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Sundays, October 1, 8, and 15:  Collection of items for  
Birthday Party Bags for the Worthington Resource Pantry and 
items for the New Job Bags for CRIS. (See articles on pages 5 
and 8 for more info.) 

Sundays, October 1, 8, and 22: Stewardship Moment 
speakers at the 9:00 and/or 11:15 am services 

Sunday, October 15:  Worship at 11 am on the Village Green 
followed by the Fall Parish Picnic - gathering our whole parish 
family for worship, food, and fellowship right in front of the 
church is a very special way of giving thanks for God’s generosity, celebrating our 
Journey to Generosity as a par ish family, and inviting others in the 
community to join us. 

Thursday, October 19: Pledge forms for 2018 will be mailed to all parishioners of 
St. John’s - watch your mailbox! 

Sunday, October 22: 

 Assembly of Birthday Party Bags for Worthington Resource Pantry – children 
and youth in Children’s Church 

 Adult Forum at 10:25 am in Kilbourne Hall – “Journey to Generosity: How 
Our Pledges and People Support Our Ministries,” with David Hissrich 
(Stewardship Team member, Finance Committee Chair) 

 Assembly of New Job Bags for CRIS – 12:30 pm in Kilbourne Hall with light 
lunch provided (RSVP to Donna Hissrich, 614-203-3562, or Mary Bailey, 614-
854-9907) 

Sunday, October 30:  CONSECRATION SUNDAY  

 Bring your completed pledge form to church, and we will offer our pledges as 
gifts to God at both the 9:00 and 11:15 am services. 

 Blessing of the Birthday Party Bags by Father Philip at the 9:00 am service 

 Blessing of the New Job Bags by Father Philip at the 11:15 am service 

 Celebration Meal in Kilbourne Hall after  both the 9 am and 11:15 am 
services - no Sunday School or Adult Forum.  The main dish and beverages will 
be provided, and parishioners are asked to bring a potluck item to share, based 
on these guidelines: After the 9 am service, last names A-J bring yogurt or other 
breakfast protein, K-Q bring bread/muffins/sweet rolls, and R-Z bring fruit. 
After the 11:15 am service, last names A-M bring a salad or vegetable, N-R 
bring fruit or dessert, and S-Z bring a potato or rice dish or rolls. 

What is happening with our Fall Pledge Program in October? 
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3rd Annual Outdoor Service and Picnic  

to be Held October 15 at St. John's at 11 am 

Back by popular demand! St. John's will have an outdoor worship service followed by a picnic on Sunday, 
October 15 at 11:00am. The service will take place on the Village Green in front of the church and will include 
music from a jazz ensemble led by Jim Masters.  

The annual parish picnic will follow the service. Fried chicken, spiral ham and dinner rolls will be provided 
along with bottled water, lemonade, and iced tea. Letters A thru J – please bring an appetizer; letters K thru S – 
please bring a side dish; letters T thru Z – please bring a dessert or fruit. There will be fun kids’ activities 
during the picnic. 

Chairs will be set up in the grass. You may want to bring a blanket or umbrella in the event of cold weather or 
rain. The service may be moved indoors if the weather is too harsh, but it will go on rain or shine. Please note 
that this 11:00 a.m. service will be the only one held that day.  

St. John’s Outdoor Worship and Picnic offers a wonderful chance to participate in a uniquely beautiful worship 
service and to share fellowship with other parishioners. It also provides a perfect opportunity to invite friends 
and neighbors to visit St. John's, meet us, and learn how we work for justice and help those in need. At the 
same time, the outdoor service and picnic – situated prominently on our West Terrace and the Village Green – 
are excellent ways to increase our visibility within the community. All are welcome to attend (even pets)!  

Questions? Contact the church office at vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org or 614-846-5180.  

Do you have a special meditation that brings you peace and that you would 
be willing to share?  Seeking God Together is a place where individuals 
can experience what it means to be listened to and loved by others, in a 
safe and non-judgmental environment, so that you can experience listening 
more attentively to God in your daily lives. The purpose of the group is for 
each participant to become more aware of God in their lives, which leads 
you to an awakening of the soul.   

Each month we will take turns in doing the meditation.  This will give us 
different types of meditation, which will bring more variety to our group.   

We are meeting in the library on the 1st Wednesday of each month from 
12:30 – 2:00 p.m.  If you are interested in being a part of this group, please 
join us!  Everyone is welcome.  If you have a special meditation that you 
would like to share or have questions or just want more information, 
please contact Donna Hissrich at 614-203-3562 or email: 
donna.hissrich@gmail.com.   

~Donna Hissrich, Spiritual Director 

Seeking God Together Starts Wednesday, October 4 

Music for Outdoor Worship and Parish Picnic 

Music for the outdoor worship service on October 15 (11:00 a.m.) will be provided by a jazz ensemble led by 

Worthington resident Jim Masters. Jim is a member of the Columbus Jazz Orchestra and is also a lecturer at 

The Ohio State University, a freelance musician and composer, and founder and leader of the “American Jazz 

Experience”, a jazz education program presented by the Jazz Arts Group. He has toured with the Buddy Rich 

Big Band and the Widespread Jazz Orchestra. Music at the worship service will feature several of Jim’s 

original compositions, focusing on the themes of creation and gratitude towards God. The band will also 

provide music during the picnic. See you there! 

