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VESTRY AND WARDEN CANDIDATES 
 

Season’s Greetings, everyone! 

The election for Vestry and Junior Warden is rapidly approaching! Meet the 

Candidates is scheduled for Sunday, January 18th, during Adult Forum.  

The polls open on January 25th and will run for two Sundays. At the time of 

this submission (December 15th) I would like to both thank and announce the 

current candidates for that election: 

 

 

 
 

 

For Vestry:   

 Amy Beebe 

 Star Blackford 

 Marianne Broere 

 Kimberly Rice 

 Clare Simmonds 

 Trent Webster 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For Junior Warden, as a candidate we currently have Anna Sylvester. We are 

seeking one more hardy soul. 

Please be sure to thank our candidates for considering this important service to 

our parish!  

~ Jeffrey Rees, Junior Warden 

Amy Beebe Star Blackford Marianne Broere Kimberly Rice 

Clare Simmonds Trent Webster Anna Sylvester 



 

2 

 

On Wednesday, January 21st the 

Caregivers Support Group will 

meet to plan programs for the 

coming year. The meeting will 

begin at 10:45, after the 

Wednesday morning Worship Service in the 

Conference Room. Anyone interested in helping with 

ideas or possible programs of interest to care givers or 

those dealing with the loss of a loved one is 

encouraged to attend. We are very aware of the need 

for confidentiality.   

~ Kim Basso, Nancy Woodson and Nina Bruns 

A Celtic Worship Service to celebrate 

Epiphany will be held on Sunday, 

January 4.  The service will begin at    

5 p.m. in the Atrium.  Please come and 

experience the quiet spirituality of the 

Celtic Christian tradition with music, 

meditation, and liturgy emphasizing the unity and in-

nate goodness of God's creation.  The service is led by 

St. John's parishioners, lasts less than an hour, and is 

followed by hospitality time.  If you haven't yet at-

tended one of these Celtic services, join us on January 

4 to celebrate God's gift of The Light of the World.  

Enter by either the east or west Atrium doors. 

~ Eve Herold for the Celtic Fellowship 

Adult Forum meets each Sunday at 10:20 in Kilbourne 

Hall. It provides an excellent opportunity for congre-

gation members and visitors to explore, discuss and 

grow. Dan Collins has arranged a set of programs for 

January that covers a variety of interests. 

Jan 4th Pray the Devil Back to Hell chronicles the 

remarkable story of the courageous Liberian women 

who came together to end a bloody civil war and bring 

peace to their shattered country.  In order to provide 

an opportunity for discussion and exchange of ideas, 

we divide the film into two Sundays.  Joan Bird will 

moderate. We hope you will join us for learning and 

lively discussion. 

Jan 11th Continuation of Pray the Devil Back to Hell  

Jan 18th Meet the Vestry -- An opportunity to meet 

and talk with candidates before voting 

Jan 25th Christine Look – Mental Health Issues  

I hope you can join us for the enlightening programs 

and subsequent discussions. 

~ Margaret Allen 

Adult Education Chair  

The parish office will be closed on Sunday, Monday, 

January 19th in honor of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

holiday. 

On Sunday, January 18th, 

our guest preacher will 

be the Rev. Bruce Smith.  

Before his ordination,  

Fr. Bruce was a member 

of St. John’s and a some-

time Jr. Warden. 

OFFICE TO BE CLOSED 

Rev. Bruce Smith 

GUEST PREACHER 

JANUARY 4 CELTIC SERVICE 

ADULT FORUM 

JANUARY CAREGIVERS MEETING 

Thank you for remembering  

St. John’s in your will.  
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Confirmation is considered a 

sacrament in the Episcopal 

Church. Baptism is required 

before Confirmation. 

Confirmation is an adult 

acknowledgement and re-

commitment of your baptism. 

If you have never been 

confirmed in the Episcopal 

Church, please consider taking 

this year’s Confirmation Classes. This series of 8-9 

evening classes is a brief introduction into the 

history, theology, governance and traditions of the 

Episcopal Church and Christianity in general.  The 

series will also include a brief history and an 

introduction to St. John’s.  

