
  

Crossroads 
Volume 95, Issue 10 Monthly November  2013 

__________________________________________________ 

St. John’s 

Episcopal 

Church 
 

700 High Street 
 

Worthington, OH 43085 
 

(614) 846-5180 
 

Fax: (614) 846-1564 
 

www.StJohns 

Worthington.org 

The Rev. Philip College 

Rector 
 

Vicky Turner 

Office Coordinator 
 

The Rev. Jackie Burns 

Deacon 
 

The Rev. Deniray Mueller 

Deacon 
 

Maggie Leidheiser-

Stoddard  
Children and Youth  

Ministries Coordinator 
 

Sara Seidel 

Coordinator of Music 
 

Jared Bennett 

Organ Intern 
 

Juan Perez 

Seminarian 
 

H. Peter Kang 

Seminarian 

Newsletter Staff 

Vicky Turner 

Virginia Nussbaum 

Laura Dodds,  

Steve Ellcessor and  

Greg Hayes,  

Photographers 

Choral Evensong – Sunday, November 10 at 5:00 p.m. 

Evensong is an Anglican liturgy that dates back to 1549, when it was established by 

Bishop Thomas Cranmer using elements from the ancient canonical offices of both 

Vespers and Compline. Like all forms of liturgical worship, Evensong has elements 

of drama and ritual that nourish our spiritual lives. Evensong is traditionally primarily 

sung by a choir; the congregation participates in the hymns and spoken sections of the 

liturgy, as well as in quiet prayer and meditation throughout the service. The choral 

portions of the service are a means with which to draw the congregation nearer to the 

presence of God.  
 

Because most of the service is sung, there is a very large repertoire of music that has 

been composed specifically for Evensong, from the 16th century to today. The two 

primary canticles sung during Evensong are the Magnificat – the Song of Mary – and 

the Nunc dimittis – the Song of Simeon. On November 10th, the choir will sing 

settings of the canticles by the Irish composer 

Charles Villers Stanford (1852-1924). The 

prayers are set by English composer Richard 

Ayleward (1626-1669), and the anthem will be 

by English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams 

(1872-1958), who was a student of Stanford’s at 

Trinity College, Cambridge. 
 

Please join us for this beautiful and moving 

worship experience. 

~ Sara Seidel 

BAPTISMS   

We will have several baptisms at the 11:15 a.m. service on 

the Sunday after All Saints Day, November 3rd. Please be 

present for this joyful celebration! 

The next date for baptisms will be the Sunday after the 

Epiphany, January 12th, 2014.   

If you wish to be baptized, or if you have a child to be bap-

tized, please contact Fr. Philip. Baptismal education lasting 

approximately one hour is required prior to baptism.     

+ Fr. Philip 

TIME CHANGE—FALL BACK!   

Don’t forget, the time changes Saturday night, November 2. Set your 

clock back one hour before going to bed.  
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ATTENTION PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS! 
 

Mark your calendars 

for a mandatory  

pageant practice on  

Saturday,  

December 21st from 

10:30 am to 1:30 pm 

(lunch will be pro-

vided). All kids & 

youth who want to take part in the Christmas Eve 

Pageant must be present at this rehearsal! Talk to 

Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard or Sara Seidel if you 

have questions. 

ACOLYTE CORNER 

St. John’s is blessed to have families with histories of 

serving as Acolytes. Parents served when they were 

young and now the tradition of service is being 

handed down to their children. We also have siblings 

who serve as Acolytes. Last 

month you met Katie Rice, this 

month please met Katie’s 

brother Alex.  

Why am I an Acolyte? 
One reason I am an Acolyte at 

our Church is because I am a 

Boy Scout and a Scout is rever-

ent. Another reason I am an 

Acolyte is because it feels im-

portant to me to help around our 

Church. I have been told that the 

little things in life are the ones that make the biggest 

difference and/or bigger impact. And if everyone does 

a little thing for our Church, as small as it may be, it 

could help in a big way, and that is why I am an Aco-

lyte at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

~ Alex Rice  

NOVEMBER SATURDAY SUPPER - Sue Sheets is 

hosting this months Saturday Supper at her home on 

November 2nd at 6:30 PM. Her entrée will be Chicken 

Pot Pie. Make your reservation soon and let her know 

what you will be bringing -- appetizer, salad, vegeta-

ble, dessert.  Sue has extensively re-modeled her 

home so you will be in for some pleasant surprises. 

Hope to see you there. For more information contact 

Sue at sueshee45@yahoo.com or 764-1941. 

~ Kim Basso 

WELCOME NEW USHERS! 

The following people have 

volunteered to be our newest 

ushers for the 11:15 a.m. ser-

vice: Susan Dovell, Richard 

Maynard, Angie Anderson, 

Jeff Nelson, Scott Williams and Jennifer Williams. 

Please thank these folks for saying “yes”!  

