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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH-Youth Group will meet officially for the first time after 

the second service is over. We are excited to have all new 6th graders **join us as our 

Youth Group continues to grown and change. On this day we are going to create 

Native American Talking Sticks. These were, and are, used in tribal gatherings as a 

means of listening well to the person holding the stick. Each of us will make one that 

reflects our own spirit as we learn about each other in our new group. 

We will meet in the Carriage House. Please bring a sack lunch. Drinks and dessert 

will be provided. We will finish by 3 p.m.  

**As always youth are welcome to bring a friend. 

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH— 

HIKE AT HIGHBANKS & 

GET YOUR GREEN ON!! 

This evening we will meet in the 

church parking lot at 5 p.m. and 

caravan to Highbanks Metro 

Park for an evening hike. The 

leaves will be turning a little by 

then, and we might hear an owl 

or two! After working up an 

appetite we will go to Dewey’s 

in Worthington for pizza– Yum! Friends are welcome!! We will end the night around 

8:30 or 9 p.m. 

~ Ann Badger 
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SINGLES DINING OUT—SEPTEMBER 7 

SATURDAY SUPPER OCTOBER 1 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS—SEPTEMBER 11 

The church office will be 

closed on Monday, 

September 5, 

in  observance of the 

Labor Day Holiday.  

OFFICE CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY 

The St. John's Singles Dining Out group will be dining 

at bd's Mongolian Grill located at  Festival Centre, 

6242 Sawmill Rd, Dublin, OH 43017.  The date will 

be September 7th at 6:00.   

Anyone interested in joining us please contact Pam 

Zych, at phzych@gmail.com, or 614-426-4248.   

The Newcomers Committee will host a reception on 

October 16th to welcome our newest members and 

those who are considering joining St. John’s.  It will 

be held immediately following the 11:15 service in 

Kilbourne Hall (approximately 12:30 pm).  A light 

lunch will be served.  We hope you will take this 

opportunity to meet other newcomers and 

parishioners and learn more about St. John’s.  If you 

are interested in attending the reception on October 

16th, please contact Susie Bonnell at 614-438-5259 or 

sjbonnell2011@gmail.com.   ~  Susie Bonnell 

NEWCOMERS RECEPTION ON OCTOBER 16 

The October 1 Saturday Supper will be hosted by 

Loretta and Allen Strang at their home at 1071 

Cherryfield Avenue, Columbus. Please RSVP by 

phone: 614-846-9315, or email: 

lorettastrang@gmail.com. They have chosen Million 

Dollar Spaghetti for their entree. Please bring a side 

dish to complement the main dish.  

Yum Yum….we 

have reserved 

Sunday, September 

11, at the Ronald 

McDonald House 

Charities of Central 

Ohio from 1:00 – 

3:00 pm to bake 

cookies for the 

families staying at the house. Creating homemade 

snacks and treats is a fun way to provide a taste of 

home for the families. 

There are 10 “baking volunteer” spots available. All 

baking ingredients will be provided and all treats will 

be bagged into individual serving sizes so that 

families may grab and go. In addition, a tour of the 

house will be provided to those baking volunteers 

interested. 

A sign-up sheet will be provided in the atrium for 

those interested in baking/volunteering. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact Lily 

Balukjian-Thompson at 614-899-6300 or email her at 

lillianbalukjian@sbcglobal.net 

The Ronald McDonald House address is 711 E 

Livingston Ave, Columbus. Please be on time. Please 

park in the gated lot on 17th, next to the Ronald 

McDonald House. You may need to push the red 

button at the parking gate if the gate is down. 

Thank you advance for signing up to bake treats for 

the families!  

~ Lillian Balukjian  

COME BAKE COOKIES AT THE  

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE This year's blessing 

of the animals will 

be earlier than 

usual.  

In honor of 

St.Francis of Assisi, 

please bring your 

pets for a blessing 

on Sunday afternoon, September 11, at 4 p.m. Dogs, 

cats, birds, giraffes and hippos - and any of God's 

creatures - are welcome! 

This fun and short service will be held in front of the 

church on the Village Green. (In case of rain, we will 

gather in the atrium.) 

Fr. Philip + 

mailto:phzych@gmail.com
tel:614-426-4248
mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
mailto:lorettastrang@gmail.com
mailto:lillianbalukjian@sbcglobal.net
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KILBOURNE HALL CARPET 

GRIEF AND CAREGIVERS 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  

St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and the 

situations in which they, their 

loved ones, friends, co-workers, 

etc, may find themselves.  If you or someone you love 

or know needs prayer support or you would like to 

join us in praying, please call or email Mary Bailey at  

(614) 854-9907 or bailey.3@osu.edu. 

New carpet has been installed in Kilbourne Hall! 

Please stop by and take a look at it. While it has 

received very positive “reviews” so far, some have 

expressed concern about its light color and the 

prospect of staining. The carpet is a very high grade of 

commercial nylon fiber and is stain resistant. We have 

been advised that, if food is dropped or a liquid spill 

occurs, it should be blotted up immediately. If the spot 

is not removed by this method, an application of club 

soda and blotting with an absorbent cloth will remove 

the spot. A supply of both will be available under the 

sink in the kitchenette. Commercial carpet “spot 

removers” should not be used.   

