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CELTIC SERVICE MAY 11th 

St. John's lay-led Celtic service will be held on Sunday, May 

11th in the Atrium at 5 pm. The service lasts less than an hour 

and is followed by hospitality. Enter by the south door before 

5 or through the Atrium door facing High Street any time af-

ter 4:30. Our service will focus on the meaning of the circle 

in Celtic belief and worship. Please join us. 

~ St. John's Celtic Fellowship 

CONFIRMATIONS JUNE 8th 

Our Diocesan Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal, D. 

Phil., will be at St. John’s on Sunday, June 8th.  Bishop 

Breidenthal will be preaching at both services.  

On that day, there will probably be baptisms at the 9 a.m. 

service. There will definitely be several confirmations at the 

11:15 a.m. service!   

Please mark your calendar and plan to be present for this 

festive day!       
The Rt. Rev.  

Thomas E. Breidenthal 

BREAD: BUILDING RESPONSIBILITY EQUALITY AND DIGNITY 
 

The Nehemiah Action Gathering will be on Monday, May 12th at the 

Celeste Center (717 E .17th Ave). Registration begins at 6: 15 pm; the 

event begins at 7 p.m. If anyone is interesting in bringing at least 3 

people with them please call me (614-373-6883) or email me. Family 

members, friends, or co workers are welcome. Last year St John's had 

40 people, this year we want to have more! 

There is also a Justice Ministry Celebration coming up, date and time 

to be determined.  

We look forward to seeing many of you at the Nehemiah Action Gathering as we hold our  

decision makers accountable! If someone invites you, please accept. We need you! 

To seek Justice and Love Kindness and walk humbly with your God; 

Justice it's not just God and you; 

It's about others, what you do for them; 

Justice, it's about speaking for people who don't have power. 

Yvette Lissanon 

614-373-6883 

yvetteadjanoh@yahoo.com 

mailto:yvetteadjanoh@yahoo.com
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ACOLYTE CORNER 

Serving as an Acolyte is something that people of all 

ages can participate in.  This month’s featured Aco-

lyte is not only among the newest of the Acolytes at 

St. John’s but also among the youngest.  Watching her 

grow into the role and ministry of being an Acolyte 

has been a real blessing.  This month please meet 

Lilly Matthews.          

Hello, my name is Lilly Mat-

thews and this is a short report I 

have written about my acolyte 

experiences. First, I would like to 

warn you if you are considering 

being an acolyte, do not wear 

warm clothes when you acolyte, 

you may over heat and have to 

get a substitute. I know this for 

sure, because it has happened to 

me. 

The reason I started acolyting is 

because my mother wanted me to try it. The reason I 

continued acolyting is because I enjoyed having to 

remember and do things in a certain order, being an 

acolyte makes me think. It also kind of cool that I get 

to be in the service.  In conclusion, I am glad I could 

help out the St. John’s Church.    

~ Lilly Matthews 

GARDEN GLORIES 

“For the good earth which 

God has given us, and for 

the wisdom and will to 

conserve it,…” 

Lay Weeders’ “Guidelines” recommend choosing 

plants that are drought resistant, carbon neutral, and 

pollinator friendly.  The good earth needs bees, so the 

guidelines also request that Lay Weeders restrict 

insecticide use and weed killer.    

Come enjoy the good earth with the Lay Weeders.  

Try it out.  Come again if you like playing in the dirt 

with us. We’re in the gardens every other Saturday 

afternoon.  The schedule is in the Atrium. 

                      “…let us pray to the Lord.” BCP, p.384 

Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

NOTES FROM THE JUNIOR WARDEN 

Aside from my duties as Junior 

Warden, I came out of retirement 

to rejoin the Lay Weeders this 

year. In this role, I am a “floater” – 

I do not oversee a particular gar-

den but I just help out wherever 

needed – moving things, digging, 

and cutting – whatever Ellen 

needs. For me, the first two ses-

sions have focused on getting the 

grounds ready to move forward – 

cleaning up the debris left over from this past winter. 

That clean-up is important as it sets the stage for the 

new growth of the year. 

As I worked along, I noticed that while many things 

have stayed the same, there are a number of changes 

since the last time I was a Lay Weeder. There were 

familiar faces and new faces. A number of the gar-

dens were similar, but the big tree in the cemetery 

was gone and replaced with a few stone benches (and 

please check them out again – the one that had settled 

unevenly has been righted). Plus lots of little things 

that when looked upon from afar appear the same but 

were different when you started to get into them. 

Mixing together of all these observations highlights 

one of the key challenges of our church as we move 

forward. Like all the gardens, we need to change 

things here and there to help us grow optimally. But 

we do not want to change the things that make St. 

John’s such a wonderful place to worship. We have 

had big changes and small over the past few years. 

Some have been difficult, but we have also been 

blessed by many positive changes and giving. To date 

we have welcomed new faces and expanded new pro-

grams, but respecting the core of St Johns and not 

changing things for the sake of change.  

I hope you had a Blessed Easter, 

Jeffrey Rees 

Junior Warden 

Lilly Matthews 

CROSSROADS JUNE AND JULY COMBINED ISSUE  

The next issue of Crossroads will be a combined is-

sue for the months of June and July. The deadline for 

that issue will be Monday, June 2, so it will come out 

a bit later than usual, but this deadline will give a lit-

tle time to gather information for July. August will 

be back to the normal monthly schedule.  

