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 KINDNESS BEGETS KINDNESS 

It has been my experience in the five years I have been here as a dea-

con, that kindness at St. John’s is no random act.  In fact, one might 

find oneself tripping over all the good that is stacked clear to the ceil-

ing in the various mission meeting rooms throughout the church.  In 

this article, I would like to speak of one that I am personally con-

nected to, Kindway EMBARK.  The Kindway organization is a sub-

sidiary of the Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church with two 

branches, soon to be three.  Christine Money is the Executive Direc-

tor. In addition to a wealth of expertise as a retired warden, Chris brings a heart of 

Christ’s passion and love to restore citizens, both those impoverished by the hardships 

of life and those returning to the community from prison.   

The first branch is The Shepherd’s Place free clothing store, located on Brice Road in 

Reynoldsburg. The Shepherd’s Place is a hub of lively activity as it ministers to those in 

need.  In addition to the free clothing store, they prepare “going home” outfits for 

women who are being released from prison, they have a Farmer’s Market twice monthly 

that provides free fresh fruit and vegetables, sponsor “back to school” drives to provide 

supplies for children returning to school, they host the Mt. Carmel Medical Mobile Unit 

monthly and many other innovations created at the direction of Mary Kerns, Store Man-

ager and Ebony Howard, VISTA worker.    Your donations of clothing, volunteer time, 

and prayers are most welcome by contacting Mary at:  Mary.kerns@kindway.org or Eb-

ony at:  Ebony.howard@kindway.org.  

The second branch is Kindway EMBARK, our reentry program that conducts intensive 

weekly programming with a small group of residents during their last year of incarcera-

tion at both Marion Correctional Institution (MCI) and the Ohio Reformatory for 

Women (ORW).  Upon release, EMBARK makes a one year commitment to journey 

alongside our participants by providing Navigators (our mentors), help to make connec-

tions with housing, employment, social services agencies, support groups.  Lisa Graup-

mann is a Navigator for EMBARK  and is dedicated to helping us build the body of 

Christ at our monthly Navigator meetings that take place inside the prison.  If you might 

be interested in being a Navigator, please contact:  Christine.Money@kindway.org or 

Jackie.Burns@kindway.org.  

Kindway EMBARK is dependent on the kindness of others to continue its work in the 

community helping returning citizens.  Two recent acts of kindness came from St. 

John’s.  Last month EMBARK received generous monetary support from both the Out-

reach Committee and from Fr. Philip’s Discretionary Fund.  We take it always with 

gratitude and the understanding that the kindness given to us is intended to be kindness 

shared forward. 

Our third branch, Kindway EQUIP is the exciting new branch that is scheduled to begin 

in mid-August.  EQUIP will be offering our two weekly programs, Celebrate Recovery 

and Getting It Right to general population at both prisons, MCI and ORW, specifically 

targeting those who are in reintegration units preparing for release and “lifers,” those 

who have little opportunity for programming due to the length of their sentences.   

                 Continued on page 5 
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THE ECW/LIBERIA CELEBRATION 

The ECW/Liberia Celebration Committee wants to 

thank the mem-

bers and friends 

who attended the 

June 11 event.  

Everyone enjoyed 

the international 

lunch of Ameri-

can and Liberian 

dishes topped off 

by the celebratory 

cake.  We celebrated seven (7) years of St. John’s 

ministry in Liberia with a presentation highlighting 

letters from the young scholarship recipients and the 

photos of the Robert’s Port Episcopal Elementary 

School improvements funded through contributions 

from the St. John’s community. 

Our special guest was Lawson Sworh, a renowned Li-

beria artist, who serves 

on the Liberia Discern-

ment Committee for 

exploring a kinship re-

lationship with the 

Diocese of Southern 

Ohio. In addition to 

displaying his paint-

ings, Lawson gave testimony about how the contribu-

tions made by St. John’s and its parishioners through 

Partners-in-Ministry-in-Liberia (PIMIL) are making a 

difference in the lives of the students. 

More than $100 was donated for the education of the 

young people of Liberia through the event.  PIMIL 

was started in 2005 at St. Matthew’s, Westerville and 

provided 150 scholarships to assist children of indi-

gent families in Liberia for the 2012/2013 academic 

year.    

Tuition for PIMIL supported students is due now for 

the first semester of the 2013/2014 school year. The 

scholarship funds will be transmitted to Liberia by 

August 15. We invite St. John’s parishioners to be-

come first time sponsors.  Levels of support range 

from $100 per semester for K-3rd grade, to $250 per 

semester for junior college, and $800 per semester for 

nurses training.  Please contact the church office 

(614/846-5180) or Mother Abby Flemister (614/891-

2960) if you would like more information about spon-

soring a student and PIMIL.  Thank you. 