~ Linda Weatherholt for the Property Committee 

Our next meeting is on Monday, 

Sept. 19th, at 1 pm in the Atrium. 

The topic is “Where we have come 

in three years and where we are 

going” with Dr. Meredith Dobyns 

moderating. We invite anyone who 

has attended any of the meetings in the past to attend 

this event. We have covered many topics and would 

like to know which have been most helpful or missed 

the mark. We are at a point where we are going strong 

with a small group and do not want to leave people out 

OR miss topics. Come and share your ideas about the 

distance you have traveled, what topics should have 

been covered and weren’t, and what have you 

accomplished because of this group. 

  ~ Meredith Dobyns 

Do join The Worthington Interfaith Network (WIN) 

for the third Tuesday of the month series, Sharing Our 

Stories.  These fascinating programs are free and open 

to the entire community. 

Our first speakers were a professional couple, doctors 

at Ohio State University, who emigrated to this 

country from Turkey.  We had the opportunity to meet 

their young children and to learn about their practice 

of the Muslim faith as well as their journey to 

Columbus. In July, we met a Holocaust survivor, Sofia 

Karpovich, and her husband, Edgar. Their lives have 

been shaped by their faith and it was humbling to see 

how much they believe in the good of humanity even 

while they devote their lives to sharing their horrific 

experiences in the hope that “they will never happen 

again.” 

Tarunjit Batalia will share his faith journey on 

Tuesday, September 20 at 7:30 pm in the community 

room at the Northwest Library on Hard Road. A 

member of the faculty of Civil, Environmental and 

Geodesic Engineering at Ohio State, he practices the 

Sikh religion which emphasizes the sanctity of all 

living creatures. In 2004, Dr. Batalia was the first non-

Christian to be honored with the Living Faith Award 

by the Spirituality Network. He is a gifted speaker and 

is devoted to promoting inter-faith peace. A former 

Secretary General of the World Sikh Council—

American Region, he co-edited Religions in 

Ohio:Profiles of Faith Communities published in 2004 

by Ohio University Press.  

Mark your calendar also for Thursday, October 20, 

when we will be meeting at the Old Worthington 

Library to hear a refugee who has been assisted in 

settling in Columbus by the non-profit organization, 

US Together. 

WIN is a multi-faith organization providing  

opportunities for neighbors of diverse cultural and 

faith traditions to engage in activities promoting 

mutual understanding and respect. St. John’s is a 

member of WIN. 

SHARING OUR STORIES… 

WELCOMING DIVERSE CULTURES 

mailto:twopas@aol.com
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   NEWS FROM ST. JOHN’S EARLY EDUCATION CENTER    

ACOLYTE TRAINING! 

We can hardly believe that the summer has ended, but the classrooms 

have been reassembled from their summer slumber. Soon the 

classrooms will be filling up with little ones; returning families 

familiar with the school and many new families joining us. There are 

many happy moments when children recognize the classroom or 

perhaps a familiar teacher, as well as tears on the parents’ part when 

leaving their little one for the first time. As we gear up for our 52nd 

year with Parent night Sept. 6th, we have a bit of news to share.  

We have had some changes occur at the preschool over the summer. 

Carrie Troester will be joining Jennifer Pawley in the blue room.  We 

have hired Megan Vance to teach in the Yellow Room. Both come to 

us with previous preschool teaching experience and were highly 

recommended. Carrie and her family are members of St. John’s 

Parish and her children have attended the pre-school. She was on our 

substitute teacher list last year.  

We have a superb group of teachers and look forward to a great year 

with your children. If you know of someone who is considering 

sending their child to our preschool in the fall, please let them know that time is of the essence! We only have 

a few openings. They can call the office at 614-885-2315 to schedule a tour of our school. 

Cathy Wahoff, Director 

This year's parish picnic 

will be held Sunday, 

October 9, on the 

Village Green, in front 

of the church, following 

an outdoor service. 

Entrees will be 

provided by Hospitality & Fellowship, and 

parishioners are asked to bring appetizers, side dishes 

and desserts. We will be organizing activities for 

children and youth, as well as pastimes for adults. If 

you would like to volunteer to help with set-up, clean-

up, or activities, please contact  Ted Dziemianowicz 

at ted.dziemianowicz@comcast.net or Nancy 

Elkington at nancyelkington@gmail.com. 

More details will be provided in the Sunday 

announcements in September.  

~ Ted Dziemianowicz 

SAVE THE DATE - PARISH PICNIC  

OCTOBER 9 ON 

THE WORTHINGTON GREEN An acolyte is a person 

(young or old) who assists or 

serves the clergy during 

worship. 

Lisa Graupmann and Fr. 

Philip (and others) will be 

offering acolyte training on 

Saturday, September 17 at 

10:00 a.m. Will we gather in 

the atrium and then move into the worship space. It 

will last about an hour and a half. 

If you wish to become an acolyte, please contact Lisa 

or Fr. Philip and then attend this workshop.  

Remember, acolytes can be an adult, or a younger 

child or a teenager. Ideally, young children should be 

in the 4th Grade or older.  

