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Facing Our Challenges  

Last month, the Vision Team reported in Crossroads about our current programs, 

ministries and strengths, as well as the mundane but very real shortfall between our 

revenues and expenditures. We believe that we share a collective need to re-imagine 

our future and we asked you to participate in this process by responding to our survey. 
 

The Stewardship Committee has discussed the financial aspects of our challenges at 

length. Their analysis shows we are at a very high level of giving within the 

congregation. Could people give more? Perhaps. But most members are giving as 

much as they can afford to give. Younger members, especially those with children, 

must put their family needs first. Other members may have different family situations 

that also require them to put emphasis above donating to St. John’s. This is also 

perfectly acceptable. While it is important to maintain our Stewardship, asking 

parishioners to increase their level of giving is not the answer to our challenge.   
 

The Vestry has discussed our situation extensively over the past year and does not 

wish to wait until we are faced with an unsolvable dilemma. Instead, Vestry wishes to 

proactively seek a vision of the future that is a true discernment of what the Spirit is 

directing us to do. With this in mind, the Vestry formed the Vision Team in October 

2014.  
 

Since that time, the Vision Team has been meeting 

regularly, often weekly, to discuss all aspects of our 

situation. We reached three conclusions after prayerfully 

considering the challenges we face. 
 

 Our first conclusion was that our issues constitute a 

challenge from the Spirit to maintain and grow our 

faith, congregation and church in an increasingly fast-paced and seemingly 

indifferent world.  

 Our second conclusion was that facing this challenge is not just the responsibility 

of Fr. Philip, or the Vestry, or the Vision Team. It is a challenge, given by the 

Spirit, to every member of our congregation. 

 Our third conclusion was that there is a possibility that many members are not 

completely aware of the seriousness of the situation.   
 

While our financial situation is not yet a siren-blasting emergency, it is a reality and 

one that we need to openly, prayerfully face. The time to discuss it is before it 

becomes an emergency.   
 

This is why we feel so strongly that our financial burden is really a challenge from the 

Spirit.  We have been given enough time to truly put our hearts and minds to the 

following questions:  Why are we here? What is our purpose and direction? Most 

importantly, what is God’s will for us?    
 

While we want to remain aware of the financial issues, we do not want them to be the 

driving reason for what we are doing.   
 

We are at the start of a journey to envision our future.   
 

~ The Vision Team: Amy Beebe, Todd Boler, Fr. Philip College, Lisa Graupmann and Jeff Rees 
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Bob Reber is the 2015 

recipient of The Interfaith/

Multicultural Award 

presented by the 

Spirituality Network and 

the Metropolitan Area 

Church Council. This 

award recognizes an 

individual who creates 

bridges of understanding 

and acceptance between 

different cultures or faiths 

while exemplifying the 

best of his own faith 

tradition or culture. 
 

The awards ceremony was held on April 30th at the 

Harry C. Moores Campus Center at Capital 

University. Congratulations Bob! 

On Wednesday, June 17th, the SDOs will gather at 6 

p.m. at The Whitney House for dinner. The Whitney 

House is about 3 doors south of the church, across 

from the former Worthington Hardware.  Please 

RSVP to Ellen Stukenberg at ewstuke@aol.com. This 

will be the third adventure in dining for this new 

group, which is open to all singles, including 

marrieds whose spouses are homebodies.  Deadline 

for reservations: June 13. 

SINGLES DINING OUT JUNE 17 

A Celtic Worship Service will be 

held on Sunday, June 7, in St. John's 

Atrium at 5 p.m. This service will 

honor the abundance of nature, so 

apparent as the long, warm days of 

June begin and the summer solstice 

approaches. Please join us in this 

celebration of God’s splendid creation. The service 

will be followed by hospitality and conversation. 

Enter by either the east or west Atrium doors from 

4:30 on.  

We have had a wonderful year at The Early Education 

Center and we are pleased that this year we have been 

awarded a 5 Star rating by the State of Ohio Step Up 

To Quality program. The on site visit took two days to 

complete. The inspector reviewed all of our teaching 

methods and interviewed several teachers in depth. 

The questions ranged from how we assess individual 

students and what curriculum we use to how we track 

individual children’s progress. Our teaching staff spent 

many hours preparing for the visit and we were able to 

easily answer all of the detailed questions. Our reputa-

tion as premier preschool program in the area is much 

due to each teacher’s devotion to each and every child 

in the class. They share their love of learning with the 

children so that our little ones take it with them for the 

rest of their educational lives! Now the State of Ohio 

also agrees! 

