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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

December 21, 2014 -The Fourth Sunday of Advent    

9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. – services as usual  

Nativity Scene on the Village Green 7 p.m. till 9 p.m.  (see 

CROSSROADS article, page 2) 
 

December 24, 2014 – Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m. Children’s Pageant with Holy Eucharist 

7:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with sermon, organ and hymns 

9:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon, choir and organ, incense 

will be used  
 

December 25, 2014 – Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, with organ and hymns, no homily 
 

December 28, 2014 – The First Sunday after Christmas Day 

9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. – services as usual  

No Sunday Adult Forum or Children’s Christian Education 
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CAREGIVERS SUPPORT MEETING 

Our December 17th meeting will 

be a discussion of our personal 

ways of coping with our situation 

as caregivers or those grieving the 

loss of a loved one. Everyone is 

invited to bring inspirational 

prayers, poems, readings, names of helpful books or 

activities that help you when at your lowest. This 

informal and confidential sharing will hopefully help 

all of us through difficult times. The holidays, as you 

know, can be acutely difficult. Meetings are held in 

the Conference Room beginning at 10:45 a.m. 

immediately after the Wednesday morning liturgy. 

Questions? Call: Nina Bruns--882-9032,  

Kim Basso--261-8100, Nancy Woodson--890-3044 

or Alex Lagusch--888-7809. 

HOLIDAY OFFICE SCHEDULE 

During the holidays, the church offices will be 

closed on the following dates: 

December 24, Christmas Eve, Wednesday 

December 25, Christmas Day, Thursday 

December 26, the Day after Christmas, Friday  

January 1, New Year’s Day, Thursday  

January 2, Friday  

MEMBERS OF ST JOHNS TO PARTICIPATE 

IN NATIVITY SCENE  

Our friends and neighbors at All Saints Lutheran 

Church in Worthington are planning an ecumenical 

“Nativity Scene” on the Village Green from 

December 19 - 27.  

St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, Powell and St. 

John’s Episcopal Church, Worthington have already 

agreed to participate along with All Saints. Other 

congregations have been invited to participate as well. 

St. John’s will be responsible for the Nativity Scene 

on Sunday evening, December 21st from 7 – 9 p.m. 

We will offer a prayer, some Christmas Carols and 

read the nativity story.  

Watch for more details in the Sunday announcements! 

Speak to Fr. Philip if you are willing to assist in any 

way!  This could be a fun family, parish and 

community event. 

ROOF (Reflections on our Faith) Book Study  

We will begin a new book on Thursday, Dec 4 at 

1:30 in the Conference Room.  Trish Herban will 

lead the discussion of  Invisible Acts of Power: 

Channeling Grace in Your Everyday Life by Carolyn 

Myss.  There was much interest in the book after 

Trish spoke about it to Adult Ed on Sunday, Nov 9.  

Read the first two chapters for our initial discussion. 

~ Eve Herold 

CELTIC SERVICE WITH COMMUNION, DEC 7 

Come and welcome the Advent Season 

with the Celtic Circle.  At 5 pm on 

Sunday, Dec 7, join  us in the atrium 

for a worship experience of quiet spiri-

tuality in the Celtic Christian tradition 

with music, meditation, and a liturgy 

based on the Iona Abbey Worship tradition.  Father 

Philip will celebrate communion with us and Celtic 

Brother and seminary student, Paul Castelli, will lead 

the service.  You may enter through either the west or 

east atrium doors starting at 4:30 pm. 

~ Eve Herold for the Celtic Fellowship 
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THROW A LIFE LINE TO THE HOMELESS 

On, Nov 30, the first Sunday in Advent, we will begin 

collecting items for The Lifeboat Project. The Lifeboat 

Project is managed by Lee Ann Reat, Rector of  St. 

John's Columbus, to support the homeless men of 

Franklinton and surrounding areas by providing only 

items essential to their survival outside during the 

winter. This year there will be tags on the Christmas 

tree for the following items: warm socks, bed-sized 

blankets (no lap blankets, please), heavy-duty water-

proof gloves, knit hats, and sleeping bags.  There will 

also be tags for a $60 contribution (or whatever is 

affordable) for boots which are purchased at a 

discount. The process is simple; remove a tag, 

purchase the needed item, and place it unwrapped 

under the Christmas tree. Return the tag to the tree for 

someone else. We will be collecting items throughout 

the entire month of December, so you can take 

advantage of after-Christmas sales. Or Black Friday 

sales, the day after Thanksgiving. Checks for boots 

should be mailed to St. John's Episcopal Church, 1003 

W. Town St, Columbus, OH 43222; put Lifeboat 

Project in the memo line.  

~ Eve Herold  for The Outreach Committee 

ADULT FORUMS 

Dec. 7 “What I’ve been Reading: The American 

Revolution of 1800” 

Don Utter will discuss his friend Dan Sisson’s The 

American Revolution of 1800: How Jefferson Rescued 

Democracy from Tyranny and Factions—and What 

This Means Today. 

Dec. 14 “The Story of the Other Wise Man” 

The Sunday Morning Players will present a dramatic 

reading of Henry van Dyke’s moving Christmas tale 

about Artaban, the wise man who couldn’t find Christ 

the King to offer Him his gifts—or could he?  

Dec. 21 “Advent Meditations” 

Join us to share in a contemplative program of music, 

poetry, and images dedicated to the Incarnation of 

God the Son. 

Dec. 28 No Adult Education Forum 

Attention Parents &  
Grandparents: Pageant News 
It may be hard to believe, 

but the annual Christmas 

Eve Children’s Pageant is 

just around the corner!  

Our as-yet-untitled 

Pageant will involve kids, 

youth, and adults of all 

ages in hearing and 

responding creatively to 

the story of Jesus’s birth. 

