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In addition to working with children and youth at Saint John’s, 
I’m a consultant with the diocese, and this year it’s been my 
great privilege to lead the group that has created the Exodus Big 
Read - eight months of reading, studying, and talking about the 
Book of Exodus together.  We chose the Book of Exodus as our 
focus because it speaks so powerfully to the questions that the 
church, and American society in general, are wrestling with at 
the present moment.  As Bishop Breidenthal wrote when he 
announced the project, “We are at a moment as a church and a 
culture when the questions that the Book of Exodus raises are 
prominent. What does it mean to be a stranger in a strange land? 
What does it mean to leave behind all the things we thought we 
knew? What does it mean to see our communities change?” 
 

We have created four ways to study the Book of Exodus, as an individual, in 
meetings of parish and diocese, in adult forums, and at Diocesan-wide events such as 
conferences and convocations:   
 Reading Exodus as an individual will give you the most comprehensive 

understanding of the scripture, and help you get more out of group discussions 
should you choose to also participate in the other three methods of study.  To 
give you a chance to get as comprehensive as you would like, we offer three 
commentaries for you to delve into as you study the scripture, and one book of 
theology.  We also offer a schedule of readings, so that you can stay on track and 
read at the same pace as others.  

 Studying Exodus for fifteen minutes at the start of staff, vestry, committee, and 
commission meetings will focus our work and help us see how the stories of our 
Christian communities reflect the larger story of God’s people.  It’s easy to get 
lost in the minutiae of church work, and to forget that we are replacing windows 
and balancing budgets because we’re stewards of God’s promise.  There’s no 
expectation that any given committee will be able to study the entire Book of 
Exodus before April, and we hope you’ll choose the parts of the scripture that are 
most salient to the work of your meeting. 

 We have created nine video-based adult forums for parishes and church groups 
to use.  I’ve spent some time in conversation with the Adult Forum Committee, 
and it looks like St. John’s will start using some of these resources in January. 

 Currently there are five big events planned that will embrace the theme of 
Exodus and carry it into our mutual work as a diocese. The five events are: 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 – Launch Day!; September 16, 2017 – The Exodus 
Convocation; November 10-11, 2017 – Diocesan Convention; January 2018 – 
Jubilate Conference; Saturday, April 7, 2018 – Capstone Event. 

You can get more information and find resources (including book titles, reading  
       Continued on page 5       

Exodus—The Big Read 

Fr. Karl Stevens 
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At St. John’s we look forward to welcoming visitors 
and newcomers at receptions three times a year. So if 
you are new to St. John’s and have not yet attended 
one of these receptions, please plan to come to 
Kilbourne Hall after the 11:15 service on Sunday, 
September 17th.  This is a chance to meet others new 
to St. John’s, to chat with staff, and to learn more 
about parishioner commitments to St. John’s and the 
wider community.  Watch for your invitation or 
contact Susie Bonnell at sjbonnell2011@gmail.com or 
614-438-5259.   

Visitors and Newcomers Reception 

When you travel to a new place, 
what do you do? In the “old days” 
you asked someone for directions, 
got out a map, or went to AAA; 
now, you probably Google the 
directions or plug the address into 
your trusty GPS.  At St. John’s we 
offer a personalized GPS – a 
TOUR which will, in a few 
minutes, introduce you to places 
you may not have discovered yet– the kitchen, the 
location of the community dinners and pancake 
suppers, the elevator, or even Kilbourne Hall. Do join 
us after either service on Sunday, September 24th. 
We will meet at the back of the church to start the 
tour.                   

~Susie Bonnell 

Newcomer Orientation Tours 

Nominating Committee for  

2018 Elections 

Church Office to be Closed 

The church office will be 
closed on Monday, 
September 4, in honor of 
the Labor Day holiday.  
Please plan accordingly! 

At the August meeting of the Vestry, our 
outgoing Senior Warden was appointed 
as the Chair of the 2018 Nominating 
Committee. 

Additionally, outgoing Vestry members 
Amy Beebe and Kim Rice have volunteered to serve 
on the committee.   

These three people are now charged to find at least 
four other parishioners to serve on the Nominating 
Committee.  

This committee will be nominating parishioners to 
serve on the Vestry for three years beginning in late 
February 2018. They will also be nominating 
parishioners to serve as the next Senior Warden. 

If you might be interested in serving on the 
Nominating Committee, please submit your name to 
John Pascoe, Amy Beebe or Kim Rice.  

~ Fr. Philip  

     John Pascoe          Amy Beebe      Kim Rice 

Susie Bonnell 

mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
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Iona, a tiny and beautiful Hebridean island off the northwest coast of 
Scotland, has attracted pilgrims for almost two millennia. In 563 AD the Irish 
monk Columba established a monastic settlement of 125 people there.  In the 
13th century, a Benedictine abbey was built on the island.  In September, 
2012, nine members of St. John's traveled to Iona under the auspices of the 
Bexley-Seabury Seminary.  Joined by pilgrims from Illinois, Texas, North 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, we spent a week studying with John Philip 
Newell, ordained minister in the Church of Scotland and author of many 
books on Celtic Christianity.  We worshiped in the Iona Abbey and explored 
the sacred places on this holy isle.  As Newell wrote in Christ of the Celts: 
“Iona is an island that . . . still has the freshness of the first day of creation. It can be an island of wild wind and 
elemental storm, but in turbulence or stillness, Iona is a place where the sounds of the Beginning can 
immediately be heard.”  

As a result of that inspirational journey, the nine pilgrims joined by other parishioners attracted to Celtic 
Christian traditions, began to offer a lay-led Celtic Service with the blessing of our Rector, Father Philip.  The 
service is held in the atrium at 5 p.m. on the first Sunday of the month, October through June, unless that first 
Sunday is a holiday or Easter Sunday.  We use the Order of Service found in the Iona Worship book and 
include music and meditation in addition to prayers and readings.  This is an intimate, quiet, and contemplative 
service, always followed by a time of hospitality and fellowship.  Brochures with our 2017-18 schedule and 
more information about Celtic Christianity can be found on the information table in the Atrium. 