Please speak to Fr. Philip, 

philipc@stjohnsworthington.org, or Lisa Graupmann, 

lisa.graupmann@gmail.com, if you or your child have 

questions or wish to take the training.    

mailto:ted.dziemianowicz@comcast.net
mailto:nancyelkington@gmail.co,
mailto:philipc@stjohnsworthington.org
mailto:lisa.graupmann
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Our Food Pantry donations have been sparse in recent weeks, which is unfortunate since 

many families have been forced to rely on the Gladden and Worthington Food Pantries, as 

they felt the financial crunch of outfitting their children with clothes, shoes, and supplies 

to send them back to school last month or this month.  Our continued support is so impor-

tant to keeping the pantry shelves well-stocked so that help is there when families in tough 

circumstances need it most.  Use the following list as a guide, or just buy a couple extras of whatever nutri-

tious non-perishable item is on sale each week. (Please do NOT bring perishable items such as bread or fruit, 

as there is often a delay in delivering food to the pantries. If you do have perishable items to donate, you may 

take them directly to the pantry, where they can be used right away.) 

Sept 4 - canned salmon or tuna, shaving cream 

Sept 11 - canned fruit in natural juices, razors 

Sept 18 - low-sugar cereal, toothbrushes 

Sept 25 - beef stew, deodorant 

~ Mary Bailey 

THE FOOD PANTRIES 

SKILLS & INTERESTS DIRECTORY FOR ST. JOHN'S!  

In line with new Vision areas, St. John's is taking an important step in improving 

familiarity and fellowship among our parishioners.  

The Communications Committee is launching an endeavor that will begin with an 

all-member skills and interests survey, continue with a compilation of responses 

into an inventory and end with an online St. John’s Skills Directory - kind of like 

LinkedIn for St. John's! 

We have developed a one-page Skills and Interest Inventory and are asking that all 

parishioners complete one once it is released. We hope to elicit your talents and in-

terests so we can combine and cross-reference them with the survey results of oth-

ers. The ultimate goal is to arrive at a place where it will be possible to target specific individuals to invite to 

help with a range of church projects, programs and ministries and to facilitate people with similar interests 

coming together for fellowship, learning, or fun. 

Filling out a survey (either online or on paper) is entirely voluntary. But our church’s ability to benefit from 

the willingness of parishioners to share their God-given talents with the rest of the community is immense. 

How would it work? Here are a few examples: 

1. Anyone who checked the “languages” box could assist in conducting conversations to develop the lan-

guage skills of St. John’s children and adults. This in turn could perhaps even lead to outreach in a Latino 

community.  

2. Or let’s say that “Jamie Rivers” works in construction during the week but plays the Irish Harp for friends 

on weekends. Sara Seidel or one of our Celtic Service organizers might, one day, ask if he would contrib-

ute his time and talent to playing at a worship service.  

3. Travel harnesses the experience of our parishioners who have traveled near and far. By reminiscing and 

sharing we can assist others with their travel arrangements and plans, and also help in organizing St. John’s 

trips; Stratford Ontario Theatre, Chicago, New York, Gettysburg, etc.  

As we move into the next phase of our Visioning process, the value in mining the St. John’s Skills Directory 

will be great. Being able to find the right people for the right task will considerably speed the process of form-

ing new working groups – and thereby ensure that we achieve our goals for the coming years. 

Not to mention the value of new friendships formed when common interests are uncovered!  
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A New Choir Room  

Well, not really, but it might as well be! As I noted in my annual report, the exciting growth of the choir comes 

with space-related challenges, both for worship and for rehearsal. When Todd Boler told me last spring that he 

had some ideas for improving the arrangement of the choir room, I had no idea how beautifully the project 

would turn out! With some rearranging of furniture and gathering of art, Todd has almost single-handedly 

created a considerably more efficient and workable rehearsal space that doubles as a small gallery of St. John’s

-related artwork. There are now more than a dozen depictions of St. John’s in the choir room, including one 

with the original steeple. I tried to get a good photograph for this article, but nothing I could capture did justice 

to the amazing work that Todd has done this summer, so instead I invite you to come up to the choir room 

whenever you are here and have a look around. There are lots of treasures to discover! 
 

Music Series Concert: Sunday, September 25, 3:00 p.m. 

Karen Peeler, soprano: Songs for a Lifetime 

Karen Peeler is Professor Emeritus of Voice and Pedagogy at The Ohio State 

University, where she headed the graduate program in voice pedagogy and was Director 

of the Helen Swank Voice Teaching and Research Lab. She has performed leading roles 

in opera, operetta, and musical theater throughout the United States and has concertized 

widely in the U.S., Austria, and Italy. Dr. Peeler’s program will feature works by 

Purcell, Quilter, Schubert, Mahler, Satie, Montsalvatge, Raum, Hageman, Moore, and 

Dougherty. She will be joined by a host of friends, including pianists Barbara Sahr and 

Rose Zuber; violist Henrietta Neeley; soprano Marley Nemeth; tenor Michael 

Hamilton; and narrator Patrick Woliver. The Hospitality and Fellowship Committee 

will host a reception in the Atrium following the concert. Our concerts are a great way 

to introduce others to St. John’s – please spread the word and invite a friend! 

 

Maintenance and Repairs to the Organ 

Minor structural repairs were made to the organ during the 

middle of August. The metal in the façade pipes has 

softened over time, and the pipes had begun to bend and 

lean forward. Changes were made in the racking to secure 

these pipes and prevent their collapse. 
 