The BREAD Organization Annual Assembly  

on November 12th at First 

Congregational Church on 

East Broad Street will be to 

vote for the new commu-

nity problem to address this 

year. We need as many 

people as we can to attend 

that meeting. There will be 

free parking. I would like 

to invite everybody to be-

come involved in our congregation's Justice Minis-

try network as a member. For more information 

contact Yvette Lissanon at 614-839-6767.  

HOSPITALITY & FELLOWSHIP GIVES 

THANKS!  
We offer thanksgivings for all the helping hands at 

the Annual Fall Parish Picnic this year. From set-

up of the event to donating pot luck food items to 

the grill masters to the assistance with the break-

down - many thanks to all that helped make this 

year's Parish Picnic a huge success!!  

The Hospitality & Fellowship Committee 

Chairperson - John Starkie  

CELTIC WORSHIP SERVICE NOV. 3, 2013  
Join us for a Celtic Service on Sun-

day, November 3rd in Kilbourne 

Hall at 5 p.m. This is a very peace-

ful, spirit-filled service that many 

have found quite meaningful, we 

will include an Agape Communion 

service. The service will conclude 

at 6 p.m. For further information, please call         

Nina Bruns 882-9032 or Punky Cline 284-3782.  

Alex Rice 

mailto:sueshee45@yahoo.com
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The members of the Property Committee meet once a 

month to review new and on-going projects that have 

been referred to us for completion or that we deem 

necessary.  We have been very busy over the past 

year. Your generous gifts have allowed us to com-

plete projects that continue to beautify our church 

campus and maintain its structural integrity. Here is a 

summary of what we have completed and what is on 

the horizon: 

 Completed restoration (tuck pointing) of brick-

work on all buildings of our campus.  In addition, 

the columbarium wall along Rt. 161 has all been 

repaired, as well. This protects the exterior of the 

buildings from weather conditions and improves 

the appearance, as well. 

 The iron railings that lead into the church en-

trances are in the process of being repainted.  Par-

ish Hall windows/fascia are all being restored and 

repainted. 

 A new freezer, as well as two new stoves, have 

been installed in the kitchen. 

 The ECW supported the updating of the kitchen-

ette in Kilbourne Hall with a new counter top and 

cabinetry. 

 Created four new parking spots and landscaping 

at Township Hall. 

 Renovated two bathrooms in Township Hall. 

 Upgraded and installed a new HVAC control 

panel to support our multiple heating systems. 

 New lighting was added to the Choir room. 

Our next big project will be the repair and restoration 

of the stained glass windows on the west side of the 

church.  This has been approved and funded with an 

anticipated start date in early 2014.  Our goal is to 

eventually refurbish all stained glass windows in the 

church. 

Other projected anticipated for the future (in no par-

ticular order) are: 

 A new dishwasher for the kitchen. 

 Replacement of the carpeting in Kilbourne Hall 

and the Atrium and stairs/hallway in the office 

wing. 

 Refurbishing of the doors on the front and south 

of the 700 Building (Kilbourne Hall/office). 

 A new (larger) gutter above the south door and 

ice “dams” on the roof above that door to im-

prove drainage and avoid dangerous ice buildup 

at the top of the stairs. 

~ Co-Chairs, Dick Danke and Linda Weatherholt 

STEWARDSHIP 

The theme for our fall pledge program last month was 

Flourish in Faith.  We had many opportunities to re-

flect on the many blessings in our lives and how our 

giving is related to our own flourishing in faith.  

About three dozen parishioners shared their faith and 

their love of St. John’s, either by writing personal 

notes to other parishioners or by speaking on Sunday 

morning, and we thank them for sharing their faith in 

such a special way.  As members of St. John’s, we of-

fer our financial pledges to help support and sustain all 

the ministries of St. John’s, enabling worship, out-

reach, fellowship, and formation to happen in Christ’s 

name, day by day and week by week. Personalized 

pledge forms were mailed to all parishioners, and we 

asked parishioners to return their completed pledge 

forms on Consecration Sunday, October 27, after 

which we celebrated with a festive meal. Thanks to 

everyone for the delicious potluck items at the brunch 

and lunch, and to John Pascoe and John Starkie for 

providing the main dishes. Thanks to all who turned in 

their pledge form and to those who have submitted 

their pledge form online.  The Vestry needs to know 

what commitments of financial support they can ex-

pect in 2014, so if you haven’t yet done so, please re-

turn your completed pledge form as soon as possible, 

either by mail or in the offering plate, or fill out a 

pledge form online at www.stjohnsworthington.org/

stewardship-pledge-online/.  We thank YOU for shar-

ing yourself and your gifts with our church community 

– together we will continue to flourish in our faith, 

reaching out to others to share God’s love. 

~ Mary Bailey 

 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/


4 

NEW CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 

Numerous members of our 

congregation are offering 

long-term care to a loved 

one. As a response to their 

need for mutual support 

and encouragement – and 

for education as well, Nina 

Bruns has started a Care-

givers Support Group. 