Office to be Closed 

The church office will be closed 
on Monday, October 9, in honor 
of Columbus Day/ Indigenous 
People’s Day.  

Please plan accordingly. 

mailto:vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org
mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
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Adult Formation Programs In October 

October 1  Anglican Heroes of Western Africa, Part 2: Samuel Ajayi Crowther  translated the Bible into the 
Yoruba language and, in 1864, became the first person of color to be consecrated as a bishop in the Anglican  
Communion.   Mother Maggie   

October 8  Anglican Heroes of Western Africa, Part 3: Solomon Tilewa Johnson was the forward-thinking 
Archbishop  and Primate of the Church of the Province of West Africa until his unexpected death at age 59 in 
2014.   Mother Maggie 

October 15  Parish Picnic 

October 22  Journey to Generosity:  How Our Pledges and People Support Our Ministries   David Hissrich 

October 29  Consecration Sunday – A Parish Meal will follow each service – No Adult Forum 

November 5  Jim Gaskill, Principal of Kilbourne Middle School, will discuss the impact of our Christmas 
Giving Tree project. 

Blessing of the Animals 

The 2017 St. John’s Blessing of the Animals will be held on Sunday afternoon, October 8th at 5 p.m. 

We will gather on the S. E. Corner of the Village Green in front of the church. 

Please join us for an enjoyable, brief and child-friendly worship service! Bring your dogs (on a leash, please) 
and your cats, your hamsters and guinea pigs, your birds and your fish! Have a goat or a pony? They are 
welcome too. 

Don’t forget to invite your friends and neighbors who have pets! 

In case of rain, we will gather in the Atrium. 
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Wednesday evening, 7-9 pm in the Atrium, through 

the end of March. 

Our first group met on Wednesday, September 6, with 

10 in attendance. We read Exodus 1, followed by a 

discussion. Our topics covered what we had heard, 

what the section might mean to us in our daily lives, 

and how we could apply this lesson to make a positive 

impact on the world around us.  

In the following weeks, we will be reading a chapter 

per week followed by discussion. Father Karl is our 

guide each week. He also participates in a discussion 

called “Lost in the Wilderness: A Priest and a Rabbi 

Explore Exodus,” which you can listen to from a link 

on the following page: http://adsobigread.org/for-

meetings. I’ve listened to the first session exploring 

Exodus 1, and I strongly encourage others to do so, 

too. Their discussion raises interesting historical 

perspectives and ways in which we might help make 

positive changes in the world today. 

Our second meeting on Wednesday, September 13, 

had 15 attending, including Fr. Karl. We read Exodus 

2. Our format this week was to read a couple of verses, 

then discuss them before going to the next couple of 

verses. Fr. Karl also provided a selection of teachings 

from the Talmud, allowing us to understand the 

different interpretations of the Bible verses. We talked 

about how Moses’s mother had managed to keep him 

hidden for 3 months and why the beating of a Hebrew 

man by an Egyptian was enough to lead Moses to kill 

the Egyptian, given that he probably saw the treatment 

of the Hebrews as he grew up. 

On September 21, we will read and discuss Exodus 3; 

on September 28, we will discuss Exodus 4. In 

October, we will read and discuss Exodus 5, 6, 7 & 8. 

We hope you will join us and help explore this 

fascinating book of the Bible. 

~ Margaret Allen & Christine Look  

Exodus Evening Bible Study Group 

In the winter of 2016, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
was the keynote speaker at the Trinity Conference in 
New York City.  The topic was Listen for a Change: 
Sacred Conversations for Racial Justice.  This 
conference was video streamed to churches around the 
country, including St. Philip’s in Columbus.  As a 
result of this event, a discussion group called Sacred 
Conversations was formed.  In the past 18 months, 
the group has read and discussed several books 
together:  Waking Up White by Debby Irving, The 
New Jim Crow by Michele Alexander , and The 
Wolf Shall Lie Down with the Lamb by Er ic Roy.  
We have also viewed the film 13 about mass 
incarceration.  Most of the participants come from St. 
Philip’s and St. Mark’s, along with several from St. 
John’s, St. Steven’s and the  Unitarian Church. 

On October 10, Sacred Conversations will meet at St. 
John’s to view and discuss the first half of the 
acclaimed 2017 documentary about James Baldwin, I 
Am Not Your Negro.  This film is a reminder  of the 
state of racial justice in the 60’s and the 70’s and a 
measure of how far we have and have not come since 
then.  If you have never read James Baldwin or heard 
him speak, you will be stunned by his eloquence. 

Please plan to join us in Kilbourne Hall at 7 pm on 
Tuesday, October 10.  If you wish to continue with the 
group, the second part of the film will be shown at St. 
Mark’s on Tuesday, November 14, at 7 pm. 

~ Eve Herold 

Sacred Conversations 

Outdoor Worship and Picnic 

Sunday, October 15 at 11:00 a.m. 

No other service that day! 