The organ is showing its age, with increasing instances of 

backside ciphers and other mechanical issues. This is not 

unusual; the average lifespan of a combination action such 

as this one is roughly 35-40 years. The organ will likely 

require significant maintenance in the next several years.  

 

 

Choir Rehearsals begin September 1 – New Singers are Welcome! 

The adult choir is a super fun group of people, and even though the chancel looks full, we are always excited 

to add new singers! If you are intrigued, but unsure if singing in the choir is a commitment you want to take 

on, please consider this an open invitation for an 8-week trial period in the fall. Any questions? Grab me after 

church one morning, call me at the church, or email me at SaraS@StJohnsWorthington.org. 
 

Choir Schedule, beginning September 1: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

~Sara Seidel 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 
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WE ARE ALL THE SAME! 
 

Something pretty miraculous happened to me about a month ago, and I am still trying to 

process what it meant and its impact on me. 

As many of you know, for the last almost nine years, I have been the Deacon-in-Charge 

of the In The Garden Ministry at Trinity Episcopal Church on Capitol Square. This is part 

of the reason that I leave immediately after the second service to get downtown in time to 

coordinate the meals and worship service. 

Over the years I have experienced the deep faith that some of these people have, in spite 

of their mental illnesses and rejection from the majority of society. They may not be 

educated in theology but they embrace and really try to live their daily lives following 

Jesus’ commandment: 

Love thy neighbor as thyself (Mark 12:31) 

No matter the situation and the alienation from the ‘normal’ or mainstream, they still are a closely-knit 

community that takes care of its own. 

At the end of July, In the Garden held their own version of Mass in the Grass, or as we call it “Mass in the 

Garden”. All the volunteers work together to provide a picnic in the garden space between Trinity and the 

Glimscher Building. This year we had over 160 people come and celebrate with us. And celebrate we did; for 

the fourth time in nine years, we celebrated Eucharist on the steps of Trinity Church. And the majority of the 

people lined up and received. Seeing the line for communion going from the church steps to almost State 

Street was a marvelous witness to God’s love for all his people. 

But it was during the clean-up after the picnic that the biggest miracle happened. We always have a group of 

men and women who help us clean up after each of the meals. This allows all of us to get home a little earlier 

on Sunday afternoon. 

Because we were outside, there were a lot of tables to be taken down and transported back to the undercroft. 

Some of the tables would be loaded into a Core Team member’s trunk. I was resting, leaning on a stack of 

tables, with two ‘regulars’ who had done a yeoman’s job of breaking down and stacking tables. These 

gentlemen were older than I, and had probably spend their entire lives in day labor or menial jobs. We were all 

resting, leaning on the tables with our hands in near proximity. 

Suddenly, one of the men reached out and gently touched my hand. The other one 

started to pull his hand away and said ‘you can’t touch a white woman’s hands’. 

This took me back, but I did not move my hand. I told him it was okay, I didn’t 

mind. With all the tenderness one would use to caress a baby, he gently rubbed 

my hand and fingers with amazement in his eyes. In all my life, I don’t ever 

remember anyone touching and stroking my hands with this much respect. As he 

stroked my hand, he said  

‘you feel just like me’, ‘we really ARE the same’.  

I don’t know what kind of impact this small act had on the two men, but I know for me, until the end of my 

life, I will never forget that experience: someone who was so bound by social convention, that he had NEVER 

touched the skin (or person) of a ‘white woman’. And who, by this experience, discovered the universal truth, 

that  

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, black or 

white (Galatians 3:28) 

WE ARE ALL THE SAME –  

Not only under the skin, but also in God’s eyes. 

~ The Rev. Deniray Mueller, Deacon 

The Rev. Deniray 

Mueller, Deacon 
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Children & Youth Formation News 

GIFT will start again on September 

11th and 25th. It will continue every 

other Sunday during the school year. 

What is GIFT? Growing In Faith 

Together is a simple and fun Bible 

story, music and bubbles for babies, 

toddlers, their parents and grandparents. 

It is a great way to meet other families 

and introduce your young ones to the 

Bible and Jesus. It is a very short 

session for little minds that have short 

attention spans. Stay and play and meet 

our awesome nursery staff! Contact 

Olivia Slykhuis at 740-816-7407 or 

<dogdirt5@yahoo.com> if you have 

more questions.  

GIFT (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) 

 

It’s hard to believe that the backpacks have already been blessed and our youth are beginning a new year of 

school!  With Labor Day right around the corner, we’re also gearing up for the “new” year here at St. John’s! 

Summer Sundays will conclude with its last session on September 2 for those children in attendance. Summer 

Sundays is a less-structured Children’s Church time, where kids hear and discuss a Bible story (this summer, 

we’ve had fun learning about the judges), then have time for free play before returning to “Big Church” for the 

Holy Eucharist.  

Children’s Church will resume on September 11! Open to all children older than “nursery age” – and their 

parents if they wish – Children’s Church meets each Sunday during the first part of the 9 am service. Children 

will hear the same Gospel reading as the adults, then enjoy an age-appropriate discussion, craft or game related 

to the theme.  We’ll also say our own version of the Nicene Creed and talk about our personal prayers for the 

week before heading back to “Big Church” in time for the Holy Eucharist. Reminder: any children who wish 

to have a better view of the altar during the Eucharist are invited to sit upstairs in the balcony.  Adult 

supervision is provided. 