Our first service this fall will be held at 5 p.m. on October 1.  We welcome all St. John’s parishioners and 
friends from outside our church family to join us on October 1 as we celebrate the beginning of our most 
beautiful season of Autumn. 

~ The Celtic Fellowship 

Celtic Service Returns October 1 

September 10 Europe in the Throes of Transformation Get ready for our September 30th workshop 
“Introduction to the Protestant Reformation” by attending this fascinating program. In the 70 years before 
Luther kicked off the Reformation, ordinary Europeans experienced a deluge of change. The printing press and 
the expansion of scientific endeavor led to an explosion in the creative arts - now known as Humanism -  
which, in turn, fueled the Reformation. Come – help us connect the dots! – Nancy Elkington 

September 17 Community Refugee and Immigration Services (CRIS)  Helps our Refugee and Immigrant 
Neighbors Every Day--and We Can Help! Tyler Reeve will be our guest speaker to talk about the services 
CRIS provides to “prepare refugees for the workplace in order to achieve the goal of long-term self-sufficiency 
and integration into the Central Ohio Community.” St. John’s Outreach and Stewardship Committees will be 
partnering with CRIS to invite parishioners to help prepare ‘New Job’ bags for participants in Employment & 
ESOL classes – Mary Bailey 

Mother Maggie’s series on Anglican Heroes of Western Africa will introduce us to the rich and storied 
heritage of our Anglican brothers and sisters in western Africa, through the lives of three heroic and Godly 
clergymen.  

September 24 Anglican Heroes of Western Africa: Philip Quaque In 1765, Quaque became the first person of 
color ordained to the priesthood in the Anglican church. He ministered to his enslaved fellow Africans at Cape 
Coast until his death in 1816. – Mother Maggie 

October 1 Anglican Heroes of Western Africa: Samuel Ajayi Crowther 

Crowther translated the Bible into the Yoruba language and, in 1864, became the first person of color 
consecrated as a bishop in the Anglican Communion. – Mother Maggie 

October 8 Anglican Heroes of Western Africa: Solomon Tilewa Johnson Johnson, a contemporary figure, 
was the forward-thinking Archbishop and Primate of the Church of the Province of West Africa until his 
unexpected death at age 59 in January of 2014. – Mother Maggie 

Adult Formation Programs Resume September 10 
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Time’s up, friends!   

Have You Registered for the Sep 30 Introduction to the Protestant Reformation Workshop? 

Do it before it is too late!! (Seating is limited) – REGISTER NOW! 

 

Our all-star cast of speakers met on Friday August 18 to talk through their plans for their roles in 
our Introduction to the Reformation workshop. The big idea for the meeting was to identify the 
connective tissue between our chosen German, Swiss, French, Scottish, Frisian (Low Countries) and 

English reformers and then work through issues of similarity and difference among them in order to 

best present their thinking to you, the workshop participants.  

What a thrill it was to listen to Lutheran Pastor Chuck Peterson as he shared his insights about 

German reformers Martin Luther and Philip Melanchthon.  And to hear St. John’s Parishioner and 
Classics Professor Dr. Fritz Graf talk about Swiss Reformer Huldrych Zwingli (Fritz was raised in the 
Swiss Reformed tradition). Dr. Sally Stamper, Assistant Professor of Religion (also a Presbyterian), 

then wove a tapestry of reflections about John Calvin and John Knox and their combined influence 
in France, Switzerland and Scotland.  Mennonite Pastor Joel Miller was next, bringing us down to 
earth with the stories of people who, because of their convictions about baptism, ended up by 

forming a new, free church. Then we heard from (Methodist) Professor of Church History Dr. Diane 
Lobody, who continued the conversation by positioning Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer 

in the context of his relationships with three monarchs (Henry VIII, Edward VI, and Mary I).  

Our final discussion centered on some of the social, intellectual, technological, and political 
upheavals that accompanied and, in many cases, fueled the Reformation:  the invention of the 

printing press, the spread of literacy, Humanism, exploration and colonization, and access to the 

Bible in vernacular languages. 

Those of you who will be with us on Saturday, September 30, are in for a powerful experience!  You 

will acquire not only a broad familiarity with the reformers who changed the Western world -- you 
will also be inspired by the myriad ways that they and their followers redefined doctrine and 

practice and created a new, central, role for the Bible in the lives of ordinary Christians. 

Please do join us! 

To signup for the Reformation Event visit : https://www.stjohnsworthington.org-/introduction-
protestant-reformation-september-30-2017/. Space is limited so plan ahead. The price for St. 

John’s parishioners is $20 in advance or $25 at the door.  If you have questions, contact Nancy at 

nancyelkington@gmail.com or (516)316-9104. 

~ Nancy Elkington 

Introduction to Reformation Workshop, September 30 

https://www.stjohnsworthington.org/workshop-registration-form/
https://www.stjohnsworthington.org-/introduction-protestant-reformation-september-30-2017/
https://www.stjohnsworthington.org-/introduction-protestant-reformation-september-30-2017/
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The Food Pantries 

Intercessory Prayer Group  

St. John's Intercessory Prayer 
Group prays for others and the 
situations in which they, their 
loved ones, friends, co-workers, 

etc., may find themselves.  If you or someone you 
love or know needs prayer support or you would like 
to join us in praying, please call or email Jo Pascoe at  
(614) 885-1773 or twopas@aol.com. 

