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During December and January, the Adult Formation Committee started taking a 
number of steps to hone its mission, increase its membership, sharpen its current 
agenda, and expand its scope.  In the past few months we have: 

 Agreed on a mission statement for our work: 
Adult Faith Formation at St. John’s is committed to spiritual 
transformation in the lives of individuals and the congregation. It strives 
to provide community, education, resources, and outreach that empower 
the parish to grow in faith, deepen in theological and biblical reflection, 
and understand our lives as the priesthood of God’s faithful people in 
and to the world. 

 Added three new members to the full committee (Suzan Jervey, Di 
McCullough, and Bostwick Wyman) and one new member to the Sunday 
Adult Forum program under the direction of Tricia Herban (Fritz Graf). 

 Looked carefully at the annual Women’s Retreat and sought ways to better 
publicize and promote it. 

 Considered the circumstances under which we might revitalize a reading 
group. 

 Worked with Karen Kuhr (Heritage Design Committee) to develop and 
implement a refurbishment plan for the Parish Library.  Stop by and see our 
progress! 

 Established a new program thread: “Seeing the Light: A Faith and Life 
Seminar Series.” Over the next several weeks, we will brainstorm and agree 
on key elements of this new program, identify a coordinator to assume 
leadership of the program, sort through potential topics & speakers, consider a 
variety of possible audiences and partners, and select a first event to launch 
the new series. 

Current members of the Adult Formation Committee:  

Nancy Elkington (chair), Margaret Allen (coordinator, Parish Library), Kim 

Basso (co-coordinator, Grief and Caregivers Support Group), Amy Beebe (Vestry 

Liaison), Tricia Herban (coordinator, Sunday Adult Forum), Donna Hissrich 

(coordinator, Annual Women’s Retreat), Suzan Jervey (member), Diana 

McCullough (member), Deacon Deniray Mueller (Clergy Liaison), Karen Peeler 

(member),  Miriam Utter (member), Bostwick Wyman (member). 

The Goal: Adult Faith Formation Programming  

that Leads to Spiritual Transformation 
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Celtic Service Sunday February 4 

Confirmation Class Registration 

Saturday Supper February 3 Acolyte Training Session Scheduled  

For February 4 

There is an Acolyte training 
session scheduled for 
February 4 after the 11:15 
service. The training session 
will start at approximately 
12:30 pm. It will be held in 
the Church and should last 
about an hour. The training 

session is for both new and current Acolytes. If you 
have felt called to become an Acolyte or want to learn 
more about what Acolytes do, please join us. If you 
have any questions, please call Lisa Graupmann at 
614-653-1917. 

~ Lisa Graupmann 

Christine Arnold will host Saturday Supper on 
February 3 at her home, 122 E. Schreyer Place, 
Columbus 43214. She has chosen chicken divan as her 
entree so choose a dish to compliment: appetizer , 
salad, vegetable, or dessert. Please send Christine an 
email tch13chris@aol.com or call her at 614-267-2124 
to RSVP. 

Please join us in the 
Atrium on February 4 at 5 
pm for the next lay-led 
Celtic Service.  We will 
celebrate St. Brigit of 
Kildare, whose feast day is 
February 1.  St. Brigit was 
the first woman to head a 
double monastery, that is, one that contained both 
men and women.  She was known for her wisdom, 
her healing powers, and her patience.  This is an 
intimate, quiet, and contemplative service followed 
by a time of hospitality and fellowship.  We welcome 
all St. John’s parishioners and friends from outside 
our church family to join us on February 4. Enter 
through the atrium doors any time after 4:30.  
~ The Celtic Fellowship 

The church office will 
be closed on Monday 
February 19, in 
observance of the 
Presidents’ Day. 

Please plan 
accordingly! 

Confirmation is the adult 
continuation and public 
affirmation of our baptism. 
Anyone wanting to learn 
more about the church and 
our faith may find it interesting and helpful.  

This class is especially good for people who are 
relatively new to the Episcopal Church! People who 
have been confirmed in another denomination are 
highly encouraged to take the classes to learn more 
about our Episcopal traditions!  

The classes will cover a range of subjects - including 
church history, an introduction to the Bible and an 
introduction to the Book of Common Prayer, church 
governance, and much more.  

