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MEET YOUR NEW WARDEN AND VESTRY MEMBERS! 

The following people have been newly elected to fill terms on the Vestry:  

Junior Warden: Rob Thurman (2 year term) 

Vestry Members: (3 year terms)  

 Brice Patterson   Alex Lagusch 

 Sandy Carroll   Celia Besselman  

Additionally, at the Feb. 21st meeting of the current vestry, the 

following people were appointed by the vestry to fill open positions: 

 Punky Cline was appointed to fill the remaining two year term left vacant 

by Rob Thurman who is our new Junior Warden. 

 Eldon Ronning was appointed to fill the remaining one year term left vacant 

by Clare Boggs who has resigned due to a move to another city. 

Ash Wednesday, March 1st 

This year the holy season of Lent begins on March 1st,       

Ash Wednesday. 

As we did last year we will offer three worship services; 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with the Imposition of 

Ashes. No homily. No Music. Optional Bible Study will follow 

immediately for those who wish to stay. 

5:45 p.m. The Imposition of Ashes, a service for families with young children. 
We anticipate the service to last about 20 minutes. No Music. No homily. 

No Holy Eucharist. 

7:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with the Imposition of Ashes.                      

With hymns, organ and full choir. No homily. 

All services will be held in the main worship space, the nave. 

If you cannot attend a service at St. John’s, please plan to attend a similar service 

wherever you are. 
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COMMUNICATIONS ... MARKETING  

... DESIGN ... WRITING  

... Do any of these topics interest you? 

If yes, please accept our invitation to visit or join the 

St. John's Communications Committee. 

We are pleased to welcome Dawn Wallace-Pascoe as 

our incoming committee chair! 

Our group traditionally meets on the first Tuesday of 

each month from 6-7 pm at the La Chatelaine 

restaurant across High Street (and south a bit) from the 

church. 

Our group strategizes on (and executes!) 

communications within St. John’s, and communication 

to our surrounding communities. We're working on 

everything from Google Ads to a private "LinkedIn"-

type directory for our parish members.  

~ Alice Foeller 

MARCH 5TH CELTIC SERVICE  

Please join us in the Atrium on March 

5th at 5 pm for the next lay-led Celtic 

Service. We will celebrate the Feast of 

St. David (March 1st), the 6th century 

Bishop of Wales and founder of many 

monastic settlements and churches. 

Special music will also be featured. 

This is an intimate, quiet, and 

contemplative service followed by a 

time of hospitality and fellowship. We welcome all St. 

John’s parishioners and friends from outside our 

church family to the service based on the Iona Abbey 

Worship Book. Enter through the Atrium doors any 

time after 4:30.  

~ Eve Herold for The Celtic Fellowship  

On Sunday, February 19, 2017, Maggie Leidheiser-

Stoddard’s sermon was on Love from the Gospel of 

Matthew. What is the nature of “Love”? Can you love 

someone without liking them? Do you think Jesus 

was serious when He said to love your enemies and 

pray for the ones that persecute you?  

As I reflected on her sermon and the readings, as I 

usually do, there was something that really touched 

and stirred in me during and after Maggie’s sermon. I 

then saw a connection to the season of Lent, and 

hearing this scripture at this time of the Liturgical 

Calendar Year, I wondered why Jesus would have 

said these words to us, leading up to his death. 

Maggie also spoke on the Epistle (1Corinthians), with 

Paul stating “you should become fools so that you 

may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is 

foolishness with God.” I feel God is asking us to be 

open with Him this Lent. He wants and needs us all to 

be Holy because He is Holy. Jesus became human so 

that we could become Divine with Our Father in 

heaven and gain eternal life. 

Holiness is not an option, it’s a requirement. We are 

all called to be Saints. We are called to live in a 

Divine Way. And now is when we need to learn how 

to do it. God will show us how to do this. We can’t 

do it ourselves. That’s why we need to improve our 

image. Jesus says, “He who sees me, sees the Father.” 

When you look into the mirror, you should see the 

Father. In other words, you should see a person with 

love and kindness.  

As stewards of God, we should be loving and kind to 

all we come into contact with. I believe that is what 

Jesus was telling us, and He also showed us in so 

many ways. 

During Bible Study, someone shared how Pastor Rick 

Warren shows you how to get more out of God’s 

Word and deepen your daily time with Jesus in his 

“40 Days in the Word” study kit called S.H.A.P.E. 

The acronym stands for: Spiritual Gifts, Heart, 

Abilities, Personalities and Experience. During Lent, 

I am going to make an effort to work through the 

S.H.A.P.E. Study Guide and invite you to journey 

alongside of me. 

~ Donna Hissrich 

On Behalf of Stewardship  

Dawn Wallace-Pascoe has accepted the position of 

Chair of the Communication Committee, replacing 

Alice Foeller.  

Thankfully, Alice will remain on the Committee!   

We offer many thanks for Alice’s leadership in the 

past! And we look to Dawn’s leadership in the months 

and years to come. 