Our September 9 Saturday Supper will be hosted by 
Norm and Judy Shackelton. Their address is 5633 
Travis Pointe Court, Westerville, 43082. Please 
contact them at shackjudynorm@gmail.com or by 
cell phone 410-693-0404. They are new hosts so I 
will send out a notice two weeks in advance and let 
you know their choice of entree. Please bring an 
appetizer, salad, fruit, vegetable, or dessert.  

~ Kim Basso 

Saturday Supper, September 9 

Our Food Pantry donations have been very sparse in recent weeks, which is unfortunate 

since many families have been forced to rely on the Gladden and Worthington Food 

Pantries as their food budgets got depleted by extra expenses from outfitting their 

children with clothes, shoes, and supplies to send them back to school last month or this 

month.  Our continued support is so important to keeping the pantry shelves well-stocked 

so that help is there when families in tough circumstances need it most.  Please use the following list as a 

guide, or just buy a couple extras of whatever nutritious non-perishable food item or toiletry item is on sale 

each week. Your generous donations serve our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Sept 3 - canned chicken or tuna, shaving cream 

Sept 10 - canned fruit in natural juices, razors 

Sept 17 - low-sugar cereal, toothbrushes 

Sept 24 - beef stew, diapers (size 4-5-6)        ~ Mary Bailey 

Outreach and Social Justice 

Committee 

The Outreach and Social Justice 
Committee has a new committee 
Chair. Andrew Nelson, who was 
previously on the committee, will now 
become the Chair of the committee. 
Andrew replaces Wes Clay-Anderson, 
who recently moved to Chicago.    

Thank you, Andrew, for your 
leadership and your commitment to God and to St. 
John’s!   

We are blessed to have an active Outreach and Social 
Justice Committee. They do great things quietly, 
primarily for our “neighbors” outside the walls of St. 
John’s Church.      

~ Fr. Philip 

Andrew Nelson 

Continued from Page 1 
schedules, and Bible studies for meetings) for any 
and all Exodus Big Read activities at 
adsobigread.org.  There you’ll also find blog posts 
that continue the conversation, some of them written 
(or to be written) by yours truly.  I hope you’ll join 
the Big Read and take advantage of the opportunity 
to explore this amazing scripture. 

~ Fr. Karl Stevens 

mailto:twopas@aol.com
mailto:shackjudynorm@gmail.com
http://adsobigread.org
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Our God is a God of abundance, a God of love, and a God of generosity.  God 
has given us all we possess – our lives, our talents, our friends and families, our 
skills and interests, and the beautiful world we live in.  God also gave us His 
only Son, whose life on earth modeled for us how to love and serve others, and 
who gave His life that we might have eternal life with God.  In His life and in 
His parables, Jesus taught us how to live generously, how to love generously, 
how to serve others generously, and how to give generously.  As children of 
God, each of us is on a Journey to Generosity, step by step.  The stories of the 
good Samaritan, the rich young ruler, and Zacchaeus are just a few examples of 
how Jesus teaches us to be generous – in how we give our time and talent and 
treasure to support the mission and ministry of our church, and in how we live 
our lives as children of God.  In his second letter to the Corinthians, the apostle 
Paul said, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously.  Each one must give as he has decided in 
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)  We can be generous in our sowing and reaping, in 

giving, in serving others, in welcoming strangers, and in forgiving those who hurt us. 

Donna Hissrich, Vestry member and Stewardship Team member, shares her personal experience with 
generosity:  “Recently, I have been on the receiving end of generosity from family and friends who gave their 
time to help us move, and after David’s surgery, more friends came to help us get things out of the apartment 
that neither David nor I could have moved on our own.  God’s generosity to me has been just as much of a 
blessing.  He has given me the gift of strength to do things that I haven’t been able to do for years.”  Donna 
says, “When the people of the church act with generosity to serve others, they are reflecting the love of Christ, 
who generously gave His life and all He had on the cross that we might find life forever.” 

The theme of our Fall Pledge Program in October will be Journey to Generosity.  Each of us will have an 
opportunity to be generous in giving to support the mission and ministry of our church, and we will have an 
opportunity to be generous in serving other children of God.  In cooperation with the Outreach and Social 
Justice Committee, Children’s and Youth Ministries, and Adult Formation, 
the Stewardship Team will be inviting the parishioners of St. John’s to 
participate in two outreach projects.  We hope to create “Birthday Party 
Bags” to serve children of our neighbors who utilize the services of the 
Worthington Resource Pantry, and we hope to create “New Job Bags” for 
our neighbors participating in the Employment and English Language 
classes at CRIS (Community Refugee and Immigration Services).  Watch 
the Sunday announcements in the coming weeks for details. 

~ Mary Bailey and Donna Hissrich,  

on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

Journey to Generosity 

     Mary Bailey        Donna Hissrich 
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Have you ever wanted to experience something new and be able to 
help someone else but the timing never seemed to be right? And 
then, after many years, the perfect opportunity just seemed to show 
up? Well, that’s what happened to me on Saturday, July 1st when I 
joined other members of St. John’s to work on a Habitat for 
Humanity house. 

St. John’s has participated in the Worthington Adopt-A-House 
Partnership since the early 1990s. This is the 24th house that has 
been built with our help. I was concerned that I didn’t have the right 
qualifications or knowledge to help, but was assured that I didn’t 
need to worry. Apparently there is always plenty of work to be done 
that almost anyone could do, regardless of their skills. 

The crew leader, Bob, 
provided us with 
necessities such as 
gloves and safety 
glasses. He then showed 
us where we could find 
tools and other supplies 
we would need as we 
worked to put in 
insulation and paint 
trim.  

This project was a 
wonderful chance for me to meet other members of St. John’s. It 
was clear from the conversations at lunch that some of the other 
members have known each other for a long time and were able to 
catch up. It was also special to be working alongside the future 
homeowner, who clearly appreciated everyone’s efforts.  

