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FATHER BOB FICKS TO BEGIN ON NOVEMBER 13 

CHURCH OFFICE TO BE CLOSED 
The church office will be closed on 

Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 

25, for the Thanksgiving holiday. Please 

plan accordingly. 

THANKSGIVING  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

On Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 

November 24, we will have one 

worship service at 10:00 a.m. in the 

nave.  

Please join us for the readings from 

scripture, hymns and the Holy 

Eucharist (no homily).  

FALL BACK! 

Reminder: Clocks should “fall back” one hour before 

you go to bed on Saturday night, November 5. 

 

The Rev. Robert (Bob) Ficks III will be joining the St. 

John’s Clergy on Sunday, November 13, 2016 as an 

Honorary Priest Associate. Fr. Bob will be volunteering 

his time and talents to assist in the ministries of St. John’s.  

Fr. Bob will be serving St. John’s during the fall and 

winter months only. He spends the other half of the year 

serving St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Winn, Maine.   

He and his wife, Ann, have four children and five 

grandchildren – and a dog named Patch. 

A much longer bio and introduction to Fr. Bob was printed 

in the October Crossroads. 

The Rev. Robert Ficks III  
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NOVEMBER 6 CELTIC SERVICE 

GRATITUDE FOR A WARM WELCOME,  

AND LOOKING FORWARD  

DEAN OF CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL  

TO VISIT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Hello wonderful people of St. 

John's! I want you all to know 

how very happy I am to be back 

with you in Worthington, in my 

new role as Transitional Deacon 

and Diocesan Resident. I have felt 

deeply affirmed by your warm 

welcome over the last few weeks. 

Each smile, note, and hug has 

meant something to me, and I 

thank you all. 

I am still settling in, and working together with Fr. 

Philip and others to discern exactly how I can best 

serve God in this parish while continuing to develop 

my skills and interests. Fr. Philip and I have identified 

four focus areas for the first year of my placement: 

preaching, social justice and outreach, pastoral care, 

and modeling joyful Christian presence. 

I want you all to know that I value your opinions and 

perspectives, and so I invite you to give me thoughtful 

feedback as we proceed along this journey together. I 

am still in the beginning stages of my development as 

an ordained minister, and your engagement with my 

learning will allow me to become a more capable 

deacon (and, hopefully, priest). 

Thank you all for welcoming my family and me back 

into your fold. I look forward to a spirit-filled two 

years in this blessed place with you! 

~ Deacon Maggie  

The next lay-led Celtic Service will be 

held on Sunday, November 6, at 5 p.m. in 

the Atrium. We use the Order of Service 

found in the Iona Worship book and 

include music and meditation in addition 

to prayers and readings. This is an intimate, quiet, and 

contemplative service followed by a time of 

hospitality and fellowship. We welcome all St. John’s 

parishioners and friends from outside our church 

family to join us on Nov 6 as we celebrate the 

beginning of a new season. Enter through the Atrium 

doors any time after 4:30.  

~ Eve Herold 

The Very Rev. Gail E. 

Greenwell, Dean of Christ 

Church Cathedral in 

Cincinnati, will be the guest 

preacher at both services on 

Sunday, November 13. She 

will also be speaking at the 

Sunday Adult Forum in-

between the two services (at 

approximately 10:20 a.m.) 

Dean Greenwell has been the 

dean of Christ Church 

Cathedral since November 1, 

2013. She was officially installed in a Celebration of 

New Ministry on Saturday, April 26, 2014. 

Previously she was rector at Saint Michael and All 

Angels Episcopal Church in Mission, Kansas (a 

suburb of Kansas City). She also served at the Church 

of the Epiphany in San Carlos, California, and St. 

Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Belvedere, California, 

and was interim director of Christian Formation at 

Christ Church in Lake Oswego, Oregon. 

Dean Greenwell earned her Master of Divinity degree 

at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. She also 

holds a bachelor’s degree in history and education 

from the University of Oregon. Her experience 

includes authorship of a curriculum in preparation for 

baptism and establishing a spirituality and arts camp 

for low-income and inner city children. In 2008, she 

was the recipient of the Pastoral Leadership Award 

from the Louisville Institute and in 2014 she was the 

recipient of The Bishop Herbert Thompson Award 

from the Cincinnati Human Relations Commission. 

Dean Greenwell and her husband, Jim, are making 

their home in Cincinnati’s Over-the-Rhine. They have 

two grown daughters – Megan is a journalist for ESPN 

in Connecticut; Emily works in pharmaceutical 

publishing in Boston. They also have a four-year-old 

Boston terrier named Riley. 

The Very Rev. 

Gail E. Greenwell 
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE AND PICNIC, OCTOBER 9, 2016  
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BAPTISMAL DATES 

VESTRY NOMINATION COMMITTEE  

Our Vestry is comprised of active 

members of the church who are 

nominated and elected to serve on 

the Vestry as a governing body of 

the church. As their terms of service 

expire, a committee is formed to 

gather and submit names for 

consideration and election in February 2017. 

