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After months of waiting, we are pleased to welcome The Rev. 

Karl Stevens to our parish clergy! Fr. Karl (or Karl as he prefers 

to be identified) has been called to serve St. John’s as the new, 

part-time Coordinator of Children and Youth Formation. Our 

previous Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministries, Maggie 

Leidheiser-Stoddard, is now serving as Transitional Deacon and 

Diocesan Resident at St. John’s.   

Karl is an Episcopal Priest and an artist and writer. He received 

his BA from Kenyon College in 1995 and his M.Div. from 

Seabury-Western in 2003. He returned to Kenyon in 2003 to 

serve as chaplain, a post he held for seven years. After a brief 

stint as Priest-in-Charge of Saint Paul's, Mount Vernon, he and 

his family migrated to Columbus, where he had the pleasure of 

serving as the Missioner for Campus Ministry with the diocese 

for the last four years.  

During his time in campus ministry, Karl studied Narrative Therapy, founded an art 

gallery, studied Improv, and entered training to become a spiritual director. He is 

exceedingly fortunate to be married to the lovely Amy Stevens, with whom he has one 

glorious child. He shows his art and blogs on his website, prayerbookart.com.  

To contact Karl, his office phone is 614-846-5180, ext. 305. His office email is 

KarlS@StJohnsWorthington.Org. He will regularly be in the office on Tuesdays, and 

other times as he is available and needed.  

Please send him a note of welcome!  

For all those lay leaders who have been leading the Children and Youth programs 

while we had no staff person in that position, THANK YOU! While many people 

were involved, we should especially acknowledge Kim Rice and Ann Badger for their 

steady guidance and presence.  

~ Fr. Philip + 

WELCOME THE REV. KARL STEVENS TO ST. JOHN’S! 

The Rev. Karl Stevens 

http://prayerbookart.com/
mailto:KarlS@StJohnsWorthington.Org


 

2 

 

At St. John’s we look forward to 

meeting newcomers at receptions 

several times a year. So, even if 

you have been coming for a while, 

but haven’t yet joined us for a 

reception, please plan to attend in 

Kilbourne Hall after the 9:00 

service on January 22nd.  This is a 

chance to meet other newcomers, 

to chat with staff, and to learn 

more about parishioners’ commitments to St. John’s 

and the wider community.  Watch for your invitation 

or contact Susie Bonnell at sjbonnell2011@gmail.com 

or 614/438-5259.    

~ Susie Bonnell 

NEWCOMER RECEPTION 

Many people want to impact the recent political 

conversation but do not know what to do.  WIN 

provides opportunities to “Know Your Neighbor” and 

experience different cultures and faiths.  The monthly 

programs showcase the many faiths and cultures 

present in our community. 

Sharing Our Stories  Old Worthington Library,  

820 High Street  7 PM 

January 24 Tolerance/Peace – Christian, 

Muslim, Jewish 

February 28 Somalia 

March 28 Hispanic Culture 

April 25 Syria 

May TBA Hinduism 

June TBA Buddhism 

July TBA Core Values of World Religions 

August 27 2nd Annual International/Interfaith 

Picnic Potluck 
 

For more information you may contact St. John’s 

parishioners Tricia Herban (mtherban3@gmail.com or 

614-505-7498) or Barbara McVicker 

(mcvickerb@gmail.com or 614-436-6467), or you 

may visit www.facebook.com/WINdiversity/ .  

Worthington Interfaith Neighbors (WIN) is a multi-

faith organization whose mission, for compelling 

reasons both pragmatic and spiritual, is to provide 

opportunities for neighbors of diverse cultural and 

faith traditions to engage in activities that promote 

mutual understanding and respect. 

WORTHINGTON INTERFAITH NEIGHBORS 

…WELCOMING DIVERSITY 

Please join us in the Atrium on 

January 8 at 5 pm for the next lay-

led Celtic Service. We will celebrate 

Epiphany using the Order of Service 

found in the Iona Worship book. 

This is an intimate, quiet, and 

contemplative service followed by a 

time of hospitality and fellowship. 

We will be joined by the KASA 

String Quartet, who are performing a 

concert at 3 pm in the Sanctuary and have agreed to 

add their special talents to the Celtic Service. We 

welcome all St. John’s parishioners and friends from 

outside our church family to join us on January 8 as 

we celebrate the coming of light. Enter through the 

Atrium doors any time after 4:30. Or, if you are 

attending the concert at 3, come and worship with us 

following the reception in Kilbourne Hall. 

~ The Celtic Fellowship  

CELTIC SERVICE WITH MUSIC,  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 

Yes, we will be serving dinner at Trinity on New 

Year’s Day!  So please sign up on the In the Garden 

list in the Atrium to bring one or more of the follow-

ing side dishes  to church on January 1st: salad greens, 

fruit (oranges or bananas), dinner rolls or muffins.  If 

you plan to celebrate into the wee hours of New 

Year’s Eve, there will be bins under the Atrium table 

on Friday, December 30, where you can place your 

contribution.  Any one who wants to serve downtown 

on January 1st or cook chili for the dinner can contact 

Eve Herold at 614-846-3736 or eve7125@att.net.  