~ Virginia Nussbaum 

Jeffrey Rees 
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A SAFE PLACE 

Kairos Outside is a safe place where women gather 

together to share the impact that incarceration has had 

on them and their families.  Kairos Outside guests are 

women who are “doing time” alongside their loved 

ones who are incarcerated.  The very first Kairos Out-

side program at the North Central Correctional Com-

plex took place last November with nineteen guests in 

attendance and twenty-five team members.  

This is what the program looks like, “The weekend 

starts at 5:00 pm on a Friday night and continues until 

4:00 pm on Sunday afternoon.  The program actually 

takes place in a designated area of the institution that is 

set apart from the gen-

eral population of resi-

dents.  There are a series 

of talks, activities and 

special events that take 

place over the weekend 

that provide an opportu-

nity to not only explore 

one’s relationship with 

God, but to also experi-

ence a time of good fun, 

music, great food and 

community. The picture 

with this article has com-

ments on it written by 

one of the guests at this 

weekend. 

When a Kairos Outside takes place inside an institu-

tion, the guests are sponsored by their loved one who 

has attended Kairos. These women are mothers, wives, 

daughters, aunts and those he deems significant in his 

life.  One unique and  powerful aspect of Kairos Out-

side is that reconciliation, reunification and restoration 

of family is made possible because of the shared Kai-

ros experience.  In addition to the weekend, there are 

periodic reunions during the year that reunite these 

families for a time of Bible study,  bonding, and shar-

ing a meal.  One of the missions of Kairos Outside is to 

provide a support group for women who have an incar-

cerated loved one.  Coming together as a group has its 

geographical and financial obstacles for these women, 

so we provide time at the reunion for the women alone 

to build their community of support. 

St. John’s gave a generous donation through the Out-

reach Committee to help fund this new ministry. We 

are preparing for NCCC K.O. #2 which takes place  

Congratulations to Jason Payne and Donna Federspiel on 

the baptism of their son Grayson Payne. Grayson was 

baptized during the Great Easter Vigil on April 19th, 2014.  

Congratulations to Wesley Clay (pictured on the right) 

who was baptized April 19th, 2014 during the Great Easter 

Vigil. Pictured on Wesley’s left is his partner, Todd 

Anderson, who served as his sponsor for baptism. 

October 17-19 of this year.  

There are a myriad of ways you 

can help us with this ministry 

from being a team member on 

the actual weekend, providing 

various items for the weekend, 

and certainly prayer support.  

This is a most rewarding ministry 

to be involved in and all volun-

teers are welcome!  Please con-

tact me for more information at: 

jaslan@columbus.rr.com  

Thanks Be to God for the kindness of the St. John’s 

family, Deacon Jackie Burns 

The Rev. Jackie Burns 

continued in the second column 

mailto:jaslan@columbus.rr.com
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Summer camp opportunities at the Preschool 

We have been busy this Spring learning all 

about nature. 

EARLY ED NEWS 

We have had a wonderful year at The Early Education Center and 

we are pleased that this year we have been awarded a 4 Star rating 

by the State of Ohio Step Up To Quality program. Our reputation 

as a premier preschool program in the area is much due to each 

teacher’s devotion to each and every child in the class. They share 

their love of learning with the children so that our little ones take it 

with them for the rest of their educational lives!!  

We continue to have our wonderful reputation precede us and have 

many alumni enroll their children at their preschool alma mater. 

Some have brought in their classroom pictures to share with us and 

many tell stories of their time here. Most parents are finding us on 

the web (www.sjpreschool.com) but do come in to tour and ask 

questions. We have a few spots available for the 2014-15 year, so 

if you (or a friend) have an interest in touring the school please call 

us at 885-2315 to schedule an appointment.  

We have been blessed with a wonderful parent group this year. 

They provided an elaborate breakfast once a month for all of the 

staff. The goodies were so yummy that we have begun collecting 

recipes from the parents. The parent group also ran the annual 

flower sale which was a huge success! We had a great response 

from St. John’s parish members this year. Your orders helped us 

meet our goal!! 

This summer we will be having 2 summer camps (9 am to 12 noon 

no lunch). The first one is Monday, June 2 to Thursday June 5,  

themed Lets Go To The Movies, the second summer camp is 

Monday, July 21 to Thursday July 24, with activities themed 

around Backyard Fun and Games!! If you would like to sign 

up please stop by the office and pick up a form. 

~ Cathy Wahoff, St. John’s Early Ed Center 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE: APRIL 2015 MISSION TRIP TO LIBERIA 

An exciting April 2015 Mission Trip to Liberia is in the works! Conceived by individuals of supporting con-

gregations of Partners-In-Ministry-In-Liberia (PIMIL), the idea is morally supported by the leadership of the 

congregations of St. Matthew’s, Westerville through the governing board of PIMIL, the PIMIL Council, and 

St. John’s, Worthington through the Outreach Committee. The desire of the “trip” has been communicated to 

the Bishop of Liberia, Jonathan B. B. Hart who has wholeheartedly welcomed the idea. In a communication to 

Mother Abby in March 2014, the Bishop said: “ … This is a good idea for those who support the students 

and our school here in Liberia to come, see and meet some of the people.”  The Bishop has appointed the 

Rev. Michael T. Sie, Partnership and Mission Officer of the Diocese, as contact to work out the modalities of 

the 2015 trip to Liberia. 

