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Newcomers Welcome 

NEWCOMERS WELCOME LUNCHEON 

At St. John’s, Newcomers are special.  Who is a Newcomer?   Someone who has 

worshipped with us… and you are a Newcomer even if you have been attending for 

a while but still haven’t been to one of these casual, tasty light lunches. So, plan to 

take advantage of this opportunity to make some friends and find out what your fel-

low parishioners are involved in.  Please join us on Sunday, January 26 after the 

11:15 service in Kilbourne Hall.  You may respond directly to Susie Bonnell at 

sjbonnell2011@gmail or 614/438-5259.    ~ Susie Bonnell 
 

NEWCOMER ORIENTATION TOURS 

When you travel to a new place, what do you do? In the “old days” you  asked 

someone for directions, got out a map, or went to AAA; now, you probably Google 

the directions or plug the address into your trusty GPS.  At St. John’s we offer a 

personalized GPS – a TOUR which will, in a few minutes, introduce you to places 

you may not have discovered yet– the kitchen, the location of the community din-

ners and pancake suppers, the elevator, or even Kilbourne Hall. Do join us after ei-

ther service on Sunday, January 19th.   We will meet at the back of the church.    

~Susie Bonnell 

BAPTISM DATES FOR 2014 
Fr. Philip offers baptisms on the days specified by the liturgy in 

the Book of Common Prayer. 

The dates for baptisms during 2014 are the following: 

Sunday morning, January 12: The Sunday after the Epiphany, 

the Baptism of Our Lord 

Saturday evening, April 19th, The Great Easter Vigil 

Sunday morning, June 8, Pentecost Sunday 

Sunday morning, November 2, The Sunday after All Saints Day 
 

A baptismal education discussion with the priest is required prior to the baptism.  

Don’t forget about Godparents! Tradition would suggest 3 Godparents – with two 

being of the same gender as the child, and one being of the opposite gender.    

To schedule a baptism, please contact Fr. Philip, 614-846-5180, ext 302, or 

PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE TO BE CLOSED 
The church office will be closed on Tuesday, December 31st and Wednesday, Janu-

ary 1st, in honor of the New Year’s Holiday.   
 

NO WEDNESDAY EUCHARISTI ON JANUARY 1 

The Wednesday Holy Eucharist and Bible Study have been cancelled for Wednes-

day, January 1st, in observance of the holiday. 

mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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ACOLYTE CORNER 

The ministry of serving as an Acolyte is unique in 

many ways. One of the unique aspects of acolyting is 

that children, youth and adults serve equally. In the 

last three months, the Acolyte’s Corner has introduced 

you to some of the younger members of St. John’s 

who serve as Acolytes. For the next three months, we 

will focus on some of our adult Acolytes and learn 

why they serve in this ministry. This month please 

meet Caroline Fraker. 

For as long as I can remember 

I’ve been Episcopalian and at-

tending church services. When 

I was a young girl, the only op-

portunity to participate in the 

service outside of sitting in the 

congregation was to sing in the 

choir. I can remember sitting in 

the choir stall for years watch-

ing by brother Acolyte – know-

ing I was not allowed to be-

cause I was a girl. Fast forward 35 years to a St. 

John’s Women’s Retreat several years ago. In that 

nurturing environment I spilled the beans – a secret 

desire to learn to Acolyte. I am thankful every time I 

serve for the support of my St. John’s Sisters who en-

couraged me to try it despite being nervous. 

Why do I keep Acolyting? Because it allows me to 

participate in our beautiful liturgy in a very intimate 

way. The experience of serving brings not only per-

sonal joy and satisfaction but also a communal fulfill-

ment that few things duplicate. It is this true joy that 

brings me back – even when I make mistakes. Some-

times when I’m asked why I became an Acolyte I tell 

people it is because the Spirit moved me. Well, I think 

He really did.  

~ Caroline Fraker  

JANUARY 5 CELTIC SERVICE:  

A Celtic Worship Service to 

celebrate Epiphany will be held on 

Sunday, January 5, at St. John's 

Worthington. The service will 

begin at 5 P.M. Please come and 

experience the quiet spirituality of 

the Celtic Christian tradition with 

music, meditation, and liturgy emphasizing the unity 

and innate goodness of God's creation. The service is 

led by St. John's parishioners, lasts less than an hour, 

and is followed by hospitality time. If you haven't yet 

attended one of these Celtic services, join us on 

January 5 as we celebrate God's gift of The Light of 

the World. This service will be held in St. John's 

Atrium. The south entrance will be open until 5 p.m. 

Entrance by the atrium doors will be available before 

and during the service.  

~ Eve Herald 

JANUARY 15 CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 

On Wednesday, January 15, , 

Hat O'Toole of St. John's 

Parish has volunteered to 

speak to the group of her ex-

perience as care giver and 

share her expertise as a 

nurse. Join us in the Confer-

ence Room at 10:45 a.m. after the Wednesday morn-

ing liturgy. Please call Nancy Woodson, 890-3044 or 

Kim Basso 261-8100. 