Nancy Woodson and Kim Basso are assisting Nina in 

the leadership of the group.  

At present the group plans to meet monthly on the 

third Wednesday of the month at 10:45 a.m. here at St. 

John’s. Please contact Nina Bruns, if you need more 

information 614-882-9032, nmbruns@yahoo.com .  

DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

This year’s diocesan convention will be held on Friday 

and Saturday, November 8th and 9th in Cincinnati.   

In addition to your clergy, the delegates for St. John’s 

will be: Bill Weatherholt, Linda Weatherholt 

(replacing Anna Sylvester), Jeff Rees and Nancy 

Elkington.  The alternate delegates will be David 

Hissrich, Caroline Fraker and Jonathan Johns. 

If you would like to learn more about the Diocesan 

Convention, please refer to the diocesan newspaper, 

The Interchange – hopefully you have received the 

newsletter at your home. You can also learn more by 

going to the diocesan website (http://www.episcopal-

dso.org/). Of course you could also speak to the 

delegates!  

FALLING INTO SCHOOL!! 

The shadows are growing longer, the leaves need 

raking, snow is just around the corner and best of all 

laughter has begun filling the hallways and a few 

tears have been shed so it must be that St. John’s 

Early Education Center is in full swing. If you come 

and visit you will see that the art work is starting to 

fill the hallway (and perhaps covering many a refrig-

erator at home) and the singing coming out of the 

classrooms will make your heart smile. We still 

have a few spots left so if you are interested or know 

of someone who would like a great experience for 

their child, please call us for a tour at 885-2315. 

We also have some wonderful news. The State of 

Ohio Step Up To Quality has awarded us a 4 Star 

rating!! We have been recognized once again for all 

of the quality educational preschool experience we 

provide little ones. We are proud of our teachers for 

all that they do for each and every child to make us a 

great school.  

We have a new teacher this year, Janet Dolan ,who 

had previously taught here. Janet is a Worthington 

resident with two grown children. She is teaching 

three year olds 2 days a week. She will also join 

Karen Sapp in doing the Art special this year.  

A bit of sad news:  Due to health concerns, Madam 

has had to retire from teaching French. She will be 

greatly missed, and since she is irreplaceable Senora 

Perfect has started a Spanish class for us.  Kim Per-

fect was a teacher here several years ago and is com-

ing back to teach Spanish.  Please help us by wel-

coming her back. 

At this time we are beginning enrollment for the 

Young 3 year olds although we have 9 enrolled al-

ready, (12 per classroom) so if you have anyone 

who would like to start their little one in January, 

they need to get their application in very soon. We 

are the only preschool in the area to have a young 

3’s program offered so the program is much sought 

after.  

Have a wonderful fall! 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director  

St. John’s Early Ed Center visit to the pumpkin 

patch.   Teachers and children had a great time! 

Nina Bruns 

mailto:nmbruns@yahoo.com
http://www.episcopal-dso.org/
http://www.episcopal-dso.org/
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ST. JOHN’S BROADENS MINISTRY WITH LIBERIA 

Through the Altar Guild of St. John’s, the parish is 

broadening its ministry with the Episcopal Church of 

Liberia.  In September, the Altar Guild sent a 2.5-

3.5CU FT box containing candles of varying dimen-

sions and usages: seven medium Paschal candles, six 

short Paschal candles; six white Taper candles of dif-

fering lengths; and four short Advent candles.  These 

items, although used, are in very good condition.  Ac-

cepting the gift on behalf of the Episcopal Church of 

Liberia, Mother Abby Flemister said that many vil-

lage congregations will, for the first time, have a Pas-

chal candle in their worship service that will bring joy 

to the members.  Mother Abby thanked the Altar 

Guild for their thoughtfulness in sending the gift to 

Liberia.  The gift is directed to the Bishop of Liberia, 

Rt. Rev. Jonathan B. B. Hart.  It is shipped through 

the reputable Liberian shipping company, I. B. 

Xpress of Minnesota.  The box will arrive in Decem-

ber, plenty of time before Easter 2014.   

You will recall that the parish offers scholarship as-

sistance to students in Liberia and is renovating a 

school through the Millennium Development Goals 

funds.   

FOOD PANTRY 
As we look forward to Thanksgiv-

ing this month with family and 

friends, each of us will reflect on 

the many gifts and blessings God 

has given us. But some families 

and individuals approach the com-

ing holidays with dread or anxiety, because money 

and food are in short supply due to job loss, extended 

illness, low wages, or other causes.  Loneliness and 

depression can afflict the unemployed, the elderly, 

singles, and others during the holidays, even while 

celebrations surround them.  We can help by finding 

ways to share our bounty and share God’s love.  

Some Food Pantries will be preparing Thanksgiving 

dinner baskets for families and individuals in need. 