That committee, chaired by Junior Warden Jonathan 

Johns, has met recently and is creating a list of 

candidates. The 2017 Vestry Nomination committee 

consists of: Todd Boler, Linda Weatherholt, Tricia 

Herban, Dawn Pascoe, Kim Basso, David Hissrich, 

Sue Sheets, and Jonathan Johns. 

The Nominating committee is hoping to provide a 

long list of potential candidates. Please feel free to 

contact anyone on this committee if you would like to 

be on this list or know someone who should be. 

Thank you. 

~ Jonathan Johns  

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the next several baptism dates: 

 The Sunday after All Saints Day – November 6, 

2016 

 The First Sunday after the Epiphany; the Baptism 

of our Lord Jesus Christ – January 8, 2017 

 The Great Easter Vigil – Saturday evening, April 

15, 2017  

 The Day of the Pentecost – Sunday, June 4, 2017 

 The Sunday After all Saints Day – November 5, 

2017 

If you wish to be baptized, or if you have a family 

member to be baptized, please contact Fr. Philip.  A 

short educational session is required prior to each 

baptism.  

THANK YOU FOR  

LETTING YOUR LIGHT SHINE! 

Thank you to all the parishioners of St. 

John’s who Let Your Light Shine in 

October by donating items for the Baby 

Project and gift cards for the Kindway 

Project. 

For the Baby Project, we received 17 packages of 

diapers (689 total diapers, sizes 4-6), 40 packages of 

baby wipes, 40 jars of baby food, and 4 canisters of 

baby formula, all of which will serve babies and 

toddlers whose parents receive food and assistance 

from the Worthington Resource Pantry.  These are 

items the Pantry cannot always provide in sufficient 

quantity. The children of St. John’s carried the baby 

items into church at the 9 am service on October 16, 

and Father Philip offered this prayer of blessing: 

Gracious God, giver of all good gifts, we ask you 

to bless these Baby Items, and bless the babies and 

toddlers who will receive them.  We thank you for 

all the parishioners whose generosity provided 

baby food and formula to nourish these babies, and 

diapers and baby wipes to make them comfortable.  

We thank you for the children of St. John's who 

learned what babies need, and who joyfully offer 

these items to help the babies thrive.  May each of 

the families who receive these baby items be 

blessed with the joy of a happy and healthy baby.  

We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen 

For the Kindway Project, we received 4 Meijer gift 

cards, 2 Walmart gift cards, 3 gasoline gift cards, plus 

almost $150 in cash or checks to purchase additional 

gift cards or bus passes, all of which will help men 

and women just released from prison, who are 

participating in the Kindway EMBARK reentry 

program to support them “as they navigate their 

journey from incarceration to independence.”  Father 

Philip offered this prayer of blessing at the 11:15 am 

service on October 16: 

Gracious God, giver of all good gifts, we ask you 

to bless these gift cards and the men and women 

who will receive them.  We thank you for all the 

parishioners who generously provided the gift 

cards and cash donations for more gift cards.  May 

those who receive the gift cards find hope, dignity, 

and confidence as they make a fresh start in their 

lives after being released from prison.  We ask this 

in Jesus' name. Amen. 
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THE FOOD PANTRIES 

SATURDAY SUPPER DECEMBER 3 

Last month, a number of St. John’s parishioners Let Their Light Shine by 

volunteering at the Worthington Food Pantry.  Thanks to Amy and Charlotte 

Beebe,, and Amy’s mother Linda, Joan Bird, Susie Bonnell, Wes Clay, Ted 

Dziemianowicz, Nancy Elkington, Tricia Herban, Maggie and Jesse Leidheiser-

Stoddard, Yvette Lissanon, Teresa Millard, and her grandson, 

Grant, Emily and Brice Patterson, and Diana Vanek for volunteering, and 

to Donna Hissrich for facilitating the meals that preceded the volunteer 

sessions.  The volunteers learned more about how the pantry serves our 

neighbors, and they helped out by sorting and shelving a variety of 

donations, including food, toiletries, bread, and all our Baby Items.  All 

agreed this was a meaningful experience, and we hope to organize more 

Group Volunteer sessions in the future, giving YOU a chance to Let Your 

Light Shine by volunteering at the Worthington Resource Pantry. 

 Many of us will celebrate Thanksgiving this month with family and 

friends, and we’ll give thanks for the many gifts and blessings God has 

given us. But some families and individuals experience dread or anxiety as 

the holidays approach, because money and food are in short supply due to 

job loss, extended illness, low wages, or other causes.  Loneliness and 

depression can haunt the elderly, the unemployed, singles, and others 

during the holidays, even while celebrations surround them.  We can help 

by finding ways to share our bounty and share God’s love. 