Presently, the Classes are scheduled to take place on 

Wednesday evenings, beginning, February 25. Fr. 

Philip will be teaching most or all of the classes. The 

classes will run from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

If you have been confirmed in another tradition or 

denomination of the church and are not sure if you 

should be re-confirmed in the Episcopal Church, 

please discuss this matter with Fr. Philip.  

Former Roman Catholics are not required to take 

these classes. However, the classes would be very 

helpful in helping you to understand the unique 

qualities of the Episcopal Church. Former Roman 

Catholics are officially “received” into the Episcopal 

Church by the Bishop. 

Teenagers who wish to be confirmed should have 

completed the 7th grade or higher. 

A sign-up sheet is on the Information Table in the 

Atrium. Or, you may telephone or email Fr. Philip 

(PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.org) with your 

information. 

At St. John’s we look forward to meeting newcomers 

at receptions three times a year. So, even if you have 

been coming for a while, but haven’t yet enjoyed our 

light lunch, please plan to come to Kilbourne Hall af-

ter the 11:15 service on January 25th.  This is a 

chance to meet other newcomers, to chat with staff, 

and to learn more about parishioners’ commitments to 

St. John’s and the wider community.  Watch for your 

invitation or respond directly to Susie Bonnell at  

sjbonnell2011@gmail.com or 614/438-5259.    

~ Susie Bonnell 

When you travel to a new place, what do you do? In 

the “old days” you asked someone for directions, got 

out a map, or went to AAA; now, you probably 

Google the directions or plug the address into your 

trusty GPS.  At St. John’s we offer a personalized 

GPS – a TOUR which will, in a few minutes, 

introduce you to places you may not have discovered 

yet– the kitchen, the location of the community 

dinners and pancake suppers, the elevator, or even 

Kilbourne Hall. Do join us after either service on 

Sunday, February 1st.   We will meet at the back of 

the church.     

~Susie Bonnell 

In December, St. John’s 

received a cash gift of 

$30,293.59 from current 

parishioner, Susie Bonnell. 

This gift is unrestricted and 

will be used as the Vestry 

sees fit (with 

recommendations from the 

Finance Committee.) 

Susie is an active member 

of the congregation. Among 

other things, she is the Chair 

of the Newcomer’s Committee and one of our busy 

acolytes!  

Please offer Susie thanks for this unexpected and 

helpful gift. 

~ Fr. Philip 

The Annual Meeting of the parish will be held on 

Sunday, February 8.  

Please mark your calendar, and watch for more 

information in the Sunday announcements and in the 

February Crossroads. 

ST. JOHN’S RECEIVES GENEROUS GIFT 

NEWCOMER ORIENTATION TOURS 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES TO BEGIN 

IN FEBRUARY 

NEWCOMER LUNCHEON 

Susie Bonnell 

ANNUAL MEETING: MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
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Happy New Year everyone!  I’m so excited to begin a new year of learning and fun with the kids and youth of 
St. John’s, and I hope you are too!  Now is the perfect time to make a commitment to your children’s spiritual 
development by attending church regularly and participating in the various opportunities for worship, 
education, and Christian fellowship here at St. John’s. 

Children’s Church will meet during the 9:00 am worship service every Sunday this month (that’s the 4th, 11th, 
18th, and 25th).  Sunday School classes for preschoolers through 5th graders and Youth Education for 6th 
through 12th graders will meet every Sunday from 10:20 to 11:00 am.  For our littlest brothers and sisters and 
their grownups, Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies and toddlers will meet at 10:20 am in the 
Nursery on January 4th and 18th. 

The Youth Group (for 6th through 12th graders) has some fun activities coming up this month!  We’ll begin the 
year with a special “Hibernation Night” on Friday, January 9th from 6:00 to 9:00 pm (we’ll have food, hot 
drinks, games, and a special activity to celebrate the New Year).  And on Sunday, January 25th, we’ll go out to 
lunch after the 11:15 am service and return to the Carriage House for a session on how to deal with 
depression and sadness, which affect so many of us during these winter months. 

