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A Final Note from Mother Maggie 

How can I possibly say goodbye to St. John’s, a community that 
has meant so much to me, that has formed and inspired me, a 
community full of people I love?  I’ve been here for more than 
seven years!   

I’ve watched babies become big kids, and big kids become 
young adults.  I’ve watched parishioners come and go, I’ve been 
here for births and deaths, I’ve taught and prayed and hugged 
and preached and sung and cried and so much more… and yet, 
in God’s time and in the life of this amazing parish, seven years 
is just a moment, the blink of an eye.   

St. John’s was founded in 1804, which means that my seven 
years with you amounts to a mere 3.3 percent of the parish’s 
history – that is, the parish’s history through today.  We all know 
that St. John’s will continue to do what St. John’s has always 
done – worshipping and praising God, baptizing in Christ’s name and sharing his Holy 
Eucharist, loving and serving neighbors near and far, and proclaiming the God-given 
dignity and essential goodness of every person – for many years to come.   

This is what enables me to leave this place, and to follow the Spirit’s call 
wherever it leads: the knowledge that St. John’s will continue to be St. John’s.  I 
know that God will be present in the inspired words and prayers of your clergy, in the 
glorious sounds of your choir, in the shrieks and giggles of your blessed children, and 
in the ministries of all of you, the people of St. John’s.  God will be present with my 
family and me as we leave this place, present in the love we take with us and the love 
we leave with you. 

Thank you all for  allowing me to walk with you, learn from you, love you and be 
loved by you these last seven years.  I leave you with another favorite selection from 
the Psalter, the opening verses of Psalm 89:  

“Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing: 

from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; 

you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.”  Amen. 

~ Mother Maggie 

 

Editor’s note: see pictures on page 9.  

The Rev. Maggie 

Leidheiser-Stoddard 
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Celtic Service January 7 

Dear Friends, 

It is a pleasure to be back at Saint 
John’s and to have been so warmly 
welcomed in your midst again. 
Thank you. 

I suppose it’s all-too-predictable, 
but, as one writes at the beginning 
of yet another new year, it is hard 
not to reflect on where we might 
each find ourselves in twelve 
months. 

Will we have made room in our days regularly to be 
still…to reflect…to pray…to read Scripture? 

Will we have found, or set aside, a place where we 
might regularly go to do these things…a place we do 
not take our cellphone…a place others know in which 
we wish to be undisturbed? 

Will the minutes and hours and days that are ahead be 
gone before we realize it, and we left wishing we had 
just slowed down a wee bit…taken a bit more time 
consciously to be aware of God’s presence in our 
lives…found more opportunities to help, and take joy 
from those with whom we make this earthly journey? 

The answers, of course, are up to us. I pray we might 
each make them well…and that 2018 might be filled 
with blessings for each of you. 

Faithfully, 

Bob+ 
The Revd RL Ficks III 

Please join us in the Atrium on 
January 7 at 5 pm for the next lay
-led Celtic Service. We will 
celebrate Epiphany using the 
Order of Service found in the 
Iona Worship book. This is an 
intimate, quiet, and contemplative 
service followed by a time of 
hospitality and fellowship. We 
welcome all St. John’s parishioners and friends from 
outside our church family to join us on January 7 as 
we celebrate the coming of light. Enter through the 
Atrium doors any time after 4:30.  

~ The Celtic Fellowship 

We offer thanksgiving to God and congratulations to 

Mother Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard on her call to be 

the next Rector of Christ Episcopal Church in 

Springfield, Ohio – about 40 miles west of Columbus. 

We also offer congratulations to the people of Christ 

Church! 

Mother Maggie’s last Sunday at St. John’s will be 

January 7th. On that day we will recognize Maggie for 

her ministry among us. And we will acknowledge her 

husband Jonathan and their son, Jesse, too!     

Mother Maggie’s last “official” day at St. John’s will 

be Wednesday, January 17. She will begin serving 

Christ Church the very next day. Her first Sunday at 

Christ Church will be January 21st! 