Some Food Pantries will be preparing Thanksgiving dinner baskets for 

families and individuals in need. Others will wait and do Christmas dinner 

baskets instead, but they would still appreciate having "Thanksgiving 

dinner items" on their shelves for clients to select this month. YOU CAN HELP both the Worthington and 

Gladden pantries by including a Thanksgiving dinner item along with your regular Food Pantry contribution 

each week during November. Extras such as sweet potatoes, stuffing, gravy, cornbread or muffin mix, 

cranberry sauce, canned pumpkin pie filling, nuts, or mashed potato mix and any type of canned vegetables 

would be greatly appreciated. MONETARY DONATIONS are also gratefully received and wisely spent for 

much needed items. Please make your check payable to the Pantry of your choice, "Gladden Food Pantry" or 

"Worthington Resource Pantry" (with Food Pantry in the memo line) and place it in the offering plate at 

church, or mail a check directly to Gladden Food Pantry, 318 S. Glenwood Ave., Columbus OH 43223 or 

Worthington Resource Pantry , P.O Box 27, Worthington, OH 43085. Your own Thanksgiving celebration will 

be more meaningful if you know you have shared your bountiful blessings with others. 

November    6 canned chicken, zip-seal baggies, & Thanksgiving dinner item 

 13 pasta or rice, toilet paper, & Thanksgiving dinner item 

 20 spaghetti sauce, bar soap or body wash, & Thanksgiving dinner item  

 27 Hamburger Helper, feminine hygiene products  

Don and Miriam Utter will host the December 3rd Saturday Supper in their home at 194 Sinbury Drive North, 

Worthington.  Make your reservations by emailing: miutter@hotmail.com or phoning 614-436-7427. They 

have chosen ham for their entrée, so please let them know what you will bring to enhance the dinner: 

appetizer, salad, fruit, vegetable or dessert.  

~ Kim Basso 

mailto:miutter@hotmail.com
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Choral Evensong – Sunday, November 13 at 5:00 p.m.  

(prelude at 4:45) 

Choral Evensong has long been an important part of our Anglican heritage. This quiet, 

meditative, music-filled service incorporates elements of drama and ritual that nourish 

our spiritual lives. The choir will sing a chant-based setting of the canticles by Everett 

Titcomb (1884-1968) and the anthem O Lorde, the maker of al thing by John Joubert 

(b.1927); the congregation will join in responses by Andrew Carter (b.1939). There 

will be no celebration of the Eucharist, and Evensong usually lasts about 45 minutes. 

The prelude will include chorale preludes by Johannes Brahms and Sigfrid Karg-Elert. 

The Hospitality and Fellowship Committee will host a reception in the Atrium 

following the service. Please join us for this beautiful and moving worship experience. 
 

Music Series Concert: Abhik Mazumder, piano 

2016 Winner of the Hank Marr Jazz Award 

Sunday, November 20, 3:00 p.m. 

A high school sophomore with formal training in both classical and 

jazz piano, Abhik has performed at notable venues such as Carnegie 

Hall, Merkin Hall, Lincoln Center, Haus der Musik (Vienna), and 

Mozarthaus (Vienna). He has won first and second prizes in several 

state, national, and international competitions in both performance and 

composition. Notable among these are the silver medal in the national 

Carol Klose/Hal Leonard composition competition, the Jazz Arts 

Group's Hank Marr Jazz Award (best high school age jazz musician in 

Ohio), and first place in the junior division of the state-level Buckeye 

Auditions classical piano competition. The Hospitality and Fellowship 

Committee will host a reception in the Atrium following the concert. Our concerts are a great way to introduce 

others to St. John’s – please spread the word and invite a friend!  
 

Christmas Eve Family Service Teaser 

Watch for information to come about a no-rehearsal family choir for the 4:00 service on Christmas Eve! 
 

Choir Schedule 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The adult choir is a super fun group of people 

and is open to anyone high school aged or older who can read music. 

Even though the chancel looks full, we are always excited to add new singers!  
 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, December 11, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. – Advent Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, February 19, 3:00 p.m. – ProMusica Brass Quintet (Music Series FAMILY Concert) 

                                                        Blast into Outer Space 

Sunday, March 19, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent, featuring portions of the Rutter Requiem 

Sunday, April 23, 3:00 p.m. – The West Liberty University Singers (Music Series Concert) 

                                                  Praise, All Ye Nations 

Sunday, May 21, 3:00 p.m. – Karen Peeler, soprano (Music Series Concert) 

                                                 Songs for a Lifetime       ~Sara Seidel 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 
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Children & Youth Formation News 

Blessing of the Baby Items,  

October 16 

Children singing at outside 

Worship Service, October 9. 

COSTUME DAY AND TRIVIA TRICK OR TREAT  

On Sunday, November 6, all children in Pre-K through Grade 5 are invited to wear their Halloween costumes 

to church for Costume Day. During Sunday School time, we will play Trivia Trick-or-Treat in lieu of regular 

classes. The children will go to different stations and have the opportunity to answer simple questions based on 

the Bible stories we've been learning about in Sunday School classes. Please have your child(ren) bring a bag 

to collect treats at each station. Drop off and pick up will be in their normal Sunday School classrooms. Please 

contact Kim Rice at 614-832-7546 with questions.  

