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Dear Friends, 
 

I write this shortly before Thanksgiving.  There is a sense of slowing down in the 
air...an anticipation of a quiet and relaxed day or two with one of our daughters 
and her family but a week or so away...a time with family and friends to linger 
over a joyous meal...to revel in traditions handed down from one generation to 
the next.  Yet you will receive this edition of The Crossroads only a bit after 
Thanksgiving...not long after that day we are told is the busiest shopping day of 
the year.  Reflecting upon that fact does little to enhance my sense of slowing 
down.  In fact, it leaves me with a sense that, before long, a large and ravenous 
beast will have emerged from his lair and, yet again, will do all in his power to 
devour every waking minute I have in the next four or five weeks.  He will 
devour them through his tried and true means of chasing me from one store to 
another...from one social event to 
another.  He will devour them by 
filling me with worry that 
everything won't get done.  He 
will devour them by putting my 
heart and mind into such a state of 
uproar that I will forget the 
moment and rush headlong to the 
next.  He will do all this if I let 
him...and, I suspect, he will do the 
same to you...if you let him. 
 

He is a beast who is given free rein if, and only if, you and I forget what it is we 
are truly to be about these next weeks.  We are, indeed, to be about the matter of 
preparation...but it is a preparation the beast would try to trick us into believing 
isn't important.  It is quiet preparation for the arrival of a king...a king who 
comes wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger...a king who asks 
only that our hearts prepare room for him.  No amount of rushing about or fretful 
worrying will cause such preparation to be made...rather, only the quiet offered 
us in prayer, reflection and being still will afford it. 
 

I pray that each of us will make such time in the coming weeks.  I pray that we 
will arrive at the great feast which crowns this season of preparation...not having 
been devoured by the beast of frenetic activity...but, rather, 
prepared to receive our king…and, perhaps, if ever so quietly 
in the distance, able to hear the angels sing. 
 

A blessed Advent and a joyous Christmastide to each of you. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

Bob+ 
 

The Reverend Robert L. Ficks III 
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Adult Formation Programs In December 

Dec. 3  Cartelami – An Intergenerational Workshop introducing this traditional Italian liturgical art form. 
Join St. John’s youth in making life sized cardboard cut outs which will be used in the Christmas Pageant on 
December 24th! Fr. Karl will lead us in this project. 

Dec. 10  Sacred W ords and Music – Nancy Elkington 

Dec. 17  Cartelami – The History and Use of Drama in the Italian Church. St. John’s parishioner and Arts 
and Humanities Distinguished Profession of Religion at OSU, Sarah Iles Johnston, will explain the historical 
customs associated with Cartelami as an instrument of Catholic faith practice during the Baroque period in 
Italy. 

Dec. 24 and 31  There will be no Adult Formation—Happy Holidays! 

~ Tricia Herban 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Watch for more details in the Sunday announcements! 
 

SUNDAY MORNING, December 24 – The fourth Sunday of Advent. 

One service only at 10:00 a.m.  Holy Euchar ist, no music. 

No children’s church. No Christian education for adults or children. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE, December 24 

4:00 p.m.  Children’s Pageant with Holy Eucharist 

7:00 p.m.  Festive Holy Euchar ist  

9:30 p.m.  Festive Holy Euchar ist with choral prelude  

beginning at 9:00 p.m. 

Special music during communion at 7:00 and 9:30,  

Phil Smith, Classical Guitar. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY, December 25 

One service at 10:00 a.m. Holy Euchar ist with organ and hymns 
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Celtic Service December 3 With Communion Father Philip to be  

Out of the Office 

Fr. Philip will be out of the office from 
Monday, November 27 until Tuesday, 

December 12.  

For emergency pastoral care, please 
contact Mother Maggie or call the 
church office (614-846-5180 or 

MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org). 