Fr. Philip + 

NEW CHAIRPERSON  

OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

FOLLOWING JESUS INTO LENT  



 

3 

 

Dear Friends, 

It strikes me that it is an entirely human response to 

seek to moderate the power of the Church's call to 

keep Lent as a holy and edifying season simply by not 

allowing ourselves to take it terribly seriously.  There 

were a number of years earlier in my life when I 

thought that it was a fine Lenten discipline to give up 

brussels sprouts.  Not liking brussels sprouts much to 

begin with, I would now suggest that such a vow put 

in perspective, rather clearly, my willingness to avoid 

attaching great seriousness to Lent. 

I think that our unwillingness to take Lent's message 

deeply to heart may come, in part, because the truth of 

the message is neither easy nor without pain.  Quite 

simply put, it says to us that we are imperfect 

creatures who, over and over again, fail to make 

decisions in our lives which are in keeping with God's 

will for us and, hence, find ourselves in mess after 

mess...hurting ourselves and others.  The message 

goes on to call us, in recognizing such imperfection, 

also to recognize that, if we are to amend our ways, 

we are in need of the help and grace of God to do so.  

Lent's call then, is not so much to give something up 

as it is to open oneself to the grace of God… 

recognizing our need for such 

grace if we are to come to live 

in constructive, rather than 

destructive, ways.   

The message is not an easy 

one.  It demands hard work 

from us.  It also promises that 

the grace necessary to amend 

our lives will be provided and 

that, during these forty days, 

though we may pass through 

more than one dark valley as we confront honestly our 

shortcomings, the journey will issue in the glorious 

blaze of new life, new understanding, and new hope 

which is offered in the Resurrection. 

I pray that each of us will, indeed, keep a Holy Lent…

making time daily; quietly in prayer, self-examination, 

and reflection; to open ourselves to God’s grace…and 

that, together, we will make a journey which will edify 

and strengthen our own individual lives and the life of 

this Parish.  A holy Lent to each of you. 

Faithfully, 

Bob+ 

MEDITATION ON A HOLY LENT 

February Youth Group Anti-Valentine Murder Mystery Party. 

The Rev. Robert L. Ficks III 
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NEWS FROM ST. JOHN’S EARLY EDUCATION CENTER 

SEEKING GOD TOGETHER  

Seeking God Together meets the first Wednesday of each month at 12:30 p.m.in the library. 

The Spirit is speaking. Can you hear Him? If you're longing to become more attentive to God--to listen to 

Him, know His voice and experience His love, spiritual direction can point the way. Donna Hissrich, Spiritual 

Director, facilitates Seeking God Together, a small group sharing each other’s meditation practices. We use 

written word, visual art, and music to guide us, and we are open to each participant’s method of seeking.  

~ Donna Hissrich 

Enrollment for 2017-18 school year has been in 

progress since January and at this point we have only 

a few openings left in our classrooms.  

Our teachers have been continuing their education to 

stay abreast of the latest educational methods, 

focusing on the individual child as well as keeping the 

flow of communication open with the parents. 

Classroom teachers have created private blogs to keep 

parents informed of daily activities in their classroom. 

We are taking full advantage of the computer age 

technology! Truly they go above and beyond what is 

expected from a part time teacher in preschool. The 

excellent program we offer along with exceptional 

teaching staff makes our preschool an outstanding one 

in the Worthington area. 

The board voted to increase tuition for next year for:  

   3 year olds , 2 day half day will be $165.00  

   3 year olds, 3 day half day will be $195.00  

   4/5 year olds, 4 half days will be $235.00  

   4/5 year olds, 3 long days will be $255.00 

   4/5 Enrichment afternoons stays $135.00 (with 

lunch) and $95.00 (without lunch) 

Even with the increases we will continue to be within 

the median price range of other preschools in the area. 

 We will be offering Summer Camp this year on the 

following dates, June 5-8 and July 17-20. The camps 

are 9 am-12 pm for children 3-5 years of age and are 

theme related. The teachers plan activities that are age 

appropriate, fun, educational and not weather 

dependent.  Parents have told us that it is a fun way 

for their children to spend time in the summer!!  

Forms will be available in the school office or on our 

web site www.sjpreschool.com. 

The parent group is already planning the Spring 

Flower sale which will begin on Monday, March 6. 

Forms for ordering will be available in the church and 

school offices. The forms must be turned in no later 

than April 4th and the flowers will be delivered on 

Thursday, April 27th. The sale will be by order only 

and there will be no extra flowers for sale on the 

delivery date, so think spring and come in and order 

those pretty flowers. If you would like to look at a 

Foertmeyer catalogue please go to 

www.springflowersale.com. 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director 

Purple room 3's created snow plows that thankfully we 

have not had many occasions to use this winter. 

Things will be blooming soon with the  

Spring Flower sale.  

March 6th kick off; orders due by April 4th. 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
http://www.springflowersale.com
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Faith and Begorrah! The leprechauns who take time off from searching for gold at the end 

of the rainbow to collect and count the food donations after church each week really like to 

see our baskets at the back of the church and in the atrium filled to overflowing.  May the 

luck o' the Irish come your way each time you bring a donation to support the Worthington 

and Gladden Food Pantries! The leprechauns want us to be extra generous this month and 

spend some of our "gold" to help stock the shelves at the Worthington Pantry with diapers, 

as they're experiencing a serious shortage of size 4-5-6 diapers.  All kinds of non-perishable food items and 

toiletries are welcome, but this month's LUCKY suggestions appear below. 