Caroline Fraker 

ADULT EDUCATON SCHEUDULE  

FOR JANUARY, 2014 

All programs begin in Kilbourne Hall at approxi-

mately 10:20 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 

January 5, Teri Foley-Nelson, Walter Bruggemann’s 

video “Embracing the Prophets in Contemporary 

Culture, part 2 

January 12 Tricia Herban: History of American Atti-

tudes Towards Death, part 1 

January 19, Tricia Herban: History of American Atti-

tudes Towards Death, part 2 

January 26, Meet the Candidates Running for Vestry 

and Senior Warden 

~ Dan Collins 

ANNUAL MEETING, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16  
Mark your calendars now!  

On Sunday, February 16th, 

2014, we will hold the 211th 

Annual Meeting of the parish.  

Watch for more details in the 

Sunday announcements and the 

February Crossroads. 
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FRIENDSHIP DINNER CONTINUES TO GROW 

This winter the Friendship Dinner will celebrate its 

fourth birthday.  It is a free monthly spaghetti dinner 

served at St. John’s to the community.  Those first 

few dinners, we had more volunteers show up than 

community members!  We wondered whether there 

really was a need to offer a free meal in Worthington.  

But over time, more and more people came.  We 

started to see “regulars” who would come every 

month, as well as people who came just once or twice.  

Some guests were clearly in need of a meal, while 

others told us they mainly came for the fellowship.  

Typical monthly attendance is now 30-40 people plus 

we often prepare take-home meals for others.  During 

the last year, Worthington United Methodist, All 

Saints Lutheran, and Worthington Presbyterian 

churches began serving community meals so now 

there is a meal offered almost every week.  It has been 

exciting to watch this program grow from a couple of 

guests having a meal once a month to a community-

wide effort to provide dinners regularly.  At the last 

dinner one of the regular attendees, J.K., brought an 

ice cream cake to share for his birthday.  It was a joy 

to celebrate his birthday and to think about how far 

the Friendship Dinner has come as it approaches its 

own “birthday.”  The Friendship Dinner is held the 

last Thursday of every month at 6:30 in the Under-

croft.   

Due to the holidays, the December dinner will be held 

Thurs., Jan. 2. 

~ Dawn Pascoe 

John Pascoe  

wishes J.K. a  

Happy Birthday 

Lisa Graupmann serves up our locally 

famous meatballs 
Friendship Dinner Dec. 5, 2013 

CONFIRMATION 

CLASSES  

TO BEGIN SOON   

What to learn more about 

Christianity and the   

Episcopal Church? 

The 2014 Confirmation 

Class (or An Introduction to the Episcopal Church) 

will begin on Wednesday, February 19th.  This series 

of 8-9 classes will be held on Wednesday evenings 

from 7- 8:30 p.m. Fr. Philip will be leading most of 

the classes. 

If you are new to the Episcopal Church, or if you 

have never been confirmed in the Episcopal Church, 

your participation in these classes is highly sug-

gested. 

Confirmation is a continuation of our baptismal vows 

and is meant to be an adult and public expression of 

our continued desire to be a part of the church as an 

Episcopalian.  

Once you have completed the classes, you may be 

confirmed at the next bishop’s visit which is cur-

rently scheduled for Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2014. 

Former Roman Catholics previously confirmed in the 

Roman Catholic tradition will be received into the 

Episcopal Church. 

Students participating in the class should have com-

pleted the 7th grade at a minimum. 

 If you have further questions, please contact Fr. 

Philip 614-846-5180, ext. 302 or 

PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org. 

A sign-up sheet is located on the information table in 

the atrium.   

mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  
St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and 

the situations in which they, 

their loved ones, friends, co-

workers, etc, may find them-

selves.  

If you or someone you love or know needs prayer sup-

port or you would like to join us in praying, please call 

or email me, Jo Pascoe at (614) 885-1773 or 

twopas@aol.com. 

SATURDAY SUPPER SCHEDULE 2014 

January 4, Duane Fitzpatrick,  6372 Stonebridge St. 

371-2544  duanebear@yahoo.com  

February 1, Miriam and Don Utter,  194 Sinsbury 

Drive N. Worthington,OH    436-7427                    

miutter@hotmail.com  

March 1, Donna and David Hissrich, Kilbourne Hall, 

St. Johns Church   203-3563  

donna.hissrich@gmail.com  

April 5, AVAILABLE  

May 3, Sue Sheets, 6623 Milbrae Road, Colum-

bus,OH  764-1941 sueshee45@yahoo.com  

June 7, Nancy Woodson /Eve Harold,  741 Linncrest 

Drive Westerville,OH   890-3044 

npwoodson@columbus.rr.com 

July 5, Since Vacations and 4th of July parties are 

going on we will not have SATURDAY SUPPER’S 

THIS MONTH 

August 2, Tricia Herban, 120 East Dublin Granville 

Rd. Worthington, OH   505-7498  

mtherban3@gmail.com  

September 6, Diana Vanek  457-5399 

dianavanek@sbcglobal.net    Mary Bailey  854-9907 

mbailey@chemistry.ohio-state.edu  

October 4, Wendy and Bob Reber, 209 Saint Jacques 

St. Worthington,OH   985-5009 

robert.reber1@gmail.com  

November 1, Loretta and Alan Strang, 1071 Cherry-

field Avenue Columbus,OH   846-9315 

loretta.strang@realliving.com  

December 6, Nick and Kim Basso, 101 East Califor-

nia, Columbus,OH   261-8100 

nbasso@columbus.rr.com  

Online Givers – Remember to Update Your 

Pledge Amount! 