Please keep Maggie and her family in your prayers 

during this transition.  

Church Office to be Closed   

January 1 & 2 

A Note from Bob 

The church office will be closed on 
Monday and Tuesday, January 1 
and 2 in observance of the holiday. 

Please plan accordingly! 

Church Office to be Closed January 15 

MOTHER MAGGIE TO BECOME 

RECTOR OF CHRIST CHURCH, 

SPRINGFIELD, OH 

The church 
office will be 
closed on 
Monday, 
January 15, in 
observance of 
the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
holiday. 

Please plan 
accordingly. 

The Rev. Robert 

Ficks, III 
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Confirmation Classes Beginning in 

February! 

When you travel to a new place, what do you do? In 
the “old days” you asked someone for directions or 
got out a map; now, you probably Google the 
directions.  At St. John’s we offer building tours, 
which will, in a few minutes, introduce you to places 
you may not have discovered yet– the bathrooms, the 
library or the elevator. Do please join us after either 
service on Sunday,  January 28th.   We will meet at the 
back of the church.   

~Susie Bonnell 

Guided Tours 

At St. John’s we look forward to meeting visitors and 
newcomers at receptions three times a year. So if you 
are visiting or new to St. John’s and have not yet 
attended one of these receptions, please plan to come 
to Kilbourne Hall after the 9:00 service 
(approximately 10:25) on Sunday, January 21st.  This 
is a chance to meet others new to St. John’s, to chat 
with staff, and to learn more about parishioner 
commitments to St. John’s and the wider community.  
Watch for your invitation or contact Susie Bonnell at 
sjbonnell2011@gmail.com or 614-438-5259.    

~ Susie Bonnell 

Visitors and Newcomers Reception 

In The Garden Dinner January 7, 2018 

St. John’s will be serving dinner to the homeless and 
residents of downtown Columbus at Trinity Church, 
3rd and Broad, on January 7. Our first meal of the 
New Year will be chili. Any one who wants to serve 
downtown or make chili, please contact Eve Herold at 
614-846-3736 or eve7125@att.net. Thanks for all you 
do! 

~ Eve Herold  

The Prayer Shawl group will 

meet, not on January 1, but on 

Monday, January 8, at 1:00 

p.m. 

Prayer Shawl Group Meeting 

If your New Year’s Resolutions include doing 
something good for someone you have never met--
something that won't cost anything but the joy you 
will receive--consider the Conversation Partner 
Program sponsored by WIN (Worthington Interfaith 
Neighhbors) and run by our  own Tr icia 
Herban.  An information and training session will be 
held Saturday, January 20, 10-11:30 am at All Saints 
Lutheran Church, just up the road on High Street. To 
learn more or to register, contact Tricia at 614-505-
7498 or mtherban3@gmail.com. 

New Year's Resolution 

The 2018 
Confirmation Class 
will begin on 
Wednesday evening, 
February 21st and 
continue through 
Wednesday evening, April 25th. Classes begin at 7 
p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. 

Anyone in the eighth grade or older is welcome to take 
this series of classes.  

Confirmation is the adult continuation and affirmation 
of our baptism. Anyone wanting to learn more about 
the church and our faith may find it interesting. 

The classes will cover a range of subjects, including 
church history, an introduction to the Bible and an 
introduction to the Book of Common Prayer, church 
governance, etc. 

This class is especially good for people who are 
relatively new to The Episcopal Church! People who 
have been confirmed in another denomination are 
highly encouraged to take the classes to learn more 
about our Episcopal traditions! 

Most classes, if not all, will be taught by Fr. Philip.  

Bishop Breidenthal will not be visiting St. John’s this 
year. So, the confirmation class will travel to another 
local Episcopal Church for the actual service of 
confirmation, reception or public reaffirmation of 
baptismal vows.  The location will be announced at a 
later date. 