Here are the important dates and times: 

Mandatory Rehearsal – Saturday, Dec. 20th from 

10:30 am to 1:30 pm (lunch included) 

Pageant – Wednesday, Dec. 24th during the 4:00 

pm worship service (participants arrive at 3:15 pm) 

And here’s the plan: 

Kids in kindergarten and younger will be an 

interactive “visible audience” for this pageant, 

which means they will sit up front, along with some 

strategically placed youth and adult “shepherds,” 

and experience the Nativity story without pressure to 

perform.  Older children will serve as readers, 

responders, and stage crew.  Readers will read 

portions of the nativity story from Scripture, and 

after each portion an older child or youth will offer a 

creative response through dance, poetry, song, art, et 

cetera.  This is where your child’s particular gift, 

interest, or talent can shine.  All different kinds of 

responses can be included – so talk with your child

(ren) and get creative!  Non-traditional contributions 

are welcome, so if your child wants to show off a 

manger built out of Legos, or do a cheer routine 

dedicated to baby Jesus, or anything else that seems 

a little “off the wall,” no problem!  In between the 

Scripture readings and creative responses, the 

“visible audience” of younger children will offer 

their own thoughts and responses with the prompting 

of some simple discussion questions from their 

youth and adult “shepherds.” 

If you haven’t already spoken with me about how 

your child would like to participate, please talk it 

over with your kid(s) and then contact me as soon as 

possible.  I am currently putting together the entire 

pageant roster and planning the order of the readings 

and responses.  Sara Seidel and I look forward to 

creating this exciting Nativity celebration with you! 

Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard,  

Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 
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TOM HITCH RETIRES  

FROM USHERING! 

Tom Hitch, who has served as an 

usher here at St. John’s for more 

than 35 years, has retired. For the 

past several years, he has also co-

ordinated the scheduling of the 

ushers for the 9 a.m. service. 

Thank you, Tom, for your service 

to St. John’s! 

VESTRY ELECTIONS 

The elections for new Vestry members and  Junior 

Warden will be held for two weeks prior to the 

annual meeting, beginning Sunday, January 25. 

NEW CHAIR OF ADULT EDUCATION 

Margaret Allen has volunteered to 

be the new Chair of the Adult 

Education Committee effective 

immediately. Thank you, 

Margaret. 

As Chair of the committee, 

Margaret will work with others to 

lead and organize the Sunday 

Adult Forums, the Parish Library, 

the Men’s and Women’s Annual 

Retreats, Reflecting on our Faith 

(ROOF) – the adult book group. In the next year we 

also hope to begin a Speaker Series of well know 

theologians, Christian writers or preachers. 

Dan Collins will continue to organize and coordinate 

the Sunday Adult Forums! Thank you Dan!    

GUEST PREACHER 

DECEMBER 21st 

The Rev. Rose Ann Lonsway, 

who was a member of St. John’s 

prior to her ordination, will be our 

guest preacher at both services on 

Sunday, December 21, the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent. 

Mother Rose Ann is currently 

doing a residency at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 

Delaware, Ohio. She resides in Worthington.  

THANKS FOR SPECIAL HELP  

IN THE GARDEN 

A special thank you to our servers on Sunday, Nov 2 

at Trinity: Jon and Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard and 

the youth including Alanah and Nevaeh Spencer,  

Lilly Matthews, Juliana Pascoe, Owen Roesch, and 

Sophia Starkie.  The kids did an amazing job of 

preparing food, serving, and even cleaning up!  

Thanks also to chili cookers Christine Rees and Dick 

and Judi Guy, who were also on hand to serve, as 

well as Ginny Ronning and Melissa Alexander.  And 

of course to the faithful bringers of side dishes: Lily 

Balukjian, Susie Bonnell, Punky Cline, Sheryl 

Ellcessor, Ellen Hitch, Mitzi McElhaney, Kim Rice, 

Clare Simmonds, Virginia Trapp, and Diane Vanek.  

If you only knew how happy the people who eat our 

food are when St. John's Worthington is their host!  

Our next opportunity to serve at Trinity will be 

Sunday, January 4, 2015.  As always, your 

participation is welcome and your generosity is 

appreciated. 

~ Eve Herold - Outreach Committee  

ONLINE GIVING IS GREAT FOR  

YEAR-END GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 

In the course of year-end tax planning, you may find 

yourself considering special one-time donations. 

Online giving makes this possible even in the final 

weeks of the year. As you contemplate year-end 

gifts, please keep St. John’s in mind. We welcome 

your gifts through the Online Giving link in the 

bottom right-hand corner of the St. John’s website at 

www.stjohnsworthington.org. The link will redirect 

you to a secure website that provides options of 

paying directly from your checking or savings 

account or from any major credit card. You can 

proceed directly to the online giving page, or you can 

first view a slideshow to familiarize you with how to 

set up your online giving. You can enter a one-time 

or recurring gift to support normal operations 

(General Pledge) or mortgage reduction and major 

property repairs (Ministry Pledge), or you may wish 

to make a special gift to the Rector's Discretionary 

Fund or the All Saints fund to honor a special person 

or event in your life. 

~ Mary Bailey,  

on behalf of the Stewardship Committee  

The Rev. Rose Ann 

Lonsway 

Margaret Allen 

Tom Hitch 

https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=D6E2KRLlj0qNw7Oz1OPCPEQAUQjk0tEIQv-lcX1sn-v2tNXhIw4H1NhCuWxoaNeoL7ypdrrgl5g.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stjohnsworthington.org
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TWELVE STEP GROUPS AT ST. JOHN’S 
St. John’s Church provides meeting space for the following 12 step programs to meet. If you or someone you 

know would like more information, please contact either Vicky Turner in the Church Office at 846-5180 or 

AA of Central Ohio at 253-8501 or www.AACentral Ohio.org. 
 