We continue to have our wonderful reputation precede 

us and have many alumni enroll their children at their 

preschool alma mater. Some have brought in their 

classroom pictures to share with us and many tell sto-

ries of their time here. Most parents are finding us on 

the web (www.sjpreschool.com) but do come in to 

tour and ask questions. We have a few spots available 

for the 2015-2016 year, so if you (or a friend) have an 

interest in touring the school please call us at 614-885-

2315 to schedule an appointment. Our summer hours 

are limited but we will be in contact with you. 

Summer Camp is in full swing and the children are 

having a great time exploring and learning new things.  

We have spots available in our July camp that runs 

from July 20th to the 23rd. We are also preparing for 

fall classes and many of our rooms are full, so if your 

child is not signed up don’t delay! 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director 

CELTIC SERVICE JUNE 7 

EARLY ED NEWS Bob Reber Receives a Living Faith Award 

mailto:ewstuke@aol.com
http://www.sjpreschool.com
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Confirmation Class 2015 
We offer our congratulations to the nine members of St. John’s who were either confirmed or received into the 

Episcopal Church on Saturday, May 16th! The regional service was held at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 

Columbus with our Diocesan Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Thomas Breidenthal, presiding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Names from left to right:  Tony Skunza, Leslie Vetter, LuAnn Ross, Tom Monroe, Mitzie McElhaney, Max Thesing, 

Betty Baker, Meredith Dobyns, Marilee Lowery Bush, Fr. Philip College  

Saturday Supper June 6 
Ellen Stukenberg will host the next Saturday Supper's 

at her home 5955 Sinclair Road, Columbus, on June 6 

starting at 6:30 p.m. She will be putting out the picnic 

table and the lovely lake behind her home will be the 

fun setting. Bring appetizer, salads, vegetable , potato, 

or dessert. E-mail your reservations to Ellen directly 

ewstuke@aol.com or phone her at 885-8522.  
 

No July Saturday Supper event 
 

Saturday Supper August 1 
Please come to Sue Sheets home August 1 at 6:30 

p.m. at 6623 Milbrae Road, Columbus. She will be 

serving Chicken Salad so you should e-mail 

sueshee45@yahoo.com or call 764-1941and let her 

know you will be bringing appetizer, salad, 

vegetables, potato, dessert, wine and make your 

reservations early.  

Once again, St. John’s has been blessed to receive 

some extraordinary monetary gifts. 

In late December, we received an anonymous and 

unrestricted gift of $5,000. 

Then in May, we received a gift of just under $30,000 

from Susie Bonnell. That gift was also unrestricted.   

In late May, we also received another gift of $15,000. 

This gift was also anonymous and unrestricted. 

With recommendations from the Finance Committee, 

the Vestry will make the final decisions on how to 

best use these gifts. 

Please thank God for these anonymous donors, and 

thank Susie Bonnell for her donation. Each and every 

gift that we receive helps us to remain financially 

solvent for a longer period. 

If you are considering making an extraordinary 

financial gift in the near future, the Rector and Vestry 

members encourage you to make this donation sooner 

rather than later. Non-restricted gifts are preferred. 

Please speak to Fr. Philip if you are considering 

making such a gift.   

If you have not already named St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, Worthington, OH in your will, please 

prayerfully consider that option.  

SUMMER SATURDAY SUPPERS GIFTS TO PARISH  

mailto:ewstuke@aol.com
mailto:sueshee45@yahoo.com
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The first step in our journey to discern St. John’s 

future is to survey the members of this parish.  We are 

asking for input from every member of in our 

congregation.  This includes the adults, youth and 

younger children of our congregation. Maggie 

Leidheiser-Stoddard will be coordinating and 

conducting discussions with our young members.  For 

all those over the age of sixteen we ask that you 

complete the written survey by any of the following 

methods (and all responses will be confidential): 
 

 Electronically 

 If we have your email on file you will be 

receiving an email with a link to the survey 

(Survey Monkey is the name of the online 

survey tool we will use.) 

 If we do not have your email (or it is not 

current) please contact the church office 

(insert contact info) and we will send you the 

survey via Survey Monkey 
 

 On paper 

 There is a printed copy of the survey included 

in this month’s Crossroads 

 Printed copies will be also be available on the 

table in the Atrium and at the doors 
 

 One-on-one conversation 

 Reach out to a Vision team member and we 

will set up a time to meet with you.   
 

The survey is, intentionally, not scientific.  We are 

asking guided, yet open ended questions to enable 

each of you to provide heartfelt and prayerful 

responses.  We will be accepting input on the survey 

starting now through June 14.   
 