A sign-up sheet can be found on the information table 
in the Atrium. Or you can call or email Fr. Philip for 
more information: 614-846-5180, Ext. 302, 
PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org. 

mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
mailto:eve7125@att.net
mailto:mtherban3@gmail.com
mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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Adult Formation Programs In January 

Miriam and Don Utter will host the January 6th 
Saturday Supper at 6:30 p.m. Their address is 194 
Sinsbury Drive N, Worthington. The main entrée will 
be lasagna. Please RSVP to miutter@hotmail.com or 
614-436-7427. 

Saturday Supper January 6 

“From its chamber comes the whirlwind, and cold 
from the scattering winds. ….” 
 

Are you happy to have a respite from your garden?  

Do you wish you had a garden?  

Have you downsized to a new home and find you’re 
missing your garden? 

Do you like to play in the dirt? 

New growth in winter?  

Having put the gardens to 
bed for the winter, lay 
weeders are, nonetheless, 
looking toward spring.  
Our wish for spring is that 
you’ll choose to work with 
us this year.  Join us in 
keeping St. John’s garden beds well maintained and 
beautiful. You’ll find fun and friends awaiting, too. 

For the next two months, lay weeders will enjoy the 
respite. 

 

“By the breath of God ice is given, and the broad 
waters are frozen fast.”   Job 37:9-10 

~ Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

Garden Glories 

January 7 Reading Exodus from the Jewish  Perspective will be the focus of Rabbi Daniel Bogard’s 
remarks as we continue our exploration of the second book of the Old Testament. Rabbi Bogard is Rabbi in 
Residence for our diocesan Big Read and he will be coming to join us from Cincinnati. 

January 14 St. John’s is making a Difference in our Community! Find out How from Barb McVicker, 
Betsy Warner and Tricia Herban.  A vital young program offers Worthington residents who are living through 
their own Exodus here as refugees or asylees the opportunity to: connect one-on-one with Americans, learn 
about our culture, develop a friendship and improve their spoken English. Through this program, we are 
proving that a few people can really make a difference without formal training, a rigid commitment or 
significant cost. New relationships become friendships as we get to know each other across cultures. Join us to 
celebrate the Conversation Partner Program and Worthington Interfaith Neighbors (WIN) or contact Tricia 
Herban for more information. 

January 21 Newcomers Reception in Kilbourne Hall between the services. All new members are 
encouraged to attend this informal light meal; as it is an opportunity to chat with volunteer and staff leaders of 
St. John’s. We look forward to getting to know you better! Please respond to this invitation by contacting 
Susie Bonnell at: sjbonnell2011@gmail.com 

January 28 Faithful Protest is one of the ways that each of us can respond to life experiences, be they mere 
rudeness or much more extreme forms of social injustice and disrespect of others. Deacon Deniray Muller and 
Tricia Herban will provide the context for a participatory discussion that may help us refine our personal 
attitudes and define our future actions. 

In an attempt to modernize and brighten the library, 
new carpeting has been purchased and will be installed 
in January. 

The new carpet was selected by The Heritage Design 
Committee (decorating committee) – Karen Kuhr, 
Chair. Additional improvements to the library 
appearance are expected in the next year or two.  

If you have not visited our library recently, please 
“check it out”! Remember also to offer Nancy 
Elkington thanks for all her efforts as our acting parish 
librarian! 

NEW CARPET TO BE INSTALLED IN THE 

LIBRARY 

mailto:miutter@hotmail.com
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The Food Pantries 

Pew Cushions Are Coming!!! 

Many thanks to all the faithful St. John's parishioners who contributed food or monetary 

donations to our Food Pantries in December.  Your donations helped the Gladden and 

Worthington Food Pantries fill Christmas baskets and re-stock their shelves.  Thanks to 

those who collected food at holiday parties and contributed it to one of our local pantries 

- this is such a meaningful way to share the spirit of giving. 

