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NEWCOMERS WELCOME RECEPTION 

Whether you are a new member of St. John’s or would just like to get to know us a 

little better, do come to the upcoming reception on September 22nd.  Join us in Kil-

bourne Hall after the 11:15 service (at approximately 12:30) to meet some of our ac-

tive parishioners and share a light lunch. If you are interested in attending, please con-

tact Susie Bonnell at 614-438-5259 or sjbonnell2011@gmail.com.  

~ Susie Bonnell, Newcomers Committee 

CELTIC WORSHIP SERVICES 

Monthly Celtic Worship services are being planned for 

September 2013 through June 2014.  These services are lay-led 

and based on services from the Iona Abby in Scotland.   Our 

September service will be Sunday, September 8, at 5:00 p.m. 

The service which is over by 6:00 is followed by a time for 

hospitality. All are welcomed. 

~ Lorey Roggenkamp 

ANOTHER SEMINARIAN THIS YEAR! 

We are blest to have Juan Perez returning to St. John’s this 

year as our seminarian from Bexley Hall. This will be Juan’s 

second year at St. John’s, and his final year in seminary. If all 

goes as planned he will be ordained a deacon in December! 

In addition to Juan, we will have a second seminarian joining 

our staff this fall. Peter Kang is a senior Master of Divinity 

student and postulant from the Diocese of Louisiana. Prior to 

coming to Bexley Hall, he served as a staff chaplain at 

“Angola”—Louisiana’s largest all-male maximum security 

prison. There, he helped lead and organize “The Church of 

the Transfiguration,” a ministry of the Episcopal Church in-

side the prison, which is officially recognized as a “Mission 

Station” of the Diocese.  

Peter has a background in the academic study of theology. He 

has presented and published papers on interfaith dialogue and 

early Christian theological epistemology, and spent time as a “visiting scholar” with 

the Faculty of Divinity at Cambridge University.  

Currently, he is working to finish a PhD in Philosophical Theology from the Univer-

sity of Virginia. Peter is 29, and when not in school, enjoys spending time with his 

girlfriend, Samantha, who lives in Houston, Texas. He also plays guitar, and will rock 

the occasional “open mic night” with crooning renditions of Cash’s “Folsom Prison” 

and Hank Williams’ “Lonesome Whistle.” 

Please introduce yourself to Peter and get to know him!  

~ Fr. Philip 

Peter Kang 

mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
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OCTOBER 5TH SATURDAY SUPPER  
Trisha Herban will host the October 5th Saturday 

Supper at 6:30 p.m. at her home 120 East Dublin 

Granville Road, Worthington Ohio 43085   

mtherban3@gmail.com, phone 505-7498 . Trisha 

will be serving meatloaf, so please make reservations 

and let her know the side dish you will be bringing: 

appetizer, salad, vegetable, potato, or dessert.  

~ Kim Basso 

PLEA FOR USHERS FOR THE 

11:15 AM SERVICES! 

Hello everyone! This is a plea 

for more ushers! The 11:15 a.m. 

Service, by matter of attrition, 

has lost 5 ushers in the last 3 

months.  This leaves us short for many of the services, 

in fact at some of the 11:15 services there has only 

been one usher present!  To become an usher is 

easy.  I will pair you with a seasoned usher to “learn 

the ropes” so to speak.  Ushering is a very rewarding 

experience because it gives you the pleasure of know-

ing you helped the service run smoothly!  I am also 

interested in the husband/wife concept of ushering to-

gether.  I have ushered many times with my wife and 

it allows us to work together as a team, and I get to tell 

her what to do!  (Just kidding).  Ushers usually serve 

for 2 Sundays in a row about every 6-8 weeks.  Please 

call me, Chip Lothes, at 614-560-4912 or email at 

clothes@selectoptical.com if you would like to learn 

more about becoming a St. John’s Usher! 

~ Chip Lothes 

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 

The start of school is just around the corner. The 

staff has been in every day setting up the classrooms, 

painting walls with murals, decorating each and 

every corner and planning the curriculum. So many 

new educational ideas are shared amongst the teach-

ers, always working for the best educational program 

that we can provide for 3 to 5 year olds. Soon the 

classrooms will be filling up with little ones; return-

ing families familiar with the school and many new 

families joining us. There are many happy moments 

when children recognize the classroom or perhaps a 

familiar teacher as well as tears on the parents’ part 

when leaving their little one for the first time.  

Our 3 Star Step Up To Quality rating from the state 

of Ohio has earned the school a stellar reputation as 

a wonderful preschool which prepares children for 

the rest of their school years. Our web site, which 

had been updated earlier this year, has been wonder-

ful in letting the public know about our school.  

Nearly every day we get calls from families who are 

planning a move to the area or who have recently 

relocated here and they tell us that they had found us 

on the web. Please check out our new site at 

www.sjpreschool.com. 