  AA    Wednesday 8:30 PM  Township Hall 

  AA    Tuesday  7:00 PM  Carriage House 

  Al Anon   Monday 7:00 PM  Carriage House 

  Couples in Recovery  Sunday 7:00 PM  Township Hall 

  Food Addicts in Recovery Saturday 10:00 AM  Carriage House 

  Women’s AA   Saturday 8:00 AM  Township Hall 

  Re-Entry AA   Tuesday 7:30 PM  Township Hall 

  Step by Step AA  Thursday 8:00 PM  Township Hall 

  Teen Choice Ala-Teen Saturday 10:00 AM  Carriage House 

  Women’s Choice Al-Anon Saturday 10:00 AM  Township Hall 

THE FOOD PANTRY 
During Advent we prepare ourselves to receive God's miraculous gift to us, His Son Jesus, 

whom He sent to dwell among us and bring us salvation and eternal life.  One way we 

respond to God's great gift is by giving gifts to others and serving as Christ's eyes and 

hands and feet in the world.  We may find our hearts so full of thanks and joy and love, 

that some spills over to be shared with others.  I hope some joyful sharing will be reflected 

in our December contributions to our two Food Pantries. As we make room in our hearts 

for Jesus, let us also make room for those of God's children who need a helping hand at Christmas.  When we 

share our gifts, we are building God's kingdom.  

 This Advent, please consider augmenting your regular Food Pantry donations with an extra "Christmas 

Dinner" donation each week.  Both the Worthington Food Pantry and Gladden Community House will 

prepare Christmas dinner baskets for selected families, and the number of Christmas baskets needed is likely to 

exceed 500. YOU CAN HELP make these baskets possible with your contributions of canned fruit, canned 

corn, green beans, sweet potatoes, stuffing mix, spices (sage, nutmeg, thyme),  gravy, chicken broth, cornbread 

or hot roll mix, cranberry sauce, canned pumpkin or other pie filling, evaporated milk, pie crust mix or pie 

shells, nuts, mashed potato mix, gingerbread mix, Christmas cookies or candy.  Even things like turkey 

cooking bags, aluminum foil, and freezer bags are helpful. 

 If you will be hosting a party during the holidays, consider inviting your guests to bring a Food Pantry 

donation to the party. 

 A turkey or ham and some perishable items will need to be purchased for each of the Christmas baskets, so 

MONETARY DONATIONS are also gratefully received and wisely spent. Every dollar donated can result in 

$10 worth of groceries.  Please make your check payable to the pantry of your choice, "Worthington Healthy 

Coalition, Inc" - with Food Pantry on the memo line - or "Gladden Food Pantry," and place it in the offering 

plate or mail a check directly to Worthington Healthy Coalition, Inc, PO Box 190, Worthington OH 43085 or 

Gladden Food Pantry, 318 S. Glenwood Ave, Columbus OH 43223.  

 Fresh fruit or vegetables such as tangerines, oranges, grapefruit, apples, carrots, onions, yams, or potatoes 

are also helpful and could be brought any Sunday through December 21. 

 The pantries are experiencing an urgent and ongoing need for toiletries, especially toilet paper,       

shampoo, deodorant, and toothpaste. 

You will enjoy your own Christmas celebration more when you know you have helped others                     

enjoy a special Christmas dinner too. Let's fill the baskets in the back of the church and the                       

atrium to OVERFLOWING!! 

  December 7     canned beans & Christmas dinner items 

                    14    canned diced tomatoes & Christmas dinner items 

                    21   beef stew & Christmas dinner items 

                    28   Bisquick & toilet paper 
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BAPTISMS - JANUARY 11, 2015 

The next date for baptisms is January, 11, 2015, the Sunday after the Epiphany; 

the Baptism of our Lord, Jesus Christ. If you wish to be baptized, or if you have 

a child to be baptized, please contact Fr. Philip immediately.  

A brief educational session with the Rector is required before any baptism. Due 

to the upcoming holidays it would be best to have these educational sessions 

completed before Christmas, if possible.   

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 
 

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols 

December 14, 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. 

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a traditional service of worship celebrating the birth of Jesus. The story 

of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of the Christ Child is told in several short les-

sons, interspersed with congregational carols and choral anthems. It is traditional to include nine lessons, but 

since our Festival of Lessons and Carols will be paired with our celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday morn-

ing, we will hear five. Come allow your heart to be moved as we prepare for the birth of our Savior in story 

and song. 
 

Choral Workshop: A Follow-up 

Last month for its annual choral workshop, the choir spent the morning with Sharon Stohrer. Sharon is on the 

voice faculty at Capital, is director of music for Harcourt Parish (Kenyon College), and is well-known as a per-

formance anxiety coach. In two hours, she covered topics important for singers, such as breath support, reso-

nance, and taking care of one’s voice. Sharon’s dynamic personality, mischievous sense of humor, and depth 

of knowledge about her topic were a powerful combination, and the singers in the choir learned a ton and en-

joyed their time with her tremendously! 
 

Men’s voices especially needed in the choir! 

The choir always welcomes new singers, and right after Christmas is a great time to try it out. Singers in all 

voice parts are welcome, but there is an especial need for men’s voices right now to balance the absolutely 

lovely group of women we have. If you are interested, but unsure if singing in the choir is a commitment you 

can take on, I encourage you to consider an 8-week trial period beginning in January. If you have any ques-

tions, please talk to me either after church or by reaching me at the church phone number or 

SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org. Otherwise, feel free to show up some Thursday evening! 
 