~ The Vision Team:   Amy Beebe, Todd Boler,  

Fr. Philip College, Lisa Graupmann and Jeff Rees  

Most of us have likely not missed 

the Peace Pole that has stood out-

side the  exterior Chapel door (Rte 

161 side of the church) for many 

years.  The history of how it got 

there is unknown (at least to me) 

but the years have taken their toll 

on it and finally the rotted wood in 

the ground gave way to a recent 

strong wind.  The remains now 

reside in my garage as I voluntered 

to attempt repairs.  Upon closer 

examination repair will not restore 

the wording to an appropriate state 

even with a new wooden pole. 
 

Just what is a Peace Pole?  They 

are products of The World Peace 

Prayer Society with international 

headquarters in Wassiac, New York, although the pro-

ject originated in Japan in 1975.  They consist of a 

4”x4” pole with the pharse “May Peace Prevail On 

Earth” printed around it in English and up to seven 

additional languages. Proceeds from the sale of the 

poles support the activities of The Peace Pole Project.  

For more information you can go to 

www.peacepoleproject.org.   
 

Father Philip has indicated that he would like to con-

tinue to display such a pole in that location of our 

property.  A new pole would be made of white vinyl, 

therefore would be low maintenance and weather-

proof.  With the culturally diverse population of our 

area, it is felt that we should expand the number of 

languages displayed from four to eight. 
 

Such a pole would be 8 feet long (enough for solid 

installation in the ground).  The cost would be $160, 

plus $40 for shipping.  Not being sure where such an 

expense would fit into the budget I am inquiring as to 

whether there is a Committee, or individual(s) that 

would like to contribute towards this $200 expense. 
 

As indicated above, more information can be obtained 

about the project at www.peacepoleproject.org.  You 

can contact Father Philip or me regarding contribution 

toward the cost. 
 

Thank you for consideration of this request. 
 

~ Bill Weatherholt, aka “Mr Peace Pole” 

WE HAD A PEACE POLE? Envisioning Survey  

http://www.peacepoleproject.org/
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The Outreach  and Social Justice Committee at St. 

John's has recently decided to donate all school sup-

plies (Tools for Schools) that are donated by St. John's 

parishioners to The Neighborhood House in Colum-

bus. If you would like to learn more about the great 

services that they provide, please feel free to check 

them out at www.nhicolumbus.org. Here is a picture 

of a mural at The Neighborhood House.  

~ Wes Clay 

“For the beauty of each hour, Of the day and of the 

night,  

Hill and vale and tree and flower, Sun and moon, and 

stars of light…” 

Trees and flowers!  Lay Weeders spent this spring 

pruning trees and planting flowers.  We have a three 

year plan for the multitude of viburnum plants and 

hedges that has already engaged clippers and chain 

saws and added two new willow wood viburnums 

along the east parking lot.  You might try to spot 

them.  While you’re looking, you could search the 

Bible garden for the leaves of the fig tree that survived 

the winter.  Lay Weeders welcome help and new lay 

weeders.  Join in the fun on Saturdays in June (13th 

and 27th) and July (11th and 25th) from 1:00 to 3:00.  

No experience needed. 

“… Lord of all, to thee we raise  

This our hymn of grateful praise.”  Hymn 416 

~ Ellen Stukenberg, 885-8522 

Sunny summer days have finally 

arrived, and our children, youth, 

college students, and teachers are 

happy to be out of school. 

However, the end of the school 

year puts an increased demand 

on the Food Pantries, because 

children who usually receive free 

or reduced price breakfasts and lunches at school will 

be eating at home during the summer and their parents 

may be struggling to feed them. YOU CAN HELP us 

keep the Gladden and Worthington Food Pantries well

-stocked this summer to serve hungry families and 

individuals. If you will miss a Sunday or two due to 

vacation, it would be great if you could bring an extra 

donation to help fill the gap. 

The Worthington Food Pantry will be moving to a 

new address in June. The new location at 6700 

Huntley Rd, just north of Schrock, will provide “great 

visibility to the street, better parking, and more 

efficient space” to serve our hungry neighbors. Dawn 

Malone, the pantry’s development manager, says 

gratefully, “This relocation could not have happened 

without the generous support of your congregation.” 

As your summer garden starts producing great 

veggies, please remember that the Worthington 

Resource Pantry will be VERY happy to take your 

extra tomatoes, peppers, lettuce, etc., as they like to 

include fresh produce in the food orders whenever 

possible. 