Others will wait and do Christmas dinner baskets in-

stead, but they would still appreciate having 

"Thanksgiving dinner items" on their shelves for cli-

ents to select this month. YOU CAN HELP both the 

Worthington and Gladden pantries by including a 

Thanksgiving dinner item along with your regular 

Food Pantry contribution each week during Novem-

ber. Extras such as sweet potatoes, stuffing, gravy, 

cornbread or muffin mix, cranberry sauce, canned 

pumpkin pie filling, nuts, or mashed potato mix and 

any type of canned vegetables would be greatly appre-

ciated. MONETARY DONATIONS are also grate-

fully received and wisely spent for much needed 

items. Please make your check payable to the Pantry 

of your choice, "Gladden Food Pantry" or "Healthy 

Worthington Coalition" (with Food Pantry in the 

memo line) and place it in the offering plate at church, 

or mail a check directly to Gladden Food Pantry, 318 

S. Glenwood Ave., Columbus OH 43223 or Healthy 

Worthington Coalition, Inc., PO Box 27, Worthington 

OH 43085. Your own Thanksgiving celebration will 

be more meaningful if you know you have shared 

your bountiful blessings with others. 

November  

 3  canned chicken + Thanksgiving dinner item 

10 pasta or rice  + Thanksgiving dinner item 

17  100% fruit juice + Thanksgiving dinner item 

24 canned pineapple, mandarin oranges, mixed fruit, 

etc  + Thanksgiving dinner item 

Lamina Flemister receiving the box of candles from Punky 
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN SINGING 
As a church musician, I get a fair amount of church-music related “stuff” in my inbox. I recently enjoyed 

these thoughts by Alfred Fedak, Minister of Music and Arts at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Albany, NY, 

and recognized as one of the finest living composers of hymn tunes. Mr. Fedak is also the composer of an anthem 

that the choir sang earlier this fall, “The Falconer”. 

Mr. Fedak recently served on the committee that assembled “Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal”. Of this 

task, he writes, “…assembling this hymnal was probably the most important work any of us will do in our lifetimes, 

because in doing it, we literally put words in the mouths of people that will shape their musical and spiritual lives 

for an entire generation and beyond. What an awesome responsibility!” He also writes, “Hymns should be congre-

gational; that is, they should be the sort of music that congregations can actually sing successfully, rather than just 

listen to. All of the church's musical leadership, including the choir if there is one, should be well-trained and well-

prepared. And all of this takes planning. I keep remembering something that my hymn-writing mentor Erik Routley 

used to say, that praising God in song is the only earthly activity in which we will continue to engage after our time 

on earth is done. So we really ought to learn how to do it right.” 

Choosing, preparing, and teaching hymns is one of my favorite parts of the work I do here at St. John’s. Many of 

you have commented positively to me about the variety of hymns that we sing and the relative ease with which you 

are able to pick up the unfamiliar ones. There is such a rich repertoire of hymnody, both within the Episcopal hym-

nals and from other traditions – it is a great gift to me to be able to explore these with you! 

If you are interested, you can read the full interview with Alfred Fedak here: https://promotionmusic.org/

Visit_Here.php 

Choir Schedule: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The complete 2013-14 Choir Calendar is posted on the church website under Worship: Music: Adult Choir. 

New choir members are welcomed at any time. 
 

“Rhymes, Lullabies, and Letters, Oh My!” 

Music Series Family Concert 

Sunday, December 8, 3:00 p.m. 

Sopranos Rebecca Freshwater and Maribeth Crawford have 

created a program centered on songs for children. Kids will 

enjoy puppets and fun interactive moments throughout the 

concert; adults will appreciate the excellent musicianship of 

these two classical singers. Featured works include "I Hate 

Music" by Leonard Bernstein, which examines childhood 

curiosities and mysteries while exploring what the word 

"music" means; "Songs of Innocents" by Aaron Jay Kernis, a 

cornucopia of childhood lullabies and fables; and “Childhood Fables for Grownups” by Irving Fine, which 

takes you on a journey with Lenny the Leopard, Tigeroo, and Polaroli the Polar Bear. Also included, with per-

mission, is James D. Cram’s unpublished song cycle “Children’s Letters to God”. I invite you to share this af-

ternoon with all the children in your life! 
 

Looking ahead… 

Several other exciting events will be a part of the 2013-14 program year, including… 
 

Sunday, November 10, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong 

(Canticles – Stanford; Responses – Ayleward; Anthem – Vaughan Williams) 

Sunday, December 8, 3:00 p.m. – “Rhymes, Lullabies, and Letters, Oh My!”  