The Worthington Pantry's monthly newsletter included this message: 'The Worthington Resource Pantry is a 

place where people who receive a produce prescription after visiting a free health clinic can have their produce 

prescription filled.  Encouraging healthy eating has been a goal of the WRP since its inception. The Mid-Ohio 

Food Bank has encouraged member agencies to fill produce prescriptions to enhance health throughout our 

community, and WRP responded with an emphatic "yes!" when asked to become a place where produce 

prescriptions are filled.'  Isn't it great to hear that our pantries have such a strong commitment to healthy foods 

for our neighbors who need help? 

March 5 - green peas, diapers (size 4, 5, 6) 

             12 - canned chicken or tuna, diapers (4, 5, 6) 

             19 - 100% fruit juice, diapers (4, 5, 6) 

             26 - diced tomatoes, toothpaste 

~ Mary Bailey 

THE FOOD PANTRIES 

The Women’s Retreat will be held Sept 8-9, 2017. Our theme this 

year is: Walking in the Footprints of Jesus: A Retreat Based on St. 

Teresa of Avila. 

“Come away with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some 

rest.” –Jesus 

We long for ways to be more deeply connected with the Holy One; 

ways to simplify our lives; ways to create space and silence in a 

life full of busyness and noise. The Fall Women’s Retreat invites 

you to come away, so you may quiet yourself and receive God’s 

presence through prayer practices that engage your soul. 

This year’s retreat will be held at the Transfiguration Spirituality 

Center, Cincinnati, OH. Our Facilitator is Sandra Weisner, a 2015 

graduate of Wellstreams. Reservations and money need to be 

received by August 20 to reserve a room. The cost is $88, which 

includes all meals. Please make your check out to St. John’s and 

write Women’s Retreat on the memo line and give it to Donna 

Hissrich. Scholarships are available. We do have a full kitchen and 

private rooms. There are only 4 rooms downstairs so if you need a 

downstairs room, please be sure to let me know. They also need to 

know any dietary needs that you may have. The retreat will end 

Saturday at 4 pm. For more details contact Donna Hissrich at 614-

203-3562 or email donna.hissrich@gmail.com  

Rev. Sandra Weisner 

is an ordained Unity 

Minister and has 

served four churches 

during her 30 years of 

experience. She was 

founding minister of 

Unity of Strongsville. 

In May of 2015 she 

graduated from 

Wellstreams, a 

program for spiritual 

development and direction. Rev. Weisner 

is now a member of St. Matthew’s 

Episcopal Church in Westerville. She has 

developed Transitions Ministries serving 

as Spiritual Director, Wedding Officiant 

and other spiritual services that mark 

transitions in people’s lives. She lives in 

Westerville with her 91-year old mother, 

Joyce Weisner, and two cats, Patches and 

Piper. Rev. Weisner loves to work with 

adult learners and facilitating AHA 

moments.  

2017 WOMEN'S FALL RETREAT-RESERVE NOW  

Sandra Weisner 

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
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Choral Evensong – Sunday, March 19 at 5:00 p.m. (prelude at 4:45) 

Choral Evensong has long been an important part of our Anglican heritage. This quiet, meditative, music-filled 

service incorporates elements of drama and ritual that nourish our spiritual lives. Rather than the traditional 

canticles, the choir of St. John’s will sing five movements from John Rutter’s Requiem within the context of 

the service. Afterwards, the Hospitality and Fellowship Committee will host a reception in the Atrium. This 

service is a great way to introduce others to St. John’s – please spread the word and invite a friend!  
 

Choir Schedule 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The adult choir is a super fun group of people 

and is open to anyone high school aged or older who can read music. 

Even though the chancel looks full, we are always excited to add new singers!  
 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, April 23, 3:00 p.m. – The West Liberty University Singers (Music Series Concert) 

                                                  Praise, All Ye Nations 

Sunday, May 21, 3:00 p.m. – Karen Peeler, soprano (Music Series Concert) 

                                                 Songs for a Lifetime 
 

~Sara Seidel 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 

Scenes from the February 19 Music Series Family Concert 

with the ProMusica Brass Quintet 
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"Working with children over the years has taught me 

that they are quick to connect themselves, in all sorts 

of ways, to whatever it is they do," Robert Coles wrote 

in his book The Spiritual Life of Children.  He added 

that "picturing God's face turns out to be no 

exception."  A psychologist by training, Coles first 

realized that he wanted to study children after 

witnessing the struggle for school integration in New 

Orleans in the 1950s.  He wondered what gave young 

children the courage to walk through screaming, 

cursing crowds on their way into the school building 

every day.  His quest to answer that question led him 

to interview thousands of children, and to write many 

books, including The Political Life of Children, and 

The Moral Intelligence of Children.  But of all his 

books, The Spiritual Life of Children has remained the 

most popular. 

I've learned a great many things from Robert 

Coles.  Most exemplary is his humility, and I try to 

emulate him when working with children here at Saint 

John's.  Coles writes that "a good way to initiate 

research is to sit down with children, tell them what 

you want to learn, and then hope that they will become 

colleagues, instructors, guides."  Obviously, I'm not 

trying to learn from children in the way that Coles was 

- I'm not a researcher, nor do I want to be.  But I do 

have many questions in my own spiritual life, and if I 

take Jesus seriously when he tells me that, in order to 

enter the Kingdom of God, I must be like a little child, 

then I must accept the possibility that children have 

something to teach me.  Indeed, to teach all of us. 