Hunger can suddenly become a dire concern for some families and individuals, due to unemployment, 

unexpected medical bills, high heating bills, and other emergencies. To ensure that food is at the pantries when 

they need it, let's continue the Christmas spirit of giving and share our own blessings with additional donations 

of food and money in the New Year.  Our food donations go straight to the pantry shelves, and both the 

Gladden and Worthington pantries can stretch our dollars even further - a $50 donation could provide 280 

meals or it could cover food deliveries to 50 homebound seniors or disabled persons.  Our Journey to 

Generosity includes helping to feed God's hungry people in our  community. 

In addition to food, the neighbors served at our pantries may also need personal hygiene products, diapers, and 

pet food.  Pet food is not a frivolous request - for some homebound pantry clients, a beloved pet is their only 

companion, and food stamps don't buy pet food, toiletries, diapers, or household products.  Keep your eyes 

open for bargains, or follow these suggestions for January: 

January  7    canned tuna or chicken, laundry detergent 

             14    baked beans, facial tissues 

             21    oatmeal or cereal, deodorant 

             28    chunky soup, diapers         ~ Mary Bailey 

Our new pew cushions are expected to arrive and be installed during the first or 
second week of January. These cushions will be installed in all the pews on the main 
floor and the balcony. The choir, acolytes and clergy will have to do without 
comfortable seating!  

The cushions have been donated to the parish in honor of Letty Belknap – a long-
time member of St. John’s who died in June, 2016. They were given by Letty’s 
children – Tim and Sharon Belknap of Westerville, Holladay (Holly) Bornstad of 
Columbus, and Willi and Vicki Belknap of The Villages, Florida. We thank them for 
their generous donation! 

With the help of the Heritage Design Committee and Vestry, the material was 
selected for the cushions. They will be red, to complement the carpet, with a gold-
tone design, which we have been told is a Celtic symbol. 

We are grateful not only for the life of Letty Belknap, but to the Belknap family for this generous gift that will 
provide an attractive addition to St. John’s as well as comfort to those who attend services. 

~ Father Philip & Linda Weatherholt 

Letty Belknap 
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          Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 

Nathan Medley and Brian Kay: ladies of song 
Sunday, January 28, 3:00 p.m. 

The “compelling countertenor" (LA Times), Nathan Medley, joins forces 

with lutenist, Brian Kay of Hesperus and Apollo's Fire for an afternoon 

exploring female archetypes of the renaissance and baroque eras. Some 

of you may recall Nathan’s outstanding performance with the early 

music group Echoing Air on our series two years ago. Join in the perfect 

melding of the countertenor voice type and the lute and discover the 

'Ladies of Song'. 

 
Choir Schedule 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The adult choir is a super fun group of people 

and is open to anyone high school aged or older who can read music. 

Even though the chancel looks full, we are always excited to add new singers!  

 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, March 18, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent (prelude begins at 4:45) 
 

Sunday, April 22, 3:00 p.m. – Nicole Simental, organ (Music Series Concert) 

                                                 first prize winner, iv international goedicke organ competition 

 

Children’s Choir on Sunday morning 
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The Formation Eucharist 

Something for Everyone.  Including You! 

There’s building excitement about the Formation Eucharist!  People have been coming forward to ask to help 
with the planning.  Someone who attends the 11:15 service asked me if we could hold the Formation Eucharist 
during that service, too.  (My answers, in brief, were: most of the planning has been done, but we’ll need 
people to help us evaluate and make changes; and, let’s see how the 9:00 Formation Eucharists go before 
seeking approval to expand it to other services).  All in all, it’s very gratifying to know that the idea is catching 
on! 