Also beginning again on September 11: Sunday School classes for preschoolers through 5th graders and 

Youth Education for 6th through 12th graders will meet from 10:20 to 11:00. Growing In Faith Together 

(GIFT) for babies & toddlers will meet in the Nursery at 10:20 on September 11th and 25th. 

SAVE THE DATE for our BACK-TO-SCHOOL LOCK-IN!  Kids & youth of all ages are encouraged to 

join in the fun as we gather together to celebrate the beginning of a new school year on Saturday, September 

24th! We’ll begin with a pizza dinner at 6:00 pm Saturday (September 24th), followed by some special games 

and art activities, and then a fun sweet treat. After dessert, kids entering 5th grade and younger will stay in 

Kilbourne Hall to watch a movie and go to bed, while the youth (entering 6th through 12th grades) will head 

over to the Carriage House for movies, games, and talks about the year to come. We’ll all share breakfast in 

the morning before the 9:00 am worship service. Kids who don’t want to spend the night can be picked up 

before lights out on Saturday. Email, call, or text Star Blackford (blackfords@mindspring.com, 614-595-3552) 

or John Pascoe (johncpascoe@gmail.com, 614-314-2165) to sign up your kid(s) or ask questions! 

mailto:blackfords@mindspring.com
mailto:johncpascoe@gmail.com
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MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW!  DRAW NEAR—A PRAYER RETREAT 

FREE HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND CULTURAL 

COMPETENCY TRAINING 9/30/16 

 

On Sunday, August 14 at the 9 a.m. 

worship service, we celebrated the start 

of the 2016-2017 school year with the 

annual Blessing of the Backpacks. 

Thirty children and youth were in 

attendance to have their backpacks, 

lunch boxes and school bags blessed. 

Each child received a special cross key 

chain to carry with them during the 

year. We had the opportunity to meet our new 

Coordinator of Children and Youth Formation, The 

Rev. Karl Stevens, as he celebrated our mass while Fr. 

Philip was on vacation. The children presented Fr. 

Karl with cards and notes to welcome him to St. 

John's. Special thanks to Terri Matthews for 

coordinating this fun event!  

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 2016  

The Women’s Retreat will be held Sept 30-Oct 1, 2016.  Our Facilitator for this year will be 

Deb Aichele.  Deb is a 2015 graduate of Wellstreams.   

“Come away with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” –Jesus 

We long for ways to be more deeply connected with the Holy One; ways to simplify our 

lives; ways to create space and silence in a life full of busy-ness and noise.  The Fall 

Women’s Retreat invites you to come away, so you may quiet yourself and receive God’s presence through 

prayer practices that engage your soul. 

This year’s retreat will be held at the Transfiguration Spirituality Center, Cincinnati, OH. Reservations and 

money need to be received by September 16th to reserve a room. The cost is $87.00, which includes all 

meals.  Please make your check out to St. John’s and write Women’s Retreat on the memo line and give it to 

Donna Hissrich.   Scholarships are available.  We do have a full kitchen and private rooms.  There are only 4 

rooms downstairs so if you would need a downstairs room, please be sure to let me know.  They also need to 

know any dietary needs that you may have.  The retreat will end Saturday at 4 pm.   For more details contact 

Donna Hissrich at 614-203-3562 or email <donna.hissrich@gmail.com>  

On September 30, the Central Ohio Rescue and 

Restore Coalition is hosting a free one day cultural 

competency and human trafficking training. 

The purpose of the training is to increase Central 

Ohio’s capacity to identify and effectively serve 

foreign national victims of human trafficking by 

building cultural competence, relationships and 

knowledge of human trafficking within the 

community. 

This event will feature 

speakers from Central 

Ohio's immigrant 

communities and 

immigrant-serving 

organizations as they 

share information about 

their communities and 

how they have been impacted by human trafficking. 

Additionally, speakers will provide helpful 

information for working with foreign national 

survivors from their communities. 

Free registration is available at this link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-

conference-tickets-26905401781 

We hope you can join us for the training. Could you 

please pass the word through your networks? 

~ Deacon Deniray Mueller 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-conference-tickets-26905401781
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-conference-tickets-26905401781
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DO YOU FEEL A CALLING TO JOIN A  

ST. JOHN’S COMMITTEE?  

Wes Clay 

GARDEN GLORIES 

DEACON MAGGIE TO RETURN 

Please mark your calendars for September 21 for our 

turn to support the His Place ministry at St. John’s Co-

lumbus.  This is a hands-on ministry that provides fel-

lowship and a healthy meal for the Franklinton com-

munity.  The ministry is supported by a rotating group 

of churches throughout Columbus.  A faithful core of 

parishioners has led the St. John’s Worthington team 

and we are looking to expand our volunteer base.   

If you’ve been curious about this ministry or have 

thought about helping but haven’t taken the step yet, 

we hope you will join us.      

There are many ways to help.  You can: 

 Prepare a casserole ahead of time (look for 

recipes and pans in the church atrium) 

 Shop for perishables the day of dinner 

 Set up 4:30 - 6:00 pm 

 Serve the meal family style 6:30 - 7:15 pm 

 Clean-up 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

We especially need casserole cooks and people to help 

serve the meal and clean up.   Come out for an evening 

of fellowship and service.  To help, please contact 

Mary Wachtel, at mdwachtel@gmail.com, or 

614.648.1450.     

