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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  

November 1 is the Sunday of All Saints Day. This is a major feast day in the life of the 

church.  

During the 9 a.m. service we will renew our baptismal vows. During the 11:15 a.m. 

service we expect to have six baptisms, including one adult and a set of twins! 

Please plan to be present!  

The October Worship Service and Picnic at Whetstone Park were a huge success. 

Thanks to everyone for making this fun event happen! 

 

Fall Back—Saturday 

Night, October 31st 

 

Check inside for lots more pictures... 
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Fran Reichard and Magie at the Pet Blessing. 

Staff Birthday Lunch 

Father Philip and our Volunteer 

Treasurer, Christine Rees 

Lunch at Whetstone 

Folk Instrument 

Petting Zoo 
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 NOVEMBER 1 ALL SOULS CELTIC SERVICE 

NOVEMBER SATURDAY SUPPER 

The next Saturday Supper will be held on November 

7th at 6:30 pm at the home of Allen and Loretta 

Strang. They live at 1071 Cherryfield Avenue, 

Columbus. They will be serving lasagna. Please let 

them know what you will be bringing to compliment 

this Italian dish when you make your reservation. 

Contact them by phone 614-846-9315  or email: 

lorettastrang@gmail.com.  

On October 18th Fr. Philip blessed the Birthday Bags as-

sembled by the kids for the Worthington Resource Pantry. 

A devoted all-ages construction crew worked to create a 

makeshift sukkah at the Parish Picnic at Whetstone on  

Oct. 4th. 

A Celtic Worship 

Service honoring 

the souls of the 

departed will be 

held on Sunday, 

November 1 in the 

atrium at 5 PM. In 

Anam Cara, the 

Celtic writer John 

O’Donohue says: 

“The dead are not 

far away; they are 

very, very near 

us.” Come and 

light a candle of remembrance. In silent meditation, 

welcome the presence of those who are always with 

us in our hearts. The service is led by St. John's 

parishioners, lasts less than an hour, and is followed 

by hospitality time. Enter by the west Atrium door 

any time after 4:30.  

~ Eve Herold 

"Sing to the Lord of harvest your songs of love and 

praise..." 

Autumn brings its rampant 

color and a bit of chaos to 

the gardens -- a 

deliciously messy mix.  

Plants dry and leaves fall 

too fast to keep up with, 

but we have a grand time 

trying.  The prairie garden 

in the churchyard has 

bloomed its last for the 

year and is settling down 

to being a winter haven 

for birds and bunnies.  

Lay Weeders have 

collected rudbekia seed 

clusters from other 

gardens and put them in 

the prairie garden to feed the birds.  We're beginning 

to put the gardens to bed for the winter. 

"Sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of love." 

~ Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

Garden Glories 

mailto:lorettastrang@gmail.com
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EARLY ED NEWS 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  

We have had a wonderful time this October, especially visiting Miller’s Pumpkin Farm in the middle of the 

month. Our Halloween parades and game day were a huge success. Thanks to all of the parents who helped 

make the day so special and fun for the children. 

The weather has been accommodating and the children have loved playing outside often. Many of the classes 

have taken fall walks looking for the changes in the leaves, gathering some nuts for classification, and making 

leaf mobiles. 

Inside the school all the walls in the hallway upstairs and downstairs reflect all the fun the children are having 

exploring and learning new things. Every day something exciting is going on; dancing, painting, counting, 

cooking, cutting, singing and lots of gluing!  

In November we will be walking to the fire station to visit and see the fire fighters up close and personal. The 

children love taking a stroll together. 

We have moved our picture days to November so 

parents can have them by Christmas. 

We are beginning to accept applications for our 

young 3’s class, 12 students per 2 teachers, which 

will start in January. Families of children who are 

too young for our other classrooms but have a 

birthday before January 30th and are potty trained 

are encouraged to apply early. Applications are 

available at the school office or on our web site 

www.sjpreschool.com; please don’t delay in 

applying as the class is filling up quickly, in fact 

we have only a few spots left! 

Check out our Facebook page and website for 

more information about our programs. 

Have a terrific Fall!      

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director 

PIMIL - Partners-in-Ministry-in-Liberia  
The students in Liberia resumed a full academic year 

beginning September 2015/2016 following the Ebola 

disruptive school year of 2014/2015. In the year end-

ing, students completed only half of the regular 

school year of six marking periods of education; at 

the end of which, those who were successful, depend-

ing on their academic performance in the subjects, 

were promoted to the next grade. 