It seems that we were right when we guessed that many people don’t know why we do what we do when we 
worship, and that they want to know.  The Episcopal liturgy is a big and beautiful thing, with many intricate 
parts and whole hosts of spiritualities, histories, and theological thoughts behind it.  We won’t be able to teach 
everything all at once, so we’re planning to focus each service on a specific teaching, while making sure that 
there are plenty of notes in the bulletin to fill in the gaps.  The schedule for the beginning of 2018 is as 
follows: 

- The Psalms (January 14th) 

- The Gospel (February 11th) 

- Confession & Absolution (March 11th) 

- The Passing of the Peace (April 8th) 

- The Eucharist (May 13th) 

Are there things you want to know about that aren’t covered in this list? Please let us know, and we’ll make 
them part of our focus in the Autumn.  And if you’d like to join the planning and evaluation team, please let us 
know that as well. 

~ The Rev. Karl Stevens 

Once again, Del and 
Sharon Lothes have 
donated a very special 
gift to St. John’s! 

In late December, 
2107, we received a 
donation of $38,200! 

This donation is 
unrestricted which 
means the Vestry may 
use the funds as 
necessary. Thank you, Del and Sharon!    

If you might be considering offering a special gift to 
St. John’s, please speak to Fr. Philip.  

ST. JOHN’S RECEIVES A SPECIAL GIFT 

In case you might be consider offering a special gift 
to the parish, please speak to Fr. Philip. 

All major gifts to the parish must be approved by the 
Rector and the Vestry. Gifts given without restriction 
are preferred. This allows the Vestry to direct the 
funds where they are most needed. 

Donors of special gifts may remain anonymous on 
request. 

Thank you for all your contributions of time and 
talents to St. John’s! 

~ Fr. Philip  

A NOTE ABOUT SPECIAL GIFTS 

Del and Sharon Lothes 
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Early Ed News 

Another successful pajama drive. Thank you to the 
congregation for helping with this worthy cause. 

We want to thank everyone for all of the pajamas that were 

donated to needy children in Columbus via the preschool. 

We collected well over 95 PJ’s and over 20 books! 

Our young 3’s class began in January, and this year we have 

2 classes! It is always so dear to see such little ones coming 

into their first school experience with us; so apprehensive 

and tentative, and watch them blossom and grow. Our 

teachers work especially hard to provide a trusting 

environment where children are comfortable and welcome. 

This experience will set the tone for their future education 

and so we take great care to set a positive example. The 

teacher to child ratio is 2 teachers per 12 children which 

enables more individualized attention for each child.  

This is typically the time of year that we receive many calls from parents of pre-school age children who are 

trying to decide where to enroll. We are finding out that many parents are finding us on our web site and 

apply without even visiting! We do encourage parents to visit and see what is going on in the classrooms. Our 

teachers are our best asset and when parents visit and see the classroom, many fill out the enrollment form at 

the time of their visit.  

We began accepting applications on January 5 from families currently enrolled at St. John’s EEC for the 2018

-19 school year. St. John’s parish families are considered current families so you may enroll starting January 

4. On January 16 we will open the enrollment up for all families in the area. If you know of a family who may 

be interested in our program, please encourage them to visit us at www.sjpreschool.com, or call 885-2315 for 

a personal tour by the director, Cathy Wahoff. 

Christmas Giving for Kilbourne Middle School 

Gifts for the families were 

delivered to Kilbourne Middle 

School on Thursday, 

December 14. 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
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During November, the Adult Formation Committee underwent a transition to a new chair.  Deep thanks go out 
to Margaret Allen for leading this group with energy, enthusiasm, and good humor for the last several years.  
The new chair is Nancy Elkington.  The full committee meets every 2nd Tuesday from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
New members are actively sought – please get in touch! 

We are now embarking on a year-long voyage of exploration with the hope that we will be able to 
successfully develop the leadership, structure, and practical delivery elements of a strong and effective adult 
formation program both within and outside the parish.  Our intention is to expand the scope and focus of the 
Adult Formation Committee so that we may embrace a wider range of adult formation opportunities.  Along 
the way, we will:  

▪ Reflect on the purpose, design, and delivery of all current and on-hiatus Adult Formation activities, 
strengthening support to and/or reviving them wherever necessary and feasible.  