The dates of the “trip” are April 17-27, 2015. Informational meetings are being held throughout the year at St. 

John’s, Worthington.  Matters of concern at the meetings include: travel documents, ticket prices, airline, 

medical requirements, ground transportation, (4 wheel drive), accommodation/lodging, meals. A highlight of 

the trip is visiting the school in Robert’s Port where the parish, through the Outreach Committee, is financially 

helping with the renovation of damaged infrastructure as the result of the Civil War: doors, windows and win-

dow bars, and the furnishing of seating capacity of armed-desk chairs for the classrooms of the children. The 

next meeting of the 2015 Mission Meeting Trip to Liberia is May 2nd at 3:30 p.m. in the lower level of the 

Church Office. Join us if you can.   ~ Joan Bird, the Outreach Committee 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
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THE FOOD PANTRY 

After April's snow and rain 

showers, we are happy to 

welcome May's flowers, but 

hunger is a problem for some of 

our neighbors no matter what the 

season. Operation Feed is still 

going on and the food collected will help stock the 

shelves of food pantries, soup kitchens and 

emergency shelters throughout Central Ohio, 

including the Gladden and Worthington pantries. 

Each of us can set a good example and encourage our 

friends and colleagues by bringing a food or 

monetary donation to work (in addition to our food 

offerings at St. John’s) and thinking of fun ways to 

get others involved, like setting up a competition 

among different offices at work or different classes at 

school to see who can bring in the most food. You 

can get ideas for organizing your own food drive at  

www.midohiofoodbank.org/act/hold-a-food-drive. 

Weekly suggestions for May are: 

May   4 - canned beans, shampoo 

11 - cereal, pet food (because for some home 

     bound seniors, a pet is their only companion) 

18 - canned greens, zip-seal baggies 

25 - 100% fruit juices, toilet paper  

CREATING A LIFE WITH GOD 

Take your relationship with God to a new level in 

June as Donna Hissrich 

introduces you to twelve 

prayer practices that: 

 invite you to solitude and 

silence 

 invite you to use your 

mind and imagination 

 invite you to use your 

body and your creativity 

 invite you to connect with 

nature and community 

You’ll meet “traveling companions” from history, 

like Ignatius and Julian of Norwich-individuals and 

groups who illuminate these prayers. You discover 

how classical approaches to God can deepen your 

prayer life today. You will receive step-by-step 

instructions for practicing the Jesus Prayer and the 

prayer of examen, creativity and journaling, the 

practice of lectio divina, prayer with music and more. 

As we meet these figures who come to us from the 

distant past, as we learn these prayer practices and 

begin to integrate them into our lives, we gain 

strength for the journey. We become more intimate 

with God, and we become more skilled at listening to 

God’s call for us. We meet Jesus along the Way-the 

way to love, the way to healing, and path of peace. 

Allow yourself to be drawn in. Allow yourself to 

follow Jesus into the mists of your mind. Cry out to 

God in depths of your soul and wait for the reply. It is 

my hope and prayer that all of you will join me on 

Tuesday evenings beginning June 3rd from 6:30-8 

pm. This will run for 4 consecutive weeks. At present 

time the class will be held in the library unless 

otherwise notified. 

To register or for further information, or if you have 

any questions contact Donna Hissrich at 614-203-

3562 or email donna.hissrich@gmail.com.  

Everyone is welcome! 

~ Donna Hissrich  

ANYONE GRADUATING?   

If anyone in your family is graduating from high 

school or college - or some other program, please call 

Vicky Turner in the office by May 21th. On Sunday, 

May 25, we will be offering prayers of thanksgiving 

for those graduating this spring. The office number is   

614-846-5180, Vicky’s extension is 301. 

Donna Hissrich 

http://www.midohiofoodbank.org/act/hold-a-food-drive
mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
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 STEWARDING THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT 

We often speak of the glory of springtime.   I’m looking out my window and there 

is a shimmer of green illuminated by the bright morning sunshine.  The morning air 

is chilly, but there is also a promise of warmth to come.  We will, after a long win-

ter, experience the joys of summer.  However, spring is a period of transition and 

we must make this transition before we can enter into the height of summer.   

On this first Monday after Easter, I am feeling that transition.  We began our journey on Ash Wednesday.  At 

that time the world was dark and gray, just like the ashes we placed on our foreheads.  We have gone through 

the period of Lent and were reminded with our liturgical observances and the actual changes back and forth in 

the weather around us, that personal renewal and growth is not easy.  Sometimes it may feel that we take two 

steps forward and one step back.   

Easter Sunday marks a transition.  Jesus’ resurrection was a transition from death to life and this is the epicen-

ter of our faith.  However the epicenter of any occurrence has a ripple effect.  For the next seven weeks we will 

celebrate the Easter season and move from Lenten renewal to spiritual fulfillment with the arrival of Pentecost 

on June 8.  Jesus remained with us, physically, for only a very short time after His resurrection, however by 

sending the Holy Spirit to us, on Pentecost He is still with us.  The ripples of both His resurrection and His gift 

of the Spirit continue to this day. 