Choir Schedule: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 
 

Looking ahead… 

Several other exciting events will be a part of the 2014-15 program year, including… 
 

Sunday, December 14, 11:15 a.m. – A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, February 22, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent 

Sunday, March 15, 3:00 p.m. -- The Black Swamp Saxophone Quartet (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, May 17, 3:00 p.m. -- Columbus Children’s Choir (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, April 19, 3:00 p.m. -- Kirk Rich, 2014 National Young Artists’ Competition in Organ Performance 

finalist (Music Series concert) 

 

mailto:SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org
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Advent has arrived, and our task in the days leading up to Christmas is to prepare our hearts and minds for our 

Savior’s miraculous birth.  The kids and youth of St. John’s will prepare to welcome baby Jesus in a variety of 

ways this month, and I hope that your family can be part of the Advent experience! 

Children’s Church will continue to meet every Sunday morning in December (that’s the 7th, 14th, 21st and 

28th) during the first half of the 9:00 am service.  Addie the Advent Penguin is excited to see all her Children’s 

Church pals again! 

Sunday School classes for preschoolers through 5th graders and Youth Education for 6th through 12th graders 

will meet on Sundays Dec. 7th, 14th and 21st from 10:20 to 11:00 am.  There will be no classes on the Sunday 

after Christmas, Dec. 28th (but remember, there will be Children’s Church that day). 

Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies & toddlers will meet on Sundays Dec. 7th and 21st at 10:20 am 

in the Nursery.  We’ll be hearing the story of Mary and Elizabeth on the 7th and the birth of baby Jesus on the 

21st! 

There are two Youth Group events for 6th through 12th 

graders coming up before Christmas.  On Sunday Dec. 

7th, we’ll go as a group to see the Columbus Youth 

Ballet’s production of The Nutcracker and support our 

own Sophia Starkie (she’s Clara this year)!  We’ll be 

leaving from the church at 2:15 pm for the 3:00 show.  

And on Friday Dec. 19th, we’ll share a pizza dinner at 

the church and head over to Easton Market, where 

we’ll do a short Scavenger Hunt and then see Exodus: 

Gods and Kings together.  Both of these events will 

require RSVPs in advance, so please watch your email 

for more details. 

The annual Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant will 

take place during the 4:00 pm worship service on 

Wednesday, Dec. 24th (participants must arrive by 

3:15).  All children and youth are encouraged to 

participate!  There is a mandatory pageant practice 

session on Saturday, Dec. 20th from 10:30 am 

to 1:30 pm, with lunch included.  Please read 

the information on page 3 for more details. 

I look forward to walking through Advent and 

preparing for Christ’s arrival with your family! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard,  

Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

Children’s & Youth Ministries News 

The Youth Group crew gets instructions and a map before 

entering the giant corn maze at Lynd Fruit Farm on 

October 25th.  

Father Philip poses with a group of butterflies, ninjas, elves, 

princesses, superheroes, animals and more before the Trivia 

Trick-or-Treat event on October 26th. 
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 NEWCOMER RECEPTION ON JANUARY 25 

The Newcomer Committee will host a reception on 

January 25th to welcome our newest members and 

those who are considering joining St. John’s.  It will 

be held immediately following the 11:15 service in 

Kilbourne Hall (approximately 12:30 p.m.).  A light 

lunch will be served.  We hope you will take this op-

portunity to meet other newcomers and parishioners 

and learn more about St. John’s.  If you are interested 

in attending on January 25th, please contact Susie 

Bonnell at sjbonnell2011@gmail.com or  

614-438-5259  

~ Susie Bonnell 

BREAD UPDATE 

At the BREAD Annual 

Assembly on Monday, 

November 3, five members of 

St. John’s helped decide the 

focus issue for 2015. The 

issues selected are Crime and 

Violence. As Christians we all 

are called to do justice. So we encourage all of us to 

get involved and send a message to our elected 

officials that these issues should be priorities. On 

Monday, May 4th BREAD will sponsor the Nehemiah 

Action Meeting where elected officials are invited to 

listen to testimonials about the problem and hear 

recommendations for solutions. Please mark your 

calendars and think of at three friends that you could 

invite. There is power in numbers. 

Please watch future newsletters for more information.  

~ Yvette Lissanon, Jeff Nelson & Teri Foley-Nelson 

ANNUAL MEETING IN FEBRUARY! 

Mark your calendars now! 

The 2015 Annual Meeting celebrating the work done 

during 2014 will be held on Sunday, February 8, after 

the 11:15 a.m. service.  

Committees will soon be asked to prepare the Annual 

Report for 2014.  

IT WAS A STORMY AND CHILLY DAY. . .  

 . . . and lots of homeless people were waiting to get into In The 

Garden. . . they were cold and damp. 

And thanks to the wonderful group of people from Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church in Worthington and Parts Adjacent the 

community of In The Garden enjoyed yummy chili, cornbread, 

oyster crackers and salad. And to top the meal off, a piece of 

chocolate cake and a sack lunch provided by the OSU Muslim 

Students Association. And who would know that oyster 

crackers are so popular. . . we distributed lots of crackers even 

after the chili was gone. 

Many thanks to the people at Saint John’s who provide a hot, 

nutritious meal that warmed them to the cockles of their hearts 

for our 150 people. We can never quite express the thanks from 

the ITG team and especially the gratitude of the members of our 

community. 

Deacon deniray mueller+ 

Deacon-in charge, In The Garden Ministry 

EARLY ED NEWS 

Our Thanksgiving feasts were a huge success and we 

are deep into December activities. Although the 

month is a short school one, our days are full of 

painting, singing and lots of laughter. The teachers 

have been preparing for the children to travel the Po-

lar express on the last days of school before Christ-

mas break.  Passports are issued for each child to 

travel the fun train and stop at many places around 

the school making crafts, listening to stories, playing 

games and singing with Music Lady Becky. The 

children will get their passports stamped at each stop 

along the way.  