Please join us in the atrium on December 3rd at 5 
pm for a lay-led Advent Celtic Service.  This is 
the month of waiting for the winter solstice, the 
darkest time of the year, and the birth of Jesus, 
bringing Light into the World.  We use the Order 
of Service found in the Iona Worship book and 
include music and meditation, prayers and 
readings.  Mother Maggie will join us to 
celebrate the Advent Season with Communion.  The service is 
followed by a time of hospitality and fellowship. We welcome all 
St. John’s parishioners and friends from outside our church family 
to join us on December 3rd as we wait together for the darkness and 
the light.  Enter through the atrium doors any time after 4:30. 
 

~ The Celtic Fellowship 

I love the Season of Advent.  I could list many reasons why, but this year I’m especially 
excited by the counter-cultural opportunity Advent offers us – inviting us to ground 
ourselves in mindful preparation for the Incarnation, and through that mindfulness, to 
resist the narrative of URGENCY and ANXIETY and BUSY-NESS.  This spiritual 
resistance is challenging for me, and I know I’m not alone. 

Why do we accept and even promote this helter-skelter RUSH TO CHRISTMAS 
experience of Advent?  Maybe one reason we fall into this trap so easily is that we don't 
like waiting.  We aren't comfortable being expectant (which is, undoubtedly, a good and 
holy way to be, awaiting and preparing for the coming of the Messiah).  We want what 
we want, darn it, and we want it NOW! 

I'm experiencing this Advent tinged with some personal uncertainty -- about the end of 
my Diocesan Residency placement here at St. John’s, about my next steps in ministry, about my family's 
unknown future.  The quick summary is this: my position here is funded through the end of September 2018, 
but the Diocese will release me earlier if the right call materializes.  I have started putting myself out there, so 
to speak, and I’ve done a handful of interviews with Search Committees, both here and in other dioceses.  This 
process may take a couple months, or a couple years, and so I know that I will be leaving this blessed place 
and crossing a threshold soon, but I cannot say when or where or how it will be.  

Uncertainty, anticipation, even some frustration… that’s where I’m living this Advent.  And I’m really trying 
to look to Blessed Mother Mary, and channel a tiny bit of her courageous peace – calmly waiting, mindfully 
preparing, joyfully resolving to serve God as best she could in a way she never expected. I'm not getting it 
right, of course, but I do believe the effort matters.  When facing the unknown, perspective and focus and 
grounding matter. 

I love you, the people of St. John’s, and I am exceedingly grateful to be walking through Advent with you one 
last time.  Yes, it makes me sad to write those words; but I know that God has great things in store for us all. 

I have a tendency to become fixated on certain Scripture passages from time to time – I’ll read something in 
the course of my daily prayers and have the feeling that God is giving me a ‘North Star’ to grasp onto and 
follow.  The ‘North Star’ that has guided my way these past few weeks is Deuteronomy 31:8: 
“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged.” 

May we walk through this Advent together grounded in the knowledge of God’s moving, living and unending 
presence with us.  And whenever we forget, let us remind each other.  Amen. 

A Note from Mother Maggie 
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When you travel to a new place, what do you 
do? In the “old days” you asked someone for 
directions, got out a map, or went to AAA; 
now, you probably Google the directions or 
plug the address into your trusty GPS.  At St. 
John’s we offer a personalized GPS – a TOUR 
which will, in a few minutes, introduce you to 
places you may not have discovered yet– the 
bathrooms, the kitchen, the location of the 
community dinners and pancake suppers, or the 
elevator. Do please join us after either service 
on Sunday, December 17th.   We will meet at 
the back of the church.     

~Susie Bonnell 

In the course of year-end tax planning, you may find yourself 
considering special one-time donations. Online giving makes 
this possible even in the final weeks of the year. As you 
contemplate year-end gifts, please keep St. John’s in mind. Just 
click the Online Giving link in the bottom right-hand corner of 
the St. John’s website at www.stjohnsworthington.org to get started. The link will redirect you to a secure 
website that provides options of paying directly from your checking or savings account or from any major 
credit card. You can proceed directly to the online giving page, or you can first view a slideshow to familiarize 
you with how to set up your online giving. You can enter a one-time or recurring gift to support normal 
operations (General Pledge), or you may wish to make a gift to a special category such as the Rector's 
Discretionary Fund or the All Saints fund to honor a special person or event in your life. 

~ Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

Online Giving is Great for Year End Gifts to the Church 

Church Office to be Closed 
The church office will be closed on 

Monday, December 25 and Tuesday, 
December 26, in observance of the 
Christmas holiday. 

Guided Tours of St. John’s 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org
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Advent is a time for preparing ourselves to receive God's 
miraculous gift to us, His Son Jesus.  We may lose our focus on 
God's great gift if we get sidetracked by the frenzy of the 
season, with all the shopping, baking, cleaning, decorating, 
wrapping, and traveling.   Let's remember to make room in our 
hearts for Jesus, and also make room for those of God's 
children who need a helping hand at Christmas.  God led Mary 
and Joseph on a journey to Bethlehem, and God is leading us 
on a Journey to Generosity.  One way we respond to God's 
greatest gift to us is by giving gifts to others and serving as 
Christ's eyes and hands and feet in the world.  As our hearts 
swell with thanks and joy and love, may we reach out with 
joyful and generous sharing in our December contributions to 
our two Food Pantries. When we share our gifts, we are sharing 
the love of Immanuel, God with us.  

 This Advent, please consider augmenting your regular Food Pantry donations with an extra "Christmas 
Dinner" donation each week.  Both the Worthington Food Pantry and Gladden Community House will 
prepare Christmas dinner baskets for selected families, and the number of Christmas baskets needed is likely to 
exceed 500. YOU CAN HELP make these baskets possible with your contributions of canned fruit, canned 
corn, green beans, sweet potatoes, stuffing mix, spices (sage, nutmeg, thyme),  gravy, chicken broth, cornbread 
or hot roll mix, cranberry sauce, canned pumpkin or other pie filling, evaporated milk, pie crust mix or pie 
shells, nuts, mashed potato mix, gingerbread mix, Christmas cookies or candy.  Even things like turkey 
cooking bags, aluminum foil, and freezer bags are helpful. 

 If you will be hosting a party during the holidays, consider inviting your guests to bring a Food Pantry 
donation to the party. 

 A turkey or ham and some perishable items will need to be purchased for each of the Christmas baskets, so 
monetary donations or grocery gift cards are also gratefully received and wisely spent. Every dollar donated 
can result in $10 worth of groceries.  Please make your check payable to the pantry of your choice, 
"Worthington Resource Pantry" or "Gladden Food Pantry," and place it in the offering plate at church or mail a 
check directly to Worthington Resource Pantry, PO Box 27, Worthington OH 43085 or Gladden Food Pantry, 
318 S. Glenwood Ave, Columbus OH 43223.  

You will enjoy your own Christmas celebration more when you know you have helped others enjoy a special 

Christmas dinner too. Let's fill the baskets in the back of the church and the atrium to OVERFLOWING!! 

  December 3     canned fruit in juice, dish detergent & Christmas dinner items 

                  10    canned diced tomatoes, toothpaste & Christmas dinner items 

                  17   beef stew, bar soap & Christmas dinner items 

                  24   Bisquick & deodorant 

                  31    baby food or formula & diapers (size 4-5-6) 

~ Mary Bailey 

The Food Pantries 
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Kilbourne Middle School Principal 

Jim Gaskill and the school counselor 

Melissa Gordon,  at a Giving Tree 

presentation during Adult Education. 

All Saints Baptism at St. John’s—Congratulations! 

Bill and Kat Dotzauer  

With Caroline and Henry 

Eddie and Lindsey Pauline  

With Estella 

Josh Cristina & Pamela Musch 

With Isaac 

Nadine Wise & Matt Holbrook 

With Lenore and Lewis 

Jonathan Schlarb & Lauren Roggenkamp 

With Sadie 
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Blessing of the Birthday Bags 

For the Worthington Resource Pantry. 

Consecration Sunday Breakfast 

Some Diocesan Convention  

participants from St. John’s 

Around and About St. John’s 
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          Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 

Garden Glories 

The choir with clinician Ryan Keeling at their annual choral workshop (November 2017). 

Photo by Sara Seidel. 