(Rebecca Freshwater and Maribeth Crawford, sopranos – Music Series family concert) 

Sunday, January 5, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. – A Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, March 2, 3:00 p.m. – The Black Swamp Saxophone Quartet (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. – Instrumentalists of St. John’s (Music Series concert) 

Maribeth Crawford Rebecca Freshwater 

https://promotionmusic.org/Visit_Here.php
https://promotionmusic.org/Visit_Here.php
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS 

The kids and youth of St. John’s have been learning 

and growing in faith together in so many exciting 

ways over the last few months, and it has been such a 

pleasure to be part of it all!  The fun continues in No-

vember with lots of opportunities for formation and 

fellowship for all ages. 

Children’s Church will continue to meet every Sun-

day morning during the 9 a.m. worship service, and 

Children’s Education (aka Sunday School for pre-

schoolers through 5th graders) will meet from 10:20 to 

11 a.m.  Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for ba-

bies & toddlers will meet on Sundays Nov. 10th and 

24th at 10:20 am in the Nursery.  Youth Education 

(for 6th through 12th graders) will meet from 10:20 to 

11 a.m. on Sundays Nov. 3rd and 10th, while the sepa-

rate Jr. High Hangout and Sr. High Coffee Hour 

groups will meet on Sundays Nov. 17th and 24th. 

Sunday, Nov. 3rd is the Sunday after All Saints’ Day, 

and baptisms will occur during the 11:15 am service 

(at the 9:00 am service, we’ll remember our baptismal 

covenant together).  On Sunday, Nov. 10th the Chil-

dren’s Church crew will sing a special Communion 

Anthem during the 9:00 am service.  Sara Seidel and 

Jared Bennett have been helping us prepare for this, 

and we are psyched to sing for our parish family! 

As always, email me if you have questions about any-

thing.  I hope to see YOUR family at St. John’s this 

month! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard,  

Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

YOUTH GROUP STUFF 

The St. John’s Youth Group has four fun events 

scheduled this month!  Friday, Nov. 1st is the night of 

our annual Hayride & Campfire at Miller’s Country 

Gardens in Delaware.  On Sunday Nov. 10th we’ll go 

out to lunch and return to the Carriage House for an 

activity exploring meditation as prayer.  On Sunday 

Nov. 17th we’ll eat pizza together and listen to our 

newest mix CD (be sure to send in your song sugges-

tions).  And on Sunday Nov. 24th we’ll go out to 

lunch and volunteer with our furry friends at the Ohio 

House Rabbit Adoption Center. 

Watch your email and snail mail for more details 

about all these activities.  We hope to see all of our 6th 

through 12th graders this month! 

~ Ann Badger & Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard 

"Nevaeh bonds with Nick." 

"Tommy and Bozo share  

a special moment." 

"Youth Group members enjoying a 

post-church lunch at Piada."  
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RECTOR’S SABBATICAL UPDATE 

As previously announced, Fr. Philip will be 

taking a sabbatical next summer probably dur-

ing June, July and August. 

At this point, few definitive plans have been 

made. Fr. Philip is praying over ideas and dis-

cussing these possibilities with the Vestry.   

It is almost certain that he will be traveling to 

the Isle of Iona in Scotland for a retreat led by 

the Rev. John Philip Newell on the topic of 

Celtic Christianity. (Several members of St. 

John’s did a similar retreat last year.)  

During Fr. Philip’s absence, the Vestry will 

provide a supply priest to cover the worship 

services on Sundays and Wednesdays and for 

emergency pastoral care However, certain lead-

ership responsibilities will be given to the staff 

and lay leaders in the congregation. 

Unlike sabbaticals for academics, clergy sab-

baticals generally focus more emphasis on rest 

and refreshment than the completion of new 

studies or projects.  

"Church ladies are very dignified, but they secretly love 

tattoos." 

A big THANK YOU to all those who patronized the 

Autism Speaks Tattoo Parlor last month – we 

raised over $450 for autism research and advocacy!  

~ Maggie L-S 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  
St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and 

the situations in which they, 

their loved ones, friends, co-

workers, etc, may find them-

selves.  

If you or someone you love or know needs prayer sup-

port or you would like to join us in praying, please call 

or email me, Jo Pascoe at (614) 885-1773 or 

twopas@aol.com. 

Daily Devo, a tool for families to stay con-

nected... in just minutes each day.  

Daily Devo: Devotions for Families is a new 

daily email devotional to help families and indi-

viduals grow spiritually. Share Daily Devo with 

your family whenever it's convenient for you - at 

mealtime, on the way to school, in the waiting 

room at the dentist, at bedtime. We think you'll 

love this new way to grow your family's faith in a 

few minutes every day. Forward this to your fam-

ily, friends, Sunday School, clergy - help us 

spread the word about Daily Devo! 

$10 individual subscription 

Get a FREE trial subscription to Daily 

Devo! Simply email 

mmckenney@forwardmovement.org.  

"Church members proudly displaying their tattoos!" 

  

mailto:twopas@aol.com
mailto:mmckenney@forwardmovement.org
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THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE - SCHOOLS  

WITHOUT TOOLS  

Schools Without Tools is a project implemented by 

the Outreach Committee in 2009. This project was 

started to help provide children in the Ohio Appala-

chian area with school supplies that their families 

could not afford. We decided to focus on Vinton 

County which is in Southeastern Ohio's Hill Country. 