We are all seekers after meaning, and the youngest 

child is as anxious to make sense of life as the oldest 

woman or man.  As Coles writes, "it is in the nature of 

human beings, from early childhood until the last 

breath, to sift and sort, and to play, first with toys and 

games and teddy bears and animals, then with ideas 

and words and images and sounds and notions.  We 

never stop trying to settle upon some satisfying idea of 

who and what we ourselves are, and to build a world 

that is ours - with blocks or bricks or iron, with money 

and signatures of ownership, with acts of affirmation 

and loyalty and affiliation, with outbursts of meanness 

and rancor, with mental images, and, not least, with 

theories about how the life we live should go."  I 

particularly like Coles's talk about play, and I value 

children because they bring delight and goofiness to 

play.  To my mind, that gives extra meaning to the 

things they learn through play.  They know that these 

are serious things they're learning, and they're taking 

in the lesson, but they also remember the joy they 

experienced in the moment of learning, and joy is a 

lesson in itself. 

I believe that children are theologians.  They try to 

make meaning of the world and they try to understand 

God.  But the arena of their theologizing isn't the 

lecture hall or the pulpit.  It's in activity, in games, in 

play.  And I think that's part of what Jesus meant when 

he said that we must be like little children.  We must 

rediscover the joy of meaning-making, and be humble 

enough to laugh at our limitations, our mistakes, our 

clumsiness.  And we must be quick to connect 

ourselves to whatever it is we do.  To see that the 

actions we take during our day express, and contribute 

to, our understanding of the world. This set of 

assumptions is what I'm basing my work here at St. 

John's on.  When the children meet for Sunday school, 

there's a lot of play.  There is also serious theology 

going on beneath the surface. 

~ Karl Stevens 

Children and Youth Formation 

One of four Witch Hazel bushes in bloom in the graveyard 

in February—always the earliest bush blooms of the year! 
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“You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous…” 

Lay Weeders’ Perennial/ Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 

Undercroft 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

No experience necessary 

Snowdrops blooming in January?  Daffodils coming up in early February?  Ice one day, open 

water the next.  What is in store for the gardens this year after this yo-yo winter? 

At the meeting, we’ll be talking about sustainable gardens and planning for this coming year. 

“…You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.”  Psalm 65: 9, 12. 

~ Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND CHRISTIAN FORMATION—ADULT FORUM 

GARDEN GLORIES 

March begins Lent this year, with March 1 being Ash Wednesday.  This year 

our congregation is encouraged to participate in Lent Madness.  For those of 

you who are familiar with sports playoffs, the “scoreboard” will be familiar.  It 

will be posted in the Atrium. 

On Mar. 5, Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard will present an Intro to 

Lent Madness.  The format of Lent Madness is straightforward: 

32 saints are placed into a tournament-like single elimination 

bracket. Each pairing remains open for a set period of time and 

people vote for their favorite saint. 16 saints make it to the 

Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the 

Elite Eight; four make it to the Faithful Four; two to the 

Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted Golden 

Halo. The first round consists of basic biographical information 

about each of the 32 saints. Things get a bit more interesting in 

the subsequent rounds as people encounter  quotes and quirks, explore legends, 

and even move into the area of saintly kitsch. (See related article on Page 9.) 

On Mar. 12  Nancy Elkington will present Library Update: Accomplishments, Needs and Recommendations.  

Nancy has worked hard to help us bring our library current, including the online catalog.  We hope you will 

join us to learn more about this project.  

On Mar. 19  Miriam Utter will kick off our year of learning about the Reformation, including 

events leading up to it, with her presentation of “What I’ve Been Reading – Baptism in the 

Early Christian Church”.    

On Mar. 26  Joan Bird will introduce the OSU Optometry Students who help 

distribute our donated eye glasses during their summer mission.  SVOSH at The 

Ohio State University College of Optometry is a student chapter of Volunteer 

Optometric Services of Humanity (VOSH), a non-profit organization on a 

mission to bring vision to every person on the planet.  They are a select group of 

individuals who are using the medical expertise and skillset that The Ohio State University 

College of Optometry encourages to diagnose and manage some of the most visually 

devastating conditions in areas of the world with no access to ocular care.  The Outreach and 

Social Justice Committee sponsored the eyeglass drive in February.  Sponsored by the Lions 

Club, the drive collects old eyeglasses, and the students take them to donate during mission 

trips. 

~ Margaret Allen 

Nancy Elkington presenting  

at Adult Forum 

Maggie 

Miriam 

Joan 

Snowdrops 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  GRIEF AND CAREGIVERS GROUP 

GET READY FOR LENT MADNESS! 

 

Do you enjoy learning about the lives of the saints, 

especially the more obscure and/or eccentric ones?  Do 

you love the playful camaraderie of March Madness 

bracket pools, but don’t know much about college 

hoops?  Then LENT MADNESS is perfect for YOU!  