GIFT will meet November 13th. What is GIFT? Growing In Faith Together is a simple and fun Bible 

story, music and bubbles for babies, toddlers, their parents and grandparents. It is a great way to meet other 

families and introduce your young ones to the Bible and Jesus. It is a very short session for little minds that 

have short attention spans. Stay and play and meet our awesome nursery staff! Contact Olivia Slykhuis at 740-

816-7407 or dogdirt5@yahoo.com if you have more questions.  

INTER-GENERATIONAL ADVENT ACTIVITIES  

On Sunday, November 27, please join us in Kilbourne Hall for an inter-generational activity to be held 

between the services (starting at approximately 10:25 AM). All are invited to this fun-filled event that marks 

the beginning of the Advent season. It is open to all ages and will take the place of regular Sunday School 

classes and Adult Forum. Watch the upcoming weekly bulletins for additional information. Please contact Kim 

Rice at 614-832-7546 with questions. 
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, November 6th—Youth Group will meet after Sunday 

school and carpool to SKYZONE and defy the laws of gravity on 

the trampolines! We will have lunch out, and details will be e-

mailed. Bring a friend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 23rd—Youth Group will walk to La Chatelaine after Sunday School for brunch, and then 

back to the Carriage House to make Native Talking Sticks. Come create and have fun with us! Friends wel-

come. Details to follow. 

~ Ann Badger 

Youth Group event on October 16 learning about a Mexican/Latin celebration called  

Day of the Dead and making masks.  
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      Thank you for Letting Your Light Shine! 

The theme for our Fall Pledge Program last month was Let Your Light Shine.  Throughout the month, 

we Let Our Light Shine in many different ways.  We thank Sara Seidel for starting us off with a Hymn-Sing in 

Adult Forum, featuring hymns about light – from the lights God created to Christ as the Light to each of us, 

letting our light shine as we reach out to help others.  We also thank Sara for her thoughtful choice of hymns 

and anthems all through October, from “Christ Be Our Light” to “This Little Light of Mine.”  As a parish, we 

Let Our Light Shine for the community when we gathered for worship on the Village Green – hopefully our 

presence will draw others in, to learn about God’s love for them.  As a parish, we also Let Our Light Shine by 

donating baby items for the Worthington Resource Pantry and gift cards for the Kindway reentry program for 

released prisoners.  Sincere thanks to all our parishioners for donating 101 baby items and 9 gift cards and al-

most $200 in cash – these gifts will make a difference in the lives of those who receive them.   Our children 

learned more about what babies need when they welcomed two babies and their parents to Children's Church – 

thanks to Eve Warnock and Orion, and to Wes Clay, Todd Anderson, and Davis, for sharing their time with the 

children.  We also offer thanks to the 14 adults, 1 youth, and 2 children who volunteered their time at the Wor-

thington Resource Pantry after sharing pizza and salad and a reflective Bible Study on Matthew 5:14-16, and 

we thank Donna Hissrich for facilitating the meals before the Volunteer Sessions.  We thank Deacon Jackie 

Burns and her Kindway ‘sister’ Peggy, who came to Adult Forum to help us learn more about the Kindway 

EMBARK program;  Peggy told us in her own words how God’s love and the generosity of others has trans-

formed her life and supported her as she came home after being in prison.  We thank the Finance Committee 

for their Adult Forum presentation.  We thank the parishioners who shared personal stories of what St. John’s 

means to them and how that has influenced their financial giving, either on Facebook or in Stewardship Mo-

ments.  We thank Vicky Turner and Virginia Nussbaum for their expertise and technical support in the office.  

We celebrate the collaboration and cooperation among several different committees at St. John’s, and we thank 

all those from Stewardship, Outreach & Social Justice, Adult Education, Communication, Hospitality & Fel-

lowship, and Children’s & Youth Ministries, as well as individual parishioners, who helped in so many differ-

ent ways.  Through our combined efforts, we Let Our Light Shine, in gratitude for all the gifts God has given 

us.   

As members of St. John’s, we offer our financial pledges to help support and sustain all the ministries 

of St. John’s, enabling worship, outreach, fellowship, and formation to happen in Christ’s name, day by day 

and week by week. Personalized pledge forms were mailed to all parishioners, and we asked parishioners to 

return their completed pledge forms on Consecration Sunday, October 30, after which we celebrated with a 

festive meal. Thanks to everyone for the delicious potluck items at the brunch and lunch!  Thanks to Ted 

Dziemianowicz and his Hospitality & Fellowship Team for providing the main dishes, and additional thanks to 

Ted and his team and to Vestry members, Stewardship Team members, and others who helped with set-up, 

cooking, clean-up, and dishwashing! Thanks to all who have turned in their pledge form and to those who have 

submitted their pledge form online.  The Vestry needs to know what commitments of financial support they 

can expect in 2017, so if you haven’t yet done so, please return your completed pledge form as soon as possi-

ble, either by mail or in the offering plate, or fill out a pledge form online at www.stjohnsworthington.org/

stewardship-pledge-online/.   