Sponsors and supporters send prayers and good 

wishes to the students, their families, administrators 

of schools in their quest for education for the children 

of Liberia, going forward!  

~ Abby Flemister 

I wish the Prayer Group 

knew that I/ we /someone 

I know, need prayers 

for............................... 

Please email me at 

twopas@aol.com or call 

me at 614-885-1773. You may also email Fr. Philip+ 

at PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.org or call him at 

614-846-5180 and ask him to forward the request to 

me. 

These requests are not public prayer requests but re-

quests for the private church prayer group only. They 

are not shared with anyone outside the group. You 

may choose to use a first name , a pseudonym or to 

just be "A Person'. 

~ Jo Pascoe 

St. John's EEC having fun at Millers Country Gardens hayride. 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
mailto:twopas@aol.com
mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.org
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THE FOOD PANTRIES 

Yvette Adjanoh 

I know God has been calling me to open my heart to care and my ears to listen. 

And after hearing Father Philip’s sermon on October 11th I feel empowered to 

organize a group for mothers and grandmothers, who are primary caregivers, 

where we can get to know each other, pray for our children and others, share 

our concerns and support one another in a confidential setting. Because when 

people practice prayer together as one according to our Father in Heaven, in the 

name of Jesus, things begin to change. Our lives change, our families change 

and our communities change. I would like it to be a time to share our life 

stories, to offer support and to encourage others. And to reinforce that we have 

a Christian bond and responsibility to be there for each other. Soon I will have 

a date set for the first meeting. If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact me either by email YvetteAdjanoh@yahoo.com or phone:  

(614) 373-6883. 

~ Yvette Adjanoh 

As we look forward to Thanksgiving this month with family and 

friends, each of us will reflect on the many gifts and blessings we 

have received from God the Giver. But some families and individuals 

approach the coming holidays with dread or anxiety, because money 

and food are in short supply due to job loss, extended illness, low 

wages, or other causes.  Loneliness and depression can haunt the 

elderly, the unemployed, singles, and others during the holidays, even 

while celebrations surround them.  We can help by finding ways to 

share our bounty and share God’s love. 

Some Food Pantries will be preparing Thanksgiving dinner baskets for families and individuals in need. Others 

will wait and do Christmas dinner baskets instead, but they would still appreciate having "Thanksgiving dinner 

items" on their shelves for clients to select this month. YOU CAN HELP both the Worthington and Gladden 

pantries by including a Thanksgiving dinner item along with your regular Food Pantry contribution each week 

during November. Extras such as sweet potatoes, stuffing, gravy, cornbread or muffin mix, cranberry sauce, 

canned pumpkin pie filling, nuts, or mashed potato mix and any type of canned vegetables would be greatly 

appreciated. MONETARY DONATIONS are also gratefully received and wisely spent for much needed items. 

Please make your check payable to the Pantry of your choice, "Gladden Food Pantry" or "Worthington 

Resource Pantry" (with Food Pantry in the memo line) and place it in the offering plate at church, or mail a 

check directly to Gladden Food Pantry, 318 S. Glenwood Ave., Columbus OH 43223 or Worthington 

Resource Pantry , P.O Box 27, Worthington, OH 43085. Your own Thanksgiving celebration will be more 

meaningful if you know you have shared your bountiful blessings with others. 

November    1  baked beans, zip-seal baggies, & Thanksgiving dinner item 

    8  chunky soup, toilet paper, & Thanksgiving dinner item 

 15  canned chicken, deodorant, & Thanksgiving dinner item 

 22  pasta or rice, shampoo,  & Thanksgiving dinner item 

 29  baby food, formula, diapers 

NEW SUPPORT AND PRAYER GROUP FORMING FOR MOMS 
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Choral Evensong for All Saints – Sunday, November 8 at 5:00 p.m. (prelude at 4:45) 

Evensong is an Anglican liturgy that dates back to 1549, when it was established by Bishop Thomas Cranmer 

using elements from the ancient canonical offices of both Vespers and Compline. Like all forms of liturgical 

worship, Evensong has elements of drama and ritual that nourish our spiritual lives. Evensong is traditionally 

primarily sung by a choir; the congregation participates in the hymns and spoken sections of the liturgy, as 

well as in quiet prayer and meditation throughout the service. The choral portions of the service are a means 

with which to draw the congregation nearer to the presence of God.  
 