If you utilize online giving to pay 

your pledge AND if you in-

creased your pledge for 2014, 

now is the time to go online to 

www.stjohnsworthington.org and click the Online 

Giving link on the right-hand side to update your 

online giving.  Be sure to "Log In" first so you can 

edit your previous pledge to the new amount for 

2014.  (Don't make the mistake I made one year, 

where I instead accidentally added a NEW pledge 

instead of editing the previous one, so I was "giving 

double" for a couple of months!) 

Please note that if you filled out the pledge form 

online AND if you utilize online giving to pay your 

pledge, those two web pages DO NOT talk to each 

other!  If you filled out the pledge form online to in-

dicate an increase (or decrease) in your pledge for 

2014, you ALSO need to click the Online Giving link 

at www.stjohnsworthington.org to update your 

pledge amount for 2014. 

If you are new to online giving, first go online to 

www.stjohnsworthington.org and click the Online 

Giving link on the right-hand side.  Then you can 

view a slide show to walk you through the steps to 

set up your online giving, with options to pay from 

your checking or savings account or using your credit 

card.  For those who prefer making their offering in 

church, packets of pledge envelopes will be available 

on the information table in the atrium.  Thanks to 

everyone for your financial support of St. John's! 

~ Mary Bailey,  

on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

ORDINATIONS IN JANUARY 
Former parishioner, Sarah Kelb, will be ordained a 

priest on Saturday, January 4, 2014 at St. Paul’s Ca-

thedral in Boston. She is currently on staff at the 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Orleans, MA. If you are 

not able to attend, your prayers will be appreciated.  

Former parishioner, Bob Saik, will be ordained a 

priest on Sunday, January 19 at The Church of the 

Transfiguration, Mesa, AZ. Bob and that parish will 

also celebrate their new ministry together on that 

same day!  If you are not able to attend, your prayers 

will be appreciated. 

~ Fr. Philip 

mailto:twopas@aol.com
mailto:duanebear@yahoo.com
mailto:miutter@hotmail.com
mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
mailto:sueshee45@yahoo.com
mailto:npwoodson@columbus.rr.com
mailto:mtherban3@gmail.com
mailto:dianavanek@sbcglobal.net/Mary
mailto:mbailey@chemistry.ohio-state.edu
mailto:robert.reber1@gmail.com
mailto:loretta.strang@realliving.com
mailto:nbasso@columbus.rr.com
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THE FOOD PANTRY 

MANY THANKS to all who con-

tributed food or money to help 

our Gladden and Worthington 

Food Pantries stock their shelves 

and provide Christmas baskets 

last month. Our December contri-

butions reflected the spirit of giving, and a number of 

people collected food at holiday parties and contrib-

uted it to a local pantry. Thank you all for responding 

so generously in November and December to bring 

food to God's hungry people. Hunger, high heating 

bills, and unemployment will continue to plague 

some families and individuals throughout the winter, 

so let's continue our spirit of giving into the New 

Year. Worthington’s Food Pantry reported a 78% in-

crease in visits in 2013, so the need is great.  The 

food and toiletries we bring on Sunday morning go 

right to the shelves of the Gladden and Worthington 

pantries.  But did you know that monetary contribu-

tions can go even further?  A recent newsletter from 

Gladden pointed out that a gift of $50 could provide 

20 food deliveries to disabled residents and home-

bound seniors, while a gift of $100 could feed 50 

families for a week through the Gladden Food Pan-

try.  The website of Worthington Food Pantry invites 

people to become Sustainable Supporters with 

monthly donations: $15 a month can provide a month 

of food for a family of 4, while $50 a month can pro-

vide 1120 meals.  One way to offer thanks for God's 

blessings to us throughout the year is to share with 

others in Jesus's name, whether you share cans of 

food or a monetary donation. Our pantries often have 

a need for non-food stamp items such as toiletries, 

household products, and pet food for their senior citi-

zen clients, so let’s include some of these items along 

with our food contributions in January: 

January 5    peanut butter & shampoo 

            12    baked beans & toothpaste 

            19    chunky soup & deodorant 

            26    canned chicken or tuna & pet food 

~ Mary Bailey 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

To seminarian Juan Perez! Juan was ordained to the 

transitional diaconate in the Diocese of Michigan on 

Saturday, December 14th.  Juan plans to continue at 

Bexley Hall through the spring. God willing he will be 

ordained a priest in the summer of 2014.  

To Deacon Deniray Mueller and her partner Dr. 

Karen Peeler! They were married on Friday, Decem-

ber 13th in New York City. They plan to have a church 

blessing of their relationship here in Columbus during 

May of 2014.  

To seminarian Peter Kang. Peter successfully de-

fended his dissertation in December – thus completing 

all his requirements for his doctoral degree in theology 

from the University of Virginia.  Peter will be com-

pleting seminary at Bexley Hall this spring. 
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 
 

A Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols 

January 5, 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. 

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a traditional ser-

vice of worship celebrating the birth of Jesus. The 

story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Mes-

siah, and the birth of the Christ Child is told in several 

short lessons, interspersed with congregational carols 

and choral anthems. It is traditional to include nine les-

sons, but since our Festival of Lessons and Carols will 

be paired with our celebration of the Eucharist on Sun-

day morning, we will hear five. We have only a couple 

of weeks to sing Christmas carols in church – I hope 

you will join us as we mark all twelve days of Christ-

mas with this special celebration of Christ’s birth! 
 