If you know of someone who is considering sending 

their child to our preschool in the fall, please let 

them know that time is of the essence! 

~ Cathy Wahoff 

VESTRY UPDATE! 
As many of you may know, Jan and Bob (now Rever-

end) Saik have moved  to Arizona to both be closer to 

their daughter and for an exciting opportunity for Bob 

within the Church. On behalf of the Vestry, I wish to 

thank them for all their service to St John’s and wish 

them the best on their future endeavors! 

Jan was in the first of a three year term on Vestry, 

serving as the liaison to the Finance Committee. At 

our August 20th meeting, the Vestry decided that Bill 

Weatherholt will fill Jan’s role as Finance Committee 

liaison. The Vestry also decided not to fill the position 

with an interim appointment but instead have remain-

der of the two year term filled in the upcoming Vestry 

elections. 

Speaking of elections, we also formed our annual Ves-

try Election Search committee. I would ask that all of 

you give some thought to serving on the Vestry if you 

have never done so before. I have found my time to be 

very rewarding. I have learned much about our church, 

our parishioners, and what it takes to keep this won-

derful place running all while having a good time in 

the process. If you are curious, feel free to talk to one 

of the Vestry members to see what it is all about! 

~ Jeffrey Rees 

Junior Warden 

mailto:mtherban3@gmail.com
mailto:clothes@selectoptical.com
http://www.sjpreschool.com
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OUTREACH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES –  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

In 1993, St. John's joined with other Worthington 

churches to form a Worthington Adopt-A-House 

(AAH) partnership under the direction of Greater Co-

lumbus Habitat for Humanity.  The partnership built 

its first house in the Milo-Grogan area.  Since that 

time, the Worthington AAH has built (or rehabbed) a 

house every year and provided shelter to some 90 peo-

ple. 

 Besides Milo-Grogan, our AAH has constructed 

houses in Linden, the American Addition, Franklin-

ton, the Hilltop, the far west side, and Urbancrest.  We 

began by building single story houses on a slab.  

Eventually, Habitat and the City of Columbus agreed 

that Habitat would build houses in keeping with the 

character of the neighborhood in exchange for city 

help with infrastructure and land acquisition.  Today, 

Columbus Habitat builds one and a half or two story 

houses with a front and back porch, a basement, and a 

detached garage. 

Over the years, various churches have moved in and 

out of the partnership.  Presently, the Worthington 

AAH consists of 8 churches:  All Saints Lutheran, Be-

thel Presbyterian, Bethel United Methodist, Meadow-

park Church of God, St. John's Worthington, Wor-

thington Christian, Worthington Presbyterian, and 

Worthington United Methodist.  For the past several 

years, our AAH has partnered with another AAH, 

Dublin-Clintonville-Beechwold, to both build and fi-

nance the house.  Each year, Habitat also finds corpo-

rate partners to help with our financing since costs, 

including construction and land acquisition, are over 

$100,000 a house.  This year the Worthington AAH 

has pledged $25,000 and has currently raised $17,000 

from member churches and their parishioners. 

The Worthington Partnership will begin construction 

of its 19th house the week after Labor Day.  Our house 

location is 1183 E. 15th Ave.  It will be a one and a 

half story house on a very narrow lot but big enough 

to contain five bedrooms, two in the basement.  This 

house will replace one that has been torn down as part 

of the city's effort to prevent vacant houses from de-

grading a viable neighborhood.  So our work is a part 

of the very important neighborhood restabilization 

program. 

We provide a crew three days a week, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Saturday, with the Worthington Part-

nership responsible for the two weekdays and the 

THE FOOD PANTRIES  

The Worthington and Gladden 

Food Pantries provide a three-day 

emergency food order to families 

and individuals in a variety of 

crisis situations. Our regular 

contributions of food and toiletry 

items mean help is there when our neighbors in 

trouble need it most. Please include items for the Food 

Pantries on your weekly shopping list. 

Sept 1 - cereal 

Sept 8 - mandarin oranges 

Sept 15 - Hamburger Helper 

Sept 22 - tuna, toilet paper 

Sept 29 - baby food, formula  

Dublin-Clintonville-Beechwold Partnership taking the 

lead on Saturdays.  Volunteers from either partnership 

are welcome on any day.  No experience is needed to 

volunteer on a Habitat build (you must, however, be 

16 or older).  Those who know what they are doing 

(and after 18 years we have a number of veterans) are 

most happy to show the novice where to put the nails 

and how to attach siding.  Tools are available on site; 

just wear work shoes and work gloves. Our churches 

are also hoping to take turns providing lunch to the 

workers. 

St. John's has not been active in the AAH for a number 

of years even though it is a founding member!  So 

maybe 2013 is the time to get involved again.  There 

will be specific information in the bulletin and on the 

bulletin board once the exact start date is known.  In 

the meantime, please contact me if you have an inter-

est in this ministry. 