~ Susie Bonnell 

FR. BRUCE SMITH TO SERVE DURING AUGUST 
Fr. Philip will be out of the 

office from Wednesday,  

August 21st until Tuesday, 

September 3.   

The Rev. Bruce Smith (a 

sometime Senior Warden at 

St. John’s!) will be our guest 

preacher and celebrant on 

Sundays, August 25 and 

September 1. He will also be leading worship and Bi-

ble study on Wednesdays, August 21 and August 28. 

Fr. Bruce will also be doing emergency pastoral care 

while the Rector is away. Please call the church office 

or one of the wardens if you need to reach Fr. Bruce.  

Fr. Bruce is recently retired after most recently serv-

ing as the Associate Rector at St. Mark’s in Upper 

Arlington. He is now serving at Trinity Church, 

McArthur, OH on a limited basis.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE  

RECENTLY CONFIRMED! 
Please offer congratulations to the following teenagers 

who were confirmed by Bishop Tom Breidenthal on 

Sunday, June 30 at St. Mark’s in Upper Arlington: 

Rory Thomas, daughter of Steven and Sheryl Ellcessor 

Elizabeth Radkiewicz, daughter of Tom and Carol 

Radkiewicz 

and Brady Roesch, son of John and Sarah Roesch. 

CELTIC WORSHIP SERVICES 

Monthly Celtic Worship services are being planned for 

September 2013 through June 2014.  These services 

are lay-led and based on services from the Iona Abby 

in Scotland.   Our September service will be Sunday, 

September 8, 5:00 PM.  The service which is over by 

6:00 is followed by a time for hospitality.  

All are welcomed.   ~Lorey Roggenkamp 

SATURDAY SUPPERS  

August 10 at 6:30 p.m.  

Chris Arnold hosting at 122 East Schreyer Place, Co-

lumbus.  Phone 614-267-2124,  e-mail address 

tch13chris@aol.com. 

September 7th at 6:30 p.m. 

Nancy Woodson hosting at 741 Linncrest Drive Wes-

terville.  

mailto:13chris@aol.com
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  
St. John's Intercessory Prayer Group 

prays for others and the situations in 

which they, their loved ones, 

friends, co-workers, etc, may find 

themselves.  

If you or someone you love or know 

needs prayer support or you would 

like to join us in praying, please call 

or email me, Jo Pascoe at  

(614) 885-1773 or twopas@aol.com. 

 ~ Jo Pascoe  

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS 
I’m sorry to report that our food 

donations have been “drooping 

in the heat” over the last few 

weeks. Please put a sticky note 

on your grocery list as a re-

minder to pick up items for the 

Food Pantries even during these 

lazy, hazy days of summer. Our continued support is 

so important, especially as many families will face 

extra expenses this month as they prepare to send their 

children back to school. You can use the weekly sug-

gestions, or just buy an extra item of whatever is on 

sale each week. Let’s work together to fill the baskets 

up again! ~ Mary Bailey 
 

August 4 - canned chicken 

11 - spaghetti sauce, pasta 

18 - chunky soup 

25 - 100% fruit juice, diapers  

DID YOU KNOW?   

Many of us may think that we are only a 

“Worthington” church.  

In actuality we should recall that our founders 

officially named this congregation “St. John’s 

Episcopal Church in Worthington and Parts 

Adjacent”. Those “Parts Adjacent” are just as 

important to us as Worthington. 

In a recent review, the staff learned that our 

congregation draws from 33 zip codes throughout the 

Columbus metropolitan area! One family even drives 

all the way from Zanesville. 

In so many ways, St. John’s is a diverse congregation. 

Our diversity is not always so obvious. For this 

diversity, we give God many thanks.   

B.R.E.A.D. – our Justice Ministry 

Building Responsibility, Equality, and Dignity 
On July 8th, St. John’s BREAD team members joined 

teams from 52 other congregations to celebrate the 

culmination of a year's work on discrimination against 

immigrants.  We also celebrated BREAD’s ongoing 

work on Affordable Housing, Keeping Kids in 

School, the Franklin County Land Bank that sees to 

the demolition of derelict housing, Incubators for 

Small Business, Restorative Justice for youthful first-

time offenders, diverting people from the E.R. by es-

tablishing a community clinic, and putting a stop to 

usurious payday lending. So much has been accom-

plished by B.R.E.A.D.!   

St. John’s participated in this year’s search for solu-

tions and had a contingent of 49 people at the Nehe-

miah Action in May.  St. John’s members went to the 

meeting last fall at which the issue was chosen, at-

tended research meetings and committee meetings, 

joined the throng of over 3,000 people at the Nehe-

miah Action, and were present at the Victory Celebra-

tion at the end of this year’s campaign.  BREAD 

needs our continuing participation. 