During the season of Lent, join in the fun as we make 

our predictions and vote on head-to-head matchups 

pitting saint against saint, all in pursuit of the coveted 

Golden Halo.  Deacon Maggie L-S will explain the 

workings of LENT MADNESS during the Adult 

Education session on Sunday, March 5th at 10:20 am in 

Kilbourne Hall.  All are encouraged to take part in this 

lighthearted exploration of the lives of the saints!  Talk to Maggie if you have any burning questions that must 

be answered before March 5th (MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org). 

WE WORK TOGETHER, WE PRAY TOGETHER: A VIGIL FOR JUSTICE 

Lots of folks at St. John’s (and elsewhere, no doubt) have been asking this question 

over the last few weeks and months: How can we, as followers of the Prince of 

Peace, be faithful to the Gospel in a time of social and political conflict?  What would 

Jesus have us do?  This question is too big for any of us to answer alone – which is 

one of many reasons why we must love and encourage and support one another in the 

pursuit of justice and peace. 

Vestry member, Children’s Church leader, and Coffee Hour hostess extraordinaire 

Star Blackford and I have been working together to plan a simple, prayerful Vigil for 

Justice.  On Sunday, March 12th, at 5:00 pm, all are welcome to gather with us on 

the southeast corner of the Village Green (right in front of the church) to lift our voices and our prayers 

together.  This is not a march, or a protest, or a political rally.  It is an opportunity for people to come together 

as children of God and seekers of justice and peace.  We will pray together, and sing together, and listen to 

words of Scripture, and light candles in recognition of our call to be “the light of the world” (Matt 5:14). 

Please invite family, friends, and neighbors, and spread the word about this event.  If you have questions, don’t 

hesitate to email me at MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org.  We expect the Vigil to last between 20 and 25 

minutes.  Star and I hope to see you on the Green on March 12th! 

~ Deacon Maggie 

The meeting of the Caregiver/Grief 

Support group will be held on March 

20 at 1:00 p.m. and take place in the 

Atrium.  Please call Nina Bruns at 614-

882-9032 for further information. 

  ~ Nina Bruns 

St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and the 

situations in which they, their 

loved ones, friends, co-workers, 

etc, may find themselves.  If you or someone you love 

or know needs prayer support or you would like to 

join us in praying, please call or email Jo Pascoe at  

(614) 885-1773 or twopas@aol.com. 

mailto:MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org
mailto:twopas@aol.com
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WHY WE SHOULD ALL BE ACTIVE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

You have often heard me 

preach about our need to go 

out into the world and try to 

restore justice. We are 

commanded by Jesus to 

correct the wrongs perpetuated 

against the ‘least of these’. But 

there are other reasons to get 

active in our community. 

Right now our nation is not 

only deeply divided, but 

inundated with nasty rhetoric 

and a general mood of 

selfishness and greed. Probably in no other period of 

history have the people of this country-at-large been 

so alienated from one another and unwilling to work 

together for the common good. Many are depressed, 

feeling totally hopeless and helpless to find a way to 

change their attitudes or the country. 

Activism is the answer! Some would say that 

individuals cannot make a difference; we can only 

change ourselves. Yet, a change in individual attitudes 

becomes, in time, a “global mind change” or a change 

in the entire world. 

Being an activist often is stressful, and is plain hard 

work; burnout is a real problem. But, in the end, 

activism makes us feel good; it is exhilarating to 

gather with like-minded people to work for a common 

goal. Moving chairs, passing out flyers, and lobbying 

elected representatives is not so dreary when you do it 

with other people. 

If people who have never been active before see you 

enjoying your activism, they may be encouraged to get 

out also. Who could resist all those women in pink 

‘pussy’ hats at the Women’s March; they were making 

a serious statement, but were having fun doing it. . . 

and all who went described the march as an 

experience of a lifetime! 

When you get out and work with others in your 

community, it strengthens the bonds of that 

community; you have a common purpose and goal. 

Each person encourages the other to make their own 

little piece of the world a little better place. People are 

sharing love and energy. 

Today’s events have left a lot of people depressed, 

fearful of where the country is going. Some would like 

to dig a hole and come back out in four years. Each 

new revelation makes them become more depressed 

and fearful. If they will get out and become active, 

their lives will have a rewarding purpose; it is really 

hard to be depressed when you feel you are 

contributing to our own community. 

And, believe it or not, activism can be very effective. 

Sometimes you feel that you will not make any 

difference – the issues or problems are 

insurmountable. But that is not true. Just remember 

Ohio Senate Bill 5 (Collective Bargaining Limit of 

2011); that law was overturned because thousands and 

thousands of people in Ohio felt it was unjust and 

successfully campaigned to have it overturned. Each 

and every one of those people and their vote at the 

ballot box made a difference! 

True, activism is not all fun and games. Each person 

must believe in the cause and dedicate themselves to 

the work that it takes to effect a change. It is hard 

work, but if the belief is strongly held, it is not a 

burden to go out and campaign. 

And remember, activism does not have to be political; 

it can be cooking for the homeless, reading to the 

blind, being a school ‘grandparent’, teaching English 

as a Second Language. It may be driving senior 

citizens to the doctor or the grocery store, or just 

having coffee with someone who is shut-in. 

Activism makes a difference in your world and makes 

a difference in your life. Get out of the house and do 

whatever you can to make this community and world 

we live in a better place. 