~ Mary Wachtel   

UPCOMING HIS PLACE DINNER—

SEPTEMBER 21 

 

“Autumn days when the grass is jeweled, And the silk 

inside a chestnut shell, All these things I love so well...” 

September’s song in the gardens goes into a minor 

key as autumn approaches and Lay Weeders spend 

time pruning and pulling spent plants.  The cycle of 

life is abundantly clear as leaves drift into the gardens 

and fallen walnuts call for caution when walking in 

the churchyard.  Asters come into their own, espe-

cially along the 161 Columbarium and in the secret 

gardens.  It’s a good time to sit on a bench and enjoy 

the fine, warm buzz of late summer.  

          “… I mustn't forget to say a great big Thank You. 

I mustn't forget.” UK school song 

~ Ellen Stukenberg 

Hi! My name is Wes Clay and I am 

the chairperson for St. John’s 

Outreach and Social Justice 

Committee. I am writing to let 

everyone know that we are looking 

for additional members to join our 

committee. Some people may not 

know what this committee does so I 

wanted to give a brief description.  

Remember when you donated clothes and toys for 

some Kilbourne Middle School students last 

Christmas? How about when you donated school and 

office supplies for The Neighborhood House? Those 

are just a couple of initiatives our committee 

coordinates every year.  

Under the Outreach and Social Justice umbrella there 

are many ministries that are supported either 

monetarily, by volunteer help, or by donations. Here 

are some of the ministries that we help: Friendship 

Dinner, In the Garden Ministry, His Place Community 

Dinner, B.R.E.A.D., Worthington and Gladden Food 

Pantries, Habitat for Humanity, COMPASS, Ronald 

McDonald House, Kindway, CHOICES, Tools for 

Schools, PiMiL, and El Hogar.  

We also partner with the Stewardship Committee 

every year to help with one of their outreach drives. 

Remember the donations for gift bags last year to 

Ronald McDonald House, CHOICES, and 

Worthington Resource Pantry?  

We typically meet once a month. The meetings are 

usually on a Monday at 6:30 pm at St. John’s. 

Please contact me at vcux2@me.com or call/text me at 

804-937-2529 if you have questions or would like to 

join us!      

~ Wes Clay 

The Rev. Maggie Leidheiser-

Stoddard will be returning to St. 

John’s on Sunday, October 2, in her 

new position as transitional deacon 

and resident. 
 

More information will be provided 

in the October Crossroads! 

mailto:vcux2@me.com
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CELTIC SERVICE RETURNS IN OCTOBER 

 

Much of the momentum to organize and 

market the St. John’s Parish Library that 

had built up in the winter and spring 

dissipated over the summer due to ordinary 

summer distractions.  September is nearly 

here and so it is time to get back on track! 

We’re honored by the constant flow of 

books and collections from parishioners who wish to 

support the library as well as those who are down-

sizing.  The Library’s annual budget is $100 – of 

which $36 goes to pay for access to our online catalog 

and much of the remainder has been spent on the 

purchase of necessary supplies.  Our renewed focus in 

September will include: 

 Soliciting helpers to reduce the large backlog 

of donations and acquisitions.  This is a 

serious need – if you feel able to come in and 

lend a hand, please send me an email! 

 Re-establishing control over the physical 

library space (excluding table and chairs) by 

ensuring that our space is optimized for 

personal and group study and that the 

collection is current and well-described in the 

online catalog. 

 Launching a monthly New Books column in 

Crossroads to bring new books to the attention 

of readers.  We will include pithy reviews and 

provide enough information to help you find it 

on the shelf.   This will start up in October. 

 Reinvigorating the “Take it or Leave it” 

program in the bookcase outside of the 

Kilbourne kitchenette.  You are invited to 

bring in a few books in good condition that 

you have read and then take a book or two that 

appeals to you and that was left by another 

reader. 

 Continuing to raise the Library’s profile as a 

guide, partner and rich, relevant resource to all 

St. John’s parishioners and ministries. 

I look forward to hearing from you! 

~ Nancy Elkington 

UPDATE ON THE ST. JOHN’S PARISH 

LIBRARY, SUMMER 2016 

Iona is a tiny and beautiful Hebridean 

island off the northwest coast of 

Scotland. It has attracted pilgrims for 

more than two millennia. In 563 AD 

the Irish monk Columba established a 

monastic settlement of 125 people 

there. In the 13th century, it became the site of a 

Benedictine abbey which over the centuries has 

attracted many thousands of people to make their own 

pilgrimages.  In September, 2012, nine members of St. 

John's Episcopal Church in Worthington traveled to 

Iona under the auspices of the Bexley-Seabury 

Seminary. We were joined by pilgrims from Illinois, 

Texas, North Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. We spent 

a week studying with John Philip Newell, ordained 

minister in the Church of Scotland and author of many 

books on Celtic Christianity. We worshiped in the 

Iona Abbey, and explored the sacred places on this 

holy isle. As Newell wrote in Christ of the Celts: “Iona 

is an island that . . . still has the freshness of the first 

day of creation. It can be an island of wild wind and 

elemental storm, but in turbulence or stillness, Iona is 

a place where the sounds of the Beginning can 

immediately be heard.”  