If you feel called to this ministry, please let Fr. Philip 

know – soon!       ~ Ellen Stukenberg 

REFLECTING ON OUR FAITH 
Do you like to read?  Do you find yourself thinking 

about what you do and don’t believe?  You may be 

interested in our Thursday book group, Reflecting on 

Our Faith.  We meet at St. John’s in Kilbourne Hall 

the first and third Thursday of each month, Septem-

ber through May, from 1:30-3:30PM.  Our first meet-

ing this fall is Thursday, Sept. 5th.  This will be “a 

catch up and planning meeting,”  Several people have 

been reading “The Sparrow” by Mary Doria Russell 

over the summer.  We will hear what they thought 

about that book and we will, also, be selecting the 

next books we want to read. If this 

sounds interesting please come and 

find out more about the group.  No 

need to sign up, just come.  If you 

would like more information please 

contact: 

Lorey Roggenkamp 

614-310-5672 

lroggenkamp@columbus,rr,com 

mailto:twopas@aol.com


 

4 

FINANCIAL UPDATES— 

GREAT NEWS!   
This year the congregation of St. 

John’s has been very blessed. In the 

past several months we have re-

ceived several large gifts of cash 

from members or former members 

of the congregation.  

So far we have been given a total of $95,500! These 

unanticipated cash gifts are over and above our annual 

pledge giving and the Capital Campaign pledge giving 

that will end next year. 

In July, the Finance Committee made recommenda-

tions to the Vestry on how to use these gifts. The Ves-

try then approved their recommendations.  

It was determined to allocate this money in these 

ways: 

Spend $2,000 for an unexpected organ repair. This 

work should occur this summer. 

Pay off the Wells Loan to the diocese (over 

$4,000). This loan was used to purchase carpet 

several years ago. This bill was paid in July. 

Pay off additional debt owed to the diocese 

(approximately $30,000) for past due assessments. 

This action should occur by mid-August.    

Make additional payments of approximately 

$42,000 to the principal of our mortgage.    

And finally, to begin major repairs of our stained-

glass windows facing the Village Green. This cost 

will be approximately $17,000. The contractor for 

this work, and the starting date to begin the pro-

ject, should be announced soon.   

These unanticipated gifts of cash have already had a 

positive impact on the parish. To date (mid-July) we 

have taken nothing from our parish investments for 

daily operations! This is substantially better than we 

had forecasted and has allowed our investments to 

grow while the market has been relatively strong. 

Paying down the Wells Loan and the late diocesan as-

sessments will tremendously help in our monthly daily 

cash flow. (Next year will be another difficult cash 

flow year, but it will less difficult than it would have 

been because we have paid off these loans.) 

Paying the extra $42,000 to the principal will not help 

our cash flow, but it will help us to pay-off the mort-

gage even sooner than we had expected. We are well 

on our way in paying off the mortgage, and that is oc-

curring much faster than we expected. 

Repairing the stained glass windows now with these 

gifts of cash keeps us from allowing more damage to 

occur to the building.  

If you have questions about church finances, please 

speak to one of the following people; Our Wardens – 

Bill Weatherholt or Jeff Rees, our Parish Treasurer - 

Christine Rees, or the Chair of our Finance Committee 

-Chip Lothes. 

Fr. Philip  

TWO SEMINARIANS THIS FALL! 

We are blessed and privileged to 

have two seminarians serving at 

St. John’s this coming fall. Juan 

Perez from the Diocese of Michi-

gan will be returning for a second 

year.   

Our second 

seminarian 

will be H. 

Peter Kang, 

from the Dio-

cese of Louisiana. Learn more 

about Peter in the September 

CROSSROADS.  

Both seminarians will be in their 

senior year at Bexley Hall Semi-

nary which is here in Columbus.    

GIFT FROM FORMER PARISHIONER 
We offer thanksgiving for an unrestricted gift of 

$5,000 that has been 

given to St. John’s 

from a former parish-

ioner, Norma Spade-

man. Norma recently 

moved to Canton, OH 

to be closer to her son, 

Mark. 

Thank you, Norma!     

We miss you! 

A NOTE FROM THE RECTOR 

Juan Perez 

H. Peter Kang 

Norma Spademan 
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ARMS AND MONEY 

“Christian stewardship has come to 

mean ‘what we do with what we 

have, all the time.’ 

(the Rev. John H. MacNaughton) 

This is a wonderful definition of 

stewardship because it reminds us 

that we are caretakers (stewards) of 

all the gifts God has given us.  How 

we use our time, talents, and treas-

ure, how we care for the earth and its resources, how we 

care for ourselves and each other - all of these are as-

pects of Christian stewardship.  Since stewardship is 

‘what we do with what we have, all the time,’ the Stew-

ardship Committee tries to highlight various aspects of 

stewardship all through the year, with programs such as 

Awakening the Dreamer, Managing Our Time, and 

Celebrating Our Gifts over the last several months.  