The esoteric nature of the Holy Spirit is often perplexing to many of us – and to me personally.  However, I 

think that the Spirit is the means by which we remain connected to the Father and to Jesus throughout our 

lives.  It is the Spirit who can help us remember that even if we feel that we have taken two steps forward and 

one step back, we are STILL moving forward.   

Moving forward does not necessarily mean moving in a straight line.  There are often curves and dead ends in 

our quest to move forward.  Each time I have encountered these twists and turns in the road of my life I’ve 

sometimes felt abandoned, or sometimes I’ve stubbornly held onto a path I specifically wanted to follow be-

cause I just KNEW it was the correct direction.  As I’ve grown older and wiser, I’ve discovered that I actually 

KNOW very little.  Looking back, it has only been those times in my life when I’ve turned the navigation du-

ties over to the Spirit that I’ve actually discovered my path to be much easier to find:  Easier to find, but not 

without challenges.   

Just as Jesus followed the difficult path of transition from death to life through His resurrection, He gives us 

the strength and ability, through the Spirit, to meet the challenges we face in our lives.  Let us embrace this 

most wonderful gift he has given us by being good stewards of the joy and spiritual wonder of this Easter Sea-

son.  It is up to us to allow the Spirit to work through us by sharing this joy with others that we meet and wel-

come them into the life given to us through His resurrection. 

Todd Boler 

Member, St. John’s Vestry 

Member, Stewardship Committee 

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 

RECTOR’S SABBATICAL?  

Fr. Philip and members of the Vestry will be lead-

ing the Sunday morning Adult Education Class on 

May 11th to answer any questions you may have 

about the sabbatical. They also will be willing to 

address any concerns you may have about cover-

age during the sabbatical.  

Please plan to attend this meeting. The Adult Ed 

Forum begins at 10:25 a.m. and it is held in      

Kilbourne Hall.   

RECTOR’S SABBATICAL 

Fr. Philip will soon be starting his 

sabbatical. He will be away from St. 

John’s from June 9 through September 2.   

Several local priests will be covering the 

Sunday and Wednesday services while 

he is away. Clergy will also be available 

for emergency pastoral care.  

More information will be provided 

in the June/July issue of the CROSSROADS. 

The Rev. Philip College 
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 ADULT EDUCATION  

has a busy schedule planned for the next several months!  Everyone is welcome to attend; we especially invite 

newcomers to join in the fellowship and discussions and to offer their ideas for future programs. 

The Sunday morning forum meets in Kilbourne Hall between services (starting time 10:25).   

 On May 4, Donna Hissrich, who has been studying prayer techniques as part of her preparation to become 

a spiritual director, will speak on “Creating a Life with God.”  Donna’s program will be both practical and 

contemplative; she will give brief overviews of different types of prayer, then lead the participants in practic-

ing the techniques.   

 The following Sunday, May 11, members of the Vestry will come to speak about Fr. Philip’s sabbatical 

and answer questions.   

 After a break on May 18 for the Stewardship Committee’s “Celebration of our Gifts,”  we’ll resume on 

May 25 with the final installment of our series on Walter Brueggemann’s “Embracing the Prophets in 

Contemporary Culture: Confronting Today’s Pharaohs,” led by Teri Foley-Nelson.  In the previous ses-

sions, Teri has offered thought-provoking comments to spark the discussion, which has been very spirited.    

Our June 1 program will also be a humdinger: our wonderful organist and choirmaster Sara Seidel will host a 

sing-along of “Hymn Favorites Old and New.”  Sara invites you to submit your own requests; there will be a 

box for suggestions on the Adult Education bulletin board in the Atrium.    

This summer, Adult Education plans to offer regular Sunday morning forums, beginning on June 15 with a 

talk by Rev. Majorie Menaul, an Episcopalian priest who has recently moved to Columbus after serving in 

Cincinnati.  Other summer speakers will include Donna Hissrich on female mystics in the medieval 

Church; Andrew Nelson on indigenous peoples of Hawaii; and Prof. Eric Johnson, Associate Curator of the 

Rare Books and Manuscripts Library at The Ohio State University, on the history of the English bible; 

We are also planning several evening programs (times TBA).  We are very excited about the round-table dis-

cussion on prison ministries to be led by our own Rev. Jackie Burns, the clinical and community adminis-

trator for Kindway EMBARK (a program that helps ex-offenders to transition back to the community).   

In July, as a follow-up to his Sunday morning talk, Prof. Eric Johnson has invited us to an evening showing 

of historic English bibles in the Rare Books Room. he will have some of the Library’s treasures on hand for us 

to inspect close up, including the Tyndale Bible, the Matthews Bible, the Bishop's Bible, and other sixteenth- 

and seventeenth-century editions. 

Also in July, our Summer Movie Nights will return, led by Loretta Strang.  Last year’s movie series was great 

fun, so we look forward to this years’ showings (with discussion and fellowship, and sometimes popcorn) on 

Thursday evenings at 7 p.m., beginning on July 10. 