June 7 - canned chicken, kleenex 

June 14 - canned diced tomatoes, toothbrushes 

June 21 - canned fruit, toothpaste 

June 28 - boxed pasta, powdered laundry detergent 
 

July 5 - chili with beans, deodorant 

July 12 - tuna, dish detergent 

July 19 - granola bars, pet food 

July 26 - peanut butter, feminine hygiene products  

~ Mary Bailey 

THE FOOD PANTRY 

GARDEN GLORIES 

School Supplies for Neighborhood House 

Changes to Crossroads 

 

Beginning in September, the Crossroads will be 

delivered electronically, and no longer by postal 

service. There will be printed copies available in the 

Atrium for people to pick up if you prefer to read the 

printed version. This will save St. John’s paper, 

printing and postage costs, as well as time. Be sure to 

inform the church office if you or a member of your 

family has a new email address! 

http://www.nhicolumbus.org
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Sunday morning, November 1,  

the Sunday after All Saints Day 

If you wish to be baptized - or if 

you have a child to be baptized, 

please contact Fr. Philip. A 

short baptismal educational ses-

sion is required prior to any 

baptism.    

Baptism 

 

St. John's Fall Conference: 

The Pursuit of Happiness 

Date: October 3, 2015 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Kilbourne Hall 

Main Speaker and interactive sessions, 

box lunch provided. 

Explore your own ideas about happiness! 

~ Nina Bruns 

Pursuit of Happiness Conference Planning Committee 

Motorists Insurance Honorable Mention:  

Male Scholar-Athlete Award: $2,500 
Grade-point average: 4.01 

Sports played: Baseball (4 years), bas-

ketball (4), water polo (4)  

Academic highlights: National Honor 

Society member; scored 30 on ACT 

Athletic highlights: All-state in water 

polo; second-team all-league in base-

ball; honorable mention all-league in 

basketball  

College choice: Ohio Wesleyan (anticipated major: 

business/finance)  

Home front: My dad is John, my mom is Sarah, and I 

have a 15-year-old brother, Owen.  

Prized possession: I have a piece of paper with the 

signatures of the players on the 1957 New York Yan-

kees, including Mickey Mantle, Yogi Berra, Don Lar-

sen and Whitey Ford. My grandfather gave it to me 

when I was little. He was visiting Cleveland and hap-

pened to run into the team at a restaurant while they 

were on a road trip playing the Indians. 

Inspiration: Stephen Gussler, my former baseball 

coach who died of colon cancer a year ago. The way 

he lived his life under his circumstances taught me so 

many life lessons. “ GussStrong” means living your 

life to the fullest and being the best person you can 

be. Life will throw many things at you, but you have 

to be tough and fight your way through everything.  

Where I see myself in 20 years: I see myself having 

a family, and holding a job that relates to business and 

sports. I have a passion for sports and would love to 

have a job that includes sports. I’m not sure what job 

exactly, but there are numerous options.  

 Quick description of myself: Dedicated, competi-

tive, intelligent. 

Words to leave by: “A moment of pain is worth a 

lifetime of glory.” — Pete Zamperini of Unbroken 
 

Find the full article at the Columbus Dispatch web-

site, www.dispatch.com. Search for Brady Roesch. 

REMAINING BAPTISM DATES FOR 2015 

Congrats to St. John's youth  

Brady Roesch! 

COMING THIS FALL! 

Brady Roesch 

Infant David Williams Austin was baptized on Pente-

cost Sunday, May 24th, during the 11:15 a.m. service. 

David is pictured here along with his parents, Mike 

and Beth Austin, and his older sister, Mavis, and older 

brother, Ben. 

Newcomer, Martha Hart, is the grandmother of David 

and mother of Beth.    
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When we hear the word stewardship, we often think of the words money, tithe or generosity. While these asso-

ciations are not wrong, stewardship means much more than simply giving time, talent, and treasure. Steward-

ship is a way of living in which we recognize that everything belongs to God. All resources must be used for 

His glory and the common good. The earth does not belong to us. It is a gift to us! God gave us this gift to live 

on and to care for. 

As I reflected on this, it came to me that the concept of stewardship dates from the beginning of time, when 

God entrusted the earth to Adam and Eve and their offspring. We are all Christian stewards of the earth and the 

spiritual graces have been given to us through Christ's death and Resurrection. We have received not only the 

earth, but also many spiritual riches to be used to advance the kingdom of God. Our Lord expects that we will 

use all for His glory and the salvation of souls.  

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created humankind in his image, in 

the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, 

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 

the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ (Gen. 1:26-28)  
 

Wow! It doesn't get any clearer than that. This passage from Sacred Scripture provides the essential foundation 

for understanding what stewardship means. Imagine, if you will, a world of no violence, no sin, and complete 

tranquility among all people. That's what Adam and Eve had before the Fall. This was the setting within which 

God spoke the words above.  

The entire passage reveals that the stewardship expected of Adam and Eve and all of us have three essential 

characteristics. It is collective; it respects the purpose for which things exist; and it respects the dignity of each 

person.  

"The earth is our mother. Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons and daughters of the earth. This we know. 