Thanks for all you do! 

~ Eve Herold 

IN THE GARDEN DINNER, JANUARY 1 

Monday, January 2 
The church office will be closed on 

Monday, January 2, in recognition 

of the New Year. Please plan 

accordingly. 

CHURCH OFFICE TO BE CLOSED 

Susie Bonnell 

mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/WINdiversity/
mailto:eve7125@att.net
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DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

Christmas Eve Pageant 

practice in the Undercroft. 

Intergenerational Advent Event in 

Kilbourne Hall the First Sunday of Advent.   
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Thank you to everyone who helped with the gifts for the families 

that we adopted from Kilbourne Middle School this year. The 

gifts were taken to the school on Monday, December 12th. The 

School Counselor, Melissa Gordon, was amazed and humbled by 

the amount of gifts and love that were shown to these children 

this year. She commented that the parents have already reached 

out to her about giving back to the school with volunteering. 

There were 10 families with a total of 21 kids who will have a 

better Christmas this year because of YOU! We also want to 

thank the children in the Pre K/K and Grades 1-5 Sunday School 

classes who made some amazing ornaments and Christmas cards 

for each child. A big thank you to Ann Badger, Alex & friend, 

and Nevaeh for helping us shop for the gifts that were left to buy. 

We look forward to continuing this partnership with Kilbourne 

Middle School. 

~ The Outreach & Social Justice Committee  

and Tricia Herban, Vestry  

THE GIVING TREE 
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We thank you one time, we thank you thirty times, we 

thank you one hundred times, and one thousand times 

more for your generosity of spirit.  We give one thank 

you for each dollar given in exchange for our 

Kindware jewelry, which in turn blesses our program 

participants with bus passes, food, clothing and 

assorted other necessities.  You couldn't have been 

kinder and we couldn't be more thankful. 
 

~ Jackie Burns, Deacon 

Kindway, Coordinator of Women's Ministries 

"HOW DOES KINDWAY THANK YOU 

...LET US COUNT THE WAYS..." 

Many thanks to all the faithful St. John's parishioners who contributed food or monetary 

donations to our Food Pantries in December.  Your donations helped the Gladden and 

Worthington Food Pantries fill Christmas baskets and re-stock their shelves.  Thanks to 

those who collected food at holiday parties and contributed it to one of our local pantries - 

what a wonderful way to share the spirit of giving! 

The snow and cold hit in mid-December, and hunger, unemployment, and high heating bills will continue to 

plague some families and individuals in the coming months, so let's continue the spirit of giving and share our 

own blessings with additional donations of food and money in the New Year.  Our food donations go straight 

to the shelves of the Worthington and Gladden food pantries, and they can stretch our dollars even further - a 

$50 donation could provide 200 pounds of healthy food to nourish our neighbors in need, or could help a 

single mom feel her family of 3 children for 2 weeks, including diapers for her baby.  Feeding God's hungry 

people is one way of Letting Our Light Shine in our community. 

January  1    baked beans, powdered laundry detergent 

              8    chunky soup, deodorant 

            15    oatmeal, facial tissues 

            22    peanut butter, pet food 

            29    baby food, formula, diapers 

~ Mary Bailey 

THE FOOD PANTRIES 

During the 2016 Diocesan 

Convention, Deacon 

Maggie Leidheiser-

Stoddard was elected to 

serve a three-year term on 

the Board of the Episcopal 

Community Services Foundation.  Her first Board 

meeting was in mid-December.  ECSF is the diocese’s 

major source of grants for congregational ministries 

working to help our Ohio neighbors overcome several 

life challenges.  Some of the ministries supported by 

ECSF include local food pantries, interfaith networks, 

Latino ministries, school partnerships, diaper banks, 

low/no cost summer day camps, and homeless out-

reach programs.  Talk to Deacon Maggie if you are 

interested in learning more about ECSF and/or getting 

involved! 

DEACON MAGGIE ELECTED  

TO ECSF BOARD 

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK? 

Did you know that St. John’s has a 

page on Facebook and that over 300 

people follow us? Last week over 

500 people viewed our posts!  

If you use Facebook, please “like” our page at “St. 

John’s Episcopal Church and Early Education Center - 

Worthington, OH”!  

Feel free to “like” Fr. Philip, too!  

Mary Bailey 
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Music Series Concert: KASA Quartet 

Sunday, January 8, 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KASA is a newly-formed string quartet that performs a wide array of musical styles ranging from classical to 

gypsy jazz, and many genres in between. The quartet is passionate about conveying the magic of chamber mu-

sic and the diverse possibilities of the quartet genre through engaging, memorable and free-spirited perform-

ances and educational events. Musicians Andy Liang and Aaron Schwartz, along with Kyle Price and Stepha-

nie Price-Wong, (adult children of Debbie Price), have each won multiple national solo and chamber music 

competitions, been featured on NPR’s "From the Top!" radio show, held professional orchestra positions, and 

frequently appear in performances across the globe in solo, chamber music and orchestral settings. A reception 

will follow in Kilbourne Hall. There is Celtic worship at 5:00, for which the quartet will also provide music. 