Loretta and Allen Strang will host the next Saturday 
Supper at their home 1071 Cherryfield Avenue on 
October 7th at 6:30 p.m. They have chosen chicken for 
their entrée. When you make your reservation please 
let them know what side dish you will be bringing. 
They can be reached at 614-846-9315 or 
lorettastrang@gmail.com.   
~ Kim Basso  

October 7 Saturday Supper 

http://adsobigread.org/for-meetings/
http://adsobigread.org/for-meetings/
mailto:lorettastrang@gmail.com
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The Food Pantries 

This month we are on a Journey to Generosity as we reflect on God's 
generosity to us and open our hearts to be generous to others, helping our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Our generous and regular contributions of 
food and/or household items for the Worthington and Gladden Food 
Pantries means help is there when families and individuals need it most. 
Our children learned about our neighbors served by the Worthington 

Resource Pantry when Nick Linkenhoker visited Children's Church in 
September.  One of our Journey to Generosity outreach projects is 
collecting donations for the children and youth of St. John's to create 
Birthday Party Bags which will make it possible for  the children 
served by the Worthington Pantry to have a fun birthday party.  You can 
help by bringing items from the list on the right, and placing them in the 
labeled bin in the atrium.  Our children and youth will assemble the 
Birthday Party Bags in Children’s Church on October 22.  We also 
hope to organize one or more Group Volunteer Sessions at the 
Worthington Pantry for children and adults sometime in October.  Watch 
the Sunday announcements for more details.  There are baskets near the 
front door of the church and in the atrium for your weekly contributions of 
food or toiletries.  Suggestions for October include: 

Oct 1 - spaghetti sauce, shampoo 
Oct 8 - pasta, pet food 
Oct 15 - baked beans, dental floss 
Oct 22 - oatmeal, toothpaste 
Oct 29 - baby food, diapers (size 4-5-6)  

Baptismal Planning 

The next date for baptisms 
is November 5, the 
Sunday after All Saints 
Day.  

If you wish to be baptized, 
or if you have a child to be baptized, please 
contact Fr. Philip immediately. A short 
educational session lasting about an hour is 
required of candidates or their parents prior to 
baptism. 

After November 5, the next date for baptism 
is January 7, the Sunday after Epiphany and 
the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Please mark your calendar for October 25 for our turn to 
support the His Place ministry at St. John’s Columbus.  This 
is a hands-on ministry that provides fellowship and a healthy 
meal for the Franklinton community.  The ministry is 
supported by a rotating group of churches throughout 
Columbus.  A faithful core of parishioners has led the St. 
John’s Worthington team and we are looking to expand our 
volunteer base.   

If you’ve been curious about this ministry or have thought 
about helping but haven’t taken the step yet, we hope you will 
join us.      

There are many ways to help.  You can: 

Prepare a casserole ahead of time (look for the recipe and 
pans in the church atrium) 

Shop for perishables the day of dinner 

Set up 4:30 - 6:00 pm 

Serve the meal family style 6:30 - 7:15 pm 

Clean-up 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

We especially need casserole cooks and people to help serve 

the meal and clean up.   Come out for an evening of 

fellowship and service.  To help, please contact Mary 

Wachtel, mdwachtel@gmail.com, at 614.648.1450. 

Upcoming His Place Dinner 

Remember to Fall Back 

Daylight Saving 
Time ends in the 
wee hours of the 
morning on 
November 5!  

Remember to set 
your clocks back one hour before you go to 
bed on Saturday night, November 4!  

BIRTHDAY PARTY BAGS

Help Worthington Resource 

Pantry provide a Birthday Party 
Bag for the children they serve!

 Cake Mix

 Frosting

 Candles

 Birthday Plates

 Napkins

 Balloons

 Party Favors

 Stickers

 Gift Bags
Icons created by praveen patchu and andriwidodo from the Noun Project.

NEW JOB BAGS

Give to our refugee and immigrant 

neighbors in the Employment and 
English Language classes at CRIS 

(Community Refugee & Immigration 

Services) who are newly employed! 

 Notepad

 Pens

 Gasoline gift cards 

 Bus passes

 Lunch bag

 Water bottle

 Pocket calendar

 Planner

 Cash donation toward canvas 

bags
Icons created by praveen patchu and andriwidodo from the Noun Project.
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How Can We Help Kids Participate Fully in Worship? 

Here is an excerpt from Father Karl’s recent writing about Children and Youth Formation this fall regarding 
music practices in Children’s Church: 

“We have found that singing together helps to focus our energies and build community. We are interested in 
continuing the ancient traditions of the church and investigating and establishing new traditions. … We want 
children to fully participate in worship, so we teach them each season’s service music – the [Sanctus and 
Fraction Anthem]. We also teach traditional hymns, and how to read hymns in the hymnal.” 

Sometimes as parents we have a hard time knowing how best to help our kids learn to participate in worship, 
so here are a couple of easy suggestions specifically intended for when we sing: 

 Allow younger children to stand on the pew while we sing! Having their voice at the same level as 
everyone else’s will help them learn faster, help them be more confident in their ability to participate, and 
allow them to feel as if they are an important part of the singing community. 