As a result of that inspirational journey, the nine 

pilgrims, joined by other parishioners attracted to 

Celtic Christian traditions and with the blessing of our 

Rector, Philip College, began to offer a lay-led Celtic 

Service. The service is held in the atrium at 5 p.m. on 

the first Sunday of the month, October through June, 

unless that first Sunday is a holiday. We use the Order 

of Service found in the Iona Worship book and include 

music and meditation in addition to prayers and 

readings. This is an intimate, quiet, and contemplative 

service always followed by a time of hospitality and 

fellowship. Brochures with our 2016-17 schedule and 

more information about Celtic Christianity can be 

found on the information table in the Atrium. 

Our first service this fall will be held at 5 p.m. on 

October 2. We welcome all St. John’s parishioners and 

friends from outside our church family to join us on 

Oct 2 as we celebrate the beginning of our most 

beautiful season of Autumn. 

~ The Celtic Fellowship  
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 LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE! 

Let Your Light Shine is the theme of our Fall Pledge Program, which will 

occur in October. This message comes to us from Jesus’s words in Matthew 5: 

“You are the light of the world” in verse 14 and “let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven” in verse 16.   In response to God’s generosity to us, we “let our light 

shine” by offering our time, our talents, and our money to support our 

ministries at St. John’s and also by serving others and sharing with others in 

gratitude and love. God’s generosity to us inspires our own generosity. Part of 

our mission as Christians is to serve as Christ’s hands and feet in the world.  

This mission coincides with one of our Vision Statements: “We will expand our presence and purpose in the 

greater community outside of St. John’s.” 

In partnership with the Outreach and Social Justice Committee, the Stewardship Committee will be launching 

a new parish-wide outreach project in October that we hope will inspire every person at St. John’s, from the 

youngest to the oldest.  Our project will serve two populations in the greater community outside of St. John’s – 

babies and toddlers whose parents receive food and assistance from the Worthington Resource Pantry, and 

men and women who participate in the Kindway EMBARK reentry program.  Another one of our Vision 

Statements is: “We will strengthen and promote greater relationships between generations.”  We hope these 

two projects will lead to some intergenerational interactions! 

For the “Baby Project” we will be collecting specific items for babies and toddlers – baby food, formula, 

diapers (sizes 4 and up), and baby wipes.  New or gently used books for babies, toddlers, and children are also 

welcome.  We will also be inviting some parents and their babies to visit Children’s Church and talk about 

things their babies need to grow and thrive, and how we can “let our light shine” by providing these things for 

babies served by the Worthington Resource Pantry, helping those babies get off to a healthy start in life. 

For the Kindway project, we will be “letting our light shine” by collecting gift cards for Walmart and Meijer, 

gasoline gift cards, and COTA bus passes.  These gift cards and passes provide invaluable support to 

participants “as they navigate their journey from incarceration to independence.”  We will also have a visit 

from Deacon Jackie and a few Kindway participants at an Adult Forum in October. 

We also hope to organize a couple of Group Volunteering opportunities at the Worthington Resource Pantry in 

October.  “Letting our light shine” as a group will be a fun way to strengthen relationships with our fellow 

parishioners, while serving as Christ’s hands in our wider community. 

Although the formal collection won’t begin until October, it’s not too soon to start watching for coupons or 

sales on baby items or watching for ‘double gas points’ on gift card purchases.  You don’t need to wait until 

October to “let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven!” 

~ Mary Bailey – on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

Have you ever realized you have not seen someone in church for a little while and you think to yourself, “I 

should give that person a call or send them a card?” But then you leave church and you get busy with your 

family, kids, work, etc. and forget to reach out to your friend. The Stewardship Committee now has “We 

missed you” postcards on the Information Table for adults and for children. You or your child can write a 

quick note to your missing friend, and write the friend’s full name on the address side, then drop the card in the 

decorated blue box. Vicky will collect the cards each week, add the person’s address, and mail the card out for 

you. What a friendly way to let someone know you care! 

~ Donna Hissrich, On behalf of the Stewardship Committee  

WE MISSED YOU  
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Financial Recap: 
  

As of July 31, 2016, our actual pledge and plate receipts were just $300 under budget, with our total revenues 
being below budget slightly by $700. In total our operating expenses were just slightly under budget as well by $400 
which, in combination with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of $68,800, right about where we expected to 
be at this point in the year.  As a result, we have needed $64,200 to cover the deficit.   On the bright side, the church 
has received special gifts from several parishioners in 2015 and 2016 totaling $80,970 of which $32,200 has currently 
been allocated by the Finance Committee and the Vestry to use towards the expected budget deficit for the year 2016.  
Therefore, to date, we have only needed to use $32,000 of funds directly from our investments.  A big thank you again 
for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact and allow us to preserve the funds in our investments! And, 
thank you to everyone for keeping current with your pledge commitment, this has helped our finances immensely. 
  