Because most of the service is sung, there is a very large repertoire of music that has been composed specifi-

cally for Evensong, from the 16th century to today. The two primary canticles sung during Evensong are the 

Magnificat – the Song of Mary – and the Nunc dimittis – the Song of Simeon. On November 8, the choir will 

sing settings of the canticles by the Irish composer Charles Villers Stanford (1852-1924). The prayers are set 

by living American composer Craig Phillips (b.1961), and the anthem will be “The Road Home” by American 

composer Stephen Paulus (1949-2014). 
 

Please join us for this beautiful and moving worship experience. 
 

Music Series Concert: The High Street Stompers Dixieland Band 

Sunday, November 22, 3:00 p.m. 

Join us for a fun afternoon of Dixieland music – kids and adults will all have a great time with this group of 

outstanding local musicians that includes Tom Battenberg, Michael Cox, Vaughn Wiester, Paul Robinson, Sid-

ney Townsend, and Jim Rupp. The High Street Stompers began in 1987, when all of the original members 

were professors in the School of Music at The Ohio State University. Since then, the ensemble has performed 

in schools, churches, concert halls, parks, at arts festivals, at jazz festivals (including two years at the Sacra-

mento, California Dixieland Jubilee), in libraries, on college campuses, in art museums, for wedding recep-

tions, and at an OSU football half time show. The Hospitality and Fellowship Committee will host a reception 

in the Atrium following the concert. Our concerts are a great way to introduce others to St. John’s – please 

spread the word and invite a friend!  
 

Christmas Eve Family Service Teaser 

Watch for information to come about a no-rehearsal family choir for the 4:00 service on Christmas Eve! 
 

Choir Schedule 

The choir is open to anyone who would like to participate and always welcomes new singers. 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 
 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, December 6, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. – Advent Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, January 31, 3:00 p.m. – Echoing Air: England Then and Now (Music Series Concert) 

Sunday, February 28, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent 

Sunday, April 24, 3:00 p.m. – Sara Seidel & Jo Pascoe: A Hymn and Two Hers (Music Series Concert) 

Sunday, June 5, 9:00 a.m. – Illuminati (the Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus’s sacred ensemble) 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 

Len and Sally Gibler with Daisy at the Pet Blessing. 
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November is such a special month in the life of the 

church.  We begin with All Saints’ Day (Nov. 1st), we 

walk through the last few weeks of Ordinary Time, 

and we begin a new church year on the first Sunday of 

Advent (Nov. 29th).  This month is full of 

opportunities for celebration, fellowship, and 

preparation for what we know lies ahead!  As always, 

please let me know if you have questions about 

anything. 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard,  

Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 
 

Special Events – Costume Day/Trivia Trick-or-

Treat & Advent Crafts 

Nov. 1st is the day after Halloween, so it’s 

Costume Day for the kids and youth (and young-

at-heart grownups) of St. John’s.  Everyone is 

encouraged to wear their costumes to church that 

day.  Parents and grandparents, please monitor 

your kids’/grandkids’ costumes for 

appropriateness – no weapons, blood and gore, or 

risqué elements.  In lieu of the regular Sunday 

School classes, we’ll have Trivia Trick-or-Treat 

from 10:30 to 11:00 am.  Kids and youth will 

gather by the piano in the Atrium for instructions, 

and will travel around the church in small groups 

answering Bible trivia questions and collecting 

treats. 

Nov. 29th (that’s Thanksgiving weekend) is the 

First Sunday of Advent, and in lieu of the 

regular Sunday School classes, children, youth, 

and adults are encouraged to gather in Kilbourne 

Hall between the two worship services for Advent 

crafts, refreshments, and holiday fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all the regular offerings, please note the 

schedules below: 

Children’s Church this month 

During the first part of the 9:00 am worship 

service every Sunday 

GIFT this month (babies & toddlers) 

Nursery, 10:20 am, Nov. 8th & 22nd  

Sunday School this month (PreK & K; 1st - 5th 

grades) 

SS Classrooms, 10:20 - 11:00 am 

- Nov. 1st – No classes due to Trivia Trick-or-

Treat 

- Nov. 8th – Ruth & Naomi 

- Nov. 15th – Amos & Micah 

- Nov. 22nd – Daniel 

- Nov. 29th – No classes due to Advent Crafts with 

adults 

Youth Education this month (6th – 12th grades) 

Carriage House, 10:20 - 11:00 

- Nov. 1st – No classes due to Trivia Trick-or-

Treat 

- Nov. 8th – Dealing with expectations (God’s vs. 

society’s) 

- Nov. 15th – Watch & discuss Black-ish episode 

“Churched” 

- Nov. 22nd – Social Media Potpourri Day 

- Nov. 29th – No classes due to Advent Crafts with 

adults 
 

Youth Group in October 

Watch your email for more details!  Activities are 

open to all current 6th through 12th graders, and friends 

are always welcome. 