Visitors and friends are always welcome at these events for children and youth.  Please let me know if you 
have any questions about anything.  I hope to see your family at St. John’s this month! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard,  

Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries (MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

Children’s & Youth Ministries News 

"Youth Group members and friends supported Sophia Starkie when she performed as Clara in the 

Columbus Youth Ballet's Nutcracker on Dec. 7th!"  
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Many thanks to all the faithful 

St. John's parishioners who 

contributed food or monetary 

donations to our Food Pantries 

in December.  Your donations 

helped the Gladden and 

Worthington Food Pantries fill 

Christmas baskets and re-stock 

their shelves.  Thanks to those who collected food at 

holiday parties and contributed it to one of our local 

pantries - what a wonderful way to share the spirit of 

giving. 

Hunger, unemployment, and high heating bills will 

continue to plague some families and individuals in 

the coming months, so let's continue that spirit of 

giving and share our own blessings with additional 

donations of food and money in the New Year.  Our 

food donations go straight to their shelves, and the 

pantries can stretch our dollars even further - a $50 

donation could provide 280 meals or it could cover 

food deliveries to 50 homebound seniors or disabled 

persons.  Feeding God's hungry people is one way of 

Sharing the Body of Christ in our community. 

Parishioner Joan Bird shared this message:  "The 

Worthington Food Pantry and Resource Center 

appreciates all the food and products coming from 

generous parish members.  Personal hygiene products 

and diapers and pet food are always needed."  Pet food 

is not a frivolous request - for some homebound 

pantry clients, a beloved pet is their only companion, 

and food stamps don't buy pet food.  Joan's reminder 

of ongoing pantry needs leads to this month's 

suggestions: 

January  4     baked beans, shampoo 

             11    chunky soup, deodorant 

             18    oatmeal, diapers 

             25    spaghetti sauce, pet food  

~Mary Bailey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In January 2008, Fr. Philip College graciously 

received me as a deacon at St. John’s Episcopal 

Church in Worthington.  In the six years I have been at 

St. John’s, there has rarely been a Sunday that 

someone doesn’t ask about my work in the prisons. 

Their genuine concern and interest touches my heart 

every single time, and I leave the service uplifted and 

ready to face the week on the strength of their 

kindness.  Thanksgiving holidays are a time to reflect 

and count our blessings, and St. John’s blesses 

Kindway with a home for our EMBARK Reunions and 

ongoing financial support. More recently, it was an 

honor to share a meal with several members of St. 

John’s and Rev. Teri Thornton (ECSF) at the Kindway 

Celebration Dinner.  It was a joyous evening!  Sunday 

November 23rd was another highlight event depicting 

just how supportive and kind St. John’s members are.  

We set up a table of Kindware jewelry for early 

“Christmas Shopping” and during the morning 

announcements, Fr. Philip encouraged the 

congregation to shop, saying that the funds go into the 

Kindway operating expenses and help support the 

work “Deacon Jackie” is doing. I am continually 

overwhelmed by the generosity and support from the 

St. John’s congregation. This reminds me of the early 

Christian church, “All who believed were together and 

had all things in common; they would sell their 

possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to 

all, as any had need.” (Acts 2:44-5)  I don’t suspect 

anyone had to sell a car in order to buy a bracelet or 

necklace, but truly the spirit of “believing together and 

having all things in common to distribute proceeds as 

any had need” reveals a people who were listening to 

what the spirit was saying to the church, just like they 

always do!   

~ Jackie Burns, Deacon 

Reprinted from Kindway Matters, Fall 2014 

St. John’s people at Kindway 

Celebration Dinner. 