With heartfelt thanks to God, we will continue to do the work God has given us to do, Letting Our 

Light Shine, serving as Christ’s eyes and hands and feet in the world.  We all have gifts to share to help build 

God’s kingdom on earth, here and now.  We thank YOU for sharing yourself and your gifts of time, talents, 

and treasure here at St. John’s. 

Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Team 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  

NEWS FROM ST. JOHN’S  

EARLY EDUCATION CENTER 

Do you have a special meditation that brings you 

peace and that you would be willing to share? Seeking 

God Together is a place where individuals can experi-

ence what it means to be listened to and loved by oth-

ers, in a safe and non-judgmental environment, so that 

you can experience listening more attentively to God 

in your daily lives. The purpose of the group is for 

each participant to become more aware of God in their 

lives which leads you to an awakening of the soul.  

Each month we will all take turns in doing the medita-

tion. This will give us different types of meditation 

that will bring more variety to our group.  

We are now meeting in the library on the 1st Wednes-

day of each month from 12:30 – 2:00. If you are inter-

ested in being a part of this group, please join us! Eve-

ryone is welcome. If you have a special meditation 

that you would like to share or have questions or just 

want more information, please contact Donna Hissrich 

at 614-203-3562 or email: 

donna.hissrich@gmail.com.  

~ Donna Hissrich, Spiritual Director  

We have had a wonderful time this October, 

especially visiting Millers Pumpkin Farm in the 

middle of the month. Our Halloween parades and 

game day were a huge success. Thanks to all of the 

parents who helped make the day so special and fun 

for the children. 

The weather has been absolutely lovely and the 

children have enjoyed playing outside often. Many of 

the classes have taken fall walks looking for the 

changes in the leaves, gathering some nuts for 

classification, and making leaf mobiles. 

Inside the school all the walls in the hallway upstairs 

and downstairs reflect all the fun the children are 

having exploring and learning new things. Every day 

something exciting is going on; dancing, painting, 

counting, cooking, cutting, singing and lots of gluing!  

Our Ice Cream social is on Sunday, November 6th, this 

year rather than in the spring. We hope that families 

will bring their children for a fun afternoon playing, 

doing crafts and eating ice cream. We hope that the 

parishioners will also come and see who we are!! 

In November we will be walking to the fire station to 

visit and see the fire fighters up close and personal 

and the fire truck will also visit us. The children love 

taking a stroll together and exploring the wonders of a 

fire truck. 

We are beginning to accept applications for our young 

3’s class, 12 students per 2 teachers, which will start 

in January. Families of children who are too young for 

our other classrooms but have a birthday before 

January 30th and are potty trained are encouraged to 

apply early. Applications are available at the school 

office or on our web site www.sjpreschool.com; 

please don’t delay in applying, as the class is filling 

up quickly, in fact we have only a few spots left! 

Have a terrific Fall! 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director 

IN THE GARDEN DINNER NOV 6  

On Sunday, November 6, St. John’s will again serve 

dinner at Trinity Church Capital Square at 3rd and 

Broad. We will be serving chili with sides and prepare 

to serve 100 + people. Please see the sign-up sheet in 

the atrium to contribute sides for the dinner. To 

volunteer to help serve the dinner or be one of the 

chili cookers, contact eve7125@att.net or 614-846-

3736. We serve from 1-3 pm and anyone is welcome 

to car pool down with me about 12:45. The people 

who come to eat have very little and are always 

grateful for what St. John’s provides. Thank you for 

your ongoing support of this ministry.  

~ Eve Herold 

 

St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and the 

situations in which they, their 

loved ones, friends, co-workers, 

etc, may find themselves.  If you or someone you love 

or know needs prayer support or you would like to 

join us in praying, please call or email Mary Bailey at  

(614) 854-9907 or bailey.3@osu.edu. 

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
http://www.sjpreschool.com
mailto:eve7125@att.net
mailto:twopas@aol.com
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WE ARE GOD’S HANDS…INTRODUCING THE 2016 GIVING TREE PROGRAM! 

Kilbourne Middle School is 

our partner in the Giving Tree 

program again this year—and 

we say “partner” because this 

is a collaborative relationship 

between all of us at St. John’s 

and the devoted staff at 

Kilbourne. When asked, “What 

was the best received aspect of 

the program last year?” Guidance Counselor, Melissa 

Gordon replied  “…the partnership with our 

community and the emotional impact of the gifts on 

the children. This gave an opportunity for the students 

to experience a sense of belonging despite the 

hardships their families may face.” 

Clearly, our gifts have made a difference—a big 

difference. And the children and their families 

have  been given acceptance and dignity, which is our 

greatest hope, far beyond the warmth of a winter coat 

or new shoes. And we are giving right here, at home, 

in our own neighborhood to persons that we could, 

literally, reach out and touch.  

Kilbourne has 523 students this year, of whom 26% 

are considered economically disadvantaged. Most live 

in the Schrock Road/Ambleside Drive area. Melissa 

Gordon is again selecting 10 families for us to help—

and we help all the children in a family so no one is 

excluded from the Christmas love that we extend 

through our gifts. That is why you might be asked to 

provide clothes for a newborn or a coat for a teenager! 