Sun. Nov. 1st – out to lunch & OSU women’s 

basketball game 

Sun. Nov. 8th – pizza lunch, new mix cd, and planning 

for Nov. 20th vigil 

Fri. Nov. 20th – vigil for Transgender Day of 

Remembrance  

Children’s & Youth Ministries News 

St. John's kids don their safety goggles to perform the Alka-Seltzer Poppers 

chemistry experiment with Mary Bailey at the Fall Picnic. 
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Parishioner Lily Balukjian delivers our 75 Grab & Go Bags to 

Ronald McDonald House  

Scenes from Consecration Sunday.  
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 THANK YOU FOR SHOWING THAT WE ARE THE CHURCH! 

The theme for our fall pledge program last month was 

God is the Giver, We Are the Church.  Our response to this 

theme began in September as we launched a parish-wide 

outreach project that would ultimately serve over 140 

individuals and families in our wider community.  Sincere 

thanks to all our parishioners for donating over 1300 items that 

made it possible for us to assemble 75 Grab & Go Bags for 

parents at Ronald McDonald House, 44 Birthday Bags for 

children served by the Worthington Resource Pantry, and 23 

Fresh Start Bags for victims of domestic violence seeking help 

from CHOICES.  We learned more about these three organizations when we welcomed speakers from each 

one during Adult Forums in September. We offer big thanks to the kids in Children's Church who assembled 

the Birthday Bags, and their helpers Star Blackford and John Pascoe.  We also offer thanks to the 28 adults and 

3 children and youth who assembled the Grab & Go Bags and Fresh Start Bags after sharing pizza and salad 

and a reflective Bible Study on Matthew 6:25-34 – thank you to Rowland, Patience, Nneoma, and EJ Anaba, 

Betty Baker, Lexie Bickell, Joan Bird, Todd Boler, Br. Paul Castelli, Wes Clay, Punky Cline, Teri Foley-

Nelson, Rachel and Allan Fuller, Barbara Gessaman, Eve Herold, David Hissrich, June Jenkins, Marley and 

Ted Nemeth, David Pinnix, Carol Radkiewicz, Kristy Reel, Christine Rees, Andrea Reiger, Sara Seidel, Sue 

Sheets, Clare Simmonds, Anna Sylvester, Carrie Troester, and Mauria Watts, and to Katie Rice who provided 

baby-sitting.  We had many opportunities to reflect on God the Giver and how We the Church respond to 

God’s generosity.  Did you notice that at least one hymn each Sunday focused on God’s gifts to us?  We thank 

Sara Seidel for her careful choice of hymns and anthems.  We thank John Pascoe for his Adult Forum 

presentation.  We thank the parishioners who offered personal stories of what St. John’s means to them and 

how that has influenced their financial giving – thank you to Caroline Fraker, Susan Mancini, Stephanie 

Stevens, and Nadine Wise for their Stewardship Moments.  We thank Father Philip and Father Bruce Smith for 

their sermons that encouraged us to reflect on reordering our priorities and confessing our faith by our 

presence and our financial support.  We thank Vicky Turner and Virginia Nussbaum for their expertise and 

technical support.  We celebrate the wonderful collaboration and cooperation among several different 

committees at St. John’s, and we thank all those from Stewardship, Outreach & Social Justice, Adult 

Education, Communication, Hospitality & Fellowship, and Children’s & Youth Ministries, as well as 

individual parishioners, who helped in so many different ways.  Through our combined efforts, we showed that 

We Are the Church, responding in gratitude to God the Giver.  