We are collecting Pajamas again this year for chil-

dren.  There is a collection bin in the Atrium if you 

would like to donate.  We started collecting after 

Thanksgiving and continue to do so until December 

7th.  Last year many of our pajamas were sent to the 

Homeless Family Foundation right here in Colum-

bus.  Any size is fine and if you would like to also 

donate a book for reading at bedtime that would also 

be a wonderful addition. 

We have a few spots available in our young 3’s class 

which will start in January. Families of children who 

are too young for our other classrooms but have a 

birthday before January 30th and are potty trained are 

encouraged to apply. Applications are available at 

the school office or on our web site 

www.sjpreschool.com. 

From all of the teachers, staff and children at St. 

John’s Early Education Center, we wish you a 

blessed Christmas and an abundantly happy 2015. 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director 

mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
http://www.sjpreschool.com
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 CONFIRMATION CLASSES TO BEGIN             

IN FEBRUARY! 

Confirmation is considered a sacrament in the 

Episcopal Church. Baptism is required before 

Confirmation. Confirmation is an adult 

acknowledgement and re-commitment of your 

baptism. 

If you have never been confirmed in the Episcopal 

Church, please consider taking this year’s 

Confirmation Classes. This series of 8-9 evening 

classes is a brief introduction into the history, 

theology, governance and traditions of the Episcopal 

Church and Christianity in general.  The series will 

also include a brief history and an introduction to St. 

John’s.  

Presently, the Classes are scheduled to take place on 

Wednesday evenings, beginning, February 25, 2015. 

Fr. Philip will be teaching most or all of the classes. 

The classes will begin at 7 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. 

If you have been confirmed in another tradition or 

denomination of the church and are not sure if you 

should be re-confirmed in the Episcopal Church, 

please discuss this matter with Fr. Philip.  

Former Roman Catholics are not required to take these 

classes. However, the classes would be very helpful in 

helping you to understand the unique qualities of the 

Episcopal Church. Former Roman Catholics are 

officially “received” into the Episcopal Church by the 

Bishop. 

Teenagers who wish to be confirmed should have 

completed the 7th grade or higher. 

A sign-up sheet is on the Information Table in the 

atrium. Or, you may telephone or email Fr. Philip with 

your information. 

OUR CURRENT COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Adult Education – Margaret Allen  

Children and Youth Ministries – Ann Badger 

Communications – Alice Hohl 

Finance – John Pascoe 

Fellowship and Hospitality – Ted Dziemianowiczc 

and Nancy Elkington 

Human Resources – position open (Todd Boler filling 

in until position filled) 

Newcomers – Susie Bonnell 

Pastoral Care – Hat O’Toole 

Property – Bill Weatherholt and Dick Danke 

Outreach – Barbara Gessaman 

Stewardship – Mary Bailey and Donna Hissrich 

Worship – Donna Somerville  

STEWARDS OF ADVENT: YOU ARE THE POTTER 

AND WE ARE THE CLAY  

“Yet, O Lord, you are our 

Father. We are the clay, and 

you are the potter; we are all 

the work of your hand. Do 

not be exceedingly angry, O 

Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now 

consider, we are all your people.” –Isaiah 64:8-9 

In this season of Advent, I encourage you to take full 

advantage of what scripture places in your hands. The 

lesson from Isaiah is jam-packed with opportunities 

for exploration and illumination. I am particularly 

fond of verses 8-9 and the image of God as potter and 

as clay being worked in the hands of the master. 

There are some fine possibilities to use the preceding 

verses that lament our sad, transient condition on this 

earth with the hopeful tension of being formed and 

held by the Creator. 

The gospel message in Mark 13:33 provides a none-

too-subtle reminder to be alert and awake, rather than 

falling asleep, as we do not know when the time will 

come. Fr. Philip also reminded us of this in his 

sermon on November 9th. We are called to “stir it up” 

and be active in the world and in the church, as I 

mentioned in my Stewardship Moment last month 

with St. Theresa of Avila’s prayer: “Christ has no 

body but yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours. 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion 

on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks 

to do good. Yours are the hands with which he 

blesses all the world. Christ has no body now but 

yours.”  

We are all cracked pots, but yet always able to be 

redeemed, refashioned and remade into beautiful, 

functional, and useful creations of the Master Potter. 

During the season of Advent, we are invited into the 

process of reformation, of being re-formed for work 

of the reign of God and the return of the King of 

Kings. People look east…the time is coming and we 

are part of the plan, serving every day as Christ’s 

body in the world. 

Peace and blessing on your proclamation and 

teaching. May you find time for reflection, renewal 

and reformation in this fallow yet formative Advent 

season.  

~ Donna Hissrich,  Stewardship Co-Chair  



 

10 

 

OUR VESTRY AS OF OCTOBER 2014 

Senior Warden: Lisa Graupmann (Class 2013) 

Junior Warden: Jeff Rees (Class of 2014) 
 

Class of 2014 

Amy Beebe* 

Dave Forman 

Ellen Hitch 

Lee Shepherd 
 

Class of 2015 

Nancy Elkington 

Caroline Fraker 

David Hissrich 

Jonathan Johns 
 

 

 

Class of 2016 

Todd Boler 

Trisha Herban 

Dawn Wallace Pascoe 

Linda Weatherholt 
 

*Appointed by the Vestry 2/18/2014 to replace Jan 

Saik who has moved to Arizona. 