All things are connected. Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it. Whatever 

we do to the web we do to ourselves." --Chief Seattle 

~ Donna Hissrich, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALL SAINTS FUND 
The following people have recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

 Virginia Trapp        In memory of Iolene McClaskey 

 Virginia Trapp                  In memory of Mary Cozad 

 Grover Furey                 In memory of Mary Cozad 

 Dona Fleishman           In memory of Charlene Hustek 

 Barbara Brooks            In memory of Charlene Hustek 

 Grover Furey               In memory of George Seidel 

 Grover Furey In memory of Lt. Col. Lawrence Bird 

 Jeffrey and Christine Rees In memory of Lt. Col. Lawrence Bird 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 

programs or premises. If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any 

event, simply write a check to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The 

name of the person or event being memorialized should be included in the memo line. 

HOW CAN I BE A FAITHFUL STEWARD OF GOD'S GIFTS?  

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


 

8 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to the Choir 

Trinity Sunday, May 31, was the choir’s last Sunday service for the summer. The adult choir has faithfully 

provided music at one service or the other (and sometimes both) every Sunday since Labor Day. It has been 

another terrific year with this group of people who work tirelessly to illuminate God’s word with beauty and 

integrity each week. We have had a couple of new singers join the choir in the past year and a couple more re-

turn after extended leaves of absence. The singers have been a continual source of blessing and joy for me dur-

ing our work together this year. The members of the choir sing a choral benediction as their prayer for each 

other at the end of every rehearsal; on Trinity Sunday, the choir offered this same prayer for the congregation: 

The Lord bless you and keep you, 

the Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace, 

the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 

To the choir – Thank you for your exceptional ministry this year! 
 

Summer Music  

Since the choir breaks for the summer, these months are an especially nice time to hear from other musicians 

in the parish. The summer music schedule includes singers and instrumentalists from the congregation, stu-

dents from the Chamber Music Connection summer camps (July 12), and a handchime ensemble from within 

the parish, as well as almost half of the choir members, either as soloists or in small groups. If you are inter-

ested in helping to provide music for worship this summer and have not already talked with me, please do so 

soon! 
 

An Update on Jared Bennet 

Our faithful curly-headed organ intern, Jared Bennett, is still holding down the fort at St. Andrew’s Pickering-

ton, as they continue to search for the right musician. From the original request to fill in “just for Advent”, this 

opportunity has grown into something much bigger for Jared! He will join me here at St. John’s on Sunday, 

July 5, for a rousing rendition of “The Stars and Stripes Forever”, and he promises me that he will return to us 

in the fall. 
 

New Choir Members are Always Welcome! 

The adult choir is eager to welcome new singers for the fall, and we are especially in need of men’s voices. If 

you have any questions, please talk to Sara either after church or by reaching her at the church phone number 

or SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org. If you are interested, but unsure if singing in the choir is a commitment 

you can take on, please consider this an open invitation for an 8-week trial period in the fall.  
 

Choir Schedule, beginning September 3: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 

The Children’s Church crew always 

has fun singing in “Big Church.” 

mailto:SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org
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I love being at St. John’s during the summer months.  Things are quieter, and that means that people hang 

around after worship to spend time together, and we’re all a bit more relaxed and open to the movement of the 

Spirit around us.  I hope that your family will be able to notice the Spirit moving in and through the different 

events here at St. John’s in June and July! 

“Summer Sundays” will meet during the first half of the 9:00 am service every Sunday in June and July.  

This is a slightly less formal version of Children’s Church, where the kids hear and discuss a Bible story and 

then spend a few minutes on the playground (weather permitting).  Kids will return to “Big Church” to sit with 

their families during the Holy Eucharist. 

“Team EpiscoPALS” Vacation Bible School will meet from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on Mondays 

June 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th.  Each session begins with dinner, and kids will learn about some 

of the unique aspects of our Episcopal tradition and explore through games, music, crafts, art, 

and more.  Even if you missed the first session, be sure to join in the VBS fun whenever you 

can, so you can learn why it’s so cool to be an EpiscoPAL! 

The Outreach Committee is hosting a celebration for Partners-In-Ministry-In-Liberia (PIMIL) on Saturday, 

July 11th, from 12:30 to 3:30 pm in Kilbourne Hall.  Families should note that there will be special children’s 

activities offered in the Undercroft after lunch.  Don’t miss it! 

The Youth Group has some long-awaited outings planned for the coming weeks!  On Tuesday, June 16th, 

we’ll leave from the church bright and early to spend a day of fun at King’s Island, and on Sunday, July 19th, 

we’ll take another road trip down to Cincinnati to watch the Reds play the Cleveland Indians.  Watch your 

email for more details on both of these trips.  The Columbus Episcopal Youth Book Club will meet once in 

June and once in July (exact dates TBA), so watch for info on that as well. 

Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies and toddlers meets once a month during the summer.  GIFT 

met on Sunday, June 14th and will meet again on Sundays July 12th and August 9th at 10:20 am in the Nursery.  

All little ones and their grownups are encouraged to attend! 

And last but not least – it’s not too late to join in the fun with other families from St. John’s as we attend 

Family Camp at the Diocese of Southern Ohio’s Procter Center July 8th through 11th.  This is a great chance to 

get out of town and spend time enjoying fun and games and relaxed campfire worship with other families from 

around the Diocese.  If your family wants to be a part of this amazing and wonderful experience for all ages, 

please talk to me! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard, Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

Nineteen energetic Youth Group members and "honorary" youth had 

a blast at Gahanna Lanes on April 24th! 

Children’s & Youth Ministries News 

Katie shows off her bowling skills! 
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When have you felt that God's creation helped you to 

know him? How does the sky serve God? How does 

the robin, the oak, the clover serve God? Do you 

believe that God not only created but also personally 

takes care of all he has made? What responses to God 

are triggered when you meditate on creation? Come 

and share a new awareness of the awesome works of 

our Creator at the Women’s Retreat will be held 

October 9-10. Our theme is “Wisdom of the Earth.” 

Sr. Marguerite Chandler, OP will be the facilitator. 

She is a Dominican Sister of Peace, a certified spiritual 

director and currently on the staff of Shepherd’s 

Corner Ecology Center in Blacklick, OH. She has been 

on the staff of retreat centers and ecology centers in 

OH, MI, IL. This year’s retreat will be held at the 

Transfiguration Spirituality Center in Cincinnati. 
Reservations and money need to be received by 

September 16th. The cost is $72.00, which includes 

breakfast and lunch on Saturday. We order pizza on 

Friday night. Please make your check out to St. John’s 

and write Women’s Retreat on the memo line and give 

to Donna Hissrich. Scholarships are available.  If 

you are interested in carpooling, please let me know. 

For more details contact Donna Hissrich at 614-203-

3562 or email donna.hissrich@gmail.com  

~ Donna Hissrich 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  

St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and the 

situations in which they, their 

loved ones, friends, co-

workers, etc, may find them-

selves.  If you or someone you love or know needs 

prayer support or you would like to join us in 

praying, please call or email me, Jo Pascoe at      

(614) 885-1773 or twopas@aol.com. 

The weather was finally warm when we delivered 

dinner to the homeless and hungry at Trinity Church 

on May 3.  We fed only about 50 people with sloppy 

joes, potato chips, beans, salad, cookies and fruit but 

everything was eaten even though we had prepared 

for more.  Thanks to all who contributed time and 

food:  Melissa Alexander, Donna Bailey, Lily Baklu-

jian-Thomson, Susie Bonnell, Jackie Browning, 

Punky Cline, Cat and Bill Dotzauer, Dick and Judi 

Guy, Alice Herman, Carole Lougheed, Christine Rees, 

Donn Ross, Vicky Turner, Virginia Trapp, and Janet 

Winston. Our next opportunity to serve at Trinity will 

be Sunday, July 5.  As always, your participation is 

welcome and your generosity is appreciated. 

~ Eve Herold - Outreach Committee  

THANKS FOR HELP IN THE GARDEN 

DAO—JEYADEVA MARRIAGE 

Congratulations to Ms. Chenali Jayadeva and Mr. Hoa 

Dao who were married at St. John’s on Friday, May 

22.  They will be residing in East Wenatchee, WA. 

Chenali is the daughter of St. John’s parishioners Jay 

and Chithrani Jayadeva. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT OCTOBER 9-10  

mailto:twopas@aol.com
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The annual fundraising luncheon for the children of Liberia is just a few weeks away!  This event will take 

place at St. John’s on Saturday, July 11 starting at 12:30 with lunch.  The theme is Feeding the Mind, Body 

and Soul (John 21:15).  The goal is to raise $7000 to send Liberia’s children, especially Ebola orphans, school 

next year.  This will be a family event with many activities for adults and children. 

Your Help is needed to make this event a success. 

Put an advertisement or a personal message in the event program.  The deadline is  June 26.  Forms are 

available on the atrium table.   Ad prices and sizes are on the forms.  

Purchase tickets from Vicky Turner in the office: $15 for adults, $5 for children. 

Call Kathy Hall at 888-1933 if you can donate an item to the silent auction.  The auction is the main 

instrument of the fund raiser so be as generous as you can, giving and buying items.   

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to the event! 