As members of St. John’s, we offer our financial pledges to help support and sustain all the ministries 

of St. John’s, enabling worship, outreach, fellowship, and formation to happen in Christ’s name, day by day 

and week by week. Personalized pledge forms were mailed to all parishioners, and we asked parishioners to 

return their completed pledge forms on Consecration Sunday, October 25, after which we celebrated with a 

festive meal. Thanks to everyone for the delicious potluck items at the brunch and lunch!  Thanks to Ted 

Dziemianowicz and his Hospitality & Fellowship Team for providing the main dishes, and additional thanks to 

Ted and his team and to Vestry members, Stewardship Team members, and others who helped with set-up, 

cooking, clean-up, and dishwashing! Thanks to all who have turned in their pledge form and to those who have 

submitted their pledge form online.  The Vestry needs to know what commitments of financial support they 

can expect in 2016, so if you haven’t yet done so, please return your completed pledge form as soon as 

possible, either by mail or in the offering plate, or fill out a pledge form online at 

www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/.   

In thanksgiving to God the Giver, we will continue to do the work God has given us to do, because 

We Are the Church, serving as Christ’s eyes and hands and feet in the world.  We all have gifts to share to 

help build God’s kingdom on earth, here and now.  We thank YOU for sharing yourself and your gifts of time, 

talents, and treasure here at St. John’s. 

Mary Bailey and Donna Hissrich, Stewardship Co-chairs   

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
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On Friday we gathered as I played the video of “What 

a Wonderful World”. The Wisdom of the Earth is 

about getting lessons and learning what the earth 

teaches us. After some brief introduction, Sister 

Marguarite led us on a walk around the grounds 

beginning on sidewalks but then eventually leading us 

behind the convent down into some grassy areas off 

the path where the darkness settled in. The ground is 

very hilly and there are dips in the earth without 

notice. It reminds me that life is the same, that it can 

change at a moment’s notice. 

On Saturday morning after breakfast we were led back 

with a little bit of a detour. We stopped by one of the 

gardens and we were asked to find the blessings that 

we could get from the earth. Upon returning, we 

began with “The Canticle of the Sun” and we all read 

Psalm 19 together. Sr. Marguarite led us in Morning 

prayer. Then she passed around a gourd and a weed 

and we were asked to look at them and then we would 

share what we saw from each of those items.  

After lunch I played the video, “Of All That Is”. We 

read the Autumn Blessing, “The Circle of Life” by 

Joyce Rupp. Then we were left with time outside to 

become more aware of the trees and flowers around 

us. We reassembled at the end of day and watched 

“Creation Calls” by Michelle Sherliza, OP. We then 

had our final blessing and closing prayer.  

~ Donna Hisssrich 

Women’s Retreat Participants: Mary Bailey, Donna 

Hissrich, Sue Sheets, Mitzie McElhaney, Marianne, Karen 

Kuhr, Tricia Herban, Susan Jervey, Melissa Alexander, 

Teri Foley-Nelson and Facilitator Marguarite Chandler 

(not pictured). 

WISDOM OF THE EARTH  

WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Scenes from  Women’s Retreat 

THE INSTALLATION OF THE 

XXVII Presiding Bishop of  

The Episcopal Church 

The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, currently the Bishop of 

North Carolina, will be installed as the Presiding 

Bishop of The Episcopal Church on Sunday, 

November 1, at 12 p.m. Please join the Washington 

National Cathedral for the installation of Bishop 

Michael Curry as the 27th Presiding Bishop of the 

Episcopal Church and Primate. The service will be 

webcast live from the Cathedral's website, http://

www.cathedral.org/. It will also be available on the 

Cathedral’s YouTube Channel, https://

www.youtube.com/user/wncathedral. Closed 

captioning will be provided for the hearing impaired, 

as well as a Spanish-language translation. 

http://www.cathedral.org/
http://www.cathedral.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/wncathedral
https://www.youtube.com/user/wncathedral
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Evening Movies will stop during the late fall and 

winter months, due to earlier sunset hours that make 

night driving difficult for many attendees. Loretta 

expects to start them again in late March, when sunset 

comes later in the day.  

~ Margaret Allen 

ADULT ED MOVIE NIGHTS 

On November 1, in honor of the beginning of Native 

American Heritage Month, the Adult Education 

Forum is pleased to welcome Daria Safronova-

Simeonoff, the Archivist of St. Herman Theological 

Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska. Daria (M.A., Ohio State 

University) will speak about the history of 

Christianity among the Alutiq people (Kodiak Island) 

and about the rise, decline, and revival of the Alutiq 

language in church services. In 2012, with the help of 

the Kodiak Alutiiq Elders, Daria started Project 

Slawilutiiq [SLAH-vee-loo-teek], with the goal of 

preserving the tradition of Eastern Orthodox church 

hymns, prayers, and services in the Alutiq language 

and revitalizing the use of the language among people 

of the Kodiak Alutiq heritage. 

http://www.sthermanseminary.org/

projectslawilutiiq.html 

During the remainder of November, the Forum will 

focus on the role of faith in justice. 