▪ Maintain a current and accurate presence on the website, in Crossroads, and in the Bulletin.  

▪ Celebrate and build on the multi-year success of the Sunday Adult Forum series (Tricia Herban) and the 
Annual Women’s Retreat (Donna Hissrich).  

▪ Orient and promote the Parish Library more effectively as a foundational resource in the formation of 
children, youth, and adults.    

▪ Capitalize on the positive parish and community responses to the September Reformation Workshop by 
developing an ongoing and outward-facing seminar/lecture/ speaker series.  

▪ Build up expertise in and plan for ways of taking advantage of digital technology as a delivery method for 
eFormation programming.  

 
Current members of the Adult Formation Committee:  

Nancy Elkington (chair), Margaret Allen (coordinator, Parish Library), Kim Basso (co-coordinator, Grief and 
Caregivers Support Group), Amy Beebe (Vestry Liaison), Tricia Herban (coordinator, Sunday Adult Forum), 
Donna Hissrich (coordinator, Annual Women’s Retreat), Deacon Deniray Mueller (Clergy Liaison), Karen 
Peeler (member),  Miriam Utter (member), Nancy Woodson (co-coordinator, Grief and Caregivers Support 
Group), Bostwick Wyman (member).  

St. John’s Adult Formation Committee 

Leidheiser-Stoddard family, 2010 Leidheiser-Stoddard family, 2013 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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‘Tis the season . . . 

For many people – especially children – the Christmas holidays are a time of joy 
and even magic! Joyful reunions with families and friends, boisterous laughter, 
tables groaning with goodies, and gifts shared abound for many – all with a sense 
of gratitude. For those most mindful of the reason we celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
there is a renewed hope for peace on earth and humble thankfulness for God 
taking human form to show us the way to happy and meaningful lives. It is a time 
of prayers and promises to love more, give more, serve more, and to work 
consciously for the well-being of our fellow man. 

However, for some people – many more than you may think - the holiday season 
is anything but joyous, but rather something to ‘get through’ and endure. The days are not merry and bright, and a 
sense of isolation, sadness, and depression underlie valiant attempts to be festive.  

Remember: the holidays are here—and for some - they can hurt! 

Loss of loved ones, feelings of failure over families or careers, health problems, financial troubles can fester into 
gloom under the light of Christmas trees and merry-making. Compelled to feel happy and upbeat, these folks feel 
even more guilt because they are not.  

So, if you are hurting this holiday season … 

Let it hurt. Allow pain to come fully without alteration. Life is difficult and you are not OK, and you shouldn’t 
waste precious time and energy to pretend that it isn’t so. Let grief and sadness be there; be authentic to yourself. 
It's OK to take time to cry or express your feelings. Tears help to wash away the deep pain of loss. 

Don’t hide your pain. Give people close to you the most authentic version of yourself as you are able to give. 
Allow people who love you to help you through this season. Let them see you, not some sanitized, edited version 
you think they expect. You can't force yourself to be happy just because it's the holiday season. If you feel lonely or 
isolated, seek out community, religious or other social events that support your feelings. They can offer support and 
companionship. Volunteering your time to help others is also a good way to lift your spirits and broaden your 
friendships. 

Don’t be fooled by the calendar. The holidays are just a series of days, even though the trappings may make you 
feel otherwise. Release yourself from the expectation to have some magical Christmas conversion like George 
Bailey, in  It’s A Wonderful Life. If this season finds you less than alright, stay true to yourself and your authentic 
feelings, and realize “this too shall pass”. 

Don’t sabotage yourself. Don’t try to convince yourself that you ‘must’ be happy during the holidays. Since you’re 
the only one who truly knows the depth and scope of your sadness, don’t beat yourself up; don’t be complicit in 
your own guilt trip. Go easy on yourself. Don't let the holidays become a free-for-all. Overindulgence only adds to 
your stress and guilt. 