Pictures from the 2014 celebration: 

Final Music Series Concert on May 17  

the New World Singers,  

of the Columbus Children’s Choir,  

directed by Jeanne Wolgamuth 

Come One, Come All! Saturday, July 11 

Every three years thousands of delegates from Episcopal 

churches gather to worship, pray, converse and do the 

“business” of the church. This year they will be gathering in 

Salt Lake City from June 24, trough July 3.  

One of the most important aspects of this meeting will be the 

election of a new Presiding Bishop for the Episcopal Church. 

Our current Presiding Bishop, The Most Rev. Dr. Katherine 

Jefferts Shori, has reached the end of her term. Our own di-

ocesan bishop, The Rt. Rev. Thomas Breidenthal, D. Phil., 

has been named one of the four nominees for the next Pre-

siding Bishop.  

Fr. Philip will be out of the office from Friday, June 26 

through Wednesday, July 1 to attend the convention. He will 

also take a couple days of vacation. If you should need emer-

gency pastoral care during this time, please call the church 

office or one of the wardens, Lisa Graupmann or Jonathan 

Johns.  

The Rev. Bruce Smith will be leading worship on Sunday, 

June 28 and Wednesday, July 1.  

FATHER PHILIP TO ATTEND GENERAL CONVENTION 
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Spiritual direction can mean different things to different 

people. Some people understand it to be the art of 

listening carried out in the context of a trusting 

relationship. It is when one person is trained to be a 

competent guide who then “companions” another 

person, listening to that person's life story with an ear 

for the movement of the Holy, of the Divine. 

In May, I graduated as a Spiritual Director (SD) from 

Wellstreams Program of Spiritual Formation and 

Training in the Art of Spiritual Direction. This is a 3 

year program that was very intense. Over the last 3 

years I have learned Dynamics of Transformation, 

Trends in Christian Spirituality, Practices in Prayer, 

Human Development, Personality Type and Spirituality 

in the Adult Life Cycles, Listening Skills, Story 

Listening Narrative Theology, Spiritual Direction, 

Feelings and Emotions, Contemplative Attitude, 

Sexuality and Spirituality, New Cosmology and Eco-

Spirituality, Began Work with Outside Directees, 

Practicum in Companioning, Enneagram and 

Spirituality, Dreams and Spiritual Direction, Scripture 

Reflection in Spiritual Direction, Eco-Spirituality, and 

Group Spiritual Direction. Outside of class, I was 

responsible for seeing 2 directees 1 per month and I 

learned be aware of what was stirred in me while 

listening to their stories. Then taking what was stirred 

to prayer and sometimes to my Spiritual Director. 

I am looking for people to assist in their Spiritual 

Journey. If you are feeling a thirst for Spiritual Growth 

please contact me at: 614-203-3562 or email me at: 

donna.hissrich@gmail.com. There is no charge for the 

initial meeting to see if we are a good match. 

~ Donna Hissrich  

This will be a place where individuals can experience 

what it means to be listened to and loved by others, so 

that they can learn to listen more attentively to God in 

their daily lives and be used by God. The purpose of 

this is to help each participant become more aware of 

God in their lives which leads you to an awakening of 

the soul. During the summer months, we will meet 

once per month in the chapel from 6:30 – 8 p.m. on 

June 23, July 14 and August 18. Beginning Sept 8, we 

will resume to the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 

month. All are welcome. To sign up or for more infor-

mation, please contact Donna Hissrich at 614-203-

3562 or email donna.hissrich@gmail.com.  

It is not too late to sign up for a great preschool 

experience! 

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL DIRECTION? SEEKING GOD TOGETHER  

Parents appreciate the Teachers hard work with a 

monthly breakfast and cute sign.  

This one is from the orange room. 

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Monday, June 1st     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library 

Monday, June 1st     6:30 PM – Outreach & Social Justice Committee, Conference Room 

Thursday, June 4th    7:00 PM – Adult Ed. Movie Night, Kilbourne Hall 

Saturday, June 6th    6:00 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 

Sunday, June 7th     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship, Atrium 

Monday, June 8th    6:00 PM – EpiscoPALS Vacation Bible School Week 1, Atrium 

Tuesday, June 9th    7:00 PM – PIMIL Event Planning Meeting, Kilbourne Hall 

Thursday, June 11th     5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, John Pascoe  

Thursday, June 11th    7:00 PM – Adult Ed. Movie Night, Kilbourne Hall 

Saturday, June 13th     1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot 

Monday, June 15th    6:00 PM – EpiscoPALS Vacation Bible School Week 2, Atrium 

Tuesday, June 16th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Philip College 