November 8, Bob Reber will present "Faith in 

Society" – prison ministry. 

November 15, Teri Foley-Nelson will talk about 

"Justice from a Bible Perspective". 

November 22, Teri Foley-Nelson's subject will be 

"The history of Justice in the Episcopal/Anglican 

Church".  

~ Margaret Allen 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION IN DAYTON 

The 141st Convention for the Diocese of Southern 

Ohio will be held on Friday and Saturday, November 

13 and 14, in Dayton, Ohio at the Dayton Convention 

Center. The theme for the convention will be “Behold 

the New”. 

The delegates from St. John’s are: Lisa Graupmann, 

Jonathan Johns, David Hissrich and Trent Webster. 

Our alternate delegates are Linda Weatherholt, Bill 

Weatherholt, Dawn Wallace-Pascoe and Tricia 

Herban. 

Of course, your clergy will also be present: Fr. Philip, 

and Deacons Deniray and Jackie.  

Believe it or not, the holy season of Advent is coming soon!  

Advent begins on Sunday, November 29 – the Sunday after 

Thanksgiving. 

Advent is the beginning of a new church year, including biblical 

stories that will tell the stories leading up to the birth of Christ. 

A bit like Lent, only not so severe, Advent is a penitential (yet joyful) 

season of waiting. Please try to make Advent meaningful this year. 

Consider trying to make this year’s Advent a little less busy to allow 

more time to be spent with God.    

Ready or not, Advent comes! 

Sunday Adult Forums 

ADVENT IS COMING SOON! 

http://www.sthermanseminary.org/projectslawilutiiq.html
http://www.sthermanseminary.org/projectslawilutiiq.html
http://www.episcopal-dso.org/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=advent&view=detailv2&&id=AA5157FD159D9EFE0B415F37475557907BB3E981&selectedIndex=11&ccid=7HXTqtXT&simid=607998105205542205&thid=OIP.Mec75d3aad5d3076ebc5e4253cb84c5d4H0


 

12 

Ms. Sara teaches the Children's Church crew to sing the Fraction Anthem during the Holy Eucharist. 

PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS CONFERENCE  

On October 3rd St. John’s Church hosted a one day conference, “The Pursuit of Happiness.” 

The conference was well attended (47 participants) with a good representation from our parish and at least 12 

additional attendees from other churches and the Columbus community. The morning event featured Pat 

Schmitt, a mental health counselor and educator. Retired from The Ohio State University, Pat currently is a 

consultant in the field of women’s wellness. Afternoon sessions were led by Joe Fowler of the Spirituality 

Network and Fr. Philip College from St. John’s. Joe discussed the importance of our “simple gifts,” and Fr. 

Philip presented ideas about happiness, spirituality and The Bible. 

Participation and discussions were lively and it proved to be a day of exploration with several perspectives, 

both spiritual and secular, about the subject of happiness.  

~ Nancy Woodson  

Scenes from the Pursuit of Happiness Conference.  
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Although we still have four months until the presidential politicking ‘officially’ gets started with the New Hampshire 

primary, we are already seeing a growing disparity of opinion and a predominance of the ‘us vs. them’ mentality. It often 

appears that those candidates and supporters who frequently proclaim themselves ‘Christians’, are also the loudest 

factions displaying argumentative and adversarial behavior. Civil discourse in the public arena is too often not ‘civil’; it 

has become a shouting match, each faction calling the other derogatory names and demeaning one other. 

While we acknowledge that for those whose faith is important and a core of who they are, their actions are driven by 

their beliefs. Yet, it seems that those who proclaim their religion repeatedly are also the ones who are most suspicious of 

anyone who disagrees with them. They are intolerant and negative about any ethnicity, skin color, social or financial 

position or political leanings that do not mirror their own. They see the public as easily-labeled groups or factions each 

of whom represents ‘the others’ or ‘them’. If one studies the teachings of Jesus, this tendency to emphasize the 

differences in people is contrary to everything He taught us. One could say that turning others into ‘thems’ is the 

complete opposite of the core message of the Christian faith. 

'Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Matthew 22:39) 

Somehow, in this time of political and social polarization, both sides seem to have forgotten this second Great 

Commandment from Jesus. They display a lack of caring about the stranger, the brother, the sister, the mother, the 

father, the children, the unborn that do not join lockstep in their political philosophy. Rather than rejoice in any 

commonalities, both physical and emotional, that all human beings share, they emphasize differences, no matter how 

small. 

Have we forgotten that we are all created in the image of God? 

So God created humankind in his own image; in the image of God he created them: male and female he created 

them (Genesis 1:27), 

and we are all beloved by God? 

“We know, dear brothers and sisters, that God loves you and has chosen you to be his own people.” (1 

Thessalonians 1:4) 

We have to hope that all people want to do the right thing, and that most people strive to do the right thing. Yet, when 

people begin to believe that what is good for all of us (healthcare, public education, food security, job security, 

affordable housing) is in fact sinister, and only approve of things that are good for ‘them’ and their perceived group, we 

have come a long way from the teachings of Jesus. There becomes a gap between how we live our daily lives and how 

we talk about our common life. 

After at least three decades of this ‘us vs. them’ mentality, there is extreme stress on our democracy. Legislatures at both 

the state and federal level are non-productive, seemingly going out of their way to make sure that either nothing is 

accomplished or that laws are passed that marginalize and limit the inclusion of everyone in our society. This has left the 

American people feeling that they are lost and ‘no one is minding the store’. Daily we are bombarded by alarming events 

in the global economy, endless wars that no one really wanted, famine and misery for millions, racial and legal 

injustices, and great income disparity. Levers of government and social action are paralyzed. There seems to be no one 

who is willing to stretch out their hand and try to work together for the common good of us all. 

But it doesn’t have to be that way. . . we, as individuals, and collectively, as followers of Jesus can and need to change 

this. 

There is no actual ‘us vs. them’. This is a fiction created by organizations with a narrow self-interest to put roadblocks in 

the functioning of our society. All political parties, liberals, conservatives, libertarians, progressives, and tea party-ers 

share the blame. If we are to be the United States of America - people living and striving to maintain a nation where all 

people are created equal, where all have the same rights, and all can pursue life, liberty and happiness - ‘us vs. them’ 

mentality must be exchanged for ‘all for one and one for all’! 

It is time for those of us who follow Jesus to stop this madness of ‘us vs. them’. We must work to overcome the 

prejudice and animosity rampant in our lives that is dividing our country. We must talk civilly with each other, listen to 

disparate opinions, use compromise and common sense to develop consensus in a loving and Christ-like way. 

The next time we think about ‘them’, we must remember the many ways we are alike as human beings; we must realize 

we share the same hopes, dreams, fears and yearnings. Look for the similarities, not the differences. Have a conversation 

to build understanding and you’ll will probably find that you are not so different from us. 

We must begin. . . we must start the conversation. 

If WE don’t do it, who will? 

~ Deniray Mueller, Deacon 

LET’S DROP THE ‘US VS. THEM’ 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 

 

Sunday, November 1st  12:30 PM – Youth Group Event, Atrium, Maggie L.S. 

Sunday, November 1st    1:30 PM – In the Garden, Off Campus, Eve Herold 

Sunday, November 1st     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, November 2nd     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday, November 3rd    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room, Alice Foeller 

Saturday, November 7th     6:00 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 

Sunday, November 8th  12:30 PM – Youth Group Event, Carriage House, Maggie L.S. 

Sunday, November 8th    4:45 PM – Evensong, Nave 

Tuesday, November 10th     7:00 PM – Newcomer’s Committee, Conference Room, Susie Bonnell 

Thursday, November 12th    5:00 PM - Finance Committee, Conference Room, John Pascoe  

Friday, November 13th     Diocesan Convention in Dayton 

Saturday, November 14th   Diocesan Convention in Dayton 

Saturday, November 14th      1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot, Ellen Stukenberg 

Monday, November 16th   Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Monday, November 16th    1:00 PM – Caregivers Support Group, Library, Nina Bruns 

Tuesday, November 17th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Philip College 

Thursday, November 19th    1:30 PM – Pastoral Care Committee, Conference Room, Hat O’Toole 

Friday, November 20th    6:00 PM – Youth Group Event, Kilbourne Hall, Maggie L.S. 