The 2018 Confirmation Class will begin on 
Wednesday evening, February 21st and continue 
through Wednesday evening, April 25th. Classes begin 
at 7 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. Most classes, if not all, 
will be taught by Fr. Philip.  

Anyone in the eighth grade or older is invited to 
participate. The actual service of confirmation will be 
held at Trinity Church, Capital Square, on Saturday, 
May 12.  

A sign-up sheet can be found on the Information 
Table in the Atrium.  

Have questions? Please speak to Fr. Philip. Or you 
can call or email Fr. Philip for more information:    
614-846-5180, Ext. 302, or 
PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org. 

Church Office to be Closed February 19 

mailto:tch13chris@aol.com
mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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Garden Glories 

Tired of winter?  Think Spring!  Imagine flowers in 
bloom! 

Looking for fun and friendship?   
Think about tending garden beds with the 

Lay Weeders. 
For your calendar:  

Lay Weeders’ Perennial/Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, March 14 

7:00 p.m. in the Undercroft 
No experience necessary, though experience is 

happily welcomed! 
Questions?  Call Ellen Stukenberg, 885-8522. 

Thanks to all who brought food and served for our first 
ITG dinner at Trinity Church in 2018.  Wendy Miller, 
Christine Rees, Andy Reiger, Ginny Ronning, and Lily 
Baklujian-Thompson cooked chili;  Karen Graham and 
her friend Nancy, Judy and Dick Guy, Wendy Miller, 
Christine Rees, Seth and Anastasia Riechenbach, 
Matthew and Elyse Sturtz, and Lily Baklujian-Thompson 
served the dinner.  Additional contributions of fruit, rolls, 
salad, and oyster crackers were  donated by Jason Beebe, 
Punky Cline, Teri Foley-Nelson, Tricia Herban, Jane 
Lagusch, Karen Peeler, Donna Perry, Christine Rees, 
Kim Rice, and Paula Smailes.  The hot food on this very 
cold Sunday was very much appreciated.  Thank you all.  

~ Eve Herold - Outreach Committee  

January In The Garden Dinner Thanks 

February 14 is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  

St. John’s will be offering three services that day: 

10:00 a.m.  A spoken service with Holy Eucharist and the imposition of ashes. (Bible 
study will follow the service for those who wish to stay.) 

5:45 p.m.  A brief spoken service with the imposition of ashes. This service is designed 
for families with young children. 

7:00 p.m.  A full service with organ and choir, Holy Eucharist and the imposition of ashes.  

It is hard to believe, but now that the Holidays are over, it is time to start thinking of Lent and Easter.  This 
year, Shrove Tuesday (the eve of Ash Wednesday), and also known in some circles as Fat Tuesday, is 
February 13.  Supper will be served from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm in the Undercroft (under Kilbourne Hall).  Enter 
through the lower south doors by the parking lot; turn left inside to enter the undercroft.  

Craft activities will be provided for children beginning at 6:00 pm in the Music & Movement Room. 

A menu of pancakes, sausages, applesauce and beverages will be 
served. Yes, “breakfast for dinner”! Please plan on bringing your 
family, friends and neighbors  . . . everyone is truly welcome!  
The cost is $5 for adults and children over age 12 and $3 for 
children 12 and under.  The maximum cost per family is $15!  

Shrove Tuesday is always a busy evening and helpers of all ages 
are invited to assist with kitchen, dining room and clean-up duties.  
To volunteer, please contact Ted Dziemianowicz 
(ted.dziemianowicz@comcast.net) or Nancy Elkington 
(nancyelkington@gmail.com). 

This is a really fun event and a great opportunity for all generations of new and veteran members to come 
together for fellowship, fun and lots of delicious calories! 

~ Ted Dziemianowicz & Nancy Elkington 

Keep Calm  

And 

Eat Pancakes 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Ash Wednesday Services 

mailto:ted.dziemianowicz@comcast.net
mailto:nancyelkington@gmail.com
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A Note From Bob—Lent Is Coming 

Dear Friends, 

To find ourselves facing the arrival of Ash Wednesday and Lent in less than three weeks is 
somewhat akin to that inevitable moment in which we realize that Christmas is almost 
upon us.  One's instinctual reaction, "Oh my gosh, where does the time go!" seems, in both 
cases, rather normal and expected.  But, once such a reaction is made, it strikes me that the 
similarity of our actions in response to the two moments differ markedly.  In the latter, we 
begin preparing for the arrival of that moment with a flurry of activity.  In the former, we 
yawn and return to whatever else we were doing. 