 Point out where we are in the Order of Service or in the hymnal. Show kids where the words are and how 
the shape of the printed notes follows the shape of the sound they sing. 

 Understanding the conventions of multiple verses in the hymnal is second nature to most adults, but many 
children do not understand how to follow one verse all the way through and then go back to the top for 
each subsequent verse. When singing from the hymnal, you can help just by pointing to the words as you 
sing (and having your kiddo up on the pew so you are both at the same level will help, too!). 

These small things will go a long way towards teaching our kids – the next generation of the church – to 
actively engage in and love worshiping our God! 
 

Choir Schedule 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The adult choir is a super fun group of people 

and is open to anyone high school aged or older who can read music. 

Even though the chancel looks full, we are always excited to add new singers!  
 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, November 12, 3:00 p.m. – Camerata Trio (Music Series Concert) 

                                                         piano trios by beethoven and mendelssohn  
 

Sunday, November 19, 5:00 p.m. – Darkness to Light (prelude begins at 4:45) 

                                                         A Liturgy of Advent Lessons and Carols 
 

Sunday, January 14, 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. – Epiphany Lessons and Carols 
 

Sunday, January 28, 3:00 p.m. – Nathan Medley and Brian Kay, early music (Music Series Concert) 

                                                     ladies of song 
 

Sunday, March 18, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent (prelude begins at 4:45) 
 

Sunday, April 22, 3:00 p.m. – Nicole Simental, organ (Music Series Concert) 

                                                 first prize winner, iv international goedicke organ competition 

          Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 
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 Music in Children’s Church 

Every week the great Sara Seidel joins us for part of Children’s 
Church.  Last spring, we began the practice of learning the Eucharistic 
music – the Sanctus and Fraction Anthem in particular.  There were 
some Sundays when we sang so loudly from the balcony that we got 
startled looks from the Altar Party!  This summer, Sara and I began to 
wonder how we might use our music time during Children’s Church to 
teach some basic music making skills.  We discovered that we already 
possessed a good number of rhythm instruments, and we were able to 
acquire a few more from the Early Education Center.   We decided to 
use simple songs that I’d learned at Music Makes Community (MMC) 
workshops and slowly add complex rhythm to them over time.  For the 
last few weeks, we’ve been using a song that comes from a South 
African community of people who have HIV/AIDS.  The song’s lyrics 
are “God welcomes all, strangers and friends, God’s love is strong and 
it never ends.”  You’ll learn it yourselves if you come to the outdoor 
Eucharist on October 15th. 

We’ve also formalized some of the liturgical roles for the children.  I 
took an idea that Star Blackford came up with and ran with it.  Every 
week we’re handing out cards to the kids that indicate what their role in 
Children’s Church will be.  Right now the roles are those of lector, 
acolyte, crucifer, intercessor, or just being one of the people in the 
pews.  Each card also indicates what rhythm instrument the kids will 
get to play that week.  In the weeks to come, we’ll probably add a song leader card and an usher card as well. 

Our goal is to teach liturgy to the kids, and help them to take ownership of it.  We do this in the belief that our 
children are full of wisdom and talent, and can help us make create great worship experiences!    ~ Fr. Karl 
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CRIS, or Community Refugee and Immigration Services, is a 
local refugee resettlement agency whose mission is “to help 
refugees and immigrants reach and sustain self-sufficiency and 
achieve successful integration into the Central Ohio community.”  
Tyler Reeve from CRIS spoke at an Adult Forum in September, 
explaining the process that refugees and immigrants follow from 
their home country to the U.S.  He explained that a refugee has 
fled his or her country due to persecution or fear of persecution, 
often with nowhere to go and no time to prepare.  By contrast, 
immigrants come to the U.S. voluntarily, are often sponsored by 
friends or family waiting for them, and had time to make 
arrangements and say goodbye.  Tyler shared a quote to help us 
understand the difference: “An immigrant leaves his homeland to 
find greener grass.  A refugee leaves his homeland because the 
grass is burning under his feet.”  CRIS helped to resettle 833 
people in fiscal year 2016, with 37% coming from Bhutan, 32% 
from Somalia, 11% from Iraq, 5% each from Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Myanmar (Burma), and smaller numbers 
from Syria, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Uganda, and 6 other countries.  
Some of the challenges and obstacles faced by refugees and immigrants include learning a new language, 
cultural defamiliarization, loss of community, adjusting to the U.S. work culture and environment, 
transportation, adjusting to school, limited finances, and trauma (which may be “Triple Trauma”).  Various 
CRIS programs to help refugees and immigrants include resettlement, employment and English Language 
classes, immigration legal services, health and wellness, assistance for victims of crime, Help Me Grow and 
nurturing parenting classes, and senior refugee services.  Tyler also told us of success stories of neighbors who 
were resettled just 5 years ago who now own their own homes, run businesses that employ Americans, have 
earned US college degrees, help organize others in their communities to vote, and support new arrivals. 

CRIS operates with contracts from the Department of State and from Franklin County, and they work in 
partnership with Church World Services and Episcopal Migration Ministries.  You can read more about CRIS, 
including what they do, who they serve, and how YOU can get involved at www.crisohio.org. 