Choir Schedule: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the 

month), in the Chancel 

The complete 2013-14 Choir Calendar is posted on 

the church website under Worship: Music:           

Adult Choir. 

New choir members are welcomed at any time! 

~ Sara Seidel 

 

FLOURISHING IN FAITH –  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

As we welcome the New 

Year, the Stewardship 

Committee will host the 

Coffee Hour after both 

services on January 5th.  

We want to say THANK 

YOU to all those who 

will be supporting our 

parish in 2014 with their pledges and offerings, as 

well as their time and talent.  Each person has some-

thing to offer, and together we are Flourishing in 

Faith.  Please join us for coffee and goodies on Janu-

ary 5th and say THANK YOU to each other. 
 

Throughout the month of December, we continued to 

receive a trickle of pledge forms.  By mid-December, 

a total of 161 pledges for 2014 had been received, 

totaling $396,094.  Here is a snapshot of those 

pledges, compared to the 2013 pledges: 

        66 increased (41%) 

        22 decreased (14%) 

        56 stayed the same (35%) 

        17 were NEW (11%) 

Our pledges come in all sizes, with an average of 

$2473.  The most popular pledges are $1200 ($100 a 

month) and $2400 ($200 a month).  Other popular 

pledges include $520 ($10 a week), $600 ($50 a 

month), and $3600 ($300 a month).  Every single 

pledge helps support some aspect of our church’s 

ministries, whether it goes toward new church school 

materials, candles and communion wafers, utility 

bills, or the salary of one of our wonderful staff. 
 

The mission and ministries of St. John’s rely on the 

contributions of time, talent, and treasure of every 

member, so that together we may serve God and 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ with each other 

and with the world. If you have not yet filled out a 

pledge form, please pick one up from the table in the 

atrium.  May God bless us and guide us in the New 

Year, and may we all be ready and willing to do the 

work God has given us to do.   

~ Mary Bailey, Stewardship Co-Chair 

Looking ahead… 

There are a couple of other exciting events as part of 

the 2013-14 program year, including… 
 

Sunday, March 2, 3:00 p.m. – The Black Swamp 

Saxophone Quartet (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. – Instrumentalists of      

St. John’s (Music Series concert) 



7 

VESTRY ELECTIONS 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

NEWS 

As it seems always is the case, it has 

been a struggle finding parishioners 

willing to run for the Vestry and 

Warden positions that will be open 

in 2014.  Currently there are six can-

didates for four open Vestry posi-

tions and only one candidate for the 

Sr. Warden position.  We normally like to have a 

minimum of two candidates for every open position.  

It is unfortunate that in a parish the size of St Johns 

there are not more people willing to serve in these 

leadership positions. 

While we are all busy and not everyone wants to be 

involved in the “business of the church,” the Vestry is 

an integral part of the operation of St John’s and Fa-

ther Philip needs the back-up of the Vestry and the 

council of the Wardens to assist in his stewardship of 

the parish.   

There were many people asked to serve.  If you were 

not one of them and would like to serve on Vestry or 

in a Warden’s position please contact Father Philip or 

Bill Weatherholt.  Voting with held on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 2 and Sunday, February 9 and the new members 

will be introduced at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 

February 16, 2014. The “Meet the Candidates Forum” 

will be held during Adult Education Hour on Sunday, 

January 26, 2014. 

Vestry membership and serving as a Warden is a re-

sponsibility but also it is a rewarding and enjoyable 

ministry that all active parishioners should be willing 

to experience.  Please let us know as soon as possible 

if you would like to be considered a candidate for this 

year’s election. 

Bill Weatherholt 

Senior Warden 

Lisa Graupmann 

Family Members:  Single 

Years at St. John’s:  I have been a 

member at St. John’s for about 10 

years. 
 

Professional and Education Information: 

I received a B.A. from Doane College in Crete, Ne-

braska in 1984. 
 

I have been employed by the Ohio Department of 

Medicaid (formerly a part of the Ohio Department of 

Job and Family Services) for 24 years.  I currently 

work in the Managed Care Rate Setting and Fiscal 

Analysis Section within the Office of the Chief Finan-

cial Officer.  Part of my responsibilities are to oversee 

the Medicaid managed care plans fiscal solvency, as-

sist in rate setting, monitor cost reports, financial 

statements, as well as other oversight and research 

responsibilities.  I have also worked as a paralegal. 
 

My current activities at St. John’s include serving on 

the Altar Guild, serving as an Acolyte as well as be-

ing one of the Acolyte Masters, the Newcomer’s 

Committee, the Property Committee, the Finance 

Committee, serving as a Lector and Lay Eucharistic 

Minister and helping with the Fellowship Dinners.  I 

have served on Vestry as the Liaison to the Outreach, 

Newcomer’s, and Worship Committees.  And I have 

served as Junior Warden.  Some of my other activities 

have included the Education for Ministry program, 

Women’s Retreats, working at the St. John’s Colum-

bus dinners, and the CROP walk.  I am also a Novice 

in the Third Order of the Society of St. Francis, a lay 

order in the Episcopal Church. 
 