I suspect these responses have little to do with what the Faith calls us to at these times and a 
great deal to do with what the world calls us, or does not calls us, to...at Christmas, an endless barrage of 
reminders to get out and spend...at Ash Wednesday, perhaps a fifteen second shot on the Evening News 
showing services at some great cathedral and noting that Lent has begun. 

And, of course, that is precisely the issue which Christian men and women have struggled with for 
centuries...how to separate the world's misunderstanding and misuse of the Faith from that to which the Faith 
truly calls its followers.  The first studiously avoids the difficult requests made by the second...seeking always 
the facile and the superficial rather than the honest and penetrating. 

Just as preparing for Christmas calls us to quiet reflection, prayer, and self-examination, so does the season of 
Lent ushered in by Ash Wednesday.  Yet, in the remarkable richness of the Faith, each calls us to reflect upon 
different facets of the gem which is a human life.  The first calls us to recognize the dignity restored to human 
nature by God's willingness to take that nature upon God’s-self.  In Lent, we are focused like a laser beam on 
the human tendency, over and over, to degrade that human nature by living in ways contrary to those which 
our Creator wills for us.  Needless to say, preparing for Christmas is a bit less spiritually onerous that 
preparing for Easter, but that fact really misses the point. 

The great richness and promise of the Faith is that, through a yearly journey which focuses us, in turn, on the 
myriad forces and tendencies which are ours as human beings and children of God, we come to know 
ourselves better...our strengths and limitations...our successes and failures...our place in the Creation...and, 
ultimately and prayerfully, our raison d'etre. 

The world promises all of that slickly and easily...but its promises are empty.  The Faith promises it also...but 
asks that we make the oftimes difficult journey it calls us to in order to reach that destination for which we all 
so deeply long. 

I pray that Lent will be for each of you a time of deepening understanding and strength and that you will arrive 
at the Easter feast knowing more fully what it means to die to one way of life and rise to another. 

Faithfully, 

Bob+ 
The Reverend Robert L. Ficks III 

The Rev. Robert 

Ficks, III 

Thank you to Seth Reichenbach, new 
chair of Pastoral Care Committee, 
who will be working alongside clergy 
staff.  
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Adult Formation Programs In February 

The Food Pantries 

We shivered and slid our way through January - now we're wondering what February will 

bring. With Valentine's Day just around the corner, February is a month to give from the 

heart. Please listen to your HEART as you shop for groceries, and remember those who 

are having a hard time paying for heat or food in these COLD winter months. 

Contributing food and toiletries to help fill the empty shelves at the Gladden and 

Worthington Food Pantries will WARM your HEART in return. Below are some suggestions for February, 

but please feel free to substitute any nutritious, non-perishable items, and remember that non-food stamp items 

such as toiletries and pet food can really help our senior citizens and others in need. 

 

February 4 - canned pears or other fruit, soap 

                11 -  peanut butter, shampoo 

                18 - canned tomatoes or spinach, deodorant 

                25 - chunky soup, zip-seal baggies              ~ Mary Bailey 

The following persons have recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 
 

 Christopher and Caroline McGraw  In thanksgiving for the baptism of their daughter  
       Charlotte Katherine McGraw 

 William and Patricia Watson      In Memory of Sharon Lothes  
 

NOTE: All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. 
John’s programs or premises. Please consider making a donation! 

If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check 
to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person or event 
being memorialized should be included in the memo line. 

February 4 Meet the Vestry Candidates 

February 11 Outreach Fair: Chat. Hear from community groups that St. John’s supports and chat 
individually with them at their display tables. Persons attending the 11:15 service are invited to 
Kilbourne afterward for Coffee Hour and a chance to see the displays and talk with 
representatives from the Mid Ohio Workers  Association, SVOSH (Student Volunteer 
Optometric Services to Humanity) recently returned from Nicaragua, and the Ronald 
McDonald House, among others. 