~ Eve Herold, 846-3736, eve7125@att.net 
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FLOURISH IN FAITH 

Connecting with God 

The apostles said to the Lord, 

“Increase our faith!”  Jesus 

wants us to live a full, abun-

dant, vibrant life found only 

through an intimate, flourishing relationship with him. 

But what about when life is so full of demands and 

responsibilities that you feel too busy to even breathe?  

Is it possible to stay connected with God – to have a 

flourishing faith – even during the busiest seasons of 

life?  Yes, I honestly believe that there is. 

During my last semester in Wellstreams one of the 

classes I took was a prayer class where we learned dif-

ferent types of prayer.  We were required to pray for at 

least 10-15 minutes twice day and then journal about 

it and then write a paragraph at the end of that time 

with what our experience was.  At first I thought this 

class was going to be a breeze.  Well let me tell you, 

it’s not as easy as it sounds.  Between working, class, 

and lots of reading to do, not to mention meetings here 

at St. John’s, it was a lot harder than I thought.  I 

learned to maximize my time.   

There are many creative, unique and even fun ways to 

connect with God, such as through journaling, art, 

conversations with others, and experiences in nature.  

This allows you to find it in the way that best nour-

ishes your own relationship with God.   I would offer 

up my singing in the choir as prayer, and let the words 

in the songs touch my heart while singing them.  If the 

song brings emotion, embrace it.  There’s a reason for 

it.   Whatever you enjoy doing is a way to connect 

with God and allows your faith to flourish.   

We all have storms arise in our lives.  Jesus tells his 

disciples in Mark 11:22, “Have faith in God.”  The 

scene was when Jesus was asleep on the boat and a 

storm came up.  I think he wanted them to realize they 

could go themselves to their Father and have faith that 

He would take care of them.  But when we pray, we 

need to be patient and know that God will show us the 

answer when it’s time for you to know it.  As the 

chant “Hidden Things” by John Philip Newell says, 

“You are above me O God, you are within.  You are 

in all things but contend by no thing.  Teach me to 

seek you in all that has life that I may see you as the 

light of life.  Teach me to search for you in my own 

depths that I may find you in every living soul.   I will 

show you hidden things, hidden things you have not 

known.”   

HIS PLACE DINNER,  

ST. JOHN’S TOWN STREET 

Our next turn for serving a community meal at St. 

John’s Town Street is coming up October 9, 2013.  A 

big THANK YOU to all who help! 

There are many ways to help. You can: 

Prepare a casserole ahead of time  

(look for recipes and pans in the church atrium) 

Shop for perishables the day of dinner 

  Set up 5:00 - 6:30 pm 

  Serve the meal family style, 6:30 - 7:15 pm 

  Clean-up 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Come out for an evening of fellowship and service. To 

help, please contact Mary Wachtel, 

mdwachtel@gmail.com , or 614.784.1450 (home), 

614.648.1450 (cell). 

~ Mary Wachtel 

REFLECTING  ON OUR FAITH 

Do you like to read?  Do you find yourself thinking 

about what you do and don’t believe?  You may find 

our Thursday book group, Reflecting on Our Faith, 

interesting and helpful.  We meet at St. John’s in the 

Conference Room the first and third Thursday of each 

month, September through May, from 1:30-3:30PM.  

Our first meeting this fall is Thursday, Sept. 5th.  This 

will be “a catch up and planning meeting”.  Several 

people have been reading “The Sparrow” by Mary 

Doria Russell during the summer.  We will hear what 

they thought about that book and we will, also, be se-

lecting the next books we want to read. If this sounds 

interesting please come and find out more about the 

group.  No need to sign up, just come.  If you would 

like more information please contact: 

~ Lorey Roggenkamp 

614-310-5672 

lroggenkamp@columbus,rr,com 

“The truth is that God in his wisdom determines the 

course and the character of each one’s spiritual jour-

ney according to the talents and gifts God has given 

them.”  –The Cloud of Unknowing   

Donna Hissrich 

(on behalf of the Stewardship Committee) 

mailto:mdwachtel@gmail.com
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VESTRY ELECTIONS  

& NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Believe it or not, it is coming up on that time of year 

when we start the process of electing new Vestry 

members.  A Nominating Committee is being formed 

and they will be putting together a slate of candidates 

for election early next year. 

In view of that, I thought this would be a good time to 

revisit the article I did last year regarding service on 

the Vestry.  If you feel called to serve on the Vestry 

please contact Bill Weatherholt, Nominating Commit-

tee Chair.  If a committee member calls you, please 

prayerfully consider service on the Vestry.  It is a 

great way to be a part of the St. John’s community. 

WHAT IS THE VESTRY?   WHY SHOULD YOU 

NOT BE INTIMIDATED TO BE PART OF IT? 