“It takes a village,” as we all know and St. John’s isn’t 

alone in supporting Kilbourne. A local foundation 

provides “Buddy Bags” of healthy food for weekends 

and extended school breaks, and a counseling agency 

provides in-school counselors. Another church 

supplies complete Thanksgiving meals. 

It is wonderful that St. John’s is now becoming a vital 

link in the Kilbourne Village. Our Giving Tree 

program will kick off November 6th, when Melissa 

Gordon will speak at Adult Formation, sharing some 

of her insights and experiences as Kilbourne’s 

Guidance Counselor.  

The Giving Tree will appear on the wall of the Atrium, 

November 6th. You will marvel at our creativity as 

you look it over. The leaves say what items have been 

requested. Here are some ideas to help your gift 

buying: 

 Please take as many leaves as you wish and return 

the gifts with the gift tag attached to your purchase(s) 

and place it in the bins under the tree.  

 Gifts are to be left unwrapped so that parents can 

see what they are and wrap them as they choose.  

 Please include gift receipts (if you can) and attach 

them to each gift that you provide. 

 Please leave the store tag on the gift but remove 

the price if you can. 

 You may also donate wrapping paper, tissue paper 

and gift bags for your items if you would like. 

This year, we hope to open this program to our entire 

congregation. New this year is the option to donate 

gift cards for either Kohl’s or Walmart, which may 

make it easier for some of us to participate, as the 

Outreach and Social Justice Committee will then shop 

for these donors—with the possible assistance of our 

youth, who  know what is “in” and what items would 

be most appreciated! The younger children will also 

be able to participate by making Christmas cards for 

each family.  

Although it may seem early to think about Christmas 

shopping, we must work with Kilbourne’s school 

schedule, and students are on break beginning 

December 16th. That is why, our internal deadline for 

receiving and processing your gifts is December 4th. 

Each family’s gifts will be collected together and 

placed in a black trash bag so that Melissa can give 

them out as discreetly as possible.  

We are very excited about our outreach to Kilbourne’s 

families this year and about introducing Melissa to 

you on November 6th. We would be delighted to 

answer your questions. Please feel free to contact Wes 

at vcux2@me.com or cell #804-937-2529; or Tricia at 

mtherban3@gmail.com or #443-454-0684. 

~ Wes Clay, Outreach and Social Justice Chair and 

Tricia Herban, Vestry. 

mailto:vcux2@me.com
mailto:mtherban3@gmail.com
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GARDEN GLORIES 

 “ … two or three berries in the top of the uppermost 

bough…”  
 

Sometimes we just need to give up in order to have 

things happen. Over the last five years, Lay Weeders 

have tried all kinds of things to get the winterberry 

trees in front of the Kilbourne Hall windows to bear 

fruit.  Soil enhancement, fertilizer, and extra water 

haven’t helped.  The trees are females, so we planted 

male winterberrys (called Jim Dandys) nearby.  Still 

nothing.  Someone actually suggested that we take the 

trees down if they wouldn’t produce berries.   
 

Then came a joyful note from Jane Lagusch, “Please 

note the BEAUTIFUL Winterberry trees on your next 

walk past the front of the church.  They are loaded 

with bright red berries!!  What a gift!”  LOADED 

WITH BRIGHT RED BERRIES!  In God’s time, not 

ours. 

            “…four or five in the outmost fruitful branches 

thereof, saith the Lord God of Israel.”   Isaiah 17:6 

                      ~ Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

ST. JOHN'S AIDS NATURAL DISASTER VICTIMS  

The Outreach & Social Justice Committee has been 

busy the last couple of months. We wrapped up our 

Tools for Schools donation drive and will be starting 

the Kilbourne Middle School Christmas donation 

drive soon. As you may know, our committee also has 

a financial aspect of outreach and social justice. In 

September we sent a check to Episcopal Relief & 

Development for $500 to help aid the victims of the 

Louisiana flooding. In October we sent a check for 

$500 to Episcopal Relief & Development to help aid 

the victims of Hurricane Matthew in Haiti. We are 

humbled to be able to send funds to help these 

individuals that are devastated from these natural 

disasters.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions.  

~ Wes Clay 

Our Wednesday abbreviated service of Holy Eucharist 

will continue to meet at 10:00 a.m.  

However, beginning on the first Wednesday of 

Advent, in the beginning of the new church calendar 

year, we will discontinue the use of Rite I, Prayer I.  

Instead, on Wednesday, December 7th we will be 

using Rite II, Prayer A for the near future. Rite I, 

Prayer I is very similar to Rite II, Prayer A. The 

service will continue to be quiet. There is no music… 

and no homily!   

As you should know…. Rite I is no longer in common 

use in the Episcopal Church, and “The Church” 

universal is undergoing rapid change! Moving 

temporarily to Rite II, Prayer A opens the door for the 

use of other rites in the future. 