Vision Statement: 

St. John’s has many opportunities and challenges as 

we move into the future.  St. John’s is a welcoming 

and vibrant faith community with many ways for peo-

ple to live out their Christian calling.  We also con-

tinue to face many challenges, particularly with our 

finances and maintaining our beautiful and historic 

buildings and grounds.  My vision for St. John’s is 

that we will continue to grow and thrive by better in-

tegrating our new and younger members into the life 

of St. John’s.  St. John’s also needs to continue to ad-

dress our financial challenges in an open manner.  St. 

John’s needs to find innovative ways to both honor 

our community’s past and our many members who 

have dedicated many years of service to St. John’s as 

well as grow and minister to our faith family, our 

community and the wider world.  
 

Anna Sylvester 

FAMILY:  Single 
 

EXPERIENCE (Describe your edu-

cation, occupation, experience and 

activities at St. John’s and other par-

ishes.): I was a music librarian in 

academic libraries before I came to Columbus. I am a 

product analyst at OCLC. I have degrees in music and 

library science. I play viola in Central Ohio Sym-

phony. I am a Distinguished Toastmaster. I have been  
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Tricia Herban 

Family  My husband Mat 

(deceased in February, 2013) and 

I have one son, Joe who lives in 

Josephinum Woods with Angela, 

his wife of 10 years, and daugh-

ters Hailey (6) and Kylie (1 ½). 

Joe is a realtor with Prudential 

Plus Realty and is active as an 

agent and in purchasing, rehabbing and renting single-

family residences. Angela is a vice president at 

J.P.Morgan Chase. We look forward to Thursday night 

dinners at my home and I spend several afternoons a 

week, with Hailey after the bus lets her off at 3:15. 

Experience  My profession was that of fund raiser—I 

was a working mom--and I spent 20 years in Colum-

bus with a number of non-profits including WOSU 

and The Columbus Symphony. I retired when we 

moved to Annapolis in 1997. At that time we reno-

vated a house in the Historic District, built in 1860, 

and opened it as a bed and breakfast. We enjoyed that 

life for 7 years and then I became active in the com-

munity. I was a Patient Care Volunteer for Hospice of 

the Chesapeake for 5 years. In addition, I started an 

organization to raise funds for the reinstallation of 

rooms in the William Paca House, the former home of 

one of the Maryland signers of the Declaration of In-

dependence. In that capacity, I organized four house 

tours and a variety of special events. Following that 

involvement, I volunteered as director of public rela-

tions and fund raising for a small equity theatre com-

pany. 

I became an Episcopalian at age 12. As an adult I have  

Anna Sylvester, cont.  

a church chorister since age 5. I grew up in the 

United Methodist church. I was confirmed in the 

Episcopal Church in 1983. A friend invited me to 

sing in the choir in an Episcopal church in Carrollton, 

Georgia and I knew I was home as soon as my first 

service began. 
 

I sang in the choir and served as choir librarian at St. 

Paul’s church in Kansas City, Missouri. I delivered 

Meals on Wheels on Sundays. I sang in the choir at 

St. Mark’s church in Upper Arlington. I also partici-

pated in supper club, two prayer groups and the 

prayer shawl knitting group there. 
 

The Holy Spirit, a creaky voice and our wonderful 

community brought me to St. John’s. I’m singing in 

the choir. I led our Common Ministry effort soon af-

ter I arrived. I’m currently serving on the Steward-

ship Committee, the Newcomers Committee, and 

Vestry. I was a delegate to Diocesan Convention in 

2012.  I’m a B.R.E.A.D. team member. 
 

YEARS AT ST. JOHN’S: 5 
 

VISION FOR ST. JOHN’S  My vision for St. John’s 

to do even more than we do now to be an open, wel-

coming and supportive community. We need to con-

tinue to build our programming for all age groups. I 

would like to continue to grow our music ministry. I 

want us to continue with our outreach program and 

develop our social justice work more fully. 

Amy Beebe 

Jason and I have a 5 year old 

little girl, Charlotte that is the 

light of my life. I was raised in 

the Roman Catholic church in 

Lancaster, OH. I married a cra-

dle Episcopalian and formally 

converted about 8 years ago. 

That is when we started attended 

St John’s. We met at the University of Akron where I 

received a Bachelor’s in Biology. I worked in the 

medical field for many years mostly as a Medical 

Secretary and Research Coordinator for a Neurolo-

gist. I also have a Masters in Counseling from the 

University of Dayton, but I am not currently practic-

ing. Right now, I am a work at home Mommy with 

my own Tupperware business. I love to help people 

whether it is help them with a specific need for our 

products, help them have a fun night out, or help 

them and their family by mentoring them as they start  

Amy Beebe, cont.   

and grow their own Tupperware business.  

Since joining St John’s I have participated in many of 

the wonderful activities offered. I have been part of 

the choir and sung in duets or trios. I have been an 

usher at the 11:30am service, part of the Saints and 

Sinners group, and have crocheted for the Prayer 

Shawl group. I have helped prepare, serve and clean 

up after the meals as part of the Bible School.  