Secretary/Clerk of the Vestry 

Donna Bailey (appointed annually by the Vestry) 
 

Parish Treasurer 

Christine Rees (appointed annually by the Vestry) 

SHARING THE BODY OF CHRIST - PLEDGE UPDATE AND ONLINE GIVING CLARIFICATION 

In this season of Advent, our celebration of Consecration Sunday on October 26 may be 

fading from our memories, but Sharing the Body of Christ through the mission and 

ministries of St. John’s will continue to thrive thanks to our financial offerings and all the 

ways we offer our time and talent throughout the new year.  By mid-November, a total of 

154 pledges for 2015 had been received, including 27 new commitments and 50 who took a 

step forward in their giving, yielding a total of ~$370,000 so far.  Based on the pledges 

received up to now, the Vestry, the Finance Committee and Father Philip have been 

working hard to build a responsible budget for 2015. We want to give them reliable 

information so they can be good stewards of our offerings, so please help by filling out your pledge form and 

turning it in as soon as possible. If you did not receive a pledge form or have misplaced it, please pick one up 

from the table in the atrium or fill out a pledge form online at www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-

pledge-online/.  As Father Philip reminded us in his November 16 sermon, we are the Church, and God has 

given gifts and talents to each of us.  We all help to build God's Kingdom when we are sharing our gifts and 

talents, and Sharing the Body of Christ. 

Please note that if you filled out the pledge form online AND/OR if you utilize online giving to pay your 

pledge, those two web pages DO NOT talk to each other!  If you filled out the pledge form online to indicate 

an increase (or decrease) in your pledge for 2015, you will also need to go online to 

www.stjohnsworthington.org and click the Online Giving link in the bottom right-hand corner to update your 

online giving.  If you are a previous online giver, be sure to "Log In" first so you can edit your previous pledge 

to the new amount for 2015.  (Don't make the mistake I made one year, where I instead accidentally added a 

NEW pledge instead of editing the previous one, so I was "giving double" for a couple of months!)  If you are 

new to online giving, you can view a slide show to walk you through the steps to set up your online giving.  If 

you are already an online giver, but didn't fill out a pledge form for 2015, then our pledge accountant does not 

have your pledge information for next year and your name has not been checked off the "pledge received" 

list.  PLEASE either fill out a paper pledge form (on the table in the atrium) or fill out the pledge form online 

at www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/.  For those who prefer making their offering in 

church, packets of pledge envelopes will be available on the information table in the atrium.  Thanks to 

everyone for your financial support of St. John's! 

-~ Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee  

https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=D6E2KRLlj0qNw7Oz1OPCPEQAUQjk0tEIQv-lcX1sn-v2tNXhIw4H1NhCuWxoaNeoL7ypdrrgl5g.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stjohnsworthington.org%2fstewardship-pledge-online%2f
https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=D6E2KRLlj0qNw7Oz1OPCPEQAUQjk0tEIQv-lcX1sn-v2tNXhIw4H1NhCuWxoaNeoL7ypdrrgl5g.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stjohnsworthington.org%2fstewardship-pledge-online%2f
https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=D6E2KRLlj0qNw7Oz1OPCPEQAUQjk0tEIQv-lcX1sn-v2tNXhIw4H1NhCuWxoaNeoL7ypdrrgl5g.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stjohnsworthington.org
https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=D6E2KRLlj0qNw7Oz1OPCPEQAUQjk0tEIQv-lcX1sn-v2tNXhIw4H1NhCuWxoaNeoL7ypdrrgl5g.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stjohnsworthington.org%2fstewardship-pledge-online%2f
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 FEEDING THE HUNGRY AT ST. JOHN’S TOWN STREET 

It wasn’t a homeless shelter, it was a church.  Not a storefront 

church—a church with a front door and pews and a steeple.  It 

was St. John’s, Town Street in Columbus Ohio.  It is neces-

sary to know that you are going to St. John’s Town Street so 

you don’t, by accident, wind up at St. John’s Worthington and 

Parts Adjacent which is in one of the affluent suburbs. 

And yet, it was a group of us from St. John’s Worthington that 

were assembling on the street in Franklinton, unloading at 

curbside, twenty-one large, heavy chicken noodle casseroles 

which we then carried down a flight of steps into the side en-

trance of St. John’s Town Street.  We were there to serve din-

ner. Two weeks earlier, members of our parish had taken 

home disposable aluminum roasting pans with very specific 

recipes for the chicken dinner.  We were advised NOT to alter 

any of the recipe and especially NOT to add more noodles as 

that would make the casseroles  too dry when they were  re-

heated.  I added a bit of extra chicken to mine, though.  And, 

when I was serving the bowls of casserole later in the evening, 

I discovered that I had chopped my chicken much finer than 

some. 

But no matter. By the time we were serving the casseroles, 

their appearance had become a minor detail.  By then, we had 

washed the tables and chairs off, put out paper placemats, nap-

kins, silverware, plates, plastic glasses, and salt and pepper. 

We had dished up large bowls of canned sliced apples, other 

bowls of canned peaches and smaller bowls of freshly washed 

grapes. Two kinds of salad dressing—Italian and Ranch—had 

been set out in smaller bowls.  

Then we had a break. We had left the church at 3:30 and set 

up was completed a little before 6. The church was open for 

business upstairs and the service would go until 6:30.  We sat 

around and visited, awaiting the onslaught to follow and won-

dering if we had enough or too much food and whether there 

would be an “overflow” crowd as there had been the past two 

weeks, which would mean holding some food back and serv-

ing additional places upstairs. We were a new crew and 

wanted to follow the rules and, at the same time, make every-

one happy. We knew that those attending the church service 

would be let in first. And we knew that no carryout would be 

given out until 7 and that special cases had to be referred to a 

member of the staff—special cases such as take-out meals for 

shut ins. 

Once the doors were opened, the room filled up.  Most were 

families, but of all ages and combinations. There was little 

pushing or crowding.  Everyone knew the system and soon all 

the tables were filled.  We circulated madly, pouring water 

from one pitcher and milk from another, refilling bowls of 

ranch dressing and getting fill-ups on chicken casserole. Soon 

the question was not would there be leftovers, but would there 

be enough? We ran out of milk but there was plenty of every-

thing else. One of the bearded, men, homeless we were told, 
was vigilantly helpful. He gathered up the salt and peppers 

and brought them all to the kitchen. He just kept helping as 

others continued to eat or stood in line to scrape and stack 

their dishes. 