As they say, “The only thing constant in this world is 

change.” 

Following our abbreviated Holy Eucharist, most of the 

parishioners stay an additional 30 minutes 

(approximately) for Bible study. Believe it or not, this 

is (usually) a lively and fun group.  

Please consider worshipping with us on Wednesday 

morning and staying for Bible study!  

Fr. Philip+   

WEDNESDAY HOLY EUCHARIST CHANGE 
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WOMEN'S RETREAT  
 

O God, I am seeking for ways to be more deeply connected with 

you; ways to simplify my life; ways to create space and silence in 

a life full of busyness and noise. Lead me to your still waters so 

that I may quiet myself and receive your presence. Amen 

On Sept. 30, eight women from St John’s went to the 

Transfiguration Spirituality Center in Cincinnati, OH. For most 

of us, it started out pretty bumpy as we made our way through 

downpours of rain. 

Several women were able to attend the Evensong on Friday 

Evening. Then we went on to a fabulous dinner, which all of the 

ladies were thrilled with. We were treated with some awesome 

salmon, African green beans and brown rice. When we settled in 

the Bethanna after dinner, Deb began with Evening Prayer. Then 

after a group discussion on what spoke to us, she went on and 

showed us several different types of Body Prayer (A Prayer for 

Strength, A Prayer for Hopefulness, A Prayer for Healing, A 

Prayer for Guidance, A Prayer for Beauty, and A Prayer for Forgiveness). 

On Saturday morning, several of us got up early and went to Eucharist and then on to a very delicious 

breakfast. When our morning session began, Deb gave us a demonstration on “Touch Drawing” that was quite 

fascinating. Some people were a little resistant with it. But the end product that was shared was quite 

fascinating as well. There was a lot of energy in the room, so the spirit was definitely at work in all of us. It 

was quite powerful!! Before lunch we were given some free time to reflect on the drawings and what we 

would like to share about our experience. 

After lunch, we spent time at the Prayer Stations that Deb had set up. There were water boards to draw on, 

finger labyrinths to use, or you could go outside and walk the big one, pictures to sit with and reflect on, a 

sandbox to play in, etc. Then we each shared 2 touch drawings that we had done that morning. Then had a 

final blessing as we moved forward to pack up our cars and headed home. 

I always feel very blessed with the group of women that have supported this ministry year in and year out, the 

ones that have gone on retreats with us before but had been awhile since they had been able to come, and the 

ones that are with us for the very first time. I believe that each year, each one of us takes away something so 

powerful about ourselves and our lives. We always grow spiritually individually and as a group. We welcome 

everyone with open arms and hearts. So if you weren't able to make it this year, please consider putting it on 

your calendar for next year. A big thank you to the women that went this year and even though there was some 

resistance, persevered through it. This ministry would not be possible without you. The next retreat will be 

September 8-9, 2017. Reservation Deadline is Aug. 15, 2017.  

~ Donna Hissrich 

Women’s Retreat 2016 Participants 
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Todd Anderson, Wes Clay, and Davis Clay-Anderson 

ADOPTION FINALIZATION 

Todd and I wanted to say Thank You to each of you 

for being so supportive and helpful, especially during 

the last 6 months. Our adoption finalization hearing 

was on Thursday, October 13th, 2016. We fell in love 

with Davis the moment he was born...Thursday's 

hearing was only a formality yet it was necessary to 

finalize our adoption of Davis. We wanted to share 

this wonderful news with each of you! Thank you 

again for the support and love.  

~ Todd, Wes & Davis  

CONFIRMATION CLASSES COMING! 
 

For those of you that might be 

considering Confirmation Classes 

– or if you have a teenager who is 

considering Confirmation Classes, 

it is time to mark your calendars!   

The 2017 Confirmation Classes 

will begin on Wednesday evening, February 1, 2017. 

The classes will continue until April 5. The actual date 

for confirmation is tentatively set for Sunday, May 7, 

when Bishop Breidenthal is scheduled to be at St. 

John’s. 

Confirmation is an adult affirmation of our baptism. 

Confirmation includes education, prayers for the Holy 

Spirit and the Laying on of Hands of a Bishop – 

preferably the local bishop.  

Confirmation is not required in the Episcopal Church. 

Although Confirmation is considered a sacrament, it is 

consider a lesser sacrament than Holy Baptism or the 

Holy Communion. 

Students enrolling in the Confirmation Classes may be 

teenagers or adults. Fr. Philip prefers students at least 

to have completed the 7th Grade. Hopefully all adults 

who have never been confirmed will also seriously 

consider taking the classes.  

If you have been confirmed in another denomination, 

please discuss the possibility of taking confirmation in 

the Episcopal denomination with Fr. Philip. Former 

Roman Catholics – and some others, are “received” 

into the Episcopal Church, rather than being re-

confirmed. 

Even if you have already been confirmed in the 

Episcopal Church, you may still join the classes. Who 

knows, you may learn a great deal! And at the end of 

the classes you have the option of standing before the 

bishop and renewing your faith! 