Very simply, the Vestry is the governing body of St 

John’s.  Every Episcopal Church has one.  While the 

Rector is the Chief Operating Officer, the Vestry is 

the Board of Directors. 

What the Vestry IS NOT: 

 An exclusive club for only the “in” group 

(whatever that is); 

 People who just “what to be in control of what 

goes on”; 

 People who are more knowledgeable about St 

John’s and the dioceses of Southern Ohio than the 

rest of the parish; 

 People who have been members of St Johns for a 

long time; 

 People who are overly committed, overly serious 

or overly stuffy, and 

 The Vestry is definitely not made up of people, 

who just want to come to church on Sunday, 

maybe provide some financial support, and then 

go home with no other involvement in the life of 

St Johns. 

What the Vestry IS: 

 A body of parishioners who love St John’s and 

want to help direct the future of the parish; 

 People who feel they should give of themselves to 

pay forward on what they receive from being a 

part of St John’s; 

 People who would enjoy being part of a group that 

works together to make a difference; 

 A way to get to know fellow 

parishioners in a way that you 

never can do by just seeing 

them on Sunday morning; 

 A diverse group with diverse 

opinions who always respect 

each other and always come 

together for the common 

good; and 

 The Vestry is a dedicated group that does the 

work of the church, makes decisions that affect all 

of us, and manages to enjoy themselves in the 

process.  

What is the time commitment? 

 A three year term;  

 A monthly meeting on the third Tuesday begin-

ning at 7 PM, usually lasting until 8:30 PM, 9 PM 

at the very latest.  Child care will be provided, if 

needed; 

 Membership in one of the operating committees of 

the parish as the Vestry Representative with atten-

dance at committee meetings (most committees do 

not meet on a monthly basis but on an as needed 

basis); 

 Participation in a Vestry planning session on a 

Saturday in early spring after the new Vestry is 

seated, and 

 Participation in the religious, educational and/or 

social events of the parish. 

Some people are surprised and honored when they are 

asked to run for Vestry.  You should be honored, but 

not surprised.  Sooner or later as an active member of 

St Johns you will likely be asked to make that com-

mitment.  Others are bothered by the request and/or 

don’t want to be bothered by participation in “yet an-

other commitment”.  Vestry service is certainly not a 

bother but should only be considered with the correct 

attitude and outlook that, if elected, you will serve 

gladly, with dedication and with a decent sense of hu-

mor. 

Please give Vestry service you prayerful consideration 

when asked to be available for service.  The commit-

ment is not really large and the rewards are great both 

for you and for St Johns. 

~ Bill Weatherholt 

Senior Warden 

614-847-9945 

blweatherholt@wowway.com 
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE:  

MUSIC NOTES 
 

Thank you to all summer musicians! 

This summer we had 34 different people offer music 

for worship – instrumental soloists and several differ-

ent small ensembles, vocal soloists, and choral groups 

ranging in size from 2 to 17. Each of these groups in-

volved at least one additional rehearsal (and in many 

cases, several). Thank you to each of you for sharing 

your gifts, for your flexibility, for your humor, and for 

your dedication to making excellent music a part of 

our worship! I love this photo of our “Pachelbel Choir” 

warming up on August 18, complete with babies! 

ORGAN REPAIRS 

During the first full 

week of August, the 

organ underwent some 

minor repairs. Since at 

least last summer, the 

choir organ (played by 

the lowest keyboard, 

with pipes housed 

above the choir stalls) has had five rather finicky 

stops, the result of worn out pneumatic switches. 

Without going into a lot of technical language, the 

manifestation of these worn out switches was that cer-

tain notes would simply, and without warning, cease 

to play – a little disconcerting to the organist, as I’m 

sure you can imagine! Peebles-Herzog (the company 

that maintains our organ) restored the pneumatics to 

new condition, replacing the existing rubberized mate-

rial with finest quality leather. The work was com-

pleted over four days and cost just under $2,000. We 

are thankful to Mike, Lynn, and their team for the ex-

cellent care that they give this instrument! 

LOOKING AHEAD… 

Several exciting events will be a part of the 2013-14 

program year, including… 

Sunday, October 13, 3:00 p.m. – Kyle Johnson, or-

ganist (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, November 10, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong

(Canticles – Stanford; Responses – Ayleward; Anthem 

– Vaughan Williams) 

Sunday, December 8, 3:00 p.m. – “Rhymes, Lulla-

bies, and Letters, Oh My!” (Rebecca Freshwater and 

Maribeth Crawford, sopranos – Music Series family 

concert) 

Sunday, January 5, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. – A Festival of 

Christmas Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, March 2, 3:00 p.m. – The Black Swamp 

Saxophone Quartet (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. – Instrumentalists of St. 