 

 

  

   

  
  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge & Plate Contributions   249,956 249,610               (346)  

Other Revenue     16,100   15,791               (309)  

Total Operating Revenue   266,056 265,401               (655)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  177,906 180,087               2,181  

Diocesan Expense    44,919   44,000                (919)  

Other Administrative Expenses    15,581   15,177                (404)  

Building & Grounds Expenses    72,498   76,611               4,113  

Committee Expenses    23,523   18,303              (5,220)  

Total Operating Expenses  334,427 334,178                (249)  

Operating Cash Flow  (68,371) (68,777)                (406)  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR THE SIX MONTHS ENDED JULY 31, 2016 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 

 

Saturday, September 3rd     1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot 

Sunday, September 4th  10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 

Monday, September 5th     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday, September 6th     6:00 PM – Communications Committee, LaChatelaine, Alice Foeller 

Wednesday, September 7th  12:30 PM – Planning Meeting for Seeking God Together, Library 

Wednesday, September 7th    6:00 PM – Singles Dining Out, Off Campus 

Saturday, September 10th    9:00 AM – Property Committee, Conference Room, Dick Danke 

Saturday, September 10th    1:00 PM – Church & Graveyard Tours for Ohio History Connection 

Saturday, September 10th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, September 11th    4:00 PM – Blessing of the Animals, Village Green, Father Philip  

Monday, September 12th    6:30 PM – Outreach & Social Justice Committee, Conference Room 

Thursday, September 15th     5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, John Pascoe  

Saturday, September 17th  10:00 AM – Acolyte Training, Nave, Father Philip 

Saturday, September 17th     1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot 

Sunday, September 18th   12:15 PM – Youth Group, Carriage House, Ann Badger 

Sunday, September 18th    2:00 PM – Church & Graveyard Tours for Ohio History Connection 

Monday, September 19th    1:00 PM – Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 

Monday, September 19th   Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Tuesday, September 20th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 

Saturday, September 24th    9:00 AM – 5:00 PM – Olde Worthington Market Day, Village Greens 

Saturday, September 24th    6:00 PM – Back to School Lock-In, Kilbourne Hall, Star Blackford 

Sunday, September 25th    3:00 PM – Concert Series Concert, Nave, Sara Seidel 

Tuesday, September 27th    7:00 PM – Worship Committee, Conference Room, Donna Somerville 

Thursday, September 29th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Friday, September 30th    5:00 PM – Youth Group, Parking Lot, Ann Badger 

 

Sunday, October 2nd   10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 

Sunday, October 2nd     5:00 PM – Celtic Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, October 3rd      1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday, October 4th     6:00 PM – Communications Committee, LaChatelaine, Alice Foeller 

 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of September 
 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children and Youth & Adult Forum 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALL SAINTS FUND 

Andrew Nelson  Sept. 1 

Scott Williams  Sept. 2 

Ben Younan  Sept. 2 

Dave Gessaman  Sept. 3 

Joe Factor  Sept. 3 

Donna Hissrich   Sept. 3 

Matthew Boggs  Sept. 3 

Mary Louise Progoff Sept. 4 

Karen Patterson  Sept. 4 

Trent Webster  Sept. 4 

Wyatt Starkie  Sept. 4 

Ross Hederman  Sept. 4 

Harry Heald  Sept. 6 
Leah Gonzalez  Sept. 6 

Marjie Lindsey  Sept. 8 

Carol Newcomb-Alutto Sept. 8 

Lindsay Prince  Sept. 8 

Kathy Hayes   Sept. 10 

Jennifer Huddle  Sept. 10 

Mark Lewis II  Sept. 10 

Adele Johnson  Sept. 10 

Evan Thurman  Sept. 10 

Kathy Hall  Sept. 11 

Marianne Broere  Sept. 11 

Jonathan Johns  Sept. 12 

Jason Andersen  Sept. 12 

Alice Foeller  Sept. 12 

Christine Arnold  Sept. 13 

Mary Bailey  Sept. 13 

Mia Hatfield  Sept. 14 

Brea Daniel  Sept. 15 

Loretta Strang  Sept. 18 

Len Gibler  Sept. 18 

Thomas Stevens  Sept. 18 

Anita Jackson  Sept. 19 

Betty Baker  Sept. 19 

Matt Rice  Sept. 19 

Margaret Scott  Sept. 19 

Dick Danke  Sept. 21 

Wes Clay  Sept. 21 

Garrett Thesing  Sept. 21 

Jesse James  Sept. 23 

Punky Cline  Sept. 24 

Sandy Carroll  Sept. 24 

Toby Reel  Sept. 24 

Jan Howden  Sept. 25 

Eve Herold  Sept. 27 

Hat O’Toole  Sept. 27 

Melissa Faulkner  Sept. 28 

Tricia Herban  Sept. 30 

Rachel Fuller  Sept. 30 

Adrian Turner  Sept. 30 

Leighton Calfee  Sept. 30 

Ben Austin  Sept. 30 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to you! 

The Following people have recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

Richard and Shirley Suddendorf     In Memory of Letty Belknap 

Grover Furey      In Memory of Letty Belknap 

Alan and Carolyn Toops     In Memory of Letty Belknap 

Susan Bonnell      In Memory of Letty Belknap 

Virginia Trapp      In Memory of Letty Belknap 

Barbara Brooks      In Memory of Letty Belknap 

Lois Jean Welch      In Memory of Letty Belknap 

Janice Howden      In Memory of Letty Belknap 

William and Linda Weatherholt     In Memory of Letty Belknap 
 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 

programs or premises. If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any 

event, simply write a check to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The 

name of the person or event being memorialized should be included in the memo line. 