I am not sure what I would call my “vision” for St 

John’s. My hope is that we continue to have the op-

portunity to offer many of our current activities and 

programs, as well as, maybe fill some needs that oth-

ers have expressed like items brought up during the 

letter writing campaign.  
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Tricia Herban, cont.  

served various churches in the following ways: teach-

ing Adult Ed, running stewardship campaigns, baking 

Eucharistic bread, greeting, ushering, organizing and 

staffing coffee hours, singing in the choir. I have 

made a Cursillo and Mat and I were active in Mar-

riage Encounter for several years. While in Annapolis, 

I attended DOCC (Disciples of Christ in Community) 

for 15 weeks at the National Cathedral in Washington 

and then became a member of Daughters of Abraham, 

a book group of women of the three Abrahamic faiths 

sponsored by the National Cathedral. 

Years at St. John’s  Mat and I became pledging 

members of St. John’s in the fall of 2012 soon after 

we moved back from Annapolis to Worthington to be 

closer to our son and his family. During our prior resi-

dence in Columbus, we lived in German Village and 

Clintonville and attended Trinity Church on Court-

house Square. 

Activities at St. John’s  At St. John’s, I am active in 

ROOF and on the Newcomers’ Committee. I assisted 

with the pledge campaign this fall, writing notes and 

speaking at both Sunday services. I also serve on Hos-

pitality and have recently become an usher for the 9 

o’clock service. I love the monthly potlucks and 

hosted one at my house in October. In January I will 

lead the Sunday afternoon Celtic service. 

Personal Statement/Vision  Mat and I felt welcome 

and wanted from our first days of attending St. John’s. 

Last Spring, when Mat died, St. John’s was there for 

me. I will never forget that support and would like to 

be able to offer the same to others, through my new 

church home. I am an “extrovert” who enjoys people. 

One of my personal strengths is writing. Travel, other 

cultures and cuisines, the fine arts and history are 

among my interests. My vision for St. John’s is that of 

a vibrant, inclusive, loving congregation active among 

its members and within the larger community. I ad-

mire the commitment of the members to this goal and 

I would be pleased to serve in any capacity that would 

help St. John’s to flourish and grow. 

Tricia 

Terri Mathews 

My work has been primarily as 

an accountant. Currently, I am 

working for Alvis House in 

their Business Office.  My col-

lege education includes a B.A. 

from Walsh University and a 

M.B.A. in International Busi-

ness from Franklin Univer-

sity.   Presently, a resident of Worthington, Ohio but 

originally from Akron, Ohio.  I have been a member 

of St. John’s Church since 1998.  During the time I 

have been a member I have been involved with Hos-

pitality, Sunday School, Children’s church, Lay 

reader, Stephen Minister and most recently Ves-

try.  My most important hat I wear and truly the most 

challenging is as a single mother of two children. 

Dawn Pascoe  
 

Family: I am married to John Pas-

coe and we have two children, 

Juliana (13) and Ian (11). 
 

Experience: I work at a non-profit 

called the Children’s Defense Fund-

Ohio where I am the project man-

ager for KIDS COUNT, a national 

initiative to collect and disseminate data on children’s 

well-being.  I have also worked at a poverty research 

center at OSU, spent several years in the Registrar’s 

Office, and stayed home with our kids for awhile.  

I’ve been involved in various professional organiza-

tions and planning committees throughout my career.  

I completed a Ph.D. in educational research this past 

summer. 
 

Years at St. Johns: I have attended St. John’s since I 

moved to Columbus in 1992.  I was baptized as an 

adult, confirmed, and married at St. John’s. 
 

Activities at St. Johns: Friendship Dinner, Sunday 

School and Vacation Bible School teacher, lector and 

lay eucharistic minister, and “worker bee” at events 

throughout the year.  I had the privilege of going on a 

work trip to El Hogar in Honduras and our family 

sponsors two children there.  I served on flower guild 

for many years. 
 

Vision: My vision is for everyone who attends St. 

John’s to try something new at church.  We all lead 

busy lives, but few things are as important as taking 

the time to build our relationships with God and with  
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Dawn Pascoe, cont.  

each other.  Trying something new does not have to 

involve a big time commitment-- take communion to 

a shut-in, attend the Celtic service for the first time, 

stuff envelopes, or lend a helping hand to clean up 

after an event.  All of these things provide the chance 

for fellowship and spiritual growth.  In addition, I 

hope for St. John’s to be a place where people make a 

conscious effort to reach out and include others who 

may need a little encouragement. 

Linda Weatherholt 

Although I was raised in the 

Methodist and Presbyterian 

Church, I was confirmed an 

Episcopalian following col-

lege due to the inspiration of 

a roommate.  My upbringing 

was church centered with 

our family all actively in-

volved in church duties and 

activities.  This history has 

had great influence on how I view my relationship 

with God and the responsibilities I have to the Church 

as a Christian. 

My husband, Bill, and I have lived in Columbus for 

21 years.  We became members at St. John’s in 1996.  

When deciding upon a church in Columbus, we were 

drawn to St. John’s for the following reasons: the con-

servative nature of the service, the historical building, 

the location, a 7:45 service, the acceptance of us as 

new members and Father Don Peterson.  We have two 

grown daughters, both married at St. John’s, who live 

very near us. 