John’s (Music Series concert) 

CHOIR REHEARSALS START AUGUST 29 

On Sunday, September 8, the full choir returns to lead 

worship! We welcome back returning members and 

are eager to hear some new voices as well. The choir 

is open to anyone who can read music, high school-

aged and older, and no audition is required. The choir 

sings at the 9:00 service on the first Sunday of each 

month (October through June) and at the 11:15 service 

on the other Sundays from Labor Day through Trinity 

Sunday. 

New members are welcome at any time, so if your 

schedule doesn’t allow you to attend the first rehearsal 

or two, don’t worry. 

Not sure how you feel about a weekly commitment? I 

invite you to try singing for a season (September 

through the last Sunday of Pentecost on November 24) 

and see how choir fits into your life. Rehearsals begin 

Thursday, August 29 and the choir sings for worship 

beginning Sunday, September 8. 

CHOIR SCHEDULE: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the 

month), in the Chancel 

The complete 2013-14 Choir Calendar is posted on the 

church website under Worship: Music: Adult Choir. 

~ Sara Seidel 

Coordinator of Music 
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CHILDREN’S & YOUTH MINISTRIES NEWS 

A new programming year has arrived, and with it 

many opportunities for fun and learning for the chil-

dren and youth of St. John’s!  This is the perfect time 

to explore new ways that your family can be more in-

volved at church, and watch your kids and youth grow 

in faith and fellowship alongside their peers.   

The last session of “Summer Sundays” during the 9:00 

am worship service will be on September 1st.  Chil-

dren’s Church will return for a new year on Sunday, 

September 8th!  Children’s Church (CC) is a relaxed 

and kid-friendly worship experience that includes a 

Gospel reading, sermon, Creed, songs, and prayers.  

CC is offered every Sunday morning during the 9:00 

am worship service, and CC kids return to sit with 

their families for the Holy Eucharist. 

Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies & 

toddlers will meet every other week, beginning on 

September 15th.  GIFT is a special worship experience 

for babies and toddlers and their grownups that meets 

at 10:20 am in the Nursery.  GIFT sessions include a 

rhyming Bible story, simple songs, hand motions, 

prayers, and bubbles.  GIFT will meet in September 

on the 15th and 29th. 

Children’s Education (aka “Sunday School”) will 

return on September 8th.  There will be two Children’s 

Ed classes this year – one for preschoolers & kinder-

garteners and another for 1st through 5th graders.  

Classes will meet each Sunday from 10:20 to 11:00 

am to learn and explore the great stories of the Bible 

and the great traditions of the Episcopal Church.  We 

will continue to use the “Weaving God’s Promises” 

curriculum as our guide. 

Youth Education will also return on September 8th.  

Youth Education will have a varied format this year, 

with a Senior High Coffee Hour (for 9th-12th graders) 

and a Junior High Hangout (for 6th-8th graders) on 

some Sundays and a larger combined Youth Ed class 

(for 6th-12th graders) on other days.  In September, Sr. 

High Coffee Hour and Jr. High Hangout will be of-

fered on the 15th & 29th, and the combined Youth Ed 

class will be offered on the 8th & the 22nd. 

The Youth Group provides 6th-12th graders with op-

portunities to explore spirituality together, form strong 

relationships, have meaningful discussions, and just 

have fun!  We have three events scheduled in Septem-

ber: on the 8th, we’ll walk to lunch together at 12:30 

pm and return to the Carriage House for an art project; 

on the 22nd, we’ll go to lunch together at 12:30 pm and 

then volunteer at the Ohio House Rabbit Adoption 

Center; and on the 29th we’ll attend the Parish Picnic 

together at 12:30 pm.  Other events on the horizon in-

clude a hayride and campfire at Miller’s Country Gar-

dens, horseback riding at Marmon Valley Farm, and a 

ski trip sometime in the winter. 

All children, youth, and families are welcome to be 

part of the many age-appropriate ministries here at St. 

John’s – don’t let your kids miss out! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard,  

Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

Pictures from the Back-to-School Lock-In August 

After a pizza dinner kids worked out their excess energy 

on the playground.  

Looks like he's due  

any day now! 

… more on page 8 
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ATTENTION PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS! 
 

Mark your calendars now for a mandatory pag-

eant practice on Saturday, December 21st from 

10:30 am to 1:30 pm 

(lunch will be pro-

vided). This will be 

the only pageant 

practice this year, and 

all kids & youth who 

want to take part in 

the Christmas Eve Pageant must be present! Talk 

to Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard or Sara Seidel if 

you have questions. 

Kids & youth worked together to decorate Fr. 

Philip's office door as a special birthday surprise. 

Much beautifying was done at the youth's Midnight 

Nail Salon in the Carriage House. 