This is one of the poorest counties in Ohio. We did not 

have to look long. We found an elementary school 

(West Elementary) in McArthur, Ohio that had 450 

students, Pre-K through grade 5. The school building 

was new, built by Federal and the state of Ohio funds. 

However, there was no money to pay for the children's 

personal school supplies. Hence the name of our pro-

ject - Schools Without Tools. 

In the Summer of 2009 St. John's started to collect 

school supplies for the children to be delivered before 

the beginning of the school year. We continue to this 

day to ask for donations for Tools for Schools. This 

year we will be delivering supplies to the school in 

November. Over the past 2 years there has been a need 

for supplies just before the holiday, we will be happy 

to accommodate. 

The school has let us know that they are very thankful 

for our donations and are thrilled that we want to con-

tinue with this mission. From the Outreach Commit-

tee, we want to thank the St. John's parishioners for so 

generously donating supplies that help support the 

learning of the children attending West Elementary 

School.  

~ Barbara Gessaman  

Eve Herold standing by the car packed with 

school supplies. 

Inside the school with some of the St. John's  

donated school supplies on a table, the people 

are Rebecca, Eve and Barbara Gessaman. 

Eve and Rebecca Smallwood (school counselor).  
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FLOATING LIKE A FEATHER ON THE  

BREATH OF GOD 
“Underneath all the text, all the sacred psalms and canticles, 

these watery varieties of sounds and silences, terrifying, myste-

rious, whirling and sometimes gestating and gentle must some-

how be felt in the pulse, ebb and flow of music that sings in me. 

My new song must float like a feather on the breath of God.” -

Hildegard von Bingen.  

On October 18th a group of us went to the Transfiguration 

Spirituality Center for the Women’s Retreat. The evening be-

gan with Evensong in the Chapel. After a dinner with pizzas 

and salads from LaRosa’s and wonderful fellowship we came 

together as Anita began the retreat with a beautiful, centering 

chant from John Philip Newell, “Which ever you Turn” and the 

words are Whichever way you turn, there is the face of God”. 

As I looked around at everyone, I realized that every one of us 

is the face of God. After all we were all born in Christ’s image. 

Then Anita explained to us what a Mystic is. A Mystic is some-

one who sees with God’s eyes, has an imminence of God, and 

someone who enfolds you in his/her mercy. We can all be Mys-

tics. But we have to listen because God is the initiator. God 

pursues us and we find all kinds of places to hide. Mystic don’t 

hide from God. We ended the night with an Evening Prayer in 

the Spirit of Taize.  

On Saturday morning some of the women went to Morning 

Prayer and some went to the Eucharist and a few went to both. I 

can’t think of a better way to start the day. After a nourishing 

and very tasty breakfast we gathered together as Anita told us 

about Hildegard of Bingen, 1098-1179.  

Hildegard was born the 10th of 10 children. She began to ex-

perience visions at the age of 3 and later explained that she saw 

all things in the light of God through the five senses: sight, 

hearing, taste, smell and touch. She wrote music that was very 

innovative for the day, including settings of the psalms, liturgi-

cal music and a morality play.  

We also learned about Julian of Norwich, 1342-1416. There are 

no known facts of her life until age 30 when she became 

deathly ill. She spent a lifetime reflecting and eventually wrote 

them down, having experienced a divine command to do so. 

After this mystical experience of relations, she became an an-

choress at the church of St. Julian in Conisford in Norwich, 

England. She took her name from this church where she appar-

ently lived out the rest of her life. Since she was an anchoress 

she was not cut off from the world. Instead, she was anchored 

in it.  

After a healthy lunch we resumed to learn about two more 

women mystics. Catherine of Siena 1347-1380 and Teresa of 

Avila 1515-1582.  

Catherine of Siena was born in Siena, Italy the 23rd of 25 chil-

dren. She had her first vision of Chris when she was 5 or 6 and 

committed her life to God when she was 7. She spent 3 years 

living in a small room in her parents’ home in solitude and si-

lence except when she was performing the duties of a common 

servant for the family. During this time she had many mystical 

experiences, one of which compelled her to leave her solitude 

to serve the poor and sick of Siena. Her natural gift for minis-

tering to the sick and her deep conviction that God was calling 

her to Dominican life convinced them to accept her and she 

took vows as a lay member of the order when she was about 19. 

At 21 she experienced a “spiritual espousal” to Christ which is 

depicted in many works of art.  

Teresa of Avila was one of 10 children. Her father was ex-

tremely strict and her mother was quite pious. She left home in 

1535 to enter the Carmelite convent in Avila causing a rift in 

the family. After taking her vows, Teresa became gravely ill. 