But to do something positive for your community and 

world, joining with your friends and neighbors can 

possibly change the world, and surely change you! 

Don’t rage—ENGAGE! 

~ Deniray Mueller, Deacon 

Deacon Deniray Mueller 
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PRESIDING BISHOP’S STATEMENT ON REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 

JOIN THE 2X4 FIGHT FOR REFUGEES CAMPAIGN! 

 

The Episcopal Public Policy Network is asking all Episcopalians (and 

friends) to take part in the 2x4 Fight for Refugees campaign.  

Joining the campaign is simple – you commit to making four phone 

calls over the next two months (one to the White House, one to each 

of your two U.S. Senators, and one to your U.S. Representative).  The 

purpose of these calls is to express your faith-based support for 

continuing refugee resettlement here in the United States.   

Phone Numbers:  President Trump: 866-961-4293;  

Senator Sherrod Brown: 202-224-2315;  

Senator Rob Portman: 202-224-3353;  

and your U.S. Representative (probably Beatty, Stivers, or Tiberi): 

202-224-3121 

Sample Script: “I’m an Episcopalian and your constituent from 

[City, State], and I support refugee resettlement in the U.S. I am strongly opposed to the President’s efforts to 

stop the resettlement of refugees from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen; pause the refugee 

resettlement program entirely; and reduce the number of refugees we welcome. I support a program that 

protects our national security interests while continuing our nation’s admirable tradition of resettling the most 

vulnerable populations around the world. I urge you to do everything in your power to support refugees who 

are seeking to escape violence and persecution and resettle here in the United States.  I thank you for your 

time and consideration.” 

Talk to Deacon Maggie (MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) for more information! 

The following is an excerpt from a January 25th statement by The Most Rev. Mi-

chael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church: 
 

"As Christians, we are asked to pray: for our leaders, for our loved ones, for our 

enemies, and for those who are suffering. Our work does not end with prayer: we 

also offer assistance to those who are fleeing persecution. We find homes for those 

who have been forced out of their homes. We feed those who are hungry. The refu-

gees who enter the United States do so after experiencing violence and persecution 

undeserved of any human being, and they come to the U.S. with hopes to build new 

lives. 
 

Refugee resettlement is a form of ministry, and one that we, and many other 

churches and faith-based organizations, cherish. The work of Episcopal Migration 

Ministries is God’s work, and we show the face of God through the care and com-

passion in that work. I ask President Trump to continue the powerful work of our 

refugee resettlement program without interruption, recognizing the long wait and 

screening process that means refugees wait months and sometimes years to enter 

the country. We ask that we continue to accept as many refugees as we have in the 

past, recognizing the need is greater than ever. We ask that refugees from all countries receive consideration 

to come to the U.S. and not to ban those who come from countries most in need of our assistance." 

The Most Rev.  

Michael B. Curry 
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THIRD “ANNUAL” CHILI COOKOFF WAS A HIT! 

Kim Basso’s BISON CHILI 
1 large onion, chopped 

2-3 pounds ground bison 

2 large cans kidney beans 

1 large can chopped tomatoes, with juice 

2 bottles Heinz chili sauce 

Sauté the chopped onion, then brown the bison in a large 

pot.  Add the kidney beans, tomatoes with juice, and chili 

sauce.  Cook for at least 4 hours, stirring about every 20 

minutes over medium heat. 

 

The February Saturday Supper was co

-hosted by Donna and David Hissrich 

and Mary Bailey, and featured a Chili 

Cookoff in Kilbourne Hall.  We had 

four Chili entries, plus tasty 

appetizers, salads, cornbread, and desserts.  Thanks to 

Kim Basso, Joan Bird, Jon Leidheiser-Stoddard, and 

Vicky Turner for their chili offerings!  Attendees were 

able to sample all four chilis and then cast a vote for 

their favorite.  It was a challenging decision, requiring 

lots of tasting and re-tasting, as all four were delicious 

and tempted our palates in different ways.  

Congratulations to Kim Basso, the winner of the 2017 

Chili Cookoff!  Kim received a “chilly” prize for her 

Bison Chili – a Graeter’s gift card.  Congratulations to 

Jon also, who took second place with his Vegetarian 

Chili; although he wasn’t able to attend the dinner, we 

sent his Graeter’s gift card home with Jesse.  We are 

happy to share everyone’s chili recipes this month – 

all of them are worth trying! 

Saturday Supper is a fun and casual way to share good 

food and fellowship and get to know our fellow 

parishioners.  It was great to welcome some new faces 

to last month’s Saturday Supper, including new 

parishioner Pat and her daughter Lora (visiting from 

Austria), Tom and Donna Bailey, Seleen Collins, 

Maggie and Jesse Leidheiser-Stoddard, Pete Sharp, 

and Lucile Widney, as well as Donna and David 

Hissrich’s lively grandchildren Tivonna and Tobias 

and their parents Eric and Marie, and Marie’s cousin 

Savannah.  We hope YOU will join us for the next 

Saturday Supper! 

Kim Basso, Vicky Turner, Joan Bird,  

and Jesse Leidheiser-Stoddard  

(representing Jon L-S) at the Chili Cook-off! 