Please invite a friend and join us for the afternoon! 

 

Choir Schedule 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The adult choir is a super fun group of people 

and is open to anyone high school aged or older who can read music. 

Even though the chancel looks full, we are always excited to add new singers!  

 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, February 19, 3:00 p.m. – ProMusica Brass Quintet (Music Series FAMILY Concert) 

                                                       Blast into Outer Space 

Sunday, March 19, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent, featuring portions of the Rutter Requiem 

Sunday, April 23, 3:00 p.m. – The West Liberty University Singers (Music Series Concert) 

                                                  Praise, All Ye Nations 

Sunday, May 21, 3:00 p.m. – Karen Peeler, soprano (Music Series Concert) 

                                                 Songs for a Lifetime 

~Sara Seidel 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 
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The next date for baptisms is January 8, 2017 - The First Sunday after the Epiphany; 

the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

If you wish to be baptized - or if you have a child to be baptized, please contact Fr. 

Philip immediately. A short educational session is required of candidates or their 

parents prior to baptism.     

Here is the list of the next several baptism dates during 2017: 

 The Great Easter Vigil – Saturday evening, April 15, 2017  

 The Day of the Pentecost – Sunday, June 4, 2017 

 The Sunday After all Saints Day – November 5, 2017 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8th 

New Year, New Horizons! 

Join us for subs, drinks, ( e.g. Lunch provided) and chat after the second service 

in the Carriage House. Everyone will make their own  journal/calendar/goals for 

2017. What does it mean to have a whole new year in front of you? The 

possibilities are endless! This will be Father Karl's first Sunday at St. John's and 

we will be inviting him to join us so we can get acquainted! 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16th 

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

SNOW DAY!! 

School is out and we are going sledding! ( if we have snow). We will meet in the 

church parking lot at 1 PM and go to HIGHBANKS for sledding and hiking. Bring 

your sleds and warm clothes. If we have no snow, we will see a movie! (Details will 

be forthcoming) 
 

 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd 

ART FOR LIFE! 

We will have brunch at La Chatelaine after 

Sunday School. Then we will drive downtown to 

The Columbus Museum of Art to see the exhibit: 

THINK OUTSIDE THE BRICK: THE 

CREATIVE ART OF LEGO. Legos like you've 

never seen them! Fantastic buildings, and 

creations of Pokémon! We as humans are full of 

God-given creativity. Come and be inspired! 

Watch your email for details. 

~ Ann Badger 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

BAPTISMAL DATES 
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Some of you may have 

heard this story from me 

before – my earliest distinct 

memory of church, of the 

experience of being part of 

a community of Christians, 

did not take place within the walls of a nave or sanctuary.  My earliest memory of church 

is a midnight vigil, outside the gates of the Central Prison in Raleigh, NC.  My parents had 

taken my sisters and me to join with others from our church and folks from different 

churches and faith communities, as an act of peaceful protest, standing in witness to the 

injustice of the state-sanctioned murder that was occurring inside the prison.  We lit 

candles, sang songs, and prayed together through the midnight hours.   

I remember our pastor pointing out to me the line of windows that belonged to the prisoners who were on 

Death Row.  I remember the silence that settled upon the crowd when the guards told us that the execution had 

begun; silence punctuated only by sniffles and whispered prayers.  I remember seeing the flashing of lights 

that signaled the official pronouncement of death.  I remember being surprised by how long it had taken the 

State to kill a human being in a precise, clinical way.  Most of all, I remember crying over the realization that 

this life had been taken on my behalf, that the ostensible reason for this killing was to “keep us safe.”  

In the years since then, I have devoted much thought and prayer to the question of capital punishment, with its 

entwined roots in issues of basic human rights, vengeance and justice, compassion and mercy, punishment and 

security.  As a person who seeks to follow Jesus, I cannot support any understanding of “justice” that holds 

revenge as an ideal and denies the sacred dignity of human lives. 

My involvement with Ohioans To Stop Executions (OTSE) is just one way that I am trying to walk in the path 

Christ has laid before me.  Last month, many of you signed postcards asking Governor Kasich to halt 

executions in our state, and I thank you for that.  At this writing (in mid-December), there is an execution 

scheduled for Thursday, January 12th at 10:00 am.  I hope and pray that the Governor will commute this man’s 

sentence to life in prison without the possibility of parole.  But if the Governor does not act, I hope you will 

consider joining me at a prayerful vigil at the Statehouse on the 12th.   

If you are willing to join with me in raising our collective voices against capital punishment in Ohio, please let 

me know, and I will keep you updated on new developments and opportunities.  