I am recently retired from a career with Mount Carmel 

Health.  I have always been fortunate to love and have 

passion for my work.  Spending my career dealing 

with human behavior, I have found the most valuable 

gift I have been given is the gift to “listen”.  In spite of 

the ability to quietly listen, I see myself as a “get-it-

done” person.  I am actively involved a variety of mis-

sions at St. John’s such as, Property Committee, Ush-

ering, Greeting, Lay Reading, Flower Guild, Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Supper and Bible School. 

My vision, if you will, for St. John’s is that we will 

continue to be an open and accepting church.  We will 

continue to minister to those in need (both in our par-

ish and outside) by involving more active parishion-

ers.  We all do not need to be leaders.  I feel that  

Linda Weatherholt, cont.  

commitment comes through involvement.  With in-

volvement, relationships are formed which is a corner-

stone of commitment.  I believe there are many who 

would be willing to assist in a project; they are only 

waiting to be asked.  St. John’s is a wonderful Chris-

tian body with many who minister in their own quiet, 

unnoticed way.  I truly believe I am called to the roles 

I play at St. John’s; it is what I am supposed to do. 
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David, Kayla, and Addie the Advent Penguin show 

their best behavior in Children's Church. 

Mr. Jared helps us learn our special anthem for the  

Christmas Eve Pageant.  

Attention parents, grandparents, and anyone who en-

joys spending time with kids and youth!  Mark your 

calendars for a meeting of the  

Children’s & Youth Ministries Committee on 

Monday, February 3rd, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.  We’ll 

be laying out plans for the rest of 2014, and your 

ideas and input are needed!  All are welcome, and 

child care will be provided.   

Talk to Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard or  

Ann Badger if you have any questions! 

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH MINISTRIES NEWS 

Happy New Year everyone!  I’m so excited to begin a 

new year of learning and fun with the kids and youth of 

St. John’s, and I hope you are too!  Now is the perfect 

time to make a commitment to your children’s spiritual 

development by attending church regularly and partici-

pating in the various opportunities for worship, educa-

tion, and Christian fellowship here at St. John’s. 

Children’s Church will meet during the 9:00 am wor-

ship service every Sunday this month except Sunday 

January 5th.  On the 5th, there will be a Service of Les-

sons and Carols at both worship services, and children 

will stay in “big church” with their families to enjoy 

the special readings and music.  Sunday School classes 

for preschoolers through 5th graders will meet every 

Sunday from 10:20 to 11:00 am.  Jr. High Hangout 

(for 6th through 8th graders) and Sr. High Coffee Hour 

(for 9th through 12th graders) will meet on January 5th 

and 12th, and the combined Youth Education class (for 

6th through 12th graders) will meet on the 19th and 26th.  

Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies and 

toddlers will meet at 10:20 am in the Nursery on Janu-

ary 5th and 19th. 

The Youth Group has some fun activities coming up 

this month.  On January 5th we’ll go out to lunch to-

gether and see “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” at 

Easton.  On the 12th, we’ll do lunch and then spend 

some time volunteering with our furry friends at the 

Ohio House Rabbit Adoption Center.  And on Saturday 

January 18th, we’ll attend the WinterJam concert at the 

Schottenstein Center and have a sleepover in the Car-

riage House (and maybe attend church in our pajamas 

the next morning, depending on what time we get up). 

Visitors and friends are always welcome at these events 

for children and youth.  Please let me know if you have 

any questions about anything.  I hope to see your fam-

ily at St. John’s this month! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard, Coordinator of Children’s 

& Youth Ministries (MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 
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STEWARDING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS 

Even though you are 

reading this in January 

after the busy holiday 

season has wound down 

and  the so called “dark 

days” of winter are ahead 

of us, I’m actually writ-

ing this at the beginning 

of my Christmas vaca-

tion.  I feel warm and 

relaxed drinking coffee 

as my cat, Alexander, sits 

on my desk “assisting” 

me in his usual fashion when I work at the computer.  

He likes to be included.  

This has made me think of the fact that Jesus did not 

come into the world on that first Christmas for an ex-

clusive group.  In fact, he derided any one who de-

clared themselves exclusive.  He was, most directly, 

inclusive.  He accepted sinners, prostitutes, tax col-

lectors and a myriad of “undesirables”. He accepted 

all of these people with love.  He accepted the man 

crucified with Him and showed compassion.  Even at 

a time when He Himself was suffering intensely, He 

still took the time to give love to someone in need of 

receiving it.   

It is easy today to become immediately caught up in 

the flurry of life right after Christmas.  We are deliv-

ering the kids to winter sporting activities;  taking 

mid- year exams; dealing with work responsibilities; 

seeing all the negative aspects of life reported and re-

reported 182 times each day on many forms of instant 

media.  Stores are filling up with Valentines and all 

Christmas items are on “final reduction”.  With all of 

this, we can lose sight of the glorious season we have 

just experienced.   

During Christmas, we reach out to others, just like 

Jesus taught us to do – just like He did.  Our tree in 

the atrium was piled high with gifts for those less 

fortunate than ourselves.  We paused to spend time 

with those close to us.  We smiled a little more freely 

at those we passed in the street.  We took the time to 

love one another.  There was a light about us, much 

like the light that came forth from a stable two thou-

sand years ago.   

We need not lose that light.  Winter need not be dark.   