“Almighty God, we thank you for making the earth fruitful, …” 
 

Figs! Peaches! Winterberries! Herbs! And Walnuts?  Blessed with an abundance of fruiting plants this year, the 
Lay Weeders have found themselves wishing the walnut trees had been a little less generous.  They are MOST 
THANKFUL to have had the help of the Sunday School girls and boys, who collected three tall lawn bags of 
walnuts in a l.e.n.g.t.h.y five minutes one Sunday. Throughout the season, the abundance of walnuts has added 
up to at least 30 bags of this most proliferous “fruit.”  Sometimes after collecting walnuts, Lay Weeders have 
treated themselves to the delicious figs growing in the Bible Garden. 
 

HELP NEEDED!  Short-handed this fall, we will welcome any help putting the gardens to bed for the winter.   
SATURDAY, November 25th, 1:00-3:00.  Work off that turkey dinner in the gardens!   
SATURDAY, December 9th, 1:00-3:00.  Get in the spirit of Christmas, putting the gardens down for a long 
winter’s nap.  
                                        “…so that it might produce what is needed for life.”  BCP, p. 824 

 Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 
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Children & Youth Formation 

Play along with the All Saints Scavenger Hunt! 

Q: What job does David have when 
Samuel makes him king? 

A: A shepherd. 

Q: What does anointing 
mean?  What does one use for 
anointing? 

A: Anointing means marking 
someone's head with oil. 

Q: What town is David from? 

A: Bethlehem. 

Q: What does Aaron's staff turn into 
when he throws it down in front of 
Pharaoh? 

A: A snake. 

Q: What can Pharaoh's magicians do that 
Moses can also do? 

A: Turn their staffs into snakes, turn the 
waters of the Nile into blood, the plague 
of frogs. 

Q: Which is the first plague that Moses 
and Aaron can do, but the magicians 
can't? 

A: The plague of gnats. 

Q: What is the name of the angel 
who talks to Mary? 

A: Gabriel. 

Q: Who is Mary betrothed to, and 
what does "betrothed" mean? 

A: Joseph, and it means that she's 
engaged to marry him. 

Q: How old was Mary when the 
Angel Gabriel told her that she'd 
become Jesus's mother? 

A: Between 12 and 14 years of age. 
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The Newcomers Committee will host a reception on 
January 21st to welcome visitors and newcomers. It 
will be held immediately following the 9:00 service in 
Kilbourne Hall (approximately 10:25).   Brunch will be 
served.  We hope you will take this opportunity to meet 
members of the church staff, parishioners, and others 
new to St. John’s. It is a great way to learn more about 
St. John’s and its ministries.  If you are interested in 
attending on January 21st, please contact Susie Bonnell 
at 614-438-5259 or sjbonnell2011@gmail.com.    

~ Susie Bonnell 

Visitors and Newcomers  
Reception on January 21st 

The Exodus Bible study group meets each 
Wednesday evening from 7 - 8 pm, in the Atrium. 
We are reading Exodus by chapters in order, 
discussing our thoughts on what is written and how it 
might apply to us in today's world. Father Karl leads 
the discussion and helps us to understand some of the 
nuances we might otherwise miss. Our discussions 
tend to be lively and friendly, with each of us 
contributing from our own lives and religious 
backgrounds. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

~ Margaret Allen 

Many members of Saint John’s have heard that a 
group of parishioners and clergy have been working 
diligently for the last four months to craft a liturgy to 
be used once a month at the 9.00am service…a liturgy 
slightly different for the one in use currently. Some 
folks have expressed excitement about this. Some 
others have expressed concern. We write to seek to 
bring you a deeper understanding regarding “what is 
going on.” 

What the purposes of the Formation Eucharist are 
not. 

The Formation Eucharist is not designed to: 

 Make you uncomfortable. 

 Do away with (or alter much at all) the form of the 
liturgy which you are familiar.with. 

 Be a noisy, disruptive, or irreverent time of 
worship. 

 Have as its only consistent element that of 
surprise. 

What the purposes of the Formation Eucharist are. 