Habitat’s Mission statement (from their website): Seeking to put 
God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people 
together to build homes, communities and hope. This is exactly 
what I experienced that day. 

The work crew volunteers included Ted Dziemianowicz, Karen 
Graham, Eve Herold, Katie Milam, Jeff Nelson, and Christine 
Rees. 

The lunch crew volunteers were Lillian Balukjian-Thompson, Teri 
Foley-Nelson, Eve Herold, Emily Patterson and Jeff Thompson. 

One of the reasons I joined St. John’s earlier this year was to be in a community of individuals who want to 
work to make a positive difference in the lives of others. I’m happy I had this chance and look forward to 
more opportunities in the future!         

~ Karen Graham 

The Lunch Crew:  
Lilian Baklujian-Thompson, Jeff Thompson 

and Teri Foley-Nelson 

Morning work volunteers: Jeff Nelson,  
Ted Dziemianowicz, Christine Rees  

and Karen Graham 

Habitat House Construction 
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Care Givers Grief Support Group 

The entire parish is invited to hear 
Mr. Richard Schuster speak to us 
about BE PREPARED on Monday, 
September 18th at 1 p.m. 

Losing a spouse is a painful and 
stressful experience. At this most difficult time 
important decisions must be made and documents 
located. One of the most loving acts we can do for 
our spouse and ourselves is to lessen the burden of 
that time by preparing and organizing the information 
that will be needed during this critical time.  

In this presentation we will discuss some of the 
things one can do in advance to prepare for this time.  

Please make reservations so that we can have enough 
material to hand out. Look for 
directions at the Atrium door for 
possible change of location if there 
is a larger group.  

Contact Kim at 614-204-9855 or 
nbasso@columbus.rr.com 

~ Kim Basso 

Early Ed Center News 

In years past, a primary way 
to advertise services and 
events was by taking an ad 
out in the newspaper. 
However, think about how 
many people have stopped 
paper delivery and moved to 

online news and social media. Father Philip often cites 
that members of our parish come from 33 different zip 
codes. How can we best reach such a 
large area on a church budget? The 
spread of social media and digital 
technologies has greatly expanded 
options for advertising and enables us to 
reach 33 zip codes and beyond. 

Advertising is important not only for 
sharing information about our services 
and events, but also for bringing visitors 
and new members to church. Newcomers and visitors 
have told us that they heard about St. John’s by 
Googling churches, looking online at reviews, and 
reading posts from their friends. In response, we have 
tried to be strategic about how we use our advertising 
dollars and in thinking about the best way to reach new 
people. Our focus has shifted to using more digital ads. 

Digital ads do things like bring St. John’s to the top of 
search engine results when someone Googles Episcopal 
churches, or places St. John’s posts in their news feed. 
Then they can be shared. We can specify zip codes, age 
ranges, dates that ads run, and more. They have a 
clickable link to our website. We get reports with 
analytics. Digital ads are also much less time intensive 
for our church staff and volunteer committee members 
than creating and running print ads.  

St. John’s continues to advertise in more traditional 
ways when appropriate, including signage on the 
Village Green, paper flyers or brochures, posters, and 
sometimes paper ads. For example, we recently placed a 
print ad in the program for the Human Rights 
Campaign’s gala, an event that drew 800+ people 
including many from the LGBTQ community.  

Getting the word out about St. John’s is something all 
of us can do. If you are on Facebook, share St. John’s 
Facebook posts, “like” posts, and RSVP that you are 
“going” to events. Tweet about church or take a photo 
to post on Instagram. Write reviews on websites like 
Yelp. All of these ways help promote the church and 
take little time.  

~ Dawn Pascoe, Communications Committee Chair 

How Do We Get the Word Out  
About St. John’s? 

We can hardly believe that the summer has ended and 
the classrooms have been reassembled from their 
summer slumber. Soon the classrooms will be filling 
up with little ones; returning families familiar with the 
school and many new families joining us. There are 
many happy moments when children recognize the 
classroom or perhaps a familiar teacher, as well as 
tears on the parents’ part when leaving their little one 
for the first time. As we gear up for our 53rd year with 
Parent Night on Sept. 5th, we have a bit of news to 
share.  

We have had some changes occur at the preschool over 
the summer. Mrs. Diane Eastman left after 11 years of 
teaching, for a full time position in the Grandview 
schools.  We have hired Mrs. Sara Eagan to teach with 
Mrs. Megan Vance in the Yellow Room.  Mrs. Vicki 
Soppelsa will be joining Mrs. Sara Posey in the Purple 
Room. 

We have a superb group of teachers and look forward 
to a great year with your children. If you know of 
someone who is considering sending their child to our 
preschool in the fall, please let them know that time is 
of the essence! We only have a few openings. They can 
call the office at 614-885-2315 to schedule a tour of 
our school.   ~ Mrs. Cathy Wahoff, Director 

Dawn Pascoe 

Kim Basso 
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Through Seeds of Caring, I 
volunteered to help collect items 
for My Comfy Kits. My Comfy 
Kits is a program of Orphan 
World Relief whose mission is to 
provide comfort and dignity to 
children entering foster care. 
Most children leave their families 
with only the clothing on their 
backs or a trash bag with a few 
belongings. Our age and gender 

appropriate Comfy Kits provide a few necessities 
and comfort items. We hope to show these kids in a 
practical way that they are loved and cared for and 
give them something to call their own. Every child 
deserves that! 

Every item that goes into a Comfy Kit, including 
the backpack is donated by generous and caring 
people like yourself! We need your help! We are 
getting ready for our next kit stuffing and our goal 
is to pack 100 toddler Comfy Kits. Your generous 
donations of the items below will help us provide 
dignity and comfort to toddlers going into foster 
care. If you wish to provide monetary donations, 
please go to orphanworldrelief.org, click on the My 
Comfy Kits link and then click donate.  