Acts of Kindness THE FOOD PANTRY 
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Our stewardship program this past fall had the theme 

Sharing the Body of Christ, and we were blessed to 

hear from several parishioners in October who shared 

their perspective on what sharing the body of Christ 

at  St. John’s means to them, and why they give of 

their time, talent, and treasure. One of those speakers 

was Kathy Hall, and I want to thank her for sharing 

her stewardship journey in this month’s Crossroads, 

reminding us that we all can offer gifts of time, talent, 

and treasure to support our church. May God bless us 

and guide us in the New Year, and may we all be 

ready and willing to serve as Christ's body and do the 

work God has given us to do, both at St. John’s and in 

our daily lives.  

Kathy Hall:    

When I was a child, my 

family never gave 

regularly to the church. My 

parents thought that they 

had nothing extra to 

contribute.  Daddy would 

put a dollar in the 

collection basket each 

Sunday, but that was it.  

(At that time $1 worth of 

gas got my dad to and from 

work for the week. Looking back, Dad was 

contributing quite a bit!)  I had my own envelopes, but 

I only included the quarter or two that Dad gave to 

me on Sunday morning. I never really "got the point” 

of it all. 

As a young mother times were tough and again I 

thought I had nothing extra to share.  Then, when my 

son was a baby, a talk at St. Christopher’s Catholic 

Church in Grandview opened my eyes. A parishioner 

gave a “money talk” and said, “You budget each 

month to pay the paperboy.  Why not budget to pay 

the church?”   Sounded reasonable to me—good idea. 

However, I only thought about this, never really took 

any action. 

Then, I listened with amazement as my neighbor and 

one of our mutual friends talked about tithing and the 

good it brought to their families.  I noticed they 

always had what they needed, and more!  Plus, they 

were always there to help everyone no matter the 

need. I couldn’t believe how they managed families 

with several children each and even had money for 

vacations!  Everything just worked out for them. 

I remembered the scriptures and God’s promise that 

he would always provide.  Then I looked at my life 

and saw His promise in action! I was blessed with a 

beautiful child, home, job, and enough money to pay 

the bills.  We were far from comfortable - I worked 

two jobs and we were still too broke to go to Burger 

King for a hamburger, but somehow everything 

worked. I had proved to myself and to those who 

doubted me that I could do this! (Correction, God 

helped me to do this!) It was time to give back. I 

thought I’d try giving regularly to my church, the 

church that had given me so much. I started to give 

regularly, but more importantly I joined others at St. 

John’s in helping with Third Grade Week, joining the 

quilting and prayer shawl group, raising money, 

working in the gardens, and PIMIL (Partners in 

Ministry in Liberia, our parish's part in helping the 

children of Liberia receive an education). I met new 

friends and really enjoyed helping with parish 

projects! 

Then, a few years ago, I committed to a monthly 

pledge, and wahoooh!  I was able to meet my monthly 

donation to the church AND still have a few dollars 

left at the end of the month.  The next year—I upped 

my pledge by a few dollars—same thing happened! I 

always had my needs met AND had money to spare. 

(And I cannot tell you how amazed my tax preparer 

has been!) 

I finally GOT IT!  God really meant it when he said, 

“Give and you shall receive.”  This year I plan to 

increase my pledge a little bit more. I have yet to 

reach a tithe (10% of my income) but I am closing in 

on that number. I know that God is with me and will 

always be here to help. 

PS from Mary Bailey on behalf of the Stewardship 

Committee: As of December 14, we had received 

181 pledges, committing a total of ~$401,000. Of 

these 181 pledges, 34% stayed the same as last year, 

30% increased, 16% decreased, and 20% were brand 

new. If Kathy’s message inspires you, it is never too 

late to fill out a pledge form, and to begin 

participating in a ministry, committee, or activity that 

interests you. Look for pledge forms on the table in 

the atrium, or pledge online at  

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/ 

stewardship-pledge-online/.  