February 18 Exodus and Moses viewed from a Muslim Perspective. Imam Ali Aktan will help us continue 
our exploration of the book of Exodus by sharing another important approach to our biblical 
history. This informal discussion promises to be very informative and, as always, questions will 
be welcome. 

February 25 Parish Annual Meeting  

~ Tricia Herban 

All Saints Funds Donations 
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          Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 

Music during Lent 

Music has the power to capture the spirit of our liturgical seasons in a profound way. So, too, does the absence 

of music. Beginning with Ash Wednesday on February 14, the Church moves into the season of Lent, and the 

music we hear and sing during worship changes to reflect this new season. The use of music in worship 

becomes more spare and its quality more meditative. Much of the service music during Lent will be sung using 

plainsong (or an adaptation thereof). 
 

We will sing the meditative chant, “Ubi caritas” during communion: Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est (Where 

charity and love are found, God himself is there). Through repetition, the singing becomes a communal 

prayer, and while this chant is lovely to listen to, its real power lies in the sense of connectedness that comes 

from your participation in the singing. I encourage you to join in and experience a unique and beautiful form 

of musical prayer. 
 

Throughout the season of Lent, descants and hymn reharmonizations will not be heard, and organ postludes 

will be omitted from our worship services. The silence in which we leave is a compelling reminder of Christ’s 

time in the silence of the wilderness, as well as of the disciplines we take on or give up during Lent, and is also 

a powerful reflection of the meditative nature of this season. 
 

Choir Schedule 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The adult choir is a super fun group of people 

and is open to anyone high school aged or older who can read music. 

Even though the chancel looks full, we are always excited to add new singers!  
 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, March 18, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent (prelude begins at 4:45) 

 

Sunday, April 22, 3:00 p.m. – Nicole Simental, organ (Music Series Concert) 

                                                 first prize winner, iv international goedicke organ competition 

~ Sara Seidel 

We dream of a church in which members can recognize, deepen and express their experience of God’s 
presence in their lives. We hope that this beloved community can help its members explore their understanding 
of their experiences of God with freedom and grace. We invite you to participate in a day during which you 
can reflect on your experience of God’s presence and learn new ways of deepening your relationship with 
God, and with yourself. 

Allow yourself to take a Saturday in Lent and spend that time with God. Give yourself the gift of a day spent 
resting in God’s love for you. We’ve scheduled the same day-long retreat on Saturday, February 17 (9 a.m. 3 
p.m. at St. Philip Episcopal, 166 Woodland Ave (near Franklin Park Conservatory), Columbus, 43203. The 
cost is $15.00.  

To register, go to: dsospirituality.dos.org or http://praxiscommunities.org/communities/spiritual-directors.   

Practicing the Presence of God: A Spiritual Retreat in Lent 

http://praxiscommunities.org/communities/spiritual-directors
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The Christmas Pageant in Pictures 

We created tableaux of the Christmas Story, and Ellen 
Stukenberg helped us write a pageant script using the 
dialog that we invented.  In this picture, two angels 

confer about the birth of Jesus. 

We used what we’d learned about the story to make 

cardboard Cartelami scenery.  

A finished cartelami.  We used mosaic, collage, and painting 

methods in its construction.  

Sara Seidel helped us learn the song that would end our 

pageant.  

The Star of Bethlehem sings alleluia as the pageant ends.  

Pictures and captions by Karl Stevens 
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Our parish consists of roughly 230 family units.  Of these, 159 made financial pledges for 2018, 
totaling $455,485.  That means about 69% of our parish is pledging, and our average pledge is 
$2865 per year.  Other parishioners may be supporting St. John’s in other ways, such as offering 
their time and talent. 

Several years ago, I presented some statistics describing the pledges we as parishioners have 
made to support God's work at St. John's.  Many people said this information was useful and 

edifying, so I thought it might be helpful to share similar information with the parish again this year.  The chart 
below summarizes our pledges for 2018.  People pledge in various ways - weekly (37), monthly (81), quarterly 
(19), or annually (22).  In addition, at least 43 are paying their pledge electronically.  For clarity, the chart 
shows all pledges on an annual basis.  A “unit” might be an individual, a couple, or a family - our parish is a 
wonderful mixture of all of these “units.”  The chart shows the range of our pledges and how many “units” 
pledged at each level. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few more interesting statistics: The top 10% of the pledges provide 36% of the total.  The most popular 
pledge is $100 per month (12 units), followed by $50/month (7 units) and then $250/month, $200/month, and 
$125/month (6 units each).  Popular weekly pledges are $50/week and $25/week (5 units each). 