Please help foster children by donating NEW items: 
Toddler appropriate stuffed animals (sewn eyes, 
instead of buttons to prevent a choking hazard)  
Toddler Books 
Toddler sized pajamas or outfits for both boys and 
girls 
Toddler toothpaste 
Toddler toothbrushes 
Night lights (Dollar Tree is a great place) 
Packs of Diaper Wipes 
3-in-1 wash 
Backpacks 

We will be collecting donated items until Friday, 
September 15th. Please look for a large box in the 
Atrium with "My Comfy Kits" written on it.  

Thank you so much.    

~ Carrie Troester 

My Comfy Kits St. John’s Receives Gift 

The St. John’s Early Education 
Center (EEC) has made a 
donation of $10,000 to St. 
John’s! This is the second gift 
we have received from the EEC 
in the past few years. Thank 
you, St. John’s EEC! 

You may know that the EEC 
was started over 50 years ago. 
The school has an excellent 
reputation, and it is nearly 
always at full capacity. They offer exceptional 
education for 3-5 year old students; they are currently 
rated 5 Stars (the very best) by the State of Ohio. 

Cathy Wahoff is the Director; she reports directly to 
Fr. Philip. Celia Besselman is the current Vestry 
Liaison to the EEC. 

Currently, our church is heavily dependent on gifts 
such as these to balance our budget. Our donations 
from pledges and plate offerings do not cover our 
expenses. Gifts such as these help us from depleting 
our limited investments.  

If you might be interested in making a significant 
donation over and above your pledge or plate offering 
in the future, please consider making that donation 
sooner rather than later.     

~ Fr. Philip 

Cathy Wahoff,  

EEC Director Carrie Troester 



10 

 

Summer Music -- Thank You! 

Thank you to those musicians who have offered their gifts in worship this summer – Mary Bailey, Amy Beebe, Edy 

Kate Carroll, Piper Carroll, Michael Hamilton, Donna Hissrich, Jesse Leidheiser-Stoddard, Marley Nemeth, Ruby 

O’Connor, Ian Pascoe, Keith Redmill, Melissa Christophersen Redmill, Kristy Hall Reel, Stephen Sollars, Anna 

Sylvester, Nick Taylor, and faculty and students from the Chamber Music Connection. The gifts of your time and 

your talent have been greatly appreciated! 
 

Choir Rehearsals have begun 

The adult choir resumed its regular schedule at the end of August and enthusiastically welcomes new singers high 

school aged and older! The choir is a wonderful group of people, and involvement is a significant fellowship 

opportunity, as well as a meaningful way to participate in worship. If you are interested, but not sure about the 

commitment, please consider this an open invitation for an 8-week trial period in the fall. Any questions? Grab me 

after church one morning, call me at the church, or email me at SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org. 

Choir Schedule 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room (beginning August 31) 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel (beginning September 10) 
 

UCelli, the Columbus Cello Quartet 

Family Concert | travel through europe! 

Sunday, September 24, 3:00 p.m. 

You and the children in your life are invited to explore the sounds of European 

music through the centuries with the most melodious, awesome instrument in 

the world! The violoncello is many people’s favorite instrument, and what 

could be better than one cello? Four cellos, of course! UCelli is a quartet of 

virtuoso cellists that has appeared to enthusiastic sold-out audiences around 

Columbus. UCelli members Pei-An Chao, Mary Davis, Cora Kuyvenhoven, 

and Wendy Morton are also members of the Columbus Symphony and 

ProMusica Chamber Orchestras. Each of these four artists is a cello soloist and chamber musician in her own right, 

bringing a strong musical philosophy and relationship to cello repertoire and pedagogy. The individual artistry and 

the combined chemistry of these four cellists results in an exciting, unique, and vibrant concert experience.  

This concert is especially designed for families with children; nursery care will be available, if needed, for our littlest 

concertgoers. Following the concert, kids will have a chance to meet the musicians and their instruments. The 

Hospitality and Fellowship Committee will host a reception in the Atrium following the concert. Our concerts are a 

great way to introduce others to St. John’s – please spread the word and invite a friend!                      ~ Sara Seidel 

 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, November 12, 3:00 p.m. – Camerata Trio (Music Series Concert) 

                                                         piano trios by beethoven and mendelssohn  

Sunday, November 19, 5:00 p.m. – Darkness to Light (prelude begins at 4:45) 

                                                         A Liturgy of Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, January 14, 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. – Epiphany Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, January 28, 3:00 p.m. – Nathan Medley and Brian Kay, early music (Music Series Concert) 

                                                     ladies of song 

Sunday, March 18, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent (prelude begins at 4:45) 

Sunday, April 22, 3:00 p.m. – Nicole Simental, organ (Music Series Concert) 

                                                 first prize winner, iv international goedicke organ competition 

          Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 
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Children and Youth Formation 

Throughout the autumn, our lessons will focus on groups or categories of people who were present at the 
nativity. We'll spend time learning about shepherds, magi, angels, and families. We'll draw from all of 
scripture to talk about these groups, focusing especially on the Book of Exodus as part of the Exodus Big Read 
project that the diocese has created (adsobigread.org). As we go we'll create art and skits that express our 
growing knowledge and that can be used as part of the Christmas pageant. We want the children to have 
ownership of the pageant, and we want them to learn how to live and act in Christian community by creating 
something together. 

Schedule of Classes 

Sept. 10 - Shepherds: The Burning Bush. Moses was keeping his father-in-law's flocks when God spoke to 
him out of a bush. 

Sept. 17 - Shepherds: King David. David was tending his family flocks when Samuel met him and anointed 
him. 

Sept. 24 - Shepherds: Shepherds at the Nativity. The Christmas Story. 

Oct. 1 - Magi: Moses engages Pharaoh's magicians in a contest of miracles and magic. 

Oct. 8 - Magi: The Three Kings. The Christmas Story. 