In fact, I often find winter to be a time where I can 

quietly reflect on my life.  It is easy to slip into think-

ing about what could be better in our lives.  Maybe 

you are not satisfied with your job, or you are exist-

ing in a state of personal discord, leaving little desire 

for inner reflection.  Maybe you have concerns about 

the health of family members or difficulties faced by 

friends.  Maybe, you are satisfied with your life.  

You feel contentment and are happy.  In any case, 

I’m fairly positive that we have all found ourselves 

in each of these states at some point during our lives. 

For some of these states of mind, or perhaps all of 

them, it is easy to feel alone, even when one is 

around people. 

Alexander has, just now, with great stealth (at least 

in his furry little mind), migrated from the desk to 

my lap and is now purring softly and kneading gen-

tly.  Apparently, just sitting with me was not quite as 

fulfilling for him.  Perhaps, he simply wanted to af-

firm that I was indeed aware of his presence and 

(with a little ear scratching) be reassured. 

Reassurance is a need very familiar to us from child-

hood and all of us, young and old, DO continue to 

seek it out.  As we go into another new year at St. 

John’s, let us be good stewards and keep the light of 

Christmas burning brightly during the dark of winter 

with those close to us and for those we have yet to 

meet.  Let us provide the reassurance that the Christ-

mas love God demonstrated by sending us his Son, is 

present here at St. John’s throughout the entire year.   

Todd Boler 

Chair, Human Resource Committee 

Member, Stewardship Committee 
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SAINTS AND SINNER  

NIGHT OUT ON THE TOWN  
The Saints and sinners group had a successful Christ-

mas luncheon last month. Pizza was served, the kids 

played, and everyone enjoyed the fellowship of the 

young adults from St. John's. We also collected sup-

plies for the Capital Area Humane Society, kindly 

delivered by John and Elizabeth Schultz. 

This month, the Saints and Sinners are getting to-

gether at The Wine Bistro in Clintonville for some 

drinks, good food, and good company.  

The Wine Bistro is located at 4416 N High St. Co-

lumbus, OH 43214. We will meet there on Saturday, 

January 18th, at 7 PM. Please RSVP to saintsandsin-

nersgroup@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!  

Coey Podraza Jan. 2  

Carol Radkiewicz Jan. 3 

Elizabeth Lilly  Jan. 4 

David Talbot Jan. 5 

Rich Rastetter  Jan. 6 

Patricia VanGundy Jan. 6 

Wendy Brinker Jan. 6 

Robert Tobin Jan. 9 

Todd Anderson Jan. 11 

Nneoma Anaba Jan. 11 

Foster Meyer Jan. 11 

Shari Schwartz  Jan. 12 

Barb Rogers Jan. 12 

Miriam Utter  Jan. 13 

Juliana Pascoe  Jan. 14 

Dolores Lease  Jan. 16 

Ellen Hitch  Jan. 17 

Bill Churchill  Jan. 17 

Myla Demko Jan. 17 

Sandy Disantis Jan. 20 

Calder Nemeth Jan. 20 

Dan Garro Jan. 21 

James Langman Jan. 22 

John Mamone Jan. 22 

Fran Compton  Jan. 23 

Marley Nemeth Jan. 24 

Nancy Weimer Jan. 25 

Olive O’Dorisio Jan. 25 

Nadine Wise Jan. 26 

Jordan Lothes Jan. 26 

Nancy Woodson Jan. 27 

Lorey Roggenkamp  Jan. 27 

Leslie Heckert Jan. 28 

Dick Martin   Jan. 30 

Zoe Look Jan. 31 

mailto:saintsandsinnersgroup@gmail.com
mailto:saintsandsinnersgroup@gmail.com
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Wednesday, January 1st  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED – HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Thursday, January 2nd   6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 

Saturday, January 4th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, January 5th     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold, 846-3736 

Monday, January 6th    1:30 PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday, January 7th    7:00 PM – Newcomer’s Committee, Conference Room, Susie Bonnell 

Tuesday, January 14th    2:00 PM – Liberian Delegation Meeting, Conference Room, Abby Flemister 

Wednesday, January 15th  10:45 AM – Caregivers Support Group, Conference Room, Nancy Woodson 

Thursday, January 16th    5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, Chip Lothes, 560-4912 

 Saturday, January 18th    7:00 PM - Saints & Sinners Event, Off Campus 

Monday, January 20th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Tuesday, January 21st     7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music & Movement Room, Philip College 

Sunday, January 26th  12:30 PM – Newcomer’s Luncheon, Kilbourne Hall 

Thursday, January 30th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 

Saturday, February 1st     6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, February 2nd  VESTRY ELECTIONS BEFORE & AFTER EACH SERVICE: Atrium 

Sunday, February 2nd     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold, 846-3736 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of JANUARY 
 

Sunday 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Monday 

 7:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 268, Undercroft 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

1:30 PM ROOF Study Group- 1st & 3rd Thursdays, Conference Room 

7:00 PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

ALL SAINTS FUND DONATIONS 
By anonymous In thanksgiving for the life of Judy Bodnar 

By Tom and Rebecca Harmon In Celebration of the second birthday of their grandson, Meyer 

By Tom and Rebecca Harmon In celebration of the marriage and blessing of  

 Philip College and Edward Lasseigne    
 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s programs or premises. 

If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check to St. John’s Episcopal 

Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund”. The name of the person or event being memorialized should be included in the 

memo line.    
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