Our refugee and immigrant neighbors are on a Journey to a New 
Life, facing many obstacles and overcoming them with faith and 
courage.  During our Fall Pledge Program we are focusing on our 
own Journey to Generosity, reflecting on God’s abundant generosity, 
which inspires us to serve and give generously on behalf of others.  
One of our Journey to Generosity outreach projects is the creation of 
New Job Bags, which will be given to our refugee and immigrant 
neighbors who get a job after participating in the Employment and 
English Language classes at CRIS.  Y ou can help by making a cash 
donation to help purchase the nice canvas bags, or by bringing items 
from the list on the right to fill the New Job Bags.  There is a labeled 
bin in the atrium for donation items, as well as a secure box for 
donations of cash, gasoline gift cards, or bus passes. Donations will 
be accepted through October 15, and the bags will be assembled by a 
group of caring parishioners on October 22, following a light lunch at 
12:30 pm.  If you would like to share in the lunch, fellowship, and 
New Job Bag assembly, please RSVP to Donna Hissrich at 614-203-
3562 or Mary Bailey at 614-854-9907.    

 
Journey to a New Life 

BIRTHDAY PARTY BAGS

Help Worthington Resource 

Pantry provide a Birthday Party 
Bag for the children they serve!

 Cake Mix

 Frosting

 Candles

 Birthday Plates

 Napkins

 Balloons

 Party Favors

 Stickers

 Gift Bags
Icons created by praveen patchu and andriwidodo from the Noun Project.

NEW JOB BAGS

Give to our refugee and immigrant 

neighbors in the Employment and 
English Language classes at CRIS 

(Community Refugee & Immigration 

Services) who are newly employed! 

 Notepad

 Pens

 Gasoline gift cards 

 Bus passes

 Lunch bag

 Water bottle

 Pocket calendar

 Planner

 Cash donation toward canvas 

bags
Icons created by praveen patchu and andriwidodo from the Noun Project.

http://www.crisohio.org
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The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
TAKE CARE OF IT. (Genesis 2:15) 

The earth has endured an increasing array of disasters over the past 
several years: floods, tsunamis, forest fires, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
earthquakes – all in increasing numbers. The past three weeks have 
seen the most powerful and destructive hurricanes on record do 
devastating damage to large areas of the United States and the 
Caribbean. “Harvey” and “Irma” have wrought billions of dollars of 
damage to major cities and entire states and nations, much of which 
will take years to recover and rebuild – and it appears more is on the 
way to these same areas – “Maria”. 

The reason or ‘blame’ for all this is argued by various factions of 
society: some say it is God’s wrath for our godless actions, some 
blame religions or minority groups – and all this finger-pointing only 
serves to further exacerbate the tribal divisions that are plaguing our 
society. The arguing also directs attention away from the clear causes 
ratified over and over by scientists and meteorologists: it is the rapid and dangerous effect of our changing 
climate and the plundering of the earth caused by a dramatic increase in the earth’s population and the 
resulting demands for more energy. 

More people demand more fuel and for over 100 years, that demand has been answered by increased use of 
fossil fuels, oil, coal, and natural gas. As these burn, the carbon dioxide produced builds up in the earth’s 
atmosphere, acting as a ‘blanket’, holding in heat, and thus warming the temperature of the earth, i.e., ‘global 
warming’. 

Other human actions also contribute to throwing our earth’s equilibrium off-balance: increasing destruction of 
forests, big commercial agriculture and construction, chemical pollution of our waters by industry, and 
rampant population growth. 

Unless we attend to this growing destruction of our planet NOW, consequences and costs will be much more 
severe. So, pointing fingers of blame to elements of societal prejudice really harms us all. The blame is on 
each one of us, and the responsibility for correcting the problem resides in each of us as well! 

Here are some things we all can do right now: 

 Get involved; contact your local, state and federal representatives and express your support of measures to 
decrease our carbon footprint. Encourage legislators to impose carbon taxes on those energy polluters. 

 Be energy efficient; switch to efficient light bulbs and try to minimize your use of energy, particularly 
those that contribute to our carbon footprint 

 Trim your waste; carbon dioxide and methane gas from landfills contributes to the increase in earth 
temperature, so try to use recyclable goods. 

 Minimize driving; drive as little as possible. If you can’t use public transportation, look at energy-efficient 
automobiles (either hybrids or electric), or carpool. 

 Green your community; work within your community to reduce the use of non-green energy, reduce 
waste and work with organizations that encourage/legislate for clean energy. 

 Stay informed; belong to elists and organizations that are actively working to switch to clean energy and 
reduce our carbon footprint. 

Moreover, perhaps it is time for all of us at Saint John’s to move together to promote these ideas and actions 
within our community and the world. 

We pray for the healing of the earth, that present and future generations may enjoy the fruits of creation, and 
continue to glorify and praise you. Amen. 