Every October we sponsor the annual appeal to our pa-

rishioners to make a pledge (Estimate of Giving) to help 

financially support the church in its mission and minis-

tries.  But financial stewardship affects every day of our 

lives, not just the pledges we make once a year. 

In his book Giving to God, Mark Allan Powell asserts 

that “stewardship is about all of life, about giving our-

selves to God and using all that God has given us in 

grateful and appropriate ways.”  Powell expands on this 

when he points out that giving to God isn’t confined to 

the money we give to the church, but encompasses the 

“expectation that all of our money will be used in God-

pleasing ways.”  Powell says it this way:  

When we are faithful stewards, 1) we acquire our 

money in God-pleasing ways; 2) we regard our money 

in God-pleasing ways; 3) we manage our money in God

-pleasing ways; and, 4) we spend our money in God-

pleasing ways. 

That neat summary explains the title of this article - 

ARMS and Money - and gives us some food for thought 

and prayerful consideration. 

A: When we live as faithful stewards, we acquire our 

money in God-pleasing ways.  Whatever our job or pro-

fession or investments, we know that God wants us to 

practice honesty, integrity, and fairness.  Martin Luther 

is known for encouraging workers in all walks of life to 

view their jobs as a calling from God and to do that job 

to the best of their ability, to glorify God. 

R: When we live as faithful stewards, we regard our 

money in God-pleasing ways.  Many verses in the Bible 

encourage us to regard our possessions with a positive 

attitude, and Jesus says the Father delights in giving 

good things to his children (Matthew 7:11).  As faithful 

stewards, we regard our material possessions as gifts 

from God, and we respond with gratitude and trust.  

Gratitude and trust can dispel anxiety and bring joy and 

contentment in the knowledge that God wants what is 

best for each of us. 

M: When we live as faithful stewards, we manage our 

money in God-pleasing ways.  The Bible doesn’t talk 

about investments or pension plans, but does talk about 

money management.  The parables of Jesus warn us not 

to hoard or squander or simply bury our money, but to 

manage it wisely.  Assessing our spending habits, mak-

ing a budget, avoiding new debt, and educating our-

selves about saving and wise investing can help us man-

age our money in God-pleasing ways. 

S: When we live as faithful stewards, we spend our 

money in God-pleasing ways.  Powell says “we are to 

use all of our money...in ways that will please God, in 

ways that demonstrate our devotion to the rule of God, 

the lordship of Christ, and the direction of the Holy 

Spirit.”  This does not mean that we cannot spend our 

money on good food, books, concerts, or cars, and it 

doesn’t mean that all our money should go to the church 

or to charities and worthy causes.  The good news of the 

Gospel tells us that God loves us and wants us to have 

joyful abundant lives.  Praying and seeking God’s guid-

ance in our spending will help us discern how to balance 

our spending in ways pleasing to God. 

If you have a suggestion for a program on any aspect of 

ARMS and money, or any other aspect of Christian 

stewardship, please contact Mary Bailey at 854-9907 or 

<bailey.3@osu.edu> or Donna Hissrich at 203-3562 or 

<donna.hissrich@gmail.com>. 

~Mary Bailey, Stewardship Committee co-chair 

Kindness,    continued from page 1 

If I were to describe my first day in my role as the 

clinical and community director for Kindway EM-

BARK, it would be sitting at my desk with a jigsaw 

puzzle planted squarely in the middle of it.  Oh sure, 

there was a picture on the box, but when I took off the 

lid and laid it to the side, there seemed to be a million 

pieces in the box and just that quick I forgot what the 

picture looked like.  Well, now it is a year and a half 

later, and the pieces are beginning to form a picture.  

Even though there are still a lot of pieces to put to-

gether, I see I was prone to exaggeration when I said 

there were a million pieces, it looks more like one of 

those children’s wooden puzzles, quite manageable, 

really.  Thanks be to God.   ~ Rev. Jackie Burns 

Mary Bailey 
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Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 

Reflecting back… 

In preparation for writing this article, I 

looked back at the one I composed a year 

ago – my first one as your Coordinator of Music. In it, 

I offered this hymn verse by way of a greeting – 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

That love that made us makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends. 

Strangers now are friends – how true this is! We felt 

the beginnings of it a year ago, but how much more so 

now. Ted, Marley, Matthias, Calder, and I have been 

so warmly welcomed into this community, and our 

lives are enriched in many ways because of it.  

I also expressed this hope – that the theme of our wor-

ship and ministry together might be “since Christ is 

Lord of heaven and earth, how can [we] keep from 

singing?” How well we have lived this out in the past 

year! Six new choir members, numerous soloists and 

small ensembles leading summer worship, regular mu-

sic in Children’s Church, 266 different hymns sung in 

worship –sung not with voices alone, but with hearts 

as well, – and rich offerings by a wide array of instru-

mentalists from within (and without) the parish – for 

instruments sing as well, don’t they? 