Kathy Hall 

MY STEWARDSHIP JOURNEY -  

ONE PARISHIONER'S PERSPECTIVE 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
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Church Service Opportunities 
 

Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 

 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special 

events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 

846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of 

the actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Friday, January 2nd    CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, January 4th     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, January 5th     1:30 PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, Jane Kuntz 

Friday, January 9th     6:00 PM – Youth Group Function, Carriage House 

Thursday, January 15th     5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room  

Monday, January 19th     CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Monday, January 19th   Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Tuesday, January 20th      7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, January 21st   10:45 AM - Caregivers Support Group, Conference Room 

Thursday, January 22nd    1:30 PM – Pastoral Care Committee, Conference Room 

Saturday, January 24th    9:00 AM – Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Atrium 

Sunday, January 25th`  12:30 PM – Newcomer’s Brunch, Kilbourne Hall 

Sunday, January 25th  12:30 PM – Youth Group Lunch and Meeting 

Tuesday, January 27th    7:00 PM – Worship Committee, Conference Room 

Thursday, January 29th    6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft 

Sunday, February 1st  10:30 AM – Newcomers Tours, Atrium 

Sunday, February 1st     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, February 2nd    7:00 PM – Outreach Committee, Conference Room 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of JANUARY 
 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children, Youth and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

1:30 PM  R.O.O.F. Book Group, Conference Room, 1st and 3rd Weeks   

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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January Birthdays 
 

Coey Podraza  Jan. 2  

Carol Radkiewicz Jan. 3 

Elizabeth Lilly  Jan. 4 

David Talbot  Jan. 5 

Rich Rastetter   Jan. 6 

Patricia VanGundy Jan. 6 

Wendy Brinker Jan. 6 

Robert Tobin  Jan. 9 

Todd Anderson Jan. 11 

Nneoma Anaba Jan. 11 

Foster Meyer  Jan. 11 

Shari Schwartz  Jan. 12 

Barb Rogers  Jan. 12 

Miriam Utter   Jan. 13 

Juliana Pascoe  Jan. 14 

Ellen Hitch   Jan. 17 

Rob Thurman   Jan. 17 

Sandy Disantis Jan. 20 

Calder Nemeth Jan. 20 

Leigh Thurman Jan.21 

Dan Garro  Jan. 21 

James Langman Jan. 22 

John Mamone  Jan. 22 

Fran Compton  Jan. 23 

Marley Nemeth Jan. 24 

Nancy Weimer Jan. 25 

Nadine Wise  Jan. 26 

Nancy Woodson Jan. 27 

Lorey Roggenkamp  Jan. 27 

Melissa Alexander Jan. 28 

Leslie Heckert  Jan. 28 

Dick Martin    Jan. 30 

Zoe Look  Jan. 31 

Our young 3’s class began in January. It has become 

quite popular as we are the only school in the area to 

have a class for children who turn 3 by the end of 

January. It is always so dear to see such little ones 

coming into their first school experience; so 

apprehensive and tentative, and watch them blossom and 

grow. Our teachers work especially hard to provide a 

trusting environment where children are comfortable 

and welcome. This experience will set the tone for their 

future education and so we take great care to set a 

positive example. The teacher to child ratio is 2 teachers 

for 12 children which enables more individualized 

attention for each child.  

This is typically the time of year that we receive many 

calls from parents of pre-school age children who are 

trying to decide where to enroll. We are finding out that 

many parents are finding us on our web site and apply 

without even visiting! We do encourage parents to visit 

and see what is going on in the classrooms. Our teachers 

are our best asset and when parents visit and see the 

classroom many fill out the enrollment form at the time 

of their visit. We begin accepting applications on 

January 20 from families currently enrolled at St. John’s 

EEC for the 2015-16 school year. On February 2 we will 

open the enrollment up for all families in the area. St. 

John’s parish families are considered current families so 

you may enroll starting January 20. 

If you know of a family who may be interested in our 

program, please encourage them to visit us at 

www.sjpreschool.com, or call 885-2315 for a personal 

tour. 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director 

EARLY ED NEWS 

Santa visits the Preschool. 

Santa frequently worships at St. John’s  

and he loves to sing! 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
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If you no longer wish to receive Crossroads, 

please call the church office, 614-846-5180, 

or email VickyT@StJohnsWorthington.org. 