ANNUAL FALL PARISH PICNIC 

Save the Date!!! The Annual St. Johns Fall Parish Picnic is 

scheduled for Sunday, September 29, 2013 after the 11 

a.m. service on the South Lawns of the Church (if raining 

we will move inside to Kilbourne Hall). The Hospitality & 

Fellowship Committee will provide grilled hamburgers, 

hot dogs, Brats and veggie burgers with buns as well as 

bottled water. We ask Parish members to supply a side 

dish to share. If your last name begins A thru M please 

bring an appetizer or dessert item, if your last name begins 

N thru Z please bring a hot or cold side dish or salad.  

Questions - contact John Starkie at 614-266-2405 

Please join us for some fine food and fellowship on 

September 29th! 

~ John Starkie - Hospitality & Fellowship Chairperson  

 

LEADERSHIP WORTHINGTON  

Leadership Worthington is now accepting applications for 

the 24th class. Leadership Worthington graduated its 1st 

class in 1991 and continues to grow as a very strong and 

developing leadership program in Central Ohio. 

Over the years, enrollees have been representatives of large 

and small Worthington businesses, Civic Associations, 

Churches, Schools, Social Organizations, College students 

and graduates, Non-profit groups, and City and community 

representatives. 

Applications are available at the Leadership Worthington 

Office 200 E. Wilson Bridge Rd. or by calling 450-6057, or 

email--execdir@leadershipworthington.org. Applications 

are also found on the website 

www.leadershipworthington.org. Deadline for applications 

is Monday Sept. 16th, with the first class sessions on Thurs-

day Sept. 26th. 

~ Joan Bird 

mailto:email--execdir@leadershipworthington.org
http://www.leadershipworthington.org/
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Get Ready to FLOURISH IN FAITH! 

“Flourish in Faith” will be the theme of St. John’s annual giving campaign in 

October.  The Rev. Laurel Johnston, Executive Director of TENS (The Epis-

copal Network for Stewardship) offers the following introduction to our 

theme - some leafy green food for thought to help us flourish in our faith:  

“Scripture tells us that God first placed human beings in a garden to prac-

tice stewardship: cultivating, tending, toiling and caring for God’s garden 

(Genesis 2:15).  From the opening verses of Genesis, God blesses and calls 

all of creation to be fruitful and flourish.  As God’s stewards, it is our 

highest privilege to use the gifts that have been entrusted to us—relationships and resources—to ensure that 

the entire created order reaches its potential of life abundant. 

“Hildegard of Bingen, a mystic, theologian and Benedictine nun, named the vitality and vigor of God viridi-

tas, which means the green energy of great love pulsing through the entire universe. Wherever Hildegard 

looked she saw a green force animating every creature and plant with verdant divine love.  Over and over in 

her writings she chose viriditas to express God’s goodness, mercy and love charging the whole world with 

life, beauty and renewal.  She understood the tree to be a sign of God’s ongoing fellowship with humanity.  

The patriarchs and prophets who predicted Christ were “the roots” of the divine tree, from which sprouted 

the most delicate bud, God’s Son Jesus Christ.  From Jesus grew the fruits of the twelve virtues: charity, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control and 

chastity. 

“How do we find a ground for faith in this God of vitality and vigor?  How do you flourish in faith in a cul-

ture that tells us not only that there is not enough, but so often, that you are not enough?  Flourish can be 

defined as a bold or extravagant gesture or action, made especially to attract the attention of others.  What is 

it that you can do to boldly trust in God?  The annual giving campaign is an opportunity for us to flourish in 

our faith.  When we are intentional and faithful in our giving, we boldly tell the world that we want to grow 

in putting our trust in God.  We trust, like Hildegard, in the green force pulsing through the universe. We 

trust, like Jesus, in God’s desire for life abundant.” 

© 2013 The Episcopal Network for Stewardship 

Donna Hissrich’s article this month encourages us to “Flourish in Faith” by connecting with God.  Father 

Philip’s sermons this summer effectively encouraged us to flourish in faith as we allow ourselves to “be trans-

formed” so that we can transform the world and make it a better place; he exhorted us to “Love God.  Love 

your neighbor.  Change the world.”  Laurel, Donna, and Philip are planting seeds in our hearts and minds – get 

ready to grow and to flourish! 

~ Mary Bailey – on behalf of the  

Stewardship Committee 
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CELTIC SERVICES 

Last September, nine members 

of St. John's traveled to Iona, 

an island off the coast of Scot-

land, under the auspices of the 

Bexley-Seabury seminary.  

John Philip Newell, our leader 

in Iona, wrote in Christ of the 

Celts: “ Iona is an island that . 

. . still has the freshness of the 

first day of creation.  It can be an island of wild wind 

and elemental storm, but in turbulence or stillness, 

Iona is a place where the sounds of the Beginning can 

immediately be heard.”  Certainly, we found this to be 

so.  When we returned, energized by our experiences 

of worship at the Iona Abbey,  and with the blessing 

of our Rector, we began to hold Sunday afternoon ser-

vices in the Celtic Christian tradition. 