~ Deniray Mueller, Deacon 

Care of the Earth: The Vital Imperative of the 21st Century 
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Journey to Generosity 

God loves us and has generously blessed us with an abundance of gifts – our time, our 
talents and interests, our material possessions, the beauty of creation, and all the 
people God has set in our lives.  God’s generosity to us inspires our own generosity, in 
loving and serving others, and in giving of our time, our talents, and our treasure.  As 
stewards of God’s generous gifts, we are all on a Journey to Generosity.  Lives are 
touched and lives are changed when we respond to God’s generosity by living, loving, 
serving, and giving generously, both within our church and beyond our walls.  As 
fellow travelers on the Journey to Generosity, we are called to serve as Christ’s hands 
and feet in the world and in our community, and we are inspired to support the mission 

and ministries of our church community with our time, talent, and financial offerings. 

Journey to Generosity is the theme of our  Fall Pledge Program.  In the spir it of this theme, the 
Stewardship Committee has partnered with the Outreach and Social Justice Committee to launch two parish-
wide outreach projects, with assistance from Adult Formation, Children’s and Youth Ministries, and the 
Communications Committee.  These two projects invite every member of St. John’s, from youngest to oldest, 
to help make special bags for two groups in our community: 

 Birthday Party Bags will make it possible for  the children of our  neighbors served by the 
Worthington Resource Pantry to have a fun birthday party.   

 New Job Bags will be given to our  refugee and immigrant neighbors who get a job after  
participating in the Employment and English Language classes at CRIS.   

Our generous donations to help create these bags are a reflection of God’s love and generosity to us.  See 
related articles on pages 5 and 8 for more details on how you can help. 

How have the mission and ministries of St. John’s affected your life? 

 Have you found special meaning in a sermon by Father Philip, Mother Maggie, Deacon Deniray, Father 
Karl, or Father Bob? 

 Have you been nurtured by the Eucharist or a Bible Study or Celtic Service or another opportunity for 
spiritual growth? 

 Have you been uplifted by the hymns or anthems or organ music during a worship service? 

 Have you delighted in watching your own child or grandchild or other children at St. John’s as they grow 
in faith and share Christ’s love with others in church, Children’s Church, Sunday School, or VBS? 

 Have you served as Christ’s hands and feet at In the Garden or St. John’s Columbus or Habitat or BREAD 
or another outreach ministry? 

 Have you shared your time and talents as a cook, a gardener, a reader, a singer, a painter, a dishwasher, an 
usher, a teacher, a musician, a friend, an organizer, a listener, a cleaner-upper? 

All these wonderful ministries and activities are happening at St. John’s thanks to YOUR generous support 
and involvement.  As we Journey to Generosity together, we also grow in our ability to love and serve God 
and others.  When you receive your 2018 pledge form in the mail, please reflect on God’s generous gifts to 
you.  As you thank God for these blessings, please ask God to guide you on your own Journey to Generosity, 
as you consider your pledge for next year.  It is through our generous support that the glory of God may shine 
brighter through the mission and ministries of St. John’s. 

~ Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 
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Garden Glories 

“O sun and skies and flowers of June,  
Count all your boasts together, 
Love loveth best of all the year  
October's bright blue weather.”  
Helen Hunt Jackson   

 

Harvest time!  Herbs in the Churchyard: two kinds of 
lavender, cutting celery, winter savory, fennel, garlic, 
chives, lemon grass – Italian parsley, rosemary, and 
English thyme. If you’d like to be in on the harvest, 
contact Andrew Nelson, 614-578-0130 or 
andrewjn77@gmail.com.  First come, first dibs! 
 

Lay Weeders have been filling leaf bags with 
walnuts from the two giants in the churchyard since 
early July.  We hope October will bring the last of 
them down.  Anyone who would like to help with the 
harvest in the glorious days of fall, please join us 
between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. on OCTOBER 14 and/or 
OCTOBER 28 in the gardens.  

Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

Those of you who collect Nativities, please take 
note—this year, St. John’s will hold a community 
open house on the afternoon of Worthington’s Tree 
Lighting, Sunday, November 26th.  We will offer 
crafts for youth, simple refreshments, an opportunity 
to tour the sanctuary and enjoy Christmas music, and 
to enjoy a display of nativities in the Atrium. If you 
have one or more nativities that are part of your 
holiday season, please consider sharing them for this 
one day. The nativities will also be on view for all of 
us to enjoy during Adult Forum that Sunday morning. 
One of our members has a 75-piece nativity to share, 
so this promises to be very special and all nativities 
are welcome.  Children and youth are especially 
invited to participate!  

~ Tricia Herban 

Nativity Project Preview! 

“We don’t read or talk about women in the 
Bible much in church, and the Bible itself 
tends to skate right over them anyway. 
When women do show up, they seem to be 
players in a man’s story. 

Or they’re victims of violence whose 
victimhood teaches the nation a lesson. Or 
the church offers their stories as morality 
tales about how to be better wives and 
mothers. There’s so much more.” 

Author and Episcopal Priest, Alice Connor (from Cincinnati), will be 
reading from her new book “Fierce Women of the Bible and their 
Stories of Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom, Sex and Salvation.” She 
will be at St. Philip Episcopal Church, 166 Woodland Ave., Columbus 
(near Franklin Park Conservatory) on Thursday, evening, October 19. 
The program begins at 7:00 p.m. and will end by 8:30 p.m.  