~ Dan Collins 

SHARING GOD'S LOVE 

On Saturday, June 28, St. John's and St. Matthew's will host a benefit 

to provide scholarships for the children of Liberia.  The event will be 

held at St. John's from 12:30 to 3:30 and will include lunch, activities 

for children, a silent auction, art and other items for sale.  Liberia, 

which became a home for freed American slaves in the 19th century, 

has been ravaged by decades of war and oppression.  The country 

needs our help to educate a new generation of leaders.  Already St. 

John' s and some parishioners support a handful of students with schol-

arships.  This event will provide funds to expand that support.  Please 

mark your calendars now.  Opportunities to be a part of this celebra-

tion will be described soon. 

Outreach Committee 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  
St. John's Inter-

cessory Prayer 

Group prays for 

others and the 

situations in 

which they, their loved ones, friends, co

-workers, etc, may find themselves.  If 

you or someone you love or know needs 

prayer support or you would like to join 

us in praying, please call or email me, 

Jo Pascoe at (614) 885-1773 or 

twopas@aol.com. 

mailto:twopas@aol.com
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Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 

 

Music Series Concert: “Instrumentalists of St. John’s” 

Sunday, May 4 at 3:00 p.m. 

Please come and support many of the talented musicians in our congregation. I will be joined by Mark Haven 

(violin), Jessica O’Donnell (viola), Deborah Barrett Price (viola), Melissa Christophersen Redmill (flute), Ellen 

Stukenberg (narrator), Anna Sylvester (violin and viola), and Charles Warner (clarinet). The concert will include 

Old Worthington Suite by Marshall H. Barnes and the first documented North American performance of Henk 

Badings’ Quempas for viola and organ. A reception will follow. Remember – these concerts are a perfect oppor-

tunity to introduce others to St. John’s – bring a friend! 

Summer Music Opportunities 

While the choir takes a break for the summer, there are twelve Sundays during June, July, and August that are 

waiting to be filled with special music. If you would like to be a part of worship this summer – or if you have 

ideas about someone else who might – please let me know! Instrumental and vocal solos and small ensembles 

are all welcome. I can be reached at the church phone number or SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org. 

Change in the Choir Seating 

One of the challenges of the space in the church is that it is hard, especially with a growing choir, to arrange the 

singers so that they can hear each other well. The portion of the organ that overhangs the choir pews creates an 

especially difficult acoustical situation for the singers who are underneath it, preventing them from hearing the 

rest of the choir. When choir members can hear all of the other parts being sung, they tend to stay together and 

in tune with much less effort, freeing the singers to focus on leading worship – and worshipping – rather than 

worrying about or struggling with the music they’ve prepared. 

The week before Palm Sunday, the pews were removed from the choir stalls in the church and replaced with 

movable chairs that angle towards the congregation. This is a trial situation until Pentecost and part of our quest 

to improve the choir's ability to hear each other when they sing. The beauty of this particular change is that, with 

the exception of some manual labor (thank you to David Talbot!), there is no cost associated with trying this re-

arrangement. If it becomes a permanent change, we will look into getting choir chairs that are a better aesthetic 

fit for the space. If you have any feedback, positive or negative, please feel free to share it with me!  

~ Sara Seidel 

Coordinator of Music 

Choir Schedule: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The complete 2013-14 Choir Calendar is posted on the church website under 

Worship: Music: Adult Choir. 

New choir members are welcomed at any time! 

Beginning of the  

Great Vigil of  

Easter service 
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Children’s & Youth Ministries News 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  I had such a wonderful time 

celebrating the Resurrection with the kids and youth 

of St. John’s last month.  The beautiful smiles, joy and 

excitement of the children are contagious, and they 

remind us all to rejoice again and again at the news of 

the empty tomb! 

The month of May brings the end of the regular 

programming year, which means we’re gearing up for 

summer too.  Children’s Church will continue to 

meet during the first part of the 9:00 am service every 

Sunday morning in May (May 25th will be the last 

session of Children’s Church until the fall).  Sunday 

School classes for preschoolers through 5th graders 

and Youth Education for 6th through 12th graders will 

meet from 10:20 to 11:00 am on May 4th, 11th, and 

18th.  May 18th will be the last day of Sunday School 

and Youth Ed until the fall (no classes May 25th, due 

to the long weekend).  Growing In Faith Together 

(GIFT) for babies & toddlers will meet in the Nursery at 10:20 am on Sunday, May 11th.  GIFT will meet once 

each month during the summer, and will go back to the every-other-week schedule in September. 

The Youth Group has some fun opportunities coming up this month – on 

May 4th, we’ll go out to lunch at Piada after the 11:15 am worship service 

and return to the Carriage House to listen to our newest mix cd, and on 

Saturday, May 31st, we’ll head to Marmon Valley Farm in Zanesfield for a 

picnic lunch and horseback riding.  Youth are also encouraged to participate 

in the Pajama Party overnight lock-in on Saturday, May 17th (more details 

below). 

Saturday, May 17th is the night of our 3rd annual Pajama Party overnight 

lock-in to celebrate the end of the school year!  All children and youth are 

encouraged to participate.  We’ll begin at 6:00 pm with a pizza dinner in the 

Undercroft, enjoy some outdoor fun and games, and then split up for movie 

time (youth will head to the Carriage House, preschoolers through 5th 

graders will stay in Kilbourne Hall).  We’ll share a light breakfast in the 

morning and attend the 9:00 am worship service together.  Families should 

watch their email for more details and information on how to sign up! 