We thought we were almost done as the line for take-out had 

formed and lots of 

people had already 

left.  But then a 

group of eight came 

in. So we quickly 

washed up a few 

plates, re-set some 

places and gave 

them dinner. They 

had two little chil-

dren. The line for 

take-out went right 

by their table and 

we were sweeping 

the floor and wash-

ing down tables around them, but they didn’t mind.  It was 

dinner and they said it was good. 

One of the men came up to me and asked me if I had a bag he 

could have.  I was puzzled until he explained that he had just 

been given some clothing and needed a bag to carry it in.  

That’s when I realized that a door in the back of the room led 

to a closet that was a clothes pantry.  In addition to food, the 

church had clothing for people. I snagged a plastic grocery 

bag that was lying on the kitchen counter and he was very 

grateful. Soon another clothing recipient came up to me, a tall 

woman with quite a few teeth.  She was showing off her new, 

camel colored winter parka.  It was long enough for her and 

looked just great.  She was thrilled and so was I. 

The scene shifted back to the kitchen where one of our mem-

bers and her teen aged daughter were racking dishes. Her hus-

band pushed the racks through the dishwasher like clockwork.  

Two minutes a cycle, although the silverware was put through 

twice.  As the racks came out, others of us would pounce on 

them, towels in hand. Everything got dried and put away.  

There were three drawers of silverware. Large spoons hung 

from pegboard.  Plates went upside down into a commercial 

rolling plate carrier. We zigged and zagged, dodging each 

other, chatting, laughing and working all the while.  

By the time everything was ship shape, we had learned a few 

things.  For example, Italian salad dressing is much less popu-

lar than ranch. Raw grapes aren’t of particular interest. 

Chicken casserole is a big hit. I was told by one diner that this 

was the best meal he had had in all the times he had eaten at 

the church.  We learned that love is better flavoring than salt 

and pepper.  We were touched by the many thank yous we 

heard. We truly meant it when we replied that we were “glad 

to do it”.   

We had looked into the seated faces of beautiful young 

women with deep red lipstick and old men with scraggly 

beards. We saw women feeding their children and keeping 

them in order. We saw momentary sparks of life in tired faces. 

We saw people aged before their years and we saw children 

for whom school was in the future. We were touched by the 
opportunity to touch others. In that room and for that time, 

God had made us all equals in our humanity. It was an excep-

tional experience.  

~ Tricia Herban 

Nancy Elkington, Jeff Rees,  

Wyatt Starkie, and Tricia Herban 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALL SAINTS FUND 

The Following people have recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

Virginia Trapp     in memory of Katie Frins  

Grover Furey     in memory of Angie  

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 

programs or premises. If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any 

event, simply write a check to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The 

name of the person or event being memorialized should be included in the memo line. 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION REPORT AVAILABLE 

A delegation from St. John’s Worthington attended 

the 140th Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio 

in Chillicothe on November 15-16.  Delegates 

included Rev. Philip College, Rector, Deacon Jackie 

Burns, Deacon Deniray Mueller, plus Vestry 

members Nancy Elkington, Dave Foreman, Sr. 

Warden Lisa Graupmann, Ellen Hitch and Jr. Warden 

Jeff Rees.  Copies of a report of the Convention will 

be available on the information table in the Atrium 

beginning on Sunday November 23.  Delegates are 

happy to answer questions from parishioners. 

~ Nancy Elkington, Vestry Member 

 

6TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY  

MUSICAL TOUR OF HOMES 
 

The Chamber Music Connection will present its 6th 

Annual Holiday Musical Tour of Homes, Sunday 

December 7th, from 1 to 5pm. The Musical tour takes 

place at select Worthington residences where CMC 

ensembles perform holiday music in decorated homes. 

The event begins and ends in Kilbourne Hall at St. 

John’s Church. A Holiday Tour Party Bus will loop 

from St. John's to the various homes and the ride is 

free to all ticket holders. Tickets are $20 each and 

100% of proceeds go towards CMC’s Experience 

Fund and Scholarship programs. There will also be a 

raffle for gift baskets during the last hour of the event. 

CMC volunteer families and the kind citizens of 

Worthington who graciously lend us their homes for 

the afternoon host this wonderful holiday event! To 

purchase tickets, call 614-323-1330 or visit 

cmconnection.org.  
 

~ Debbie Price, Artistic Director,  

Chamber Music Connection 

Congratulations, Jared! 

St. John's organ intern, Jared 

Bennett, has been asked to serve as 

the interim organist at St. Andrew's 

Pickerington. He will begin on the 

first Sunday of Advent, November 

30, and continue until they have 

found a permanent musician - most 

likely February or March. Jared has 

spent the last two and a half years 

with us learning to do just this, so while we will miss 

him, please wish him the best of luck and keep him in 

your prayers! 

Lift your spirits at the 75th  

Boar's Head  

& Yule Log Festival  
Christ Church Cathedral invites 

you to join our greater community to end the 

Christmas season with reflection and inspiration for 

Epiphany and the New Year. Group tickets for the 

dress rehearsal of the 75th annual Boar's Head and 

Yule Log Festival on Saturday, Jan. 3, 2015, are 

available for congregations. The dress rehearsal 

begins at 2 p.m. All attendees must have a ticket, 

including small children who walk. If you are 

interested in attending please call or email Vicky at 

614-846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. 