The series of nine evening-classes (7 – 8:30 p.m.), 

includes topics such as church history, the Bible, the 

Book of Common Prayer, The Catechism, and church 

governance. This is also a chance to get to know a few 

fellow parishioners who you otherwise would never 

have known.  

A registration form may be found in the Atrium on the 

Information Table. Or you may contact Fr. Philip 

directly at PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org, or 614-

846-5180, ext. 302. 

mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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SEPTEMBER SLEEPOVER ACTIVITIES: CUPCAKE DECORATING, SLEEPING, AND BREAKFAST 

Choir members of St. John’s and All Saints Lutheran 

Church at the Choral Workshop, Saturday, October 22, 

led by Mark Hayes. 
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  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge & Plate Contributions   321,372 301,152           (20,220)  

Other Revenue     20,700   22,628               1,928  

Total Operating Revenue   342,072 323,780           (18,292)  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  231,087 227,225             (3,862)  

Diocesan Expense    57,753   59,500               1,747  

Other Administrative Expenses    19,847   20,211                  364  

Building & Grounds Expenses    93,699   96,352               2,653  

Committee Expenses    29,509   25,575              (3,934)  

Total Operating Expenses  431,895 428,863              (3,032)  

Operating Cash Flow  (89,823) (105,083)            (58,260)  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2016 

Financial Recap: 
As of September 30, 2016, our actual pledge and plate receipts were significantly under budget by $20,200, 

with our total revenues being below budget by $18,300. In total, our operating expenses were under budget 
by $3,000 which, in combination with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of $105,100.  As a result, 
we have needed $97,300 to cover the deficit.   On the bright side, the church has received special gifts from 
several parishioners in 2015 and 2016 totaling $80,970, which have been allocated by the Finance 
Committee and the Vestry to use towards the expected budget deficit for the year 2016.  Therefore, to date, 
we have only needed to use $51,000 of funds directly from our investments.  A big thank you again for these 
wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact and allow us to preserve the funds in our investments! 
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
  

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special 

events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 

846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of 

the actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
  

Tuesday, November 1st     6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Off Campus, Alice Foeller 

Wednesday, November 2nd  12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich 

Saturday, November 5th     6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, November 6th    10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 

Sunday, November 6th  12:30 PM – Youth Group Event, Off Campus, Ann Badger 

Sunday, November 6th      5:00 PM – Celtic Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, November 7th     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Monday, November 7th    4:00 PM – Adult Education Committee, Conference Room, Margaret Allen 

Thursday, November 10th    5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 

Friday, November 11th  DIOCESAN CONVENTION – Crowne Plaza Hotel, Columbus 

Saturday, November 12th DIOCESAN CONVENTION – Crowne Plaza Hotel, Columbus 

Saturday, November 12th    1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot, Ellen Stukenberg 

Sunday, November 13th    5:00 PM – Evensong Service, Nave 

Monday, November 14th   Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Tuesday, November 15th   7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 

Sunday, November 20th    3:00 PM – Music Series Concert, Nave 

Monday, November 21st    1:00 PM - Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 

Sunday, November 23rd  12:30 PM – Youth Group Event, Off Campus, Ann Badger 

Saturday, November 26th    1:00 PM – Layweeders, Parking Lot, Ellen Stukenberg 

Sunday, November 27th  OLDE WORTHINGTON HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, December 1st    1:30 PM – Pastoral Care Committee 

Thursday, December 1st    6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 
  

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of November 
 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children Youth and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALL SAINTS FUND 

The following person has recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

 Virginia Trapp     In memory of Mary Louise Progoff 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 

programs or premises. Please consider making a donation! 

If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check 

to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person or event be-

ing memorialized should be included in the memo line.  

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Jack Matthews  Nov. 1 

Margaret Marshall  Nov. 2 

Kimburley Forman  Nov. 2 

Susan Bonnell  Nov. 3 

Marilee Lowery Bush Nov. 4 

Mary Kay Dickinson Nov. 4 
Tiffany Brunetti Monroe Nov. 4 

Marlene Talbott-Green Nov. 8 

Hailey Herban  Nov. 8 

Cole Daniel  Nov. 8 

Hailey Herban  Nov. 8 

Jeff Thompson  Nov. 9 

Wil Hatfield  Nov.  9 

Logan O’Donnell  Nov. 15 

Garnet Styles  Nov. 16 

Fran Reichard  Nov. 19 

Cathy Lothes   Nov. 19 

Davis Prince  Nov. 20 

Mary Virginia Culbertson Nov. 22 

Walt Sellers  Nov. 22 

Donna Bailey  Nov. 22 

Meg Clark  Nov. 22 

Beth Austin  Nov. 22 

Pam Zych  Nov. 24 

Tim Fraker  Nov. 28 

Carol Webster  Nov. 28 

Caroline Fraker  Nov. 29 

Zoe Forman  Nov. 30 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Children’s Activities  

at the Parish Picnic 

More Outdoor Service and Picnic pictures... 