Saturday, November 21st     8:00 AM – Vestry Retreat, Kilbourne Hall, Philip College 

Sunday, November 22nd    3:00 PM – Concert Series Concert, Nave, Sara Seidel 

Saturday, November 28th     1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot, Ellen Stukenberg 

Tuesday December 1st    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room, Alice Foeller 

Thursday, December 3rd     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Saturday, December 5th     6:00 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 

 

MONTH AT A GLANCE:  
Regular Activities for the Month of November 
 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children & Youth and Adult Forum 

10:20 AM GIFT (Growing in Faith Together for babies & toddlers) 2nd & 4th weeks, 

Nursery 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Tuesday 

6:30 PM – Seeking God Together, 2nd & 4th weeks, Chapel, Donna Hissrich 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

Fr. Philip shares a special 

moment with Louie, the 

puppy, as John Pascoe 

looks on.  

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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Jack Matthews Nov. 1 

Margaret Marshall Nov. 2 

Kimburley Forman Nov. 2 

Susan Bonnell Nov. 3 

Kathryn Sheridan Nov. 3 

Marilee Lowery Bush Nov. 4 

Mary Kay Dickinson Nov. 4 

Christina Brackett Nov. 4 
Tiffany Brunetti Monroe Nov. 4 

Emerson Haven Nov. 4 

Jack Calfee Nov. 7 

Marlene Talbott-Green Nov. 8 

Hailey Herban Nov. 8 

Cole Daniel Nov. 8 

Jeff Thompson Nov. 9 

Wil Hatfield Nov. 9 

Virginia Nussbaum Nov 10 

Wendy Reber Nov 12 

Mackenzie Hudock Nov. 12 

John Ellwood Nov. 13 

Logan O’Donnell Nov. 15 

Grace Schulte Nov. 16 

Garnet Styles Nov. 16 

Braden Roesch Nov. 16 

Sophia Younan   Nov. 16 

Robert Reber Nov. 17 

J. P. O’Donnell Nov. 17 

Fran Reichard Nov. 19 

Cathy Lothes  Nov. 19 

Mary Virginia Culbertson Nov 22 

Walt Sellers Nov. 22 

Donna Bailey Nov. 22 

Meg Clark Nov.22 

Beth Austin Nov. 22 

Sam Patchen Nov. 23 

Wesley Pohl Nov. 23 

Pam Zych Nov. 24 

Nina Haviernikova Nov. 24 

Karsten Look Nov. 24 

Elizabeth Collins Nov. 25 

Emily Jarrett Nov. 25 

Tim Fraker Nov. 28 

Carol Webster Nov. 28 

Jared Bennett Nov.29 

Seleen Collins Nov. 29 

Caroline Fraker Nov. 29 

Ben DeCatur Nov. 29 

Bill Bickell Nov. 30 

Zoe Forman Nov. 30 

November Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to you! 

To be sure that you receive the electronic version of 

Crossroads, please be sure the church office has 

your correct, up to date, email address.  If you wish 

to continue receiving Crossroads in the mail, please 

call or email Vicky Turner at 614.846.5180 or 

VickyT@StJohnsWorthington.org.  

Choral Evensong, November 8 
On Sunday, November 8, at 5 p.m., the St. John’s Choir 

will lead us in Choral Evensong.  

Evening Prayer (called Evensong when mostly sung) is a 

deep tradition in the Anglican and Episcopal Churches. 

This is a collection of hymns, readings and prayers 

appropriate for the late afternoon or evening- and for that 

particular day.  It is called Choral Evensong when the 

choir is present and offering special choral anthems. 

We have a larger and even better choir this year, due to 

the increased number of singers and due to the direction 

and attention of our Coordinator of Music. Please plan to 

attend this special service. 

A reception will be held afterwards in the atrium.   

Thanksgiving Day Worship 
On Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26, St. 

John’s will offer a short and simple service of Holy 

Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. 

The service will include hymns with organ 

accompaniment. There will be no homily.  

Please join us on this day of thanksgiving.   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thanksgiving+2015&view=detailv2&&id=53A47DB64A263E864C3798FC20298147BCA5816C&selectedIndex=96&ccid=4bcKzbNh&simid=607999209025767326&thid=OIP.Me1b70acdb3616a05be5dc815d744ec75o0