Give yourself permission to do what you need. Make some time for yourself. There are times and places during 
the holidays where the hurt is too much to handle; certain gatherings, parties, people, activities. Don’t feel as 
though you need to do all, or any of it! Balance your need to protect your emotions; there is nothing wrong with 
avoiding negative situations. Saying yes when you should say no can leave you feeling resentful and overwhelmed. 

Embrace this holiday season as-is. There is still goodness to be welcomed and blessing to be claimed this holiday 
season, even in the pain. There will be holidays in the future when you will feel stronger and lighter; allow yourself 
to accept whatever gifts this holiday has for you. 

Remember, Jesus was born for you. Jesus’ message of love, forgiveness and salvation is yours, even if you cannot 
fully feel it this holiday! His message reminds us every day that loss, grief, estrangement and guilt are all part of the 
human experience. When you can, reach out to others, forgive, let go, and know that the birth of the child we 
celebrate is also the birth of understanding, acceptance, and eternal life – and in your deepest sorrow, perhaps this 
can be, for you, a light of joy and peace. 

And above all, friend, know that it’s OK to be blue this holiday season. 

It really is. 

~ Deacon Deniray Mueller 

Thoughts for a Blue Christmas 
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In Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 we read: 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven:  
a time to be born, and a time to die;  
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
a time to kill, and a time to heal;  
a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;  
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together;  
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 

embracing;  
a time to seek, and a time to lose;  
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;  
a time to tear, and a time to sew;  
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  
a time to love, and a time to hate;  
a time for war, and a time for peace.  

It appears that God has ordained a time for everything, from big important things like birth and death, or war 
and peace, to the smaller, seemingly less important things like dancing, sewing, and laughing.  But how often 
do we say “I don’t have time for that” or “There aren’t enough hours in the day”?  When we pray for our 
fellow parishioners on their birthdays, we pray “O God, our times are in your hand,” which comes from Psalm 
31:15.  If God has ordained a time for everything, and if our times are in God’s hands, I suspect that also 
means that we DO “have time for that” and we DO have enough hours in each day.  If we are feeling stressed 
about time, then maybe we need to become better stewards of our time.  Stewardship educator Steve Ganger 
has written, “God gives time to us with certain expectations of how we’ll use it.  However, our free will allows 
us to do whatever we want with it – good or bad.  We can cherish time, but we can also neglect it.  We can 
hoard our time, but we can also share it.  We can invest our time, but we can also squander it. Whatever we 
decide to do though, we need to know we are accountable to God for it.” 

In this new year, as we go through each day, whether at home, at work, at school, or wherever, let’s remember 
to use some of our time in caring for someone who is hurting, listening to someone who needs to talk, 
embracing someone who needs a hug, laughing with a friend, loving our neighbors and our co-workers and 
those dear to us, rejoicing in God’s creation.  Let’s also use some of our time in casting away anger, seeking 
peace and understanding, breaking down barriers, and building up God’s kingdom.  If we start feeling like we 
“don’t have time for that,” we can use this prayer to ask God to show us how to be better stewards of the time 
we are given each day: 

“God, there is a time for everything.  Thank you for all the days, hours and minutes you have given me. Help 
me to put my time in your hands, and show me how to use it wisely. Amen.”  

~ Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship of Time 
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  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  
     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge Contributions   380,413 350,041           (30,372)  

Other Plate Contributions     21,923  37,247            15,324   
Other Revenue     32,687  40,108              7,421  

Total Operating Revenue   435,023 427,396             (7,627)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  318,912 321,090               2,178  

Diocesan Expense    75,017   69,410              (5,607)  

Other Administrative Expenses    20,848   15,039              (5,809)  

Building & Grounds Expenses  122,749 108,124            (14,625)  

Committee Expenses    44,280   31,891            (12,389)  

Total Operating Expenses  581,806 545,554            (36,252)  