The Formation Eucharist is designed to: 

 Provide a comfortable context within which those 
of various ages might worship together; learn 
together; and come to appreciate more deeply the 
heritage and meaning of the worship of the 
Episcopal Church. 

 Allow everyone present to examine his or her 
understandings of why we do what we do at 

worship and what that might mean for us as we 
make our Christian journeys. 

 Enrich our shared life in Christ at Saint John’s and 
in the wider world. 

What the Formation Eucharist asks of you. 

The Formation Eucharist asks: 

 That you come and participate. 

 That you come with an open mind and a 
willingness to smile. 

 That you put aside notions of how things “must” 
be done and reckon that there are times it is 
appropriate to examine how and why we do things 
in order that our deepening understanding allows 
us to hold them even more dearly. 

 That you acknowledge 1) that God put the wiggle 
in children; 2) that it was our Lord who said that, 
“Unless you become like children, you shall not 
enter the Kingdom;” and 3) that, for Saint John’s 
to grow and continue to fulfill God’s mission for 
her, we must nourish the coming generations in 
their love of the liturgy for which we already so 
care and from which we take nourishment for our 
journeys. 

 And finally, that you join us in worshipping when 
we try our hand at this “new thing” for the first 
time at 9.00am on January 14, 2018. 

~ Brought to you by Philip, Maggie, Karl, Bob, 
Deniray, and Sara 

The Formation Eucharist 

Something for Everyone.  Including You! 

mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
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What Journey to Generosity Means to Me 

Helen and I get asked often why we go to church in Worthington when we live in 
Granville, some 30 miles from our home. We pass by 3 or 4 Episcopal Churches on 
the way to St. John’s and countless other churches of various denominations. It’s a 
good question. 

We were first attracted to St. John’s by the music program. We have sung with 
previous church choirs as well as larger choruses in Austin, so we were looking for 

an Episcopal Church (we have been Episcopalians for 50+ years) with a good music program. 
What we found here was a superb music program—challenging music performed at a very high level. As we 
began to attend and learn more about this church—especially its inclusiveness and outreach programs—we 
were hooked.   

A rector told me once that people tithe or work toward a tithe because they want to. They want to because they 
have endorsed and taken personal ownership of the vision, ministry, mission and community of their parish.  I 
think he was restating 2 Corinthians 9:7 where Paul states “each should give what he has decided in his heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

My understanding of stewardship, then, is that it begins with the church’s vision, mission and ministry. It also 
involves community. Those are well defined and communicated at St. John’s, and I was surprised to learn that 
there are approximately 100 mission and ministry opportunities at our parish.  

I hope you will join me on this Journey to Generosity, this year’s stewardship theme, and reflect on what St. 
John’s has meant to you personally, as well as the many good works St. John’s does outside of our walls in this 
community.             ~ Bob Hays 

Bob Hays 

Look for the Gingerbread Village in the Atrium!! The 
gingerbread cookie cutouts contain gift wishes from 
some students at Kilbourne Middle School and their 
siblings.  Please take some cutouts and help bring 
Christmas to our neighbors this year!  In addition to 
taking the cutouts please pick up an information sheet 
from the table in the Atrium with the details about 
shopping and returning the gifts to us. If you prefer not 
to shop, we can shop for you. If you want to donate gift 
cards to places like Walmart, Target, or Kohl’s by 
December 10. Please put the gift cards in the weekly 
collection plate. Thank you in advance for helping 
some very needy families make this year a very special 
Christmas!   

~ The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 

(Chair, Andrew Nelson, andrewjn77@gmail.com) 

 

See picture of Kilbourne Middle School Principal and 

Counselor presenting to Adult Ed on page 6. 

Annual Christmas Giving Project Kicks Off! 



 

12 

Journey to Generosity - Pledge Update and Online Giving Clarification 

Early Ed News 

Our Thanksgiving feasts were a huge success and we are into December activities. Although the month is a 
short school one, our days are full of painting, singing and lots of laughter. The teachers have been preparing 
for the children to travel around the world to see how others celebrate the Holidays. Passports are issued for 
each child to travel and stop at many places around the school making crafts, listening to stories, playing 
games and singing with Music Lady Becky. The children will get their passports stamped at each stop along 
the way.  