In between… 

The summer of a church musician is not as quiet as 

you might think. Although the choir is on break, there 

is planning and rehearsing to be done with the soloists 

and ensembles who lead worship each week. There is 

long-range planning with Father Philip to lay out the 

larger choral events of the upcoming year. There is 

anthem selection for the choir (ideally, everything 

from Christmas to Easter and through Trinity Sunday 

will be at least penciled in before the choir begins to 

rehearse again). There is the Music Series to coordi-

nate – inviting guest artists, choosing a schedule, de-

signing the upcoming season’s brochures. There is 

exploration with Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard about 

how best to build upon what we started with music in 

Children’s Church. And there are always new notes to 

be learned at the organ – pieces that I’ve heard others 

play and am eager to learn and use as part of our wor-

ship together. This is just a small sampling of what 

makes up each of the weeks during the “summer lull.” 

Looking ahead… 

Several exciting events are in the works for the 2013-

14 program year, including… 

Sunday, October 13, 3:00 p.m. – Kyle Johnson, organ-

ist (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, November 10, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong  

(Canticles – Stanford; Responses – Ayleward; Anthem 

– Vaughan Williams) 

Sunday, December 8, 3:00 p.m. – Rebecca Freshwater 

and Maribeth Crawford, sopranos  (Music Series fam-

ily concert) 

Sunday, January 5, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. – A Festival of 

Christmas Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, March 2, 3:00 p.m. – The Black Swamp 

Saxophone Quartet (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. – Instrumentalists of St. 

John’s (Music Series concert) 

 

I am very much looking forward to continuing our 

ministry together! “Since Christ is Lord of heaven and 

earth, how can [we] keep from singing?” 

Choir Rehearsals Start August 29 

On Sunday, September 8, the full choir returns to lead 

worship! We welcome back returning members and 

are eager to hear some new voices as well. The choir 

is open to anyone who can read music, high school-

aged and older, and no audition is required. The choir 

sings at the 9:00 service on the first Sunday of each 

month (October through June) and at the 11:15 service 

on the other Sundays from Labor Day through Trinity 

Sunday. 

Not sure how you feel about a weekly commitment? I 

invite you to try singing for a season (September 

through the last Sunday of Pentecost on November 24) 

and see how choir fits into your life. Rehearsals begin 

Thursday, August 29 and the choir sings for worship 

beginning Sunday, September 8. 

Choir Schedule: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the 

month), in the Chancel 

~ Sara Seidel 

SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org 
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Pictures from “Count Your Blessings” Vacation Bible School 2013 

We thanked 

God for all 

the blessings 

in our lives 

by adding 

leaves to the 

Blessing 

Tree each 

week. 

Hunting for shamrocks, with three leaves to sym-

bolize the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

A science experiment - creating Mount Sinai 

Volcanoes out of ice cream cones! Each session ended with a joyous time of singing and dancing. 

VBS ladies being interviewed about Jesus and his ministry 

for a "Good News" special report. 

VBS participants listen as Deacon Deniray tells the 

story of the four Gospels and their authors. 
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Pictures from Youth Group Activities Summer 2013 

Enjoying a post-confirmation 

lunch together at  

Dirty Frank's  

Hot Dog Palace. 

Juliana maintains her lead as others pour on 

the speed during a Magic Mountain go-kart 

race. 

Katie shoots for the elusive par as others look on. 

A very dignified medal ceremony after the 

Second Annual Youth Water Olympics. 
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CHILDREN'S & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

NEWS FOR AUGUST  

There's lots going on for the kids and youth of St. 

John's as we all prepare to begin a new school year! 

"Summer Sundays" will continue to meet during the 

9:00 am service every Sunday morning this month. 

Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies and 

toddlers will meet at 10:20 am in the Nursery on Sun-

day, August 11th. Children's Church will return during 

the 9:00 am service in September, and GIFT will go 

back to meeting every other week as well. 

The Youth Group has some fun activities planned 

this month as well. On Sunday, August 4th, we'll 

travel together to attend the U2charist worship service 

at the Dublin Irish Festival, and on Sunday, August 

11th, we'll have the final meeting of our Summer 

Movie Club. We'll be going to see a movie in a theater 

this time, and we'll select our movie based on votes 

via text and email. 

All preschoolers through high schoolers are encour-

aged to join in the fun at the Back-to-School Over-

night Lock-In on Saturday, August 17th. We'll begin 

with a pizza dinner in the Undercroft at 6:00 pm, and 

we'll play some games, do a fun art project, and watch 

a movie together. Preschoolers through rising 5th 

graders will sleep in Kilbourne Hall, and youth (rising 

6th through 12th graders) will sleep in the Carriage 

House. Those who'd like to be a part of the fun but 

don't want to sleep over can be picked up before bed-

time. We'll have breakfast together in the Undercroft 

on Sunday morning before the 9:00 worship service. 