Joan Bird’s WHITE TURKEY CHILI 
1 T olive oil 

1 medium onion, diced 

2 stalks celery, diced 

3 medium poblano peppers, seeded & ribs removed, diced 

1 clove garlic, minced 

1 tsp ground cumin 

½ tsp ground coriander 

¼ tsp cayenne pepper 

1 pound ground white meat turkey 

2 15-oz cans white beans (e.g. cannelloni) 

4 C low sodium chicken broth 

¾ tsp dried oregano 

¼ C nonfat Greek-style yogurt 

2 T chopped cilantro leaves 

Heat oil in large pot or dutch oven.  Add onion, celery, and 

peppers and cook, stirring occasionally, until the 

vegetables are soft, about 8 minutes.  Add garlic, cumin, 

coriander, and cayenne and cook with stirring until 

fragrant, about 30 seconds.  Add ground turkey and cook, 

breaking up the meat with a spoon until the meat is no 

longer pink, about 2 minutes.  Then add white beans, 

broth, and oregano and cook, partially covered, stirring 

occasionally for 25-30 minutes.  Add salt and cayenne 

pepper to taste, then continue cooking, partially covered, 

stirring occasionally for about 10 minutes longer.  Ladle 

chili into serving bowls.  Garnish with yogurt and cilantro 

if desired. 
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Vicky Turner’s PORK & BLACK BEAN CHILI 
1 pound dried black beans, OR 3 cans black beans, drained 

2 poblano chiles 

1-1½ pound section of pork loin 

2 C chopped white onion 

1 red bell pepper, chopped 

2 tbsp chopped garlic 

2 tbsp chili powder 

2 tsp ground cumin 

½ tsp dried oregano, crumbled 

1 28-oz can crushed tomatoes in thick puree 

1 C strong brewed coffee 

½ C chopped cilantro, plus sprigs for garnish 

Lime wedges, for garnish 

1 sliced avocado, for garnish 

1 sliced red onion, for garnish 

If using canned beans, rinse and drain beans in a colander.   

If using dry beans, pick over the beans, rinse and remove 

foreign objects, cover with cold water and bring to a boil. 

Turn off heat and let soak overnight.  Rinse pork and pat 

dry; season with salt and pepper.  Cover half way with wa-

ter.  Cook in a roasting pan at 300° until it pulls apart, ap-

proximately 4 – 6 hours.  Roast chiles over a gas flame or 

broil, turning with metal tongs, until just charred all over.  

Transfer to a bowl and tightly cover with plastic wrap.  Let 

stand at room temperature 15 minutes.  Remove plastic 

wrap and, using paper towels, rub skins off chiles; stem, 

halve and remove seeds.  Discard everything except the 

chili flesh.  Chop.  Transfer shredded pork and liquid to a 

large soup pot or slow cooker.  Add drained beans, onion, 

chiles, bell pepper, garlic, chili powder, cumin, oregano, 

tomatoes and coffee; cook over moderate heat, stirring oc-

casionally.  Add additional liquid if needed.  Stir in cilan-

tro; salt and pepper to taste.  Ladle chili into serving bowls.  

Garnish with cilantro sprigs, lime wedges, avocado, and 

red onion. Makes 8 servings. 

Jon Leidheiser-Stoddard’s VEGETARIAN CHILI 
Jon Leidheiser-Stoddard was the chef for our Second 

Place Chili.  When asked for the recipe, Jon said, 

“Frankly, I never make the same chili, and I didn't meas-

ure ingredients or anything.”  However, he did his best to 

help us reproduce his delicious chili.  Jon says, “I don't 

aim for particularly spicy, but rather hearty, full of protein, 

and I always try and get it just a little sweet. The best part 

of vegetarian chili is not having to deal with excess grease 

when cooking meat!” 

2 16 oz packages of Morningstar Ground Crumbles 

2 cans of pinto beans, rinsed and drained 

1 can of black beans, rinsed and drained 

1 can of white corn, rinsed and drained 

2 cans of mild Rotell's tomatoes and peppers 

1 8 oz can tomato paste 

2 packages of McCormick’s mild chili seasonings 

Dried chopped onion 

Dried minced garlic 

Additional black pepper 

2 spoonfuls of black, unsulphured molasses 

Blue agave 

Ketchup 

Water to maintain consistency while in crock pot 

Sauté the burger crumbles on high in the crock pot until 

browned in a small amount of cooking oil, then add the 

remaining ingredients to the pot, cover, and stir occasion-

ally over a six-hour period. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JANUARY 31, 2017 

   
  

  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge & Plate Contributions     36,576   38,171               1,595  

Other Revenue       4,117     2,352             (1,765)  

Total Operating Revenue     40,693   40,523                (170)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources    32,923   39,885               6,962  

Diocesan Expense      7,417            0             (7,417)  

Other Administrative Expenses      1,896        948                (948)  

Building & Grounds Expenses    11,609     6,016              (5,593)  

Committee Expenses      4,362        785              (3,577)  

Total Operating Expenses    58,207   47,634            (10,573)  