Jared Bennett 
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  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge & Plate Contributions   340,291  321,902           (18,389)  

Other Revenue     24,175    42,299             18,124  

Total Operating Revenue   364,466  364,201               (265)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources   243,940  236,107             (7,833)  

Diocesan Expense     65,600    62,604             (2,996)  

Other Administrative Expenses     31,017    26,051             (4,966)  

Building & Grounds Expenses   111,691  113,440              1,749  

Committee Expenses     41,786    35,668             (6,118)  

Total Operating Expenses   494,034  473,870           (20,164)  

Operating Cash Flow (129,568) (109,669)            19,899  

     

Financial Recap:     

At the end of October 2014 our actual pledge and plate receipts were below budget by $18,400, 
with our total revenues being under budget by only $300 due to a generous gift to the church of 
$15,000. In total our operating expenses, which exclude mortgage principal payments, were 
$20,200 below budget which, in combination with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow 
for the year of $109,700.  As a result, we have had to use $110,000 from our investments to sup-
plement the deficit.  At this point of the year, we were expecting the deficit to total $129,600, so 
thank you very much for keeping your pledges current and please continue to do so as this will 
allow us to minimize the amount of funds we need to pull from the investments to supplement op-
erations.   A note about the capital side of the Campaign for Sustaining and Growing our Minis-
tries:  In 2014, we are anticipating to receive contributions in the amount of $68,850, or approxi-
mately $5,700 per month.  To date the church has received $36,987 which puts us behind in our 
collections thus far in the amount of $14,650. As a reminder, your capital contributions are 
used to pay down the mortgage and make necessary improvements to the church.  Due to 
your continued support the mortgage is now down to $38,505 from the $424,000 balance 
we had at the start of the capital campaign in 2011.  With your continued support we can 
have this debt completely eliminated during 2015!! 

  

  

  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR THE TEN MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER 31, 2014  
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 

 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 

 

 

Monday, December 1st        1:30 PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, Jane Kuntz 

Thursday, December 4th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Saturday, December 6th      6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, December 7th     1:00 PM – Chamber Music Connection Parade of Homes 

Sunday, December 7th    2:15 PM – Youth Group arrive to carpool to the Nutcracker 

Sunday, December 7th     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Thursday, December 11th     5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room  

Saturday, December 13th    7:00 PM – Magpie Consort Concert, Nave 

Monday, December 15th   Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Tuesday, December 16th       7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, December 17th  10:45 AM - Caregivers Support Group, Conference Room 

Friday, December 19th    Youth Group Pizza Dinner and a Movie Time- TBD 

Saturday, December 20th  10:30 AM – Mandatory Pageant Rehearsal, Undercroft 

Tuesday, December 23rd     8:30 AM – Decorating Nave, Flower Guild 

Wednesday, December 24th    3:15 PM -  Children arrive to prepare for Pageant 

Wednesday, December 24th    CHRISTMAS EVE – CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

    See schedule for worship times 

Thursday, December 25th    CHRISTMAS DAY – CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Friday, December 26th    CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Thursday, January 1st      NEW YEAR’S DAY - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Friday, January 2nd    CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, January 2nd    5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of DECEMBER 
 

Sunday 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM-  Christian Education for Youth  and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

1:30 PM  R.O.O.F. Book Group, Conference Room, 1st and 3rd Weeks 
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December Birthdays 
 

Amanda Herrmann  Dec. 1 

Lois Welsh  Dec. 2 

Michael Heckert  Dec. 2 

Bill Schulte  Dec. 3 

Lillian Matthews  Dec. 3 

Collin Rees  Dec. 3 

Jackie Burns  Dec. 5 

Paul Patterson  Dec. 5 

Ana Castro de Kalinke Dec. 6 

Ellie Thurman  Dec. 6 

Gianna Garro  Dec. 6 

Fred Herman  Dec. 7 

Gianna Rees  Dec. 7 

Todd Boler  Dec. 8 

Chenali Jayadeva  Dec. 8 

Ellen Stukenberg  Dec. 9 

Marilyn Fawcett  Dec. 9 

Alexandra Anderson  Dec. 9 

Michael Rogers  Dec. 9 

Alex Troester  Dec. 10 

Donn Ross  Dec. 11 

Vernon Boler  Dec. 12 

Zachary Powell  Dec. 12 

Elizabeth Radkiewicz  Dec. 12 

Jonah College  Dec. 12 

Del Lothes  Dec. 13 

Vicky Turner  Dec  13 

Sariah LaRue  Dec, 13 

Edward Lasseigne  Dec. 14 

Darren Meyer  Dec. 14 

Nora Hohl  Dec. 15 

Ginny Ronning  Dec. 17 

Helen Arnold  Dec. 17 

Keith Redmill  Dec. 17 

Thomas Broere  Dec. 17 

Teri Foley-Nelson   Dec. 19 

Joan Bird  Dec. 20 

Monica Mahoney  Dec. 21 

Rylee LaRue  Dec. 22 

Charlene Hustek  Dec. 24 

John Pascoe  Dec. 24 

Diana Hunter  Dec. 28 

Kim Basso  Dec. 28 

Dale Dettra  Dec. 28 

Bob McVicker  Dec. 29 

Tony Hudock  Dec. 29 

Gebriella Reel  Dec. 29 

Sara Seidel  Dec. 31 

Matthew Trent Webster, son of  

Trent and Cari Webster 

Benjamin Thomas Decatur and 

Avery Ann Decatur, daughter of  

Ben and MacKenzie Decatur 

Olivia Paige Heald, daughter of Harry 

and Stephanie Heald 

Lewis Wise Holbrook, daughter of 

Matthew Holbrook and Natalie Wise 

BAPTISMS, NOVEMBER 2   

We offer congratulations to the following people who were baptized here at St. John’s on The Sunday after All 

Saint’s Day, November 2, 2014: 
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