These statistics may surprise you, but please remember:  Every pledge, large or small, plays an important part 
in accomplishing God's work at St. John's, in our community, and in the world.  Every person’s pledge, offered 
in grateful thanks/giving for God’s gifts, draws that person into a closer relationship with God as they travel 
their own Journey to Generosity. 

If you would like to submit a pledge for 2018, you can find a pledge form on the table in the atrium - you can 
fill one out and put it in the offering plate, or fill out a pledge form online at www.stjohnsworthington.org/
stewardship-pledge-online/. Never pledged before?  Start with something you know you can manage, like $5 a 
week or $10 a month as a first step on your Journey to Generosity.   

~Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

  Annual Pledge  # units 
 

   >$10,000        6 
 

  $6001-10,000        9 
 

  $5001-6000      13 
 

  $4001-5000        7 
 

  $3001-4000      11 
 

  $2001-3000       25 
 

  $1001-2000      39 
 

  $501-1000      27 
 

  $10-500      22 

Stewardship—Our 2018 Pledge Profile 

There will be no Columbus are Lenten School this year. However, you are encouraged to attend three 
workshop at St. John’s Columbus (Town Street) about “Re-Imagining the Church”. 

These workshops will be held on February 24, March 10 and April 21. Watch the Sunday announcements and 
bulletin boards for more information.  

Or, to register and find more information go to: st-johns-columbus.diosohio.org and click on “events”. 

No Lenten School This Year 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
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Pew Cushion Installation 

Crew, all smiles after the 

work! 

Why Do We Sing the Psalms? 

The Psalms are the hymns of ancient Israel.  

The word “psalm” is derived from the title on early Greek manuscripts whose translation 
indicates that these are songs sung with the accompaniment of stringed instruments. In 
fact, more than a third of the psalms carry specific musical instructions to the “leader” or 
“choirmaster”, such as “with stringed instruments,” “for the flutes,” or “A Song.” 

While the texts of the psalms have survived, sadly, the music has not. We know that the 
early Christian church, rooted as it was in Jewish tradition, continued the custom of 
offering to God in song the prayer and praise of the psalms. The development of standard 
musical notation has allowed us to retain some traces of this ancient tradition and its 
evolution. Plainsong melodies (what you imagine monks chanting) have roots in ancient 
Jewish traditions, and these melodies have carried the body of psalm texts to us in Latin. The Protestant 
Reformation brought about two significant changes related to the psalms: 

Psalms were translated from Latin into the vernacular, and the melodies were adapted to fit these 
translations. 

Metrical versions of the psalms (think hymns like “O God, our help in ages past”) started to become 
popular and were the precursors to our modern-day hymns. 

Anglican chant was developed for singing non-metrical texts by matching the natural speech rhythm of the 
words with a simple harmonized melody. Growing out of the plainsong tradition during the English 
Reformation, Anglican chant allows the psalms to be sung in their original poetic form. 

At St. John’s, we sing the psalms in a variety of styles. Most common is a simplified form of Anglican chant 
sung by the choir and alternated with a congregational refrain. On January 14, the whole congregation sang 
Psalm 139 together using simplified Anglican chant. We often use traditional Anglican chant on feast days, 
such as Christmas and Easter, and during Lent, we will use plainsong settings of the psalms because their 
simplicity is reflective of that season. 

The Scriptures encourage us to sing "psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in [our] hearts 
to God" (Col. 3:16), and Martin Luther urged that psalms be sung by congregations so that "the Word of God 
may be among the people also in the form of music." 

~ Sara Seidel 
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What was the year 2017 like for you? Was it filled with joy and peace, or anxiety and stress? 