We are collecting Pajamas again this year for children.  There is a collection bin in the Atrium if you would 
like to donate.  We started collecting after Thanksgiving and continue to do so until December 7th.  Last year 
many of our pajamas were sent to the Homeless Family Foundation right here in Columbus.  Any size is fine 
and if you would like to also donate a book for reading at bedtime that would be a wonderful addition. 

We have a few spots available in our young 3’s class which will start in January. Families of children who are 
too young for our other classrooms but have a birthday before January 30th and are potty trained are 
encouraged to apply. Applications are available at the school office or on our web site www.sjpreschool.com. 

From all of the teachers, staff and children at St. John’s Early Education Center, we wish you a blessed 
Christmas and an abundantly happy 2018. 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director  

In this season of Advent, our celebration of Consecration Sunday on October 29 may be 'old 
news,' but the mission and ministries of St. John’s will keep thriving in 2018 thanks to our 
financial offerings and all the ways we offer our time and talent as we continue our Journey to 
Generosity throughout the new year .  By mid-November, a total of 119 pledges for 2018 had 
been received, including 15 new commitments and 46 who took a step forward in their giving, 
yielding a total of ~$380,000 so far.  Thank You to all who have submitted their pledge 
already!  Based on the pledges received up to now, the Vestry, the Finance Committee and Father Philip have 
been working hard to build a responsible budget for 2018. They will have some challenging decisions to 
make, so we want to give them reliable information that will enable them to be good stewards of our 
offerings.  Please help by filling out your pledge form and turning it in as soon as possible. If you did not 
receive a pledge form or have misplaced it, please pick one up from the table in the atrium or fill out a pledge 
form online at www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/.  As we celebrate Christ's birth this 
month, let us remember that Immanuel is God with us, bringing light to the darkness of our world and 
traveling with each of us on our Journey to Generosity.  Together we can help to build God's Kingdom by 
sharing our gifts and talents, and serving others as Christ's hands and feet in the world. 

Please note that if you filled out the pledge form online 
AND/OR if you utilize online giving to pay your pledge, 
those two web pages are not connected and they do NOT talk 
to each other!  If you filled out the pledge form online to 
indicate an increase (or decrease) in your pledge for 2018, 

please remember to also go online to www.stjohnsworthington.org and click the Online Giving link in the 
bottom right-hand corner to update your online giving for 2018.  If you are a previous online giver, be sure to 
"Log In" first so you can edit your previous pledge to the new amount for 2018.  If you are new to online 
giving, you can view a slide show to walk you through the steps to set up your online giving.  If you are 
already an online giver, but didn't fill out a pledge form for 2018, then our parish accountant does not have 
your pledge information for next year and your name has not been checked off the "pledge received" 
list.  PLEASE either fill out a paper pledge form (on the table in the atrium) or fill out the pledge form online 
at www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/.  Thanks to everyone for your financial support 
of St. John's! 

~ Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
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We are all reeling from yet another atrocity - the massacre at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland, Texas. 
The fact that someone chose to mow down people worshipping on a Sunday is an anathema of all this country 
professes to be. Unfortunately, we live in a world that is sadly marked by increasing violence and terrorism. It 
seems like very few days go by, if any at all, without some horrible act of terror or random violence. It has 
become such a ‘normal’ occurrence that some in the country hardly react any longer. There is surely 
something wrong in our society when the solution to a problem or reaction to anger is to not only kill the 
offender, but also massacre innoceny people in the process. 

But equally disturbing to me is that whenever there is a terror attack, the natural impulse is to blame a Muslim 
or ISIS. Are we so influenced by the national attitude that we can’t wait to immediately attach the nomer 
‘Islam’ or ‘ISIS’ to the word ‘terrorist’? Perhaps it is easier to accept that a foreign element is responsible for 
our mounting atrocities than to accept the perpetrator may be the person next door, but clearly that is not so. 