The annual "Blessing of the Backpacks" will be held 

on Sunday, August 18th, during the 9:00 am service. 

This is an opportunity for the St. John's family to rec-

ognize and bless all the students who are beginning a 

new school year. Kids and youth are encouraged to 

bring along a backpack, lunch bag, etc. for the bless-

ing. 

Please watch your email for more details to come as 

these events get nearer, and be sure to contact me in 

the church office if you have any questions. I hope to 

see your family at St. John's in the coming weeks! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard 

Coordinator of Children's & Youth Ministries 

MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org  

GARDEN GLORIES 

“All things bright and beautiful…” 

Burned out beginnings in March have grown to 6 foot tall 

daisies, rudbekia, brown eyed Susans, goldenrod, and a 

myriad of other native plants. That’s our Prairie Garden!  

Have you been watching? 

 “Secret” gardens at St. John’s have had a heyday this sum-

mer: 

>  Visit the Bible Garden: Find the fig tree, see if you can 

tell what three fruits are growing on the fruit tree, enjoy the 

herbs and other surprises from the Bible. 

>  Sit on a stone bench in the Red Oak Garden in the 

churchyard and watch the butterflies enjoying knock-out 

roses, cat mint, perennial geraniums, ferns, hostas, Solo-

mon’s Seal, Irish moss and the dogwood and red oak trees. 

>  Stroll through the Kilbourne Garden, cooling yourself in 

the shade and finding the pots of annuals, a prize hosta bed, 

and a new viburnum almost hiding in the corner. 

Everyone is welcome to join the fun for an hour or two on a 

scheduled Saturday afternoon – a great way to leave cares 

behind and enjoy good company!  The schedule is in the 

Atrium and online. 

“The Lord God made them all!” 

~ Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

EARLY ED NEWS 

The summer is quickly 

coming to an end and 

the preschool is begin-

ning to bustle with 

teachers getting their 

classrooms ready for 

September. I can hear 

the sharing of new 

ideas amongst each 

other. Always aware of 

changing preschoolers’ 

needs, our teachers try 

to be one step ahead 

for our children.  

We had a great sum-

mer with two summer 

camps, one in early 

June and one in the hottest part of July. The children had so 

much fun, many parents were asking for more. Isn’t that a 

wonderful testament to our great teachers!! 

Parent night is going to be Tuesday September 3 at 6 pm. It 

is an evening when parents get to meet the teachers, ask 

questions and meet each other. Nearly all of the classrooms 

are filled but there are a few openings. Please call 885-2315 

and schedule a visit. ~ Cathy Wahoff 

Summer pre-school camp fun, 

feeding the monkey  

mailto:MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org
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IN THE GARDEN MINISTRY—THANKS 
A big thank you to those who provided food and ser-

vice for the In the Garden dinner at Trinity Church on 

July 7:  Melissa Alexander, Susie Bonnell,  Punky 

Cline,Ted Dziemianowicz and Nancy Elkington, 

Sheryl Ellcessor, Duane Fitzpatrick, Ginny Hill, 

Kelly and Jeff Larue and children, Deniray Mueller, 

Christine Rees,  Ginny Ronning, Virginia Trapp, and 

Janet Winston. 

Our next opportunity to serve at Trinity will be Sept 

1st.  As always, your generosity is appreciated. 

~ Eve Herold - Outreach Committee  

RECTOR’S SABBATICAL 2014   

Fr. Philip will be taking a three month sabbatical dur-

ing the summer of 2014. At present, he plans to be 

away during the months of June, July and August – 

although this is still not yet set in stone. The planning 

for the sabbatical is still in the works. 

Sabbaticals are especially important for clergy who all 

too often get free time to themselves. Clergy sabbati-

cals are primarily a time for refreshment and reflec-

tion, and they can include travel or some forms of edu-

cational and/or spiritual formation.  

Sabbaticals help prevent clergy burnout which is all 

too common in the profession; they can also help heal 

damages done by stress or overwork.  

In this diocese, clergy sabbaticals usually come be-

tween the third and sixth years of serving a congrega-

tion. Fr. Philip has served St. John’s full-time since 

September 2007. In June of 2014, Fr. Philip will be 

celebrating his 20th year ordination. To this date, he 

has never had a sabbatical. 

In the Diocese of Southern Ohio, expenses incurred 

during a clergy sabbatical are typically paid 1/3 by the 

individual, 1/3 by the local parish and 1/3 by the di-

ocesan professional education fund. Funds have been 

set aside for this sabbatical since Fr. Philip was called 

to serve this congregation.   

Watch for more information about Fr. Philip’s sabbati-

cal in future issues of the Crossroads.        

DEBORAH BARRETT PRICE  

RECIPIENT OF BALWIN WALLACE  

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Each year, the Baldwin Wallace Conserva-

tory's Alumni Achievement Awards Commit-

tee invites a graduate to campus to accept 

recognition of their significant contributions 

to the field of music. The 2013 Conservatory 

Alumni Achievement Award will go to Deborah Barrett 

Price '84. Debbie is the Founder and Artistic Director of the 

Chamber Music Connection, Inc. (CMC). (Chamber Music 

Connection has rented practice space here at St. John’s since 

1998). She also serves on the faculty of Denison University 

teaching viola, violin and chamber music and is a Yamaha 

Certified String Educator Clinician. In recognition of her work 

with CMC, Debbie was named the 2004 Columbus Symphony 

Orchestra Community Educator of the Year receiving accom-

modations from the Ohio State Senate and House of Represen-

tatives. 

In addition to being an active freelance violist, Debbie is an 

advocate for chamber music education and a frequent guest 

artist for chamber music clinics and orchestra festivals pre-

senting sessions in several state and national music confer-

ences. She has presented chamber music lectures and master 

classes at Baldwin Wallace Conservatory, Oberlin Conserva-

tory, San Diego State University, and Ohio University. She 

presently serves on the board of Chamber Music Columbus as 

co-chair of Outreach & Education, the ACMP North Ameri-

can Advisory Council, and OSTA Advisory Board for which 

she founded the OSTA Biennial Chamber Music Competition. 

Throughout her youth, Debbie received extensive dance train-

ing particularly in the field of ballet. At age fifteen she was a 

member of The New School of Ballet’s Student Company 

“Ballet Workshop” touring throughout the Albany, N.Y. tri-

city area. Through summer study she had the opportunity to 

work with prima dancers and teachers of New York City Bal-

let, American Ballet Theatre, and Harkness Ballet in master 

class, as well as studying viola with members of the Philadel-

phia Orchestra through the New York State School of the 

Arts’ School of Orchestral Studies. Debbie received her 

Bachelor of Music in viola performance from Baldwin Wal-

lace Conservatory (’84), Master of Music in viola perform-

ance and a Master of Arts in string pedagogy from The Ohio 

State University ’88.   

Debbie grew up in the Adirondacks, the daughter of an Epis-

copal Priest. She is married to Tim Price, an Environmental 

Engineer. They have two children, Stephanie and Kyle, and 

April, an English setter. Stephanie, a violist, is starting her 

second year of graduate school at Eastman School of Music In 

Rochester, NY. Kyle will be a Senior studying cello at the 

Cleveland Institute of Music. They have been members of St. 

John’s since the mid 90’s. The award ceremony will be held at 

Baldwin Wallace the weekend of September 27th. Please be 

sure to congratulate Debbie when you see her. 

For more information about this award and Debbie’s other 

accomplishments please visit  http://www.bw.edu/academics/

conservatory/people/alumni/. 

http://www.bw.edu/academics/conservatory/people/alumni/
http://www.bw.edu/academics/conservatory/people/alumni/
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August Birthdays 
Lee Shepherd  Aug. 1 