The ritual of setting New Year's resolutions is a staple in our culture--a time when we examine the past 12 
months and set intentions for the coming year, promising ourselves to give up some bad habit or to develop 
new good habits or make significant changes in our lifestyles. It may be a time for trying harder at something 
(like losing those last five pounds!), or a time of re-establishing broken relationships. But, it can also bring 
regret and cynicism as we realize we've set the same goals year-after-year with little progress. I have never 
heard of anyone who was successful in meeting all of their resolutions throughout the year. Still, there seems 
to be a societal norm for all of us to make resolutions. 

The fatal flaw with New Year's resolutions is that 
we typically bite off more than we can chew. We 
do not set realistic goals, and so we end up 
disappointed and, often, forget resolutions by the 
time February rolls around. 

It is something they say we ‘should’ do! – and we 
often know full well that we are not going to keep 
them. 

We ‘should’ lose that extra weight, save more 
money, spend more time with our family, go to 
church every Sunday, become a volunteer. . . the 
list goes on and on! And when we fail to meet 
these expectations, we pile guilt upon ourselves. . . 
“we ‘should’ have been able to do ‘whatever’”. 

‘Should-ing’ on ourselves is counterproductive – it only makes us feel worse about ourselves, and soon 
supplants any positive feelings we get when we accomplish something. We cannot learn new things or have 
new experiences if we are constantly telling ourselves we are ‘not good enough’, are failures. Besides, it 
wastes a lot of time when we could be accomplishing new and better things. 

Driven by our stubborn willfulness, pressure, adrenaline and “never good enough” messages, we fail to allow 
that which is already unfolding in us, and in the world, to emerge. This year, we must get out of our own way, 
step aside and trust that the better version of ourselves will awaken, however it is meant to be. . . and when it is 
meant to be. We cannot ‘should’ it to happen. 

In John Maxwell’s book, Developing the Leader Within Y ou, a Middle Eastern mystic said, “I was a 
revolutionary when I was young and all my prayer to God was: Lord, give me the energy to change the world.’ 
As I approached middle age and realized that my life was half gone without my changing a single soul, I 
changed my prayer to: ‘Lord, give me the grace to change all those who come into contact with me, just my 
family and friends, and I shall be satisfied.’ Now that I am an old man and my days are numbered, I have 
begun to see how foolish I have been. My one prayer now is: ‘Lord, give me the grace to change myself.’ If I 
had prayed for this right from the start, I would not have wasted my life.”  

So, what attitude will we choose to adopt in order to make the most of 2018?  

Can we just forget about ’resolutions’ that may end up only making us feel worse about ourselves? 

Can we just forego judgment about ourselves and strive to be open to love and acceptance, trying to be our 
best selves each day, whatever that means? 

Remember, above all, one of my favorite pieces of advice is: 

“Do Not SHOULD upon yourself today!” 

If we do that, 2018 will truly be a wonderful year! 

~ The Rev deniray mueller 

“Do Not ‘SHOULD’ on the New Year” 



11 

 

  

   
  

  (Under) or Over  
    Budget    Actual          Budget  
     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge Contributions   415,000 402,160           (12,840)  

Prepaid Pledge Contributions     10,000   16,862              6,862   

Other Plate Contributions     23,910   42,195            18,285   
Other Revenue     35,000   36,592              1,592  

Total Operating Revenue   483,910 497,809            13,899  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  346,296 348,635               2,339  

Diocesan Expense    89,600   86,610              (2,990)  

Other Administrative Expenses    22,736   16,399              (6,337)  

Building & Grounds Expenses  138,865 129,536              (9,329)  

Committee Expenses    48,640   39,840              (8,800)  

Total Operating Expenses  646,137 621,020            (25,117)  

Operating Cash Flow (162,227) (123,211)             39,016  

Financial Summary for the Twelve Months Ended December 31, 2017 

 

Financial Recap:   
At the end of December, our pledge contributions were under budget by $12,900; our other 
plate contributions (which consists primarily of contributions from non-pledging members and 
plate cash) were $18,300 above budget; and our total revenues were above budget by 
$13,900. In total, our operating expenses were under budget by $25,100 which, in combination 
with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of $123,200 for the year so far.  As a result, 
we needed $105,200 to cover this deficit, after applying our non-operating income.   On the 
bright side, the church received special gifts from several parishioners which the Vestry has 
decided to apply to this deficit.  Therefore, no funds at all were used from our investments.  
Again, a big thank you for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact and 
allow us to preserve and grow the funds in our investments! 
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Church Service Opportunities 

Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church 
committee meetings as well as a contact name for each committee. Please consider attending one or more 

committee meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are 
important components of the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 

  
More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special 
events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 
846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the 
actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 
Friday, February 2nd    6:30 PM – Youth Group Event, Township Hall 
Saturday, February 3rd    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 
Sunday, February 4th    10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 
Sunday, February 4th    12:30 PM – Acolyte Training, Nave 
Sunday, February 4th    5:00 PM – Celtic Worship, Atrium 
Monday, February 5th     1:00 PM – Prayers Shawl Knitting Group, Atrium 
Tuesday, February 6th    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room 
Wednesday, February 7th   12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich  
Tuesday, February 13th   4:00 PM – Adult Education Committee, Conference Room  
Tuesday, February 13th   5:30 PM – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Undercroft 
Wednesday, February 14th 10:00 AM 5:45 PM, 7 PM, Ash Wednesday Services, Nave 
Wednesday, February 14th Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 
    http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Thursday, February 15th   5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 
Sunday, February 18th  NEWCOMER TOURS AFTER BOTH SERVICES 
Monday, February 19th    1:00 PM – Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 
Tuesday, February 20th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 
Wednesday, February 21st    7:00 PM – Confirmation Class #1, Music Room 
Thursday, February 22nd     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 
Sunday, February 25th   10:20 AM – Annual Meeting, Nave 
Wednesday, February 28th     7:00 PM – Confirmation Class #2, Music Room 

 
MARCH 
Saturday, March 3rd  6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 

 
MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of February 
 

Sunday 
  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave  
10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children, Youth & Adults  
11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave  
 

Wednesday 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

      7:00 PM Exodus Bible Study Group, Atrium 
 

Thursday 
      7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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Early Ed News 

February Birthdays 

Mark your calendars and watch for more details.  

The Third Annual Episcopal Night at the Symphony will be held on 
Friday, March 23 at the Ohio Theater  in Columbus. The Columbus 
Symphony and Chorus will be performing the Brahms “Requiem”.   

Tickets will include a pre-concert reception with food and a drink. Our 
hosts will be Fr. Bruce Smith from St. James, Columbus and Fr. Paul 

Williams, from St. Andrew’s, Pickerington.  

More information will be coming soon!     

Enrollment for 2018-2019 school year has been in progress since January and at this point we have only a few 
openings left in our classrooms. The excellent program we offer along with exceptional teaching staff makes 
our preschool an outstanding one in the Worthington area. 

St. John’s Early Education Center has received a Five star rating. This makes it nine years in a row that we 
have been recognized as a stellar program in the area. Information about our program is available on our web 
site www.sjpreschool.com or call our office at 614-885- 2315. 

The parent group is already planning the Spring Flower sale. Forms for ordering will be available in the church 
and school offices starting March 2nd. Orders will be due by March 18th and the beautiful flowers will be 
delivered on Thursday April 26th and you can pick them up after church on Sunday, April 29th. The sale will be 
by order only and there will be no extra flowers for sale on the delivery date, so think spring and come in and 
order those pretty flowers. If you would like to look at a Foertmeyer catalogue please go to 
www.springflowersale.com. 

~ Mrs. Cathy Wahoff, Director 

Emmanuel Koomson  Feb. 2 

Elias Anderson   Feb. 4 

Cora Bystrek   Feb. 5 

Don Utter   Feb. 8 

John Herbert   Feb. 8 

Allen Strang   Feb. 9 

Tim Price   Feb. 11 

Stephen Sollars   Feb. 16 

Dawn Wallace-Pascoe Feb. 18 

Mark Lewis   Feb. 18 

Sara Patchen   Feb. 19 

Suzan Jervey   Feb. 21 

Seth Reichenbach  Feb. 23 

Amy Barnes   Feb. 24 

Angela Herban   Feb. 25 

Addie Patchen   Feb. 26 

Judi Guy   Feb. 27 

Rosalyn Cross   Feb. 28 

Robert Palmer   Feb. 28 

Bill Schwartz   Feb. 28 

Wren Clymer   Feb. 28 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Episcopal Night at the Symphony 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
http://www.springflowersale.com