“Super Moses, Super Me!” Vacation Bible School is almost here, and it’s 

time to register for this exciting program of hands-on, interactive learning about the adventures of a Real-Life 

Bible Hero!  “Super Moses, Super Me!” VBS will meet from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on Mondays June 9th, 16th, 23rd, 

and 30th.  Each session begins with dinner in the Undercroft, followed by a Moses story, crafts, games and 

other activities, and ending with music and movement time.  More details and the online registration form can 

be found at www.stjohnsworthington.org/vbs-sign-up. 

Parents and grandparents, don’t forget to register your child(ren) for the Diocese of Southern Ohio’s Procter 

Summer Camp.  A group of St. John’s families will be attending Family Camp together from July 2nd – 5th 

and it will be a fabulous time – please consider joining us!  Look at page 10 for more details. 

Please let me know if you have any questions, and I look forward to spending time with your family in May! 

~Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard, Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

Kids and parents waiting outside the church on Palm Sunday, 

ready to begin the service with a special procession. 

Youth Group members made a new 

friend when they had dinner  

together at The Winking Lizard  

on April 11th. 
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Attention parents & grandparents!!! 
Now is the time to register your children and youth for a summer camp experience they won’t forget, where 

they’ll get active, make new friends, and take part in exciting worship, all in a safe, beautiful Episcopal envi-

ronment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to attend Family Camp on July 2nd-5th together with other St. John’s families?  

Family Camp is a blast for all ages, with games, arts and crafts, sports, fishing, swimming, 

music, and amazing worship, all planned by the awesome Procter Camp Counselors.  It’s truly 

a wonderful time for the whole family!  Talk to Maggie L-S if you’re interested 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org)! 

Financial assistance is available from St. John’s and from 

the Diocese.  More information, and online registration, 

available at www.procter.diosohio.org 

Click on “Summer Camp.” 

Mr. John tells the Children's Church crew why we 

paint Easter eggs to celebrate the Resurrection.  

The Youth Group crew had tons of fun at COSI back in March! 

mailto:MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org
http://www.procter.diosohio.org
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ST. JOHN’S WOMEN’S RETREAT SEPTEMBER 26-27, 2014 

Our theme this year will be “Listening for the Heartbeat of God and Listening to the Heartbeat of Life.” This 

year’s retreat will be held at the Transfiguration Spirituality Center located at 495 Albion Ave, Cincinnati, OH 

45246. The cost is $72, which includes breakfast and lunch on Saturday. Please make your check out to St. 

John’s and be sure to write Women’s Retreat on the memo line. Checks and reservations need to be submitted  

no later than August 24th to reserve your room. Scholarships are available. Everyone is welcome. There will 

be more information to follow in the next few weeks. Please contact Donna Hissrich to make your reservations 

or if you have any other questions. Email: donna.hissrich@gmail.com or Cell: 614-203-3562.  

Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Sunday, May 4th    3:00 PM – St. Johns’ Music Series Concert and Reception, Nave & Atrium 

Monday, May 5th     1:30 PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday, May 6th    7:00 PM – Newcomers Committee Meeting, Conference Room 

Thursday, May 8th    1:30 PM – Pastoral Care Committee, Conference Room 

Sunday, May 11th    5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium 

Monday, May 12th    First Day of Third Graders Tours of St. John’s, continues thru May 27th  

   6:15 PM – BREAD Rally at Celeste Center 

Thursday, May 15th   5:00 PM – Finance Committee Meeting, Conference Room 

Saturday, May 17th    6:00 PM – Pajama Party, Lock-In for Kids and Youth, Atrium 

Sunday, May 18th  10:20 AM – Ministry Fair, Kilbourne Hall 

Monday, May 19th    7:00 PM – Outreach Committee, Conference Room 

Tuesday, May 20th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music & Movement Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, May 21st  10:45 AM – Caregivers Support Group, Conference Room, Nancy Woodson 

Monday, May 26th    Church Office Closed, Memorial Day  

Thursday, May 29th    6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 

Monday, June 2nd   Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Saturday, June 7th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of MAY 
Sunday 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Monday 

 7:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 268, Undercroft 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

1:30 PM ROOF Study Group- 1st & 3rd Thursdays, Conference Room 

7:00 PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

CORRECTION 

Last month, it was announced in 

the CROSSROADS that theolo-

gian Walter Brueggemann 

would be at St. John’s on Satur-

day, September 20. Unfortu-

nately, Dr. Brueggemann has 

cancelled this engagement due 

to illness.   

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
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PARTNERS-IN-MINISTRY-IN-LIBERIA (PIMIL) 

JUNE CELEBRATION 
Thirty-seven sponsors of PIMIL donate eleven thousand dollars annually 

toward the scholarship assistance program in Liberia for children of indi-

gent families to attend school. The donations are highly appreciated. The 

annual amount needed from all sources is sixteen thousand dollars. PIMIL 

must raise five thousand to augment the sponsors’ donations.  The Celebra-

tion and Annual International Luncheon Fundraiser in June is held for that purpose. The 5TH, this year, will be 

on Saturday, June 28, 2014 at St. John’s, Worthington from 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. The International 

Luncheon menu comprises of palatable and delicious American and Liberian cuisines. 