Operating Cash Flow (146,783) (118,158)             28,625  

Financial Recap:     
At the end of November, our pledge contributions were under budget by $30,400; our other 
plate contributions (which consists primarily of contributions from non-pledging members and 
prepaid pledges) were $15,300 above budget; and our total revenues were under budget by 
$7,600. In total, our operating expenses were under budget by $36,300 which, in combination 
with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of $118,200 for the year so far.  As a result 
of both the negative cash flow and the timing of the cash flow during the period, we have 
needed $115,000 to cover this deficit.   On the bright side, the church received special gifts 
from several parishioners in 2016 and 2017 totaling $119,100, which the Vestry has decided to 
apply to the 2017 expected deficit.  Therefore, no funds have been needed from our 
investments.  Again, a big thank you for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact 
and allow us to preserve the funds in our investments! 
  
  

 

  

Financial Summary for the Eleven Months Ended November 30, 2017 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 
meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee 

meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of 
the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 

  

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special 
events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 
846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the 
actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Tuesday, January 2nd    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room 

Wednesday, January 3rd  12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich  

Saturday, January 6th     6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 

Sunday, January 7th    10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 

Sunday, January 7th    5:00 PM – Celtic Worship, Atrium 

Monday, January 8th     1:00 PM – Prayers Shawl Knitting Group, Atrium 

Tuesday, January 9th    4:00 PM – Adult Education Committee, Conference Room  

Thursday, January 11th     5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 

Tuesday, January 16th     7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 

Tuesday, January 16th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 
    http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Saturday, January 20th    9:00 AM – Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Atrium 

Sunday, January 21st  10:20 AM – Newcomers Reception, Kilbourne Hall 

Monday, January 22nd    1:00 PM – Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 

Monday, January 22nd    6:00 PM – Drug Safe Worthington at Worth. Kilbourne High School  

Tuesday, January 23rd    7:00 PM – Worship Committee, Conference Room 

Wednesday, January 24th   6:00 PM – Singles Dining Out, Off Campus 

Thursday, January 25th    1:30 PM – Pastoral Care, Conference Room 

Thursday, January 25th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Sunday, January 28th   NEWCOMER TOURS AFTER BOTH SERVICES 

Sunday, January 28th    3:00 PM – Music Series Concert, Nave 
 
FEBRUARY 
Saturday, February 3rd  6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 
 
MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of December 
 

Sunday 
  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave  
10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children, Youth & Adults  
11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave  
 

Wednesday 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

      7:00 PM Exodus Bible Study Group, Atrium 
 

Thursday 
       7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

Mark Your Calendars 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 
25.  

Please mark your calendars!  

 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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January Birthdays 

Carol Radkiewicz Jan. 3 

David Talbot  Jan. 5 

Parker Ryckman Jan. 5 

Rich Rastetter   Jan. 6 

Nneoma Anaba Jan. 11 

Shari Schwartz  Jan. 12 

Barb Rogers  Jan. 12 

Scarlett Reel  Jan. 12 

Miriam Utter   Jan. 13 

Lenore Holbrook Jan. 14 

Juliana Pascoe  Jan. 14 

Ellen Hitch   Jan. 17 

Rob Thurman   Jan. 17 

Calder Nemeth Jan. 20 

Leigh Thurman Jan. 21 

Fran Compton  Jan. 23 

Monroe Welborne Jan. 23 

Kristen Begg   Jan. 24 

Marley Nemeth Jan. 24 

Nadine Wise  Jan. 26 

Nancy Woodson Jan. 27 

Lorey Roggenkamp  Jan. 27 

Melissa Alexander Jan. 28 

Kim Fuller  Jan. 28 

Leslie Heckert  Jan. 28 

Emerson Begg  Jan. 28 

Dick Martin    Jan. 30 

Zoe Look  Jan. 31 

Happy Birthday to you! 

One of the cartelami created and used for the Christmas Pageant, 2017. 