Oct. 15 - Outdoor Church Service and Picnic. 

Oct. 22 - Angels: The Annunciation. An angel appears to Mary. 

Oct. 29 - Consecration Sunday, no Sunday School Class. 

Nov. 5 - All Saints Scavenger Hunt, with questions from the lessons we've had so far. 

Nov. 12 - Family: Honor Your Father and Mother. We'll use the fifth commandment to talk about all ten of the 
commandments. 

Nov. 19 - Family: Ruth & Naomi. Sometimes families are the result of choice instead of birth. 

Nov. 26 - Family: The Holy Family. Mary, Joseph, and the Baby Jesus together in a manger. 

Dec. 3 - Cartelami forum with adults. The kids will share what they've learned and lead the adults in 
decorating Cartelami, large cardboard cut-outs that illustrate the Christmas Story. 

Dec. 10 - Pageant rehearsal and final preparations. 

Dec. 17 - Pageant rehearsal and final preparations. 

 

Youth Events 2017 

We will hold youth events the first Friday and third Sunday of every month. We've planned a range of fun and 
educational events that should appeal to a wide variety of tastes and preferences. 

Friday, September 1st, Clippers Home Game 

Sunday, September 17th, Youth Group Hike 

Friday, October 6th, The Alex Rice Curated Film Fest continues with the movie "City of God" 

Sunday, October 15th, Break-out Game at Columbus Escape Room (https://breakoutgames.com/columbus/ for 
more info) 

Friday, November 3rd, Skinless Saints and Eyeless Virgins: In honor of Halloween and All Saints, we'll have 
dinner and talk about all of the body horror in the Lives of the Saints. 

Sunday, November 19th, Laser Tag! 

Friday, December 1st, Improv at the Nest Theatre 

Sunday, December 17th, Serving at Street Church or In the Garden          ~Fr. Karl Stevens 

http://adsobigread.org
https://breakoutgames.com/columbus/
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Garden Glories 

“Then God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing 
fruit after their kind with seed in them…" 

Surprise, surprise!  God is full of surprises. The “flowering plum” on the outside/ east-side of the Columbari-
um has little peaches on it!  Also for the first time, the Cornelian cherry dogwoods along the churchyard path-
way are producing cherries and dropping them on the path.  The fig tree in the Bible garden has figs again, 
and the winterberrys in front of Kilbourne Hall are bursting with berries.  With the new herb garden growing 
healthy herbs, St. John’s is definitely fruitful. 

  “…and it was so.” Genesis 1:11 

~ Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

Despite numerous legal challenges and pleas from 
religious leaders and human rights activists, the State of 
Ohio held its first execution in almost 4 years on July 
26th.  Twenty-six more executions are currently 
scheduled, and Governor John Kasich has not shown any 

indication that he is willing to intervene to prevent these state-sanctioned killings.  Two men are scheduled to 
die before the end of 2017 – one on October 18th and one on November 15th, both at 10:00 am, in the Death 
Chamber at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility in Lucasville. 

As Episcopalians and followers of Jesus, we are called to resist evil and respect the dignity of every human 
being (from the baptismal covenant, on pages 304-305 in the Book of Common Prayer).  The General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church has repeatedly called for an end to capital punishment in the United 
States, most recently in 2015, when it declared the death penalty to be “in direct opposition to the witness of 
Jesus.”   

Please consider calling and/or writing the Governor to declare your Christian opposition to this barbaric 
practice in our state.  Gov. Kasich’s office phone number is 614-466-3555 and his mailing address is Riffe 
Center, 30th Floor, 77 South High St., Columbus, OH 43215-6117.   

Watch your weekly announcements and the church’s Facebook page for details about prayerful 
demonstrations outside the Statehouse on October 18th and November 15th.  Thank you for raising your voices 
for mercy and human dignity! 

~ Mother Maggie (MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

*** Execution Update *** 

Figs on fig tree, Cornelian cherry dogwood, and peaches on the “flowering plum!” 
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The Diocese of Southern Ohio invites all Episcopalians to attend a convocation, “Toward the Promised Land,” 
on Saturday, September 16, beginning at 9 a.m. and ending in the late afternoon.  

If you are passionate about making our Church and the Gospel relevant to our neighborhoods and to the world 
today, this is the day for you!  

Come together for a day of deep discussion and practical learning about identifying our “Egypts” and how to 
allow the Holy Spirit to guide us out of our buildings and into connection with the people around us. 

This promises to be a unique day of discovering, dreaming and discernment. Learn to leave behind what holds 
us back and journey toward where God is calling us.   

There is no fee, but pre-registration is required. For more information, and to register, go to 
www.diosohio.org/Exodus. Fr. Karl is deeply involved in organizing this event. 

A few of your parishioners – and your clergy – have already registered. If you do plan to attend, please tell Fr. 
Philip!     

~ Fr. Philip 

Calling All Episcopalians 

All Saints Fund Donations 

Reserve the Date, Outdoor Worship and Picnic, Sunday, October 15 

The following people have recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

 Virginia Trapp      In memory of Nyema Jones 

 Virginia Trapp      In memory of Carolyn Lawson 

Elizabeth Sorell   In memory of Carolyn Lawson   

 Bill and Linda Weatherholt  In memory of David Gessaman 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 
programs or premises. Please consider making a donation! 

If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check 
to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person or event 
being memorialized should be included on the memo line. Questions? Contact 
PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.org. 

This year’s outdoor worship service and 
fall picnic will be held on Sunday, 
October 15, at 11:00 a.m. on the 
southeast corner of the Village Green. 

Please, mark your calendars now! 

More information will be publishes in the 
October edition of the Crossroads. 

http://www.diosohio.org/exodus
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The majority of Americans don’t want to acknowledge that 
systemic and corporate racism exist, or that they contribute to 
that racism. And we don’t want to admit that, no matter how 
inclusive we feel we are, we are all racist to some extent. 