Tuesday, June 16th    8:00 AM – Youth Group Trip to King’s Island 

Wednesday, June 17th  10:45 AM - Caregivers Support Group, Conference Room 

Wednesday, June 17th     6:00 PM – Singles Dining Out, Whitney House 

Thursday, June 18th    7:00 PM – Adult Ed. Movie Night, Kilbourne Hall 

Saturday, June 20th    9:00 AM – Worthington Arts Festival, Village Green 

Sunday, June 21st  11:00 AM - Worthington Arts Festival, Village Green 

Monday, June 22nd     6:00 PM – EpiscoPALS Vacation Bible School Week 3, Atrium 

Thursday, June 25th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Saturday, June 27th     1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot 

Monday, June 29th     6:00 PM – EpiscoPALS Vacation Bible School Week 4, Atrium 
 

Friday, July 3rd   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Monday, July 6th     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library 

Tuesday, July 7th    7:00 PM – PIMIL Event Planning Meeting, Kilbourne Hall 

Saturday, July 11th   12:30 PM – PIMIL Fundraiser, Kilbourne Hall 

Saturday, July 11th     1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot 

Wednesday, July 15th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Thursday, July 16th     5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, John Pascoe  

Sunday, July 19th     Time TBA – Youth Group Trip to Reds vs. Indians Game 

Monday, July 20th    7:00 PM – Newcomers Committee Meeting, Conference Room 

Tuesday, July 21st     7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Philip College 

Saturday, July 25th     1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot 

Thursday, July 30th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 
 

Saturday, August 1st    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 

Monday, August 3rd     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of June/July 
 

Sunday   9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

 10:20 AM  Christian Education for Youth and Adults 

 11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/


 

15 

 

Joe Alutto  June 3 

Max Thesing June 3 

Mallory McKinney June 3 

Isabelle Thomas June 4 

MacGregor Thomas June 4 

Fortune Adjanoh June 5 

Amy Marzano June 6 

Donna Somerville June 7 

Eric Coombs June 7 

Jenefer Coombs June 10 

Jeff Morrison June 10 

Kayla Adjanoh June 11 

Brian Hortz June 12 

Reid Langman June 12 

John Ellingwood June 13 

Sheryl Ellcessor June 13 

Fran Gilbert June 14 

Mary Palmer June 14 

Tim Troester June 14 

Hunter McKinney June 14 

June Todd  June 15 

Debbie Tallman June 15 

Jon Johnson June 15 

Christian Thompson June 15 

Lilli Archer June 15 

Janice Whitlatch June 16 

Paul Dettra June 16 

Betsy Warner June 19 

Charlie Warner June 19 

Linda Wyman June 20 

Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard

  June 21 

Colette Martin June 23 

Sonya Thesing June 24 

Aaron College June 24 

Claire Bliss June 24 

Julia Hirata June 25 

Grayson Meyer June 26 

Jim Morrison June 27 

Lauren James June 27 

Carole Lougheed June 28 

Laura Factor June 28 

Allison Periatt June 28 

Cathy O’Toole June 30 

Tom Varney July 1 

Teresa Browning Turner July 1 

Allen Rice July 2 

Bryn Adeyanju July 3 

Peyton Hash July 3 

Owen Sheridan July 3 

Carey Toops July 5 

Tony Skunza July 5 

Jacqueline Hudock July 6 

Charlotte Beebe July 6 

Jennifer Williams July 7 

Brian Daniel July 8 

Abby Flemister July 9 

Beth Peterson July 9 

Carrie Troester July 9 

Joshua Pohl July 10 

Mackenzie Smith July 10 

Jackson Thurman July 10 

Jason Bliss July 11 

Virginia Trapp July 12 

Jackie Browning July 14 

Julie Weatherington-Rice July 14 

Jessica O’Donnell July 14 

Dee Sams July 15 

Megan Greywitt July 15 

June Jenkins July 16 

Rory Thomas July 16 

Gabriella Langman July 16 

Jamie Bowman July 18 

Matthew Webster July 19 

Mairi Wilkins July 20 

Tom Hitch July 21 

Charlie Brinegar July 21 

Donna Federspiel July 22 

Tom Monroe July 23 

Lee Esposito July 24 

Helen Bickell July 25 

Alex Rice July26 

Bill Dickinson July 27 

Cooper Meyer July 27 

Chloe David July 27 

Edward Rice July 28 

Adam Rice July 28 

Sally Gibler July 30 

Linda Weatherholt July 30 

Sean Brinker July 30 

Barbara Brooks July 31 

Susan Sheets July 31 

Jeff LaRue July 31 

June Birthdays 

July Birthdays 
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If you no longer wish to receive Crossroads, 

please call the church office, 614-846-5180, 

or email VickyT@StJohnsWorthington.org. 