All are welcomed. No reservations are required. Books can be ordered 
through Amazon.com or www.fierceasswomen.com. 

Meet the Author at St. Philip Episcopal Church October 19 

mailto:andrewjn77@gmail.com
http://www.fierceasswomen.com
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Intercessory Prayer Group  

St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and the 

situations in which they, their 

loved ones, friends, co-workers, 

etc., may find themselves.  If you or someone you 

love or know needs prayer support or you would like 

to join us in praying, please call or email Jo Pascoe at  

(614) 885-1773 or twopas@aol.com. 

All Saints Fund Donations 

The shadows are growing longer, the leaves need 
raking & snow is just around the corner, but at the 
preschool we have lots of squeals and laughter 
surrounding us, as we anticipate a wonderful year. If 
you come and visit, you will see that the art work is 
starting to fill the hallway (and perhaps covering many 
a refrigerator at home) and the singing coming out of 
the classrooms will make your heart smile.  

We are looking forward to some fun Fall activities. 
The older children will be walking to the library and 
the firehouse soon. The Pumpkin patch visit is for 
families and has always been a fun time! 

On Sunday November 5th we will be having our 
Annual Fall Festival from 1-3 p.m. Families have an 
opportunity to get together and meet and greet each 
other as well as make new friends. We will have 
activities in the classrooms and a raffle. 

We still have a few spots left, so if you are interested 
or know of someone who would like a great 
experience for their child, please call us for a tour at 
614-885-2315. 

At this time we are continuing enrollment for the 
Young 3 year olds and we only have 3 spots left, so if 
you have anyone who would like to start their little 
one in January, they need to get their application in 
very soon. They must be potty-trained and be 3 by 
Jan. 31st of 2018. 

Have a Wonderful Fall. 

Cathy Wahoff, Director  

Falling into School!! 

The following people have recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

   Diane Marsicano-Hackman      In memory of Hazel Crawford 

   Philip College and Edward Lasseigne    In memory of George A. Lasseigne, Jr.   

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 
programs or premises. Please consider making a donation! 

If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check to 
St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person or event being 
memorialized should be included in the memo line. 

PiMiL Annual Fundraiser  

Huge Success 

Mother Abby Flemister wishes to report that the 
Annual Partner’s in Mission In Liberia (PiMiL) 
Fundraiser was once again a huge success. The 
fundraiser was held here at St. John’s in late July. 

Altogether, the fundraiser raised over $20,000 for the 
education children and teenagers  in Liberia.  

In addition to hosting the event for several years in a 
row, St. John’s collected $628 from our “second 
collection” to support PiMiL! 

Thank you, people of St. John’s ! 

mailto:twopas@aol.com
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  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge Contributions   276,664 266,987             (9,677)  

Other Plate Contributions     15,944  22,909              6,965   

Other Revenue     23,936  25,054              1,118  

Total Operating Revenue   316,544 314,950             (1,594)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  232,461 230,212              (2,249)  

Diocesan Expense    52,167   47,925              (4,242)  

Other Administrative Expenses    15,164   10,620              (4,544)  

Building & Grounds Expenses    88,922   77,520            (11,402)  

Committee Expenses    32,893   21,407            (11,486)  

Total Operating Expenses  421,607 387,684            (33,923)  

Operating Cash Flow (105,063) (72,734)             32,329  

Financial Recap:   
At the end of August, our pledge contributions were under budget by $9,700; our other plate contributions (which 
consists primarily of contributions from non-pledging members) were $7,000 above budget; and our total revenues were 
under budget by $1,600. In total, our operating expenses were under budget by $33,900 which, in combination with our 
revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of $72,700 for the year so far.  As a result of both the negative cash flow and 
the timing of the cash flow during the period, we have needed $75,800 to cover this deficit.   On the bright side, the 
church received special gifts from several parishioners in 2016 and 2017 totaling $92,000, which the Vestry has decided 
to apply to the 2017 expected deficit.  Therefore, no funds have been needed from our investments.  Again, a big thank 
you for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact and allow us to preserve the funds in our 
investments! 

 
 

Financial Summary for the Eight Months Ended August 31, 2017 
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Church Service Opportunities 

Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church 
committee meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or 
more committee meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work 

are important components of the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special 
events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 
846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the 
actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

October 
Sunday, October 1st   10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 
Monday, October 2nd    1:00 PM – Prayers Shawl Knitting Group, Atrium 
Tuesday, October 3rd    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room 
Tuesday, October 3rd     6:30 PM – B.R.E.A.D. Planning Meeting, Kilbourne Hall 
Wednesday, October 4th 12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library  
Wednesday, October 4th   7:00 PM – Exodus Bible Study Group, Atrium 
Wednesday, October 4th   7:00 PM – Newcomers Committee, Conference Room 
Saturday, October 7th     6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 
Sunday, October 8th    5:00 PM – Blessing of the Animals, SE Village Green 
Tuesday, October 10th     4:00 PM – Adult Education Committee, Conference Room  
Wednesday, October 11th   6:30 PM – Sacred Conversations, Kilbourne Hall, Eve Herold 
Thursday, October 12th   5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 
Sunday, October 15th  11:00 AM – Outdoor Worship & Parish Picnic, SE Village Green 
Monday, October 16th    1:00 PM – Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 
Monday, October 16th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 
  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Tuesday, October 17th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 
Thursday, October 26th   6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 
 