This article was written by a young white man who had an 
epiphany after the events in Charlottesville that we are ALL 
responsible for the racism that exists in the United States. His 
language may be a little harsh for some of you, but it needs to be 
said. I hate to admit it, but I see myself in passive racism; I am 
pledging to no longer remain silent - and I hope you will not 
either. – Deacon deniray+ 

“Charlottesville  

Was My Fault”  

by Josh Bryan 

I live in rural 
Northeast Georgia, 
and was raised in rural 
Upstate South 
Carolina. I grew up 
hearing the black kids 
called monkeys and 
the ‘n’ word at the 
playground in 
elementary school. 
I’ve heard members of 
my family say 
derogatory things 
about other races, 
including these racial 
slurs. I was even told 
in third grade that I 
couldn’t have a black 

girlfriend because, “people just don’t like that.”  

I could make an argument that systemic racism is the 
cause of a vehicle plowing through a group of 
protesters in VA, but I know too many people who 
claim that “racism doesn’t exist.”  So please, friends 
and family, hear me. I’m going to set aside the 
argument for systemic racism for a minute and look at 
the four types of racism that I see every day living 
here in the south. 

I see this as a pyramid 
with the smallest 
population at the top and 
the largest at the bottom. 

The four levels of the 
pyramid: 

Active Racism: Active 
racists truly believe that 
one race is superior to 

another and they are willing to make their race have a 
higher standing than another. An example would be 
Hitler in Nazi Germany. Or, a more topical example, 
these idiots in Charlottesville. 

Quiet Racism: Quiet racists also truly believe that they 
are superior to others, but they’re just not willing to 
say that in public. This is the scariest group of people 
on this list. Here’s a personal example: I once needed 
some work done on my vehicle and I took it to a shop. 
When I went inside, I was greeted with a heavily used 
dartboard with Obama’s face on it, followed by a 
conversation with the owner in which I heard the n 
word several times. This guy is not ramming cars into 
people or at a Neo-Nazi rally, but it’s easy to see how 
the people that are at these rallies are surrounded by 
folks like this guy. I’m a teacher, and on multiple 
occasions I’ve had students tell me about some of the 
things that their parents have said about people of 
other races. They justify police shootings followed by 
riots by explaining how “they are made that way”  or 
have “genetics that make them criminals.”  This is real, 
folks. 

“Soft”  Racism: Soft racism is when people make racist 
comments or have racial thoughts that they don’t 
realize are racist.  “Today I was on the road and I saw 
this black guy walking”… or, “I teach a lot of ‘urban’ 
students,”  or, “I have black friends, so I can’t be 
racist”  etc. This group also contains racial bias. 
Radiolab did a fanatic podcast about a father who had 
adopted a black daughter, but still found himself being 
cautious around a black man walking down the street. 
Even though he had just explained to his daughter that 
it’s not fair that people do this, he still found himself 
being a part of the problem. Why is this? 

Every single person I know would say that they are 
not racist. And, again, we’re setting aside systemic 
racism for this argument. But I would argue a lot of 
people I know are soft racists. This is where I sat most 
of my life, and still find myself here on occasion. It is 
important that we not fear the prejudices that we are 
taught as kids (“people won’t like it if you date a black 
girl” ), but to make ourselves aware of when these 
thoughts happen and to fight against it, just like the 
man in the story above. 

Passive Racism: For the most part, people I know 
aren’t any of these other three groups. Most people I 
know (including myself) fall into passive racism: they 
don’t speak up when others are racist, intentionally or 
unintentionally. I can’t tell you the number of times 
that I’ve heard a racist joke or even an off color  
          . . .Continued on page 15 

Charlottesville Was OUR Fault: Reflections on Racism 
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Complete Your Profile on the Skills and Interests Directory 

Have you completed your profile on the Skills and Interests Directory yet? Not sure how to do it? To create 

your profile, go to https://www.stjohnsworthington.org/form-skills-inventory/ . Or, on the St. John’s website, 

hover on Participate, then click “Add Yourself to the Skills and Interests Parish Directory.” To browse or 

search the inventory, go to https://www.stjohnsworthington.org/view-skills-inventory/ or go to “Skills and 

Interests Parish Directory” under Participate on the website. If you had trouble accessing the links in the past, 

try again, as we have made some updates to the navigation.  

~ The Communications Committee  

Baptismal Planning 

statement where I haven’t had the guts to say, “hey, 
that’s not okay.” This passivism is the root of the 
problem. Most people know racism when they see it 
(when people on the passive level see people on the 
soft level or higher), but just don’t say or do anything 
about it. But, what if this majority became active? 
What if we all agreed to, kindly, inform others that 
we’re not going to let people around us say or do 
racist things? What if, instead of blaming the 
president, or Nazis, or the alt-right, we took 
responsibility for our actions and the people in our 
own lives? 

We must begin to speak up because by being passive 
and letting racist jokes and statements slide, we are 
literally building the foundation on which the KKK, 
Neo Nazis and White Supremacist groups are built at 

the top of the pyramid. It doesn’t matter if it makes 
you uncomfortable or if it hurts your relationships, 
people are literally dying because the masses aren’t 
speaking up for those without a voice. 

It is also easy to just cut off our friends and family 
who are soft and quiet racists. But, it is our job to 
stand up when racist ideas are brought up. As white 
people, we have an audience with our families and 
white circles that the black community will never 
have. If we do not start to have these conversations at 
the lower levels of the pyramid, who will? 

So yes, Charlottesville was my fault, and your fault, 
and the fault of anyone who is not standing up to 
racism in our daily lives. Please, please, don’t be 
defensive, but take a moment to attempt to see that 
silence really is compliance. 