It is human nature to seek scapegoats for the causes of evil – it is far easier to look upon the things that come 
from without than the things from within. That chosen scapegoat suffices only until another deadly attack 
happens; then we repeat the blaming (mental health, access to guns, foreign agents).  

If you look at the last six massacres, each one was perpetrated by a home-grown, All-American citizen – not 
some foreign boogey man. They may have had mental health issues, but they grew up and lived as citizens of 
the United States. We are reluctant to admit that ‘we’ have spawned this monster. 

We do not call their actions ‘terrorism’ . . . but terrorism is terrorism. . . – no matter who the person is. 
Whether they have a mental problem or are seeking revenge for a perceived slight, when one kills and maims 
dozens of innocent people, they are still ‘terrorists’. And until we accept that their actions are not solely 
‘mental health issues’, or ‘gun control issues’, but ‘acts of terror’, it will be nearly impossible to address these 
actions. 

Living among us as law-abiding and patriotic Americans are thousands of Muslims. In a knee-jerk reaction, to 
continually label them as a group as being the cause each time we have an incidence of terror in our midst, is 
unfair, unjust, and weakens our ability to address the real causes behind the terrorist’s act. 

We, as Christians, need to begin to address the causes of terrorism. We need to provide services for those who 
feel they have been a victim of injustice. And we need to be a strident, but loving voice against those who 
spout hatred against those who are not ‘like us’, whether ethnic, racial, gender, or religious. If we begin to 
‘love one another as we love ourselves’, maybe we can begin to change the world. 

We can pray this will be so – and put our prayers into action. 

The Rev. deniray mueller + 

SAVE THE DATE: 2018 Women’s Retreat Oct 5-6 

The Women’s Retreat will be held Oct. 5th – 6th, 2018. Next year’s retreat will be held at the 

Transfiguration Spirituality Center, Cincinnati, OH. Reservations and money need to be 

received by Sept. 15, 2018 to reserve a room. The retreat will end Saturday at 4 pm. For more 

details contact Donna Hissrich at 614-203-3562 or email donna.hissrich@gmail.com 

A Terrorist Is A Terrorist—No Matter Who It Is! 

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
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Financial Summary for the Ten Months Ended October 31, 2017 

   
  

  (Under) or Over  
    Budget    Actual          Budget  
     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge Contributions   345,830 317,252           (28,578)  
Other Plate Contributions     19,930  26,989              7,059   
Other Revenue     30,370  30,227               (143)  

Total Operating Revenue   396,130 374,468           (21,662)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  292,273 291,215              (1,058)  

Diocesan Expense    67,000   63,327              (3,673)  

Other Administrative Expenses    18,953   13,118              (5,835)  

Building & Grounds Expenses  112,665   99,605            (13,060)  

Committee Expenses    41,368   27,977            (13,391)  

Total Operating Expenses  532,259 495,242            (37,017)  

Operating Cash Flow (136,129) (120,774)             15,355  

Financial Recap:     
At the end of October, our pledge contributions were under budget by $28,600; our other plate 
contributions (which consists primarily of contributions from non-pledging members) were 
$7,100 above budget; and our total revenues were under budget by $21,700. In total, our 
operating expenses were under budget by $37,000 which, in combination with our revenues, 
left us with a negative cash flow of $121,000 for the year so far.  As a result of both the 
negative cash flow and the timing of the cash flow during the period, we have needed 
$113,700 to cover this deficit.   On the bright side, the church received special gifts from 
several parishioners in 2016 and 2017 totaling $119,100, which the Vestry has decided to 
apply to the 2017 expected deficit.  Therefore, no funds have been needed from our 
investments.  Again, a big thank you for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact 
and allow us to preserve the funds in our investments! 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church 

committee meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or 
more committee meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work 