The theme of this year’s event is: Sharing God’s Love, One Student at a Time, based on Mt. 19:13. The Event 

will feature an Inspirational Speaker, Dr. Elizabeth Barker, professor of nursing 

at the Ohio State University.  Dr. Barker is also an international family nurse 

practioner. Dr. Barker was one of a five-member delegation, from the Diocese of 

Southern Ohio, to Liberia in 2011 to discern establishing a companion relation-

ship.  Dr. Barker is a parishioner at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Dublin, Ohio.  

Special guest at the Celebration is Liberian priest, Edgar Freeman, residing in the 

Diocese of Western Massachusetts. Rev. Freeman, whose family has been benefi-

ciaries of PIMIL, will be the guest preacher at St. Matthew’s, Westerville on 

June 29th at the conclusion of the two-day Celebration. 

Other features of the occasion include: Silent Auction, Vendors, (items include reproduction paintings of Libe-

rian artist Lawson Sworh), Heritage Dress Parade, Souvenir Program Book, and Children’s Activities. 

 Several members of sponsoring congregations of PIMIL in the Columbus deanery are collaborating in sup-

porting the event: Sonja Bronson of St. Matthew’s is the Coordinator, with Punky Cline of St. John’s, Wor-

thington as Co-Coordinator. The clerical chair sponsors of the Celebration are the Rev. Dr. Joseph G. Kovitch, 

Priest-in-Charge of St. Matthew’s and the Rev. Philip A. College, Rector of St. John’s, Worthington.  The 

yearly event gives the governing body of PIMIL, the PIMIL Council, which comprises membership from other 

Episcopal congregations, the opportunity to do the following: 

 Express appreciation to the sponsors of the diocese for their financial contribution toward the education 

of the students in Liberia 

 Augment, by self-help efforts, the means to provide funds 

for the scholarship assistance program of PIMIL 

 Share the Liberian experience with the sponsors and the 

community through education and cultural activities 

 Demonstrate collaboration between supporting congrega-

tions and the home congregation, St. Matthew’s, Wester-

ville 

 Enhance fellowship and fun 

 Encourage new sponsors of PIMIL 

The humanitarian efforts of scholarship assistance to indigent 

families were the result of the affect of the Liberian Civil War of 

fourteen years (1989-2004) in the country; the poor, already at the 

bottom of the socio-economic strata of the society, suffered the most. 

The humanitarian outreach of scholarship assistance is also in response to Jesus’ call to us: love one another as 

He loved us (Jn 13:34-35). 

For the academic year 2013/2014, PIMIL has eighty students from kindergarten through the twelfth grade. Es-

tablished at St. Matthew’s, in 2005, PIMIL is sponsored by individuals, organizations, families, congregations 

in the diocese and beyond.  Scholarship assistance is allocated to the students irrespective of creed, socio-

economic status and ethnicity.  In 2012, for example, PIMIL graduated the first degreed female Muslim nurs-

Elisabeth Barker Rev. Freeman 

PIMIL Banquet 2013 
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BAPTISM SCHEDULE FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2014 
 

Sunday morning, June 8,  Pentecost Sunday 
 

Sunday morning, November 2,  The Sunday after All Saints Day 
 

A baptismal education discussion with the priest is required prior to the baptism. This usually takes about an 

hour. 

Don’t forget  to plan for Godparents! Tradition would suggest 3 Godparents – with two being of the same 

gender as the child, and one being of the opposite gender. 

If you wish to be baptized - or if you have a child to be baptized, please contact Fr. Philip directly at     614-

846-5180, ext. 302, or PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org. 

CELEBRATION OF OUR GIFTS AND MINISTRY FAIR – MAY 18 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and 

there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given 

the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

On May 18th, we will have a special Celebration of Our Gifts in church and a Ministry Fair in Kilbourne Hall 

after both church services.  There are about 101 different committees, ministries, or activities in which the peo-

ple of St. John’s are participating to serve God and God’s people, and it’s time to say a big THANK YOU to 

all of those people!  The Ministry Fair will provide an opportunity for all those committees, ministries, or ac-

tivities to showcase what they do and invite other parishioners to participate. 

 Please join us for coffee and snacks at the Ministry Fair in Kilbourne Hall at 10:20 am or 12:30 pm on 

May 18th, so we can Celebrate Our Gifts together. 

 Whether you are new to St. John’s or have been here a while but are looking for a new way to share your 

time and talent, the Ministry Fair will give you some great ideas. 

 Whether you offer your gifts as a Lay Weeder or a Lay Reader, a greeter or an acolyte, a Vacation Bible 

School helper or a Celtic Service participant, a Coffee Hour host or a committee member, a casserole 

baker or a Friendship dinner server, or any of the 91 other ways to serve, YOUR gift makes a difference 

in the life of our parish and in the lives of God’s people. 

As we each find our own special ways to serve God, together we help build the Body of Christ at St. John's! 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has re-

ceived.  (1 Peter 4:10) 

~ Mary Bailey, for the Stewardship Committee 

ing student from Cuttington University in Liberia. The donations serve three purposes: 1. Allow the students to 

continue their education without interruption 2. Offer the students the opportunity to acquire basic education 

upon which to build their future educational goals. 3. Contribute to the fulfilling of the eight Millennium De-

velopment Goals. 