She began receiving visions and was examined by the Domini-

cans and Jesuits, including Francis Borgia, who pronounced the 

visions to be holy and true. Eventually she became convinced 

of their divine origins and began to write down her experiences 

and the insights gleaned from them. Teresa of Avila is one the 

greatest teachers of the spiritual life in the history of the church. 

She reformed her Carmelite Order, founding seventeen con-

vents throughout Spain. Her foundations were small, poor and 

strictly disciplined, with emphasis on contemplative prayer. Yet 

the nuns danced during recreation and Teresa herself played 

drums and the tambourine. “It is not a matter of thinking much, 

but of loving much. So do whatever most kindles love in you.” 

Most notable among her writings are The Way of Perfection 

and the Interior Castle.  

Also in the afternoon we spent some time in silence reading, 

writing or doing some form of art work and then we each 

shared what we did and what was the meaning of it. We closed 

by blessing each other individually and we were asked to pick a 

slip of paper. Each slip had a blessing on it and we turned to the 

person on our left and blessed them with the slip we chose. 

~ Donna Hissrich, Women’s Retreat Chair Person 
 

Womens’ Retreat 2013 participants 
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ALL SAINTS FUND DONATION 

In thanksgiving for the life of Betty Killen      by Roland Chirico and Judith Chirico 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. 

John’s programs or premises. If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving 

for any event, simply write a check to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints 

Fund”. The name of the person or event being memorialized should be included on the memo line.     

Fr. Philip  + 

MEET OUR NEW CHURCH LIBRARIANS 

Thank you Nancy Elkington and Teri 

Foley–Nelson for volunteering to be 

our new church librarians! And thank 

you Eve Herold and Lorey 

Roggenkamp for volunteering to 

assist Nancy and Teri.  

Over the next few months, these 

people will be making the library 

better organized and more inviting.  

In case you are not familiar with the 

library, please stop by and take a look. 

You might be surprised with what you 

will find! The library has books for 

both children and adults.  

The parish library is located on the 

main floor between Kilbourne Hall 

and the restrooms.    

INTRODUCING YVETTE LISSANON 

Kudos to parishioner Yvette 

Lissanon who has volunteered 

to be our parish Team Leader 

and our primary contact with 

the B.R.E.A. D. organization 

(Building Responsibility 

Equality and Dignity).  

Yvette is originally from 

Togo. She is married and the 

mother of two (David and 

Kayla) and she is employed as a medical assistant.  

If you are interested in learning more about justice 

ministries at St. John’s – especially in regards to our 

relationship with the B.R.E.A.D. organization, 

please introduce yourself to Yvette! 614-290-5017,        

YvetteAdjanoh@yahoo.com. 

Yvette Lissanon 

Nancy Elkington 

Teri Foley–Nelson 

Eve Herold Lorey Roggenkamp 

NEW CHAIR OF HUMAN RESOURCES  

COMMITTEE 
Todd Boler has accepted 

the position of Chair of the 

Human Resources Commit-

tee for St. John’s. Thank 

you, Todd, for offering 

your time and talents! 

Todd replaces Dee Sams 

who has stepped down. Dee, 

we thank you, too! 

The HR Committee is one of the twelve standing 

committees of the Vestry. The Committee assists the 

Rector and Vestry with issues surrounding staff. For 

example, a new HR Manual is currently being devel-

oped, and Job Descriptions are being reviewed and 

revised. Even though we have only a few staff mem-

bers, we still need to have these administrative de-

tails in place in order to function smoothly.   

LARRY HAS RETIRED! 

We offer congratulations to 

Larry Prato.  

After serving as an usher for 

38 years, he is officially retir-

ing! THANK YOU, LARRY!  

Larry Prato 

Todd Boler 

mailto:YvetteAdjanoh@yahoo.com


13 

THANK YOU STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE!  

Being the stewards of God’s gifts is a year round 

endeavor. Being so, the members of the Stewardship 

Committee meet year round. However, in the few 

months leading up to October (Financial Stewardship 

Month), the individuals on the Stewardship Committee 

put in long and intense hours. 

I would like to publically thank the members of the 

Stewardship Committee for all the work they have 

done leading up to this year’s pledge drive. The 

members of the committee are: Anna Sylvester, Mary 

Bailey, Donna Hissrich and Todd Boler. The Vestry 

Liaison is David Hissrich. Donna Hissrich and Mary 

Bailey and are the Co-Chairs Mary Bailey has been a 

driving force for our Stewardship Committee for many 

years! 

This year, our Sunday Morning “Stewardship 

Moments” were presented by Tricia Herban, Mary 

Bailey, Jason Beebe and Stephanie Stevens. On 

Sunday, October 20th, Todd Boler did a more-formal 

stewardship presentation during the time we usually 

reserve for the sermon. If you would like to read 

Todd’s message, please go to our web site. It can be 

found under “Sermons”.   