This year the lay-led Celtic service will be offered 

once a month at 5 pm. in Kilbourne Hall.  It will be 

held on the first Sunday of the month October – Feb-

ruary and April and on the second Sunday in Septem-

ber, March, May, and June.  Each service will be ad-

vertised in the weekly bulletin, the newsletter, and on 

posters.  The Celtic services are participatory with re-

sponsive readings, singing, sometimes chanting, and 

always meditation.  Scriptural readings, prayer, and 

blessing are, of course, also included.  Services usu-

ally last about 45 minutes and are followed by hospi-

tality and fellowship.  All are welcome to attend as 

well as participate in planning the services, doing 

readings, and providing music. 

Celtic Christianity represents one of the earliest forms 

of Christian worship.  Celtic Christians migrated from 

the Middle East in the first centuries after Jesus, bring-

ing with them the simple practices of their Christian 

communities.  In the West, Celtic Christianity spread 

as a monastic movement.  St. Martin established the 

first monastery near Poitiers in Gaul around 361.  In 

the next two centuries, Celtic monastic communities 

spread throughout Brittany, England, Wales, Ireland, 

Scotland, and the Germanic lands.  While the Latin 

Church was organizing itself hierarchically to serve as 

the Roman Empire's official religion, Celtic Christian-

ity developed as an egalitarian, communal church in 

which religious practice was intertwined with ordinary 

life. 

Celtic Christianity flourished in wild, unsettled lands, 

far from the urban centers of the Empire.  The Celts 

were rooted in the natural world, a world in which 

God was a felt presence at every moment.  They en-

countered God in the sea and the sky, the moon and 

the stars, the rain and the wind as their prayers and 

blessings and music attest.  For them, all of the Crea-

tion, which included themselves, was good.  There 

was no division between this world and God's world, 

between matter and spirit, between flesh and soul.  

John Scotus Eriugena, a ninth-century Celtic teacher, 

tells us that  nature and grace flow together from God 

as his gifts to man – the gift of “being” and the gift of 

“well-being”.  This was the good news that Jesus 

came to proclaim. 

Hopefully, St. John's Celtic service reflects in some 

small way the Celtic Christian spirit.  Please join us. 

~ Eve Herold for the St. John’s Celtic Fellowship  

HOMEWORK CLUB WELCOMES YOU  

INTO MISSION 

If you enjoy helping children as they complete their 

school work and learn new skills, this ministry may 

be calling you.  Sessions are Monday and Wednesday 

evenings from 6 to 7 PM. You may volunteer for one 

or two nights a week or several nights a month.  High 

school volunteers who are seeking service hours are 

also invited to participate. Spanish is NOT a require-

ment. 

Open House  Sunday afternoon, September 8 from 

2 to 4 PM  St. Edward’s Episcopal Church at 214 

Fairway Boulevard, Whitehall (heading south on 

Hamilton Rd., it is the 1st left south of Broad St.). 

Come tour our educational facility and talk to others 

who enjoy this ministry to the children of Latino and 

other immigrant families.  

Training for Tutors  Monday evening, September 9 

from 6 to 7 PM  Understanding the routine and mate-

rials at hand will help you feel prepared for this new 

venture in ministry. 

Homework Club Opens for the 2013-14 school year 

on Wednesday, September 11 from 6 to 7 PM.  You 

can make a difference to these children and their 

families who seek the freedoms of our country. 

For further information, call Deacon Fred or Diana 

Shirley 614-882-9038 

~ Diana Shirley 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee 

meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components 

of the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 

 

Thursday, September 5th  1:30 PM – ROOF Group, Conference Room, Lorey Roggenkamp, 310-5672 

Saturday, September 7th 1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Saturday, September 7th  6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, September 8th  5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Kilbourne Hall, Eve Herold, 846-3736 

Thursday, September 12th  5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, Chip Lothes, 560-4912 

Tuesday, September 17th  7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music & Movement Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, September 18th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Thursday, September 19th  1:30 PM – ROOF Group, Conference Room, Lorey Roggenkamp,310-5672 

Saturday, September 21st  WORTHINGTON MARKET DAY 

Sunday, September 22nd  12:30 PM - Newcomers Reception, Kilbourne Hall, Susie Bonnell 

Tuesday, September 24th  7:00 PM – Worship Committee, Conference Room, 

Thursday, September26th   6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 

Saturday, September 28th  1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Sunday, September 29th  12:30 PM – Parish-wide Fall Picnic, South Lawn, John Starkie 784-1450 

Thursday, October 3rd  1:30 PM – ROOF Group, Conference Room, Lorey Roggenkamp,310-5672 

Saturday, October 5th  6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of SEPTEMBER 
 

Sunday 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Monday 

 7:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 268, Undercroft 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

7:00 PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  
St. John's Intercessory Prayer Group prays for others and the situations in 

which they, their loved ones, friends, co-workers, etc, may find themselves.  