Tickets for the occasion are available and can be pre-purchased at St. Matthew’s: 614-882-2706 or at the 

event.  Tickets are: adults $15, youth and children $5.  PIMIL operates under St. Matthew’s 501c 3. 

We encourage and ask for your support by inviting others, and in these specific ways: 

 Take an AD for the Program Book. See Punky Cline for the different rates: Tel. 614-284-3782 

 Contribute an item for the Silent Auction. See Kathy Hall: 614-888-1933 

 Secure a table as a Vendor & Tickets. See Vicky Turner: Tel. 614-846-5180 

 Participate in the Heritage Dress Parade. See Mother Abby: Tel. 614-891-2960. 

Email: aflemister@insight.rr.com 
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 FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR THE THREE MONTHS ENDED MARCH 31, 2014 

Other Remarks: The variance listed under the Building and Grounds Expense is the result of the property insurance, 
snow removal, and Township Hall maintenance expenses falling above budget during the period ended March 31, 2014. 

   

  
  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge & Plate Contributions   112,725    99,229            (13,496)  

Other Revenue       7,252      6,999                (253)  

Total Operating Revenue   119,977  106,228            (13,749)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources     73,895    72,219             (1,676)  

Diocesan Expense     19,500    19,500                     0  

Other Administrative Expenses       7,625      7,630                     5  

Building & Grounds Expenses     40,411    46,573               6,162  

Committee Expenses       9,869      6,915              (2,954)  

Total Operating Expenses   151,300  152,837               1,537  

Operating Cash Flow    (31,323)   (46,609)             (15,286)  

     

     

Financial Recap:     

At the end of March 2014 our actual pledge and plate receipts were below budget by $13,500, with our total reve-
nues being below budget by $13,800. In total our operating expenses, which exclude mortgage principal payments, 
were $1,500 over budget which, in combination with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow for the year of 
$46,600.  As a result, we have had to use $35,000 from our investments to supplement the deficit when we were 
expecting to use only $31,000 at this point.  A note about the capital side of the Campaign for Sustaining and Grow-
ing our Ministries:  In 2014, we are anticipating to receive contributions in the amount of $68,850, or approximately 
$5,700 per month.  To date the church has received $17,830 which puts us ahead in our collections thus far in the 
amount of $700.  Thank you for keeping your capital campaign promises current! 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALL SAINTS FUND 
The following people have recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

Robert and Wendy Reber    In memory of William Whitlatch 

Hugh and Elizabeth Allen    In memory of William Whitlatch 

C.G. and Linda Compton    In memory of William Whitlatch 

Keith Gordon and Family    In memory of William Whitlatch 

Barbara Ferenca      In memory of William Whitlatch 

For-Mel Woman’s Club    In memory of Howard Brooks 

William and Rose Ann Strohm   In memory of Howard Brooks 

Janice Howden      In memory of Howard Brooks 

Carrie Marie Anthony     In memory of Howard Brooks 

Lois Jean Welsh      In memory of Howard Brooks 

Marilyn Fawcett      In memory of Howard Brooks 

David and Mary Kay Geiger   In memory of Howard Brooks 

Richard and Colette Martin   In memory of Howard Brooks 

Richard and Colette Martin   In memory of Carl Hackman 
 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improve-

ments for St. John’s programs or premises.  If you wish to make a contribution in honor of 

someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check to St. John’s Episcopal 

Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person or event being 

memorialized should be included in the memo Line.    

May Birthdays 
 

Alanah Spencer  May 1 

Edward Glenn-Applegate May 1 

Grant Bradford  May 2 

Olivia O’Donnell  May 2 

Jane Kuntz  May 3 

Bill Weatherholt  May 3 

Sue Black  May 3 

Wills Forman  May 3 

Karen Peeler  May 5 

Isabel Brinker  May 9 

Mark Haven  May 11 

Jade McKinney  May 13 

James Pawley  May 13 

Noah Harter  May 14 

William Webster  May 14 

Lisa Graupmann  May 15 

Michael Metersky  May 16 

Sydney Hudock  May 16 

 

 

Jonathan Stevens  May 18 

Abigail Archer  May 18 

Jo Pascoe  May 19 

Mary Catherine Savage  May 19 

Sadie Savage  May 19 

Leslie Diamond  May 20 

Ann Badger  May 20 

Benjamin Heald  May 20 

Steve Ellcessor  May 21 

Brian McCoy  May 21 

Kylie Herban  May 21 

Kristy Hall-Reel  May 22 

Haylee LaRue  May 22 

Sandy Blair  May 23 

Sandy Browne  May 23 

Kurin Garro  May 23 

Jesse Leidheiser-Stoddard May 23 

Shirley Suddendorf  May 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juan Perez  May 24 

Jennifer Hortz  May 25 

Letty Belknap  May 26 

Melanie Burton  May 26 

Barbara Gessaman  May 27 

Peggy Trueman  May 27 

Jane Boler  May 28 

Joshua Belknap  May29 

David Forman  May 29 

Kevin Cedik  May 29 

Lyndsay Bliss  May 29 

Luke Walton  May 29 

Benjamin Stevens  May 30 
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