November  

Wednesday, November 1st 12:30 PM – Seeking God Together 
Saturday, November 4th   9:00 AM – Choral Workshop, Choir Room 
Saturday, November 4th   6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 
Sunday, November 5th   10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 
Monday, November 6th     1:00 PM – Prayer Shawl Knitters Group, Atrium 
 

Month at a Glance: Regular  Activities for  the Month of October  

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children, Youth & Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Caregivers Grief Support Group 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

Caregivers Grief Support group will meet 
Monday, October 16th at 1 p.m. in the Atrium. 

Please come and join us. All conversations are 
held in strict confidence. For further information, 
please call Kim Basso at 614-204-9855. 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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On Sept 8, five women arrived 
at the Transfiguration 
Spirituality Center for the Fall 
Women's Retreat. After a 
wonderful dinner, we began 
with a couple of short videos of 
the Biography of Teresa of 
Avila and the Introduction St. 
Teresa of Avila's "Interior 
Castle". We closed with an 
Evening Prayer and ended with 
"Let Nothing Disturb You" -
Teresa of Avila. On Saturday 
morning after a nourishing 
breakfast, we began with Prayer 
of St Theresa. We closed with The Lord's Prayer (the best 
rendition). That was followed by discussion and journaling 
about the Interior Castle. St. Teresa saw our journey like 
the shape of the Diamond and we were each given a 
Diamond. She referred to this as the Diamond Within. 

After Lunch we gathered to take a Closer Walk as we were 
sent out to take steps separately and we were asked to do 
things and to take time in silence on this walk. We were 
asked to bring back an object that spoke to you. When we 
arrived back, we were given a piece of paper and we were 
asked to draw, write a letter or poem. We closed with the 
song, "St Teresa's Prayer.”  

~ Donna Hissrich 

2017 Fall Women's Retreat 

Tim Belknap Oct. 1 

Nancy Elkington Oct. 1 

Jon Leidheiser-Stoddard Oct. 2 

Bill Siemon Oct. 4 

Edward Pauline Oct. 4 

Edwin Pascoe Oct. 5 

Sue Speer Oct. 6 

Pi-Fen Ellwood Oct. 6 

David Hissrich Oct. 6 

Piper Carroll Oct. 6 

Teresa Millard Oct. 7 

Tom Radkiewicz Oct. 7 

Arik Wieland Oct. 7 

Benjamin Hederman Oct. 8 

Albert Lindholm Oct. 9 

Patience Anaba Oct. 10 

William Hortz Oct. 10 

Bill Savely Oct. 11 

Bill Muller Oct. 11 

Grover Furey Oct. 12 

Joe Herban Oct. 12 

Nick Taylor Oct. 12 

Katie Rice Oct. 12 

David Pinnix Oct. 16 

Matt Holbrook Oct. 16 

David Adjanoh Oct. 16 

Kai Fuller Oct. 16 

Ella Stevens Oct. 17 

Ruby O’Connor Oct. 20 

Kim Daniels Oct. 21 

Ted Nemeth Oct. 22 

Justin Griest Oct. 22 

Jacob Webster Oct. 23 

Barb Ramey Oct. 24 

Terri Matthews Oct. 24 

Christine Rees Oct. 24 

Sarah Iles Johnston Oct. 25 

Star Blackford Oct. 25 

Lillian Balukjian Oct. 27 

David Thesing Oct. 28 

Yvette Adjanoh Oct. 28 

Matthias Nemeth Oct. 29 

Steven Walsh Oct. 30 

Emary Spencer Oct. 30 

David Austin Oct. 31 

October Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to you! 

On Saturday, November 4, 2017, the Women's 
Ministries of the Diocese of Southern Ohio will 
sponsor a conference, "Am I My Sister's 
Keeper? Homelessness, Opioid Addiction & 
Claiming Resurrection: A Deeper Look at 
Women and Children on the Street," from 9:00 
AM to 3:30 PM at the Procter Center.  

Speakers will include Jaclyn Cherubini, 
executive director of the Hoboken Shelter in 
New Jersey; Albert Chappelear and Tina Trim, 
volunteers with St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church's Sanctuary program in Pickerington; 
and the Rev. Anna Olson, rector of St. Mary's 
Episcopal Church in Los Angeles and author of 
Claiming Resurrection in the Dying Church: 
Freedom Beyond Survival.  

The conference will conclude with Eucharist 
celebrated by Bishop Thomas Breidenthal. The 
cost is $10 per person and includes lunch.  

To register and for complete details, go to 
http://diosohio.org/events/event/am-i-my-
sisters-keeper/.  A brochure can be found on 
the Information Table in the Atrium. 

Am I My Sister’s Keeper? 

http://diosohio.org/events/event/am-i-my-sisters-keeper/
http://diosohio.org/events/event/am-i-my-sisters-keeper/