If you or someone you love or know needs prayer support or you would 

like to join us in praying, please call or email me, Jo Pascoe at  

(614) 885-1773 or twopas@aol.com. 

 ~ Jo Pascoe  

mailto:twopas@aol.com
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 September Birthdays 
 

Andrew Nelson Sept. 1 

Scott Williams  Sept. 2 

Dave Gessaman Sept. 3 

Diane Blain  Sept. 3 

Joe Factor  Sept. 3 

Donna Hissrich  Sept. 3 

Mary Louise Progoff Sept. 4 

Karen Patterson Sept. 4 

Trent Webster  Sept. 4 

Wyatt Starkie  Sept. 4 

Chase Forsythe Sept. 5 

Harry Heald  Sept. 6 

Carol Newcomb-Alutto Sept. 8  

Shrilien Metersky Sept. 9 

Kathy Hayes  Sept. 10 

Kimberly Ellcessor Sept. 10 

Nick Basso   Sept. 11 

Kathy Hall  Sept. 11 

Marianne Broere Sept. 11 

Ginny Hill  Sept. 12 

Jonathan Johns Sept. 12 

Alice Hohl  Sept. 12 

Christine Arnold Sept. 13 

Mary Bailey  Sept. 13 

Brea Daniel  Sept. 15 

Loretta Strang  Sept. 18 

Len Gibler  Sept. 18 

Anita Jackson  Sept. 19 

Matt Rice  Sept. 19 

Margaret Scott  Sept. 19 

Jeanne Winget  Sept. 20 

Dale Bennett  Sept. 20 

John Sheridan  Sept. 20 

Josh Fuller  Sept. 20 

Helena Michalski  Sept.20 

Dick Danke  Sept. 21 

Garrett Thesing Sept. 21 

Jon Pawley  Sept. 23 

Punky Cline  Sept. 24 

Jan Howden  Sept. 25 

Tom Bainbridge Sept. 25 

Eve Herold  Sept. 27 

Hat O’Toole  Sept. 27 

Melissa Faulkner Sept. 28 

Annaliese Michalski Sept. 29 

Tricia Herban  Sept. 30 

Rachel Fuller  Sept. 30 

Adrian Turner  Sept. 30 

Leighton Calfee Sept. 30 

SAVE THE DATE: ST. JOHN’S WOMENS’ RETREAT  

OCTOBER 18-19, 2013 

Our theme this year will be “Floating Like a Feather on the Breath 

of God”. A retreat with Women Mystics! Mystics are ordinary peo-

ple who have a deep, personal relationship with God and indescrib-

able inexplicable and intimate experiences of God’s love. Come 

spend some time with a few of the great Christian mystics¬ – Julian 

of Norwich, Catherine of Siena, Hildegard of Bingen, Teresa of 

Avila, among others – in prayer and reflection and perhaps even get 

a glimpse into the Mystery that embraced each of these women with 

great passion and transformed each one in unique and wonderful 

ways. This year’s retreat will held at the Transfiguration Spirituality 

Center located at 495 Albion Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45246. 

The cost is $72, which includes breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 

We have decided to do a potluck again this year on Friday night 

around 6:30. Please make your check out the St. John’s and be sure 

to write Women’s Retreat on the memo line. Checks and reserva-

tions need to be given to me no later than September 25th to reserve 

your room. Scholarships are available. Everyone is welcome. Res-

ervations are starting to come in so get your reservation to me now, 

so you don’t miss out on this wonderful retreat! We do have a full 

kitchen and private rooms. There are only 4 rooms downstairs so 

please be sure to let me know if you need a downstairs room and if 

you have any dietary needs also.  

Our Facilitator this year is Anita Davidson, who has nearly thirty 

years of experience working in the field of spirituality. She has 

worked for the Catholic Diocese of Columbus, two parishes and the 

Dominican Sisters of Peace. She is currently serving as coordinator 

of Corpus Christi Center of Peace, a new spirituality and commu-

nity outreach center located on Columbus’ South side. In addition 

she is a spiritual director and retreat leader. 

Anita completed Shalem Institute’s Spiritual Guidance Program, 

holds a Master’s degree in clinical psychology and a Bachelor’s de-

gree in parish ministry. She just celebrated ten years of marriage 

with her husband and is the mom and step-mom to four grown chil-

dren and a four year old German Shepherd/Coonhound mix. She’s 

an avid reader, crocheter, singer, traveler and motorcycle rider. 

Please contact Donna Hissrich at 614-203-3562 or email me at 

donna.hissrich@gmail.com for more information.  

~ Donna Hissrich  

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
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