Vicky Turner and Virginia Nussbaum from the office 

staff also assisted in this task. John Starkie and 

members of the Hospitality and Fellowship Committee 

also helped to manage the food for the Consecration 

Sunday celebration! Members of the Vestry helped to 

set up and tear down. 

Of course our Stewardship Campaign, “Flourish In 

Faith,” could not be successful without all of you 

offering your financial pledges to St. John’s for the 

fiscal year 2014. If you have not already submitted your 

written pledge, please do so immediately. This will help 

us to determine our budget for next year’s operations of 

the parish. You may submit your pledge on line or the 

old fashioned way with a card and envelope!  

Thank you so much! 

Fr. Philip +  

Parish Picnic Fall 2013 
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St. John’s Calendar of Events 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special 

events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 

846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of 

the actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Saturday, November 2nd    1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Saturday, November 2nd    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, November 3rd     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Kilbourne Hall, Eve Herold, 846-3736 

Monday, November 4th    1:30 PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, Jane Kuntz 

Wednesday, November 6th    7:00 PM – Telling Your Faith Story Group, Conference Room 

Friday, November 8th   DIOCESAN CONVENTION, CINCINNATI 

Saturday, November 9th   DIOCESAN CONVENTION, CINCINNATI  

Sunday, November 10th   5:00 PM – Evensong Service, Nave 

Wednesday, November 13th    7:00 PM – Telling Your Faith Story Group, Conference Room 

Thursday, November 14th    5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, Chip Lothes, 560-4912 

Saturday, November 16th    1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Monday, November 18th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Monday, November 18th    7:00 PM – Outreach Committee, Conference Room 

Tuesday, November 19th  7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music & Movement Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, November 20th  10:45 AM – Caregivers Support Group, Conference Room 

Thursday, November 28th   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED – HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Friday, November 29th   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Saturday, November 30th 1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Monday, December 2nd    1:30 PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, Jane Kuntz 

Thursday, December5th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 

Saturday, December 7th   1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Saturday, December 7th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of NOVEMBER 
Sunday 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Monday 

 7:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 268, Undercroft 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

1:30 PM ROOF Study Group- 1st & 3rd Thursdays, Conference Room 

7:00 PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

 

Jennifer Wojnarski and Scott Williams 

were married at the New Albany County 

Club on Saturday, September 21st.  

The Rev. Philip College was the officiant.  
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Jack Matthews  Nov. 1 

Kimburley Forman Nov. 2 

Susan Bonnell  Nov. 3 

Kathryn Sheridan Nov. 3 

Matthew Broere  Nov. 3 

Marilee Bush  Nov. 4 

Mary Kay Dickinson Nov. 4 

Christina Brackett Nov. 4 

Tiffany Brunetti Clymer Nov. 4 

Emerson Haven  Nov. 4 

Ryan Acrea  Nov. 7 

Jack Calfee  Nov. 7 

Marlene Talbott-Green Nov. 8 

Cole Daniel  Nov. 8 

Jeff Thompson  Nov. 9 

Ben Brisk  Nov. 9 

Virginia Nussbaum Nov 10 

Lynna Knapp  Nov 11 

Wendy Reber  Nov 12 

Mackenzie Hudock Nov. 12 

Charlotte Heffner Nov. 13 

John Ellwood  Nov. 13 

Garnet Styles   Nov. 16 

Grace Schulte  Nov. 16 

Braden Roesch  Nov. 16 

Robert Reber  Nov. 17 

Phillip White  Nov. 17 

Fran Reichard  Nov. 19 

Cathy Lothes   Nov. 19 

Chance Cedik  Nov. 19 

Gary Scott  Nov. 21 

Betty Bonnell  Nov. 22 

Mary Virginia Culbertson Nov 22 

Walt Sellers  Nov. 22 

Donna Bailey  Nov. 22 

Mary Ellen Woods Nov. 22 

Wesley Pohl  Nov. 23 

Pam Zych  Nov. 24 

Nina Haviernikova Nov. 24 

Karsten Look  Nov. 24 

Emily Jarrett  Nov. 25 

Becky Harmon  Nov. 25 

Emily Mas-Zoellner Nov. 25 

Matt LaMonica  Nov. 27 

Tim Fraker  Nov. 28 

Angela Anderson Nov. 28 

Carol Webster  Nov. 28 

Jared Bennett  Nov.29 

Seleen Collins  Nov. 29 

Caroline Fraker  Nov. 29 

William Bickell  Nov. 30 

Zoe Forman  Nov. 30 

Holiday Worship Schedule 

Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 28 

10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with organ and 

hymns (no homily) 
 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24  

      (note changes from recent years past) 

4:00 p.m.  Children’s Pageant and Holy 

Eucharist, with hymns and organ 

7:00 p.m.  Festive Holy Eucharist with hymns 

and organ 

9:30 p.m.  Festive Holy Eucharist with hymn 

and organ    (Incense will be used) 

Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with hymns and 

organ (no homily) 
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