Operating Cash Flow  (17,514)    (7,111)             10,403  

Financial Recap:  
At the end of January, our actual pledge and plate contributions were over budget by $1,600, with our 
total revenues being below budget by $200. In total, our operating expenses were under budget by 
$10,600 which, in combination with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of $7,100.  As a result 
of both the negative cash flow, the non-operating needs during the month,  and the timing of the cash 
flow, we needed $27,100 to cover the deficit.   On the bright side, the church received special gifts from 
several parishioners in 2016 totaling $62,000, which the Vestry has decided to apply to the 2017 
expected deficit.  Therefore, no funds have been needed from our investments.  Again, a big thank you 
for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact and allow us to preserve the funds in our 
investments! 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meetings to explore 

where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the lay ministry 

here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special 

events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 

846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of 

the actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Wednesday, March 1st   12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich 

Thursday, March 2nd    1:30 PM – Pastoral Care Committee, Conference Room 

Sunday, March 5th    10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 

Sunday, March 5th      5:00 PM – Celtic Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, March 6th     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Wednesday, March 8th      7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Monday, March 13th    6:30 PM – Outreach & Social Justice, Conference Room, Wes Clay 

Tuesday, March 14th    4:00 PM – Adult Education Committee, Conference Room, M. Allen 

Wednesday, March 15th     7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, March 15th    7:00 PM – Lay Weeders Annual/Perennial Meeting, Undercroft 

Thursday, March 16th     5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 

Sunday, March 19th    5:00 PM – Evensong, Nave, Sara Seidel 

Monday, March 20th     1:00 PM - Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 

Monday, March 20th    Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Tuesday, March 21st    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 

Wednesday, March 22nd    7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, March 29th     7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Thursday, March 30th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Sunday, April 2nd    5:00 PM - Celtic Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Wednesday, April 5th    12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of February 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children Youth and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

ALL SAINTS FUND DONATIONS 

The following person has recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

 Virginia Trapp     In memory of Martha Anita Jackson 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 

programs or premises. Please consider making a donation! 

If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check 

to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person or event be-

ing memorialized should be included in the memo line. 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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Alice Herman  March 1 

Meredith Dobyns March 3 

Elise Adeyanju March 3 

Margaret Allen March 4 

Tory Hogan  March 4 

Nina Bruns  March 5 

Deniray Mueller March 5 

Jeff Nelson  March 5 

Dick Guy  March 6 

Sara Danke  March 10 

Barbara McVicker March 10 

Mitzie McElhaney March 14 

Amy Beebe  March 14 

Eldon Ronning March 15 

Jeff Rees  March 16 

Mike Austin  March 19 

Kim Rice  March 20 

Kat Dotzauer  March 20 

Edyth Carroll  March 20 

Dee Hileman  March 22 

Gene Burch  March 22 

Jane Geanangel March 22 

Alex Lagusch  March 22 

Charlotte Bystrek March 23 

Michael Haberkorn March 24 

Anna Sylvester March 26 

Mark Broere  March 28 

Georgia Brinegar March 28 

Amelia Lewis  March 29 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to you! 

April First is April Fool’s, but we'll set any foolery 

aside to enjoy a Saturday Supper at the Utters, 194 

Sinsbury Drive N, Worthington 43085. Since it's the 

early bird that gets the worm, we'll enjoy a chicken 

main course with no fooling around. Bring your best 

jokes to share as we enjoy the delectable dishes from 

all our friends. RSVP to miutter@hotmail.com or call 

614.436.7437. 

~ Miriam Utter 

SATURDAY SUPPER APRIL FIRST 

“In October of 1998, Matthew Shepard, a young, gay student at the University of Wyoming in Laramie was 

kidnapped, severely beaten, tied to a fence and left to die in a lonely field under a blanket of stars. Five days 

later, when Matt passed away, the world was watching. Approaching the eve of the 20th anniversary, Craig 

Hella Johnson has responded with his first concert-length work, Considering Matthew Shepard. This three-part 

fusion oratorio speaks with a fresh and bold voice, incorporating a variety of musical styles seamlessly woven 

into a unified whole. Johnson sets a wide range of poetic and soulful texts by poets including Hildegard of 

Bingen, Lesléa Newman, Michael Dennis Browne, and Rumi. Passages from Matt’s personal journal, inter-

views and writings from his parents Judy and Dennis Shepard, newspaper reports and additional texts by John-

son and Browne are poignantly appointed throughout the work.” (taken from conspirare.org)  

The Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati, directed by Johnson, will be performing Considering Matthew 

Shepard on March 4 and 5 at Xavier University in Cincinnati. Ticket information can be found at 

www.vaecinci.org/events. Several members of the choir are planning to attend the March 5 performance; let 

Sara Seidel (SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org) know if you would like to know about possible carpooling op-

portunities. 

~ Sara Seidel 

CONSIDERING MATTHEW SHEPARD ORATORIO IN CINCINNATI 

The Newcomers Committee will host a reception on 

April 30th to welcome our newest members and those 

who are considering joining St. John’s.  It will be held 

immediately following the 11:15 service in Kilbourne 

Hall.  A light lunch will be served.  We hope you will 

take this opportunity to meet other newcomers and 

parishioners and learn more about St. John’s.  If you 

are interested in attending on April 30th, please 

contact Susie Bonnell at 614-438-5259 or 

sjbonnell2011@gmail.com.    

~ Susie Bonnell 

NEWCOMERS RECEPTION ON APRIL 30TH 

mailto:miutter@hotmail.com
http://www.vaecinci.org/events
mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com