Diana Vanek   Aug. 5 

Allen Fuller  Aug. 5 

Whitaker Sheridan Aug. 5 

Ben Metersky   Aug. 6 

Olivia Slykhuis Aug. 7 

Lucile Widney  Aug. 8 

Elizabeth Miller Aug. 8 

Sandy Dietrich Aug. 9 

Debbie Price  Aug. 9 

Michael Hohl  Aug. 9 

Philip Mark  Aug. 10 

Sarah Forman  Aug. 11 

Leah Disantis  Aug. 13 

Cassidy Disantis Aug. 13 

Lindsay Harris  Aug. 14 

Larry Bird  Aug. 15 

Lisa Schmidt  Aug. 15 

Philip College  Aug. 16 

Sophia Starkie  Aug. 16 

EJ Anaba  Aug. 17 

Regina Langman Aug. 18 

Sharon Belknap Aug. 19 

Hazel Crawford Aug. 19 

Alex Radkiewicz Aug. 19 

Duane Fitzpatrick Aug. 20 

Bostwick Wyman Aug. 22 

Tom Bailey  Aug. 22 

Kyle Price  Aug. 22 

Mauria Watts  Aug. 23 

Rena Renner  Aug. 23 

Femi Adeyanju Aug. 24 

Wilson Slykhuis Aug. 24 

Mark Strand  Aug. 25 

Andrew Troester Aug. 25 

Larry Prato  Aug. 26 

Sarah Roesch  Aug. 26 

Ashley Hudock Aug. 26 

Laura Dodds  Aug. 27 

Susan Mancini  Aug. 27 

Phil Clark  Aug. 28 

Cleo Nweze  Aug. 28 

Cristy Brinegar  Aug. 29 

Nevaeh Spencer Aug. 29 

Isabel Wilson  Aug. 31 

SAVE THE DATE: ST. JOHN’S WOMENS’ RETREAT,  

OCTOBER 18-19, 2013 

Our theme this year will be “Floating Like a Feather on the Breath of 

God.”  A retreat with Women Mystics!  Mystics are ordinary people 

who have a deep, personal relationship with God and indescribable 

inexplicable and intimate experiences of God’s love.  Come spend 

some time with a few of the great Christian mystics – Julian of Nor-

wich, Catherine of Siena, Hildegard of Bingen among others – in 

prayer and reflection and perhaps even get a glimpse into the Mystery 

that embraced each of these women with great passion and trans-

formed each one in unique and wonderful ways.  This year’s retreat 

will held at the Transfiguration Spirituality Center located at 495 Al-

bion Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45246. 

The cost is $72, which includes breakfast and lunch on Saturday.  We 

have decided to do a potluck again this year on Friday night around 

6:30.  Please make your check out the St. John’s and be sure to write 

Women’s Retreat on the memo line.  Checks and reservations need to 

be given to me no later than September 25th to reserve your room.  

Scholarships are available.  We do have a full kitchen and private 

rooms.  There are only 4 rooms downstairs so please be sure to let me 

know if you need a downstairs room and if you have any dietary 

needs also.   

Our Facilitator this year is Anita Davidson, who has nearly thirty 

years of experience working in the field of spirituality.  She has 

worked for the Catholic Diocese of Columbus, two parishes and the 

Dominican Sisters of Peace.  She is currently serving as coordinator 

of Corpus Christi Center of Peace, a new spirituality and community 

outreach center located on Columbus’ South side.  In addition she is a 

spiritual director and retreat leader. 

Anita completed Shalem Institute’s Spiritual Guidance Program, 

holds a Master’s degree in clinical psychology and a Bachelor’s de-

gree in parish ministry.  She just celebrated ten years of marriage with 

her husband and is the mom and step-mom to four grown children and 

a four year old German Shepherd/Coonhound mix.  She’s an avid 

reader, crocheter, singer, traveler and motorcycle rider. 

 ~ Donna Hissrich 
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A NOTE TO THE CONGREGATION   
On Saturday, September 14th, Dr. Edward Joseph 

Lasseigne and I will have a Witnessing and Blessing 

of our relationship at St. George’s Episcopal Church in 

the Garden District of New Orleans, Louisiana. We 

will also be legally married sometime near that date, in 

a location not yet determined. 

Edward is a member of St. Stephen’s Episcopal 

Church on the OSU campus, but he often visits St. 

John’s (mostly at the 11:15 a.m. service). His is cur-

rently writing a book in his area of specialty, Marcel 

Proust and the literature of France from the 18th to the 

early 20th centuries. He has previously lectured in the 

French Departments in a few universities.     

Edward has degrees from Stanford University, The 

University of Chicago, The University of New Orleans 

and The Ohio State University. He is a native of New 

Orleans. He has four siblings, including an identical 

twin brother.  All of Edward’s family live in the south.   

We ask for your prayers and blessings. 

 Fr. Philip    

Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee 

meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components 

of the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Thursday, August 1st  7:00 PM – Adult Ed. Movie Night, Kilbourne Hall, Loretta Strang, 846-9315 

Sunday August 4th  2:00 PM – SUMMER MUSIC SERIES ORGAN CONCERT, Nave 

Thursday, August 8th 1:30 PM – Pastoral Care Committee, Conference Room 

Thursday, August 8th   7:00 PM – Adult Ed. Movie Night, Kilbourne Hall, Loretta Strang, 846-9315 

Saturday, August 10th 1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Saturday, August 10th  6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Tuesday, August 13th  7:00 PM - Newcomers Committee, Conference Room, Susie Bonnell 

Thursday, August 15th  5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, Chip Lothes, 560-4912 

Tuesday, August 20th  7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music & Movement Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, August 21st  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Saturday, August 24th  1:00 PM – Layweeders Work Day, Carriage House, Ellen Stukenberg 

Thursday, August 29th   6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of AUGUST 
Sunday 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Monday 

 7:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 268, Undercroft 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 
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Special Summer Music Series Concert – Organist Crista Miller 

Sunday, August 4, 2:00 p.m. 
Dr. Crista Miller, organist and director of music at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in 
Houston – and Jan and Bob Saik’s niece – will give a concert at St. John’s on Sunday, 
August 4. An internationally recognized performer, Dr. Miller is well-known as a solo artist, 
choral conductor, sacred musician, scholar, and teacher. Her program will include works of 
Bach and Hakim, as well as Dudley Buck's "Concert Variations on the Star Spangled 
Banner". Plan to come and bring a friend! (Please note the change in time from regular 
Music Series events.) 

  

 