I’m making a stand today to no longer sit by and let 
these things happen. I hope you’ll consider standing 
with me.   

Published on “Sarondipity Universe” August 13, 2017 

https://sarondipityuniverse.wordpress.com 

The next date for baptisms is November 5, 2017 - The Sunday after All Saints Day.  

If you wish to be baptized, or if you have a child to be baptized, please contact Fr. Philip 
immediately. (PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.org)  A short educational session lasting 
about an hour is required of candidates or their parents prior to baptism. 

Charlottesville was Our Fault        ….continued from page 14 

file:///C:/Users/Virginia/Documents/Adobe
https://www.stjohnsworthington.org/view-skills-inventory/
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  (Under) or Over  
    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge & Plate Contributions   256,032 248,022             (8,010)  

Other Revenue     21,619   20,904               (715)  

Total Operating Revenue   277,651 268,926             (8,725)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  205,822 195,821            (10,001)  

Diocesan Expense    44,750   42,431              (2,319)  

Other Administrative Expenses    13,268     9,765              (3,503)  

Building & Grounds Expenses    80,313   69,630            (10,683)  

Committee Expenses    29,481   19,855              (9,626)  

Total Operating Expenses  373,634 337,502            (36,132)  

Operating Cash Flow  (95,983) (68,576)             27,407  

Financial Recap:     
At the end of July, our actual pledge and plate contributions were under budget by $8,000, with 
our total revenues being under budget by $8,700. In total, our operating expenses were under 
budget by $36,100 which, in combination with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of 
$68,600.  As a result of both the negative cash flow and the timing of the cash flow during the 
period, we needed $61,300 to cover this deficit.   On the bright side, the church received 
special gifts from several parishioners in 2016 totaling $62,000, which the Vestry has decided 
to apply to the 2017 expected deficit.  Therefore, no funds have been needed from our 
investments.  Again, a big thank you for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact 
and allow us to preserve the funds in our investments! 
  
  

 

  

Financial Summary for the Five Months Ended July 31, 2017 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all 

church committee meetings as well as a contact name for each committee. Please consider attending one 
or more committee meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and 

their work are important components of the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
  

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like 
your special events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the 
church office at (614) 846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are 
prepared well in advance of the actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Sunday, September 3rd  10:30 AM – Moms’ Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 
Tuesday, September 5th   6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room 
Friday, September 8th  WOMEN’S RETREAT, Off Campus 
Saturday, September 9th  WOMEN’S RETREAT, Off Campus  
Tuesday, September 12th    4:00 PM – Adult Education Committee, Conference Room  
Thursday, September 14th    5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 
Sunday, September 17th 12:30 PM – Visitors & Newcomers Reception, Kilbourne Hall 
Monday, September 18th    1:00 PM - Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 
Monday, September 18th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 
  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Tuesday, September 19th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 
Saturday, September 23rd WORTHINGTON MARKET DAY ON VILLAGE GREEN 
Sunday, September 24th Church tours after the 9:00 & 11:15 Services 
Sunday, September 24th 3:00 PM – Music Series Concert with Reception, Nave 
Tuesday, September 26th 7:00 PM – Worship Committee, Conference Room 
Thursday, September 28th    6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 
Saturday, September 30th 9:00 AM – Introduction to the 16th Century Protestant Reformation Event 
 

OCTOBER 
Sunday, October 1st   10:30 AM – Moms’ Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 
Monday, October 2nd     1:00 PM – Prayer Shawl Knitters Group, Atrium 
Tuesday, October 3rd    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room 
Wednesday, October 4th 12:30 PM - Seeking God Together, Library  
Wednesday, October 4th   7:00 PM – Newcomers Committee, Conference Room 
Saturday, October 7th     6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of September 
Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 
10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children, Youth & Adults 
11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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The 2017 St. John’s Blessing of the Animals will be held on Sunday afternoon, October 8th at 5 p.m. 

We will gather on the Village Green in front of the church. 

Please join us for the enjoyable and brief worship service! Bring your dogs (on a leash, please) and your cats, 
your hamsters and your guinea pigs, your birds and your fish!  

Have a goat or a pony? They are welcome too. 

Don’t forget to invite your friends and neighbors who have pets! 

In case of rain, we will gather in the atrium. 

September Birthdays 

Andrew Nelson Sept. 1 
Scott Williams  Sept. 2 
Donna Hissrich  Sept. 3 
Karen Patterson Sept. 4 
Trent Webster  Sept. 4 
Wyatt Starkie  Sept. 4 
Ross Hederman Sept. 4 
Harry Heald  Sept. 6 
Leah Gonzalez Sept. 6 
Marjie Lindsey Sept. 8 

 Sept. 8 
Kathy Hayes  Sept. 10 
Mark Lewis II  Sept. 10 
Evan Thurman  Sept. 10 
Kathy Hall  Sept. 11 
Marianne Broere Sept. 11 
Jonathan Johns Sept. 12 

Alice Foeller  Sept. 12 
Christine Arnold Sept. 13 
Mary Bailey  Sept. 13 
Mia Hatfield  Sept. 14 
Brea Daniel  Sept. 15 
Loretta Strang  Sept. 18 
Len Gibler  Sept. 18 
Thomas Stevens Sept. 18 
Betty Baker  Sept. 19 
Matt Rice  Sept. 19 
Margaret Scott  Sept. 19 
Dick Danke  Sept. 21 
Garrett Thesing Sept. 21 
Jesse James  Sept. 23 
Punky Cline  Sept. 24 
Sandy Carroll  Sept. 24 
Jan Howden  Sept. 25 

Eve Herold  Sept. 27 
Hat O’Toole  Sept. 27 
Tricia Herban  Sept. 30 
Rachel Fuller  Sept. 30 
Adrian Turner  Sept. 30 
Ben Austin  Sept. 30 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Blessing of the Animals, October 8 