are important components of the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like 
your special events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the 
church office at (614) 846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are 
prepared well in advance of the actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Saturday, December 2nd   6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 
Sunday, December 3rd  10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 
Sunday, December 3rd    5:00 PM – Celtic Worship, Atrium 
Monday, December 4th    1:00 PM – Prayers Shawl Knitting Group, Atrium 
Tuesday, December 5th    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room 
Wednesday, December 6th   12:30 PM - Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich  
Saturday, December 9th   9:00 AM – ECSF Board Meeting, Kilbourne Hall 
Tuesday, December 12th   4:00 PM – Adult Education Committee, Conference Room  
Thursday, December 14th Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 
    http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Thursday, December 14th   5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 
Sunday, December 17th NEWCOMER TOURS AFTER BOTH SERVICES 
Sunday, December 17th   1:45 PM – Altar Guild Decorating the Nave 
Monday, December 18th    1:00 PM - Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 
Tuesday, December 19th     7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 
Friday, December 22nd   8:00 AM – Altar Guild Decorating the Nave 
Sunday, December 24th 10:00 AM – Advent Four Worship Service, Nave 
Sunday, December 24th    4:00 PM – Christmas Eve Family Service, Nave 
Sunday, December 24th   7:00 PM – Festive Christmas Eve Service, Nave 
Sunday, December 24th   9:30 PM – Festive Christmas Eve Service with Choir, Nave 
Monday, December 25th 10:00 AM – Christmas Day Service, Nave 
Thursday, December 28th   6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 
 

JANUARY 
Tuesday, January 2nd    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room 
Wednesday, January 3rd  12:30 PM - Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich  
Saturday, January 6th     6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus 
Sunday, January 7th    10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 
Sunday, January 7th    5:00 PM – Celtic Worship, Atrium 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of December 
Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave * 
10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children, Youth & Adults * 
11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave * 

 *Except for Sunday, December 24th, see page 2! 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

      7:00 PM Exodus Bible Study Group, Atrium 
 

Thursday 
       7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room   

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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December Birthdays 

Elijah Talbot  Dec. 1 

Michael Heckert Dec. 2 

Pamela Musch  Dec. 3 

Lillian Matthews Dec. 3 

Collin Rees  Dec. 3 

Paul Patterson  Dec. 5 

Ana Kalinke  Dec. 6 

Ellie Thurman  Dec. 6 

Fred Herman  Dec. 7 

Gianna Rees  Dec. 7 

Todd Boler  Dec. 8 

Ellen Stukenberg Dec. 9 

Marilyn Fawcett Dec. 9 

Rea Hederman  Dec. 9 

Michael Rogers Dec. 9 

Di McCullough Dec. 10 

Alex Troester  Dec. 10 

Vernon Boler  Dec. 12 

Louis Huffman Dec. 12 

Del Lothes  Dec. 13 

Vicky Turner  Dec 13 

Emily Patterson Dec. 14 

Nora Hohl  Dec. 15 

Ginny Ronning Dec. 17 

Keith Redmill  Dec. 17 

Teri Foley-Nelson  Dec. 19 

Joan Bird  Dec. 20 

John Pascoe  Dec. 24 

Karl Stevens  Dec. 24 

Ted Dziemianowicz Dec. 25 

Sam McCullough Dec. 26 

Kim Basso  Dec. 28 

Bob McVicker  Dec. 29 

Gabriella Reel  Dec. 29 

Sara Seidel  Dec. 31 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Baptisms In January  

at St. John’s 

The next 
scheduled date for 
baptisms is 
Sunday, January 7 
– the Sunday after 
the Epiphany and 
the Baptism of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

If you wish to be baptized, or if you 
have a child to be baptized, please 
contact Fr. Philip. 

A brief educational session about 
baptism is required prior to any 
baptism.    

The 2018 Confirmation Classes will begin in early February and continue until 
mid-April.  All classes will be held on Wednesday evenings from 7 p.m. until 
8:30 p.m. 

These classes are a great way to learn the basics about The Episcopal Church 
and our faith. Think of Confirmation as The Episcopal Church - 101!  

Confirmation Classes are appropriate for any adult – especially if you have been baptized but never 
confirmed, or if you are transferring to the Episcopal Church from another denomination.  

Teenagers should be in the eighth grade or higher!   

Watch the January Sunday announcements of more information, including registration! 

Confirmation Classes Beginning in February! 

View from the balcony during the Evensong Lessons and Carols  

on November 19th. Photo by Ann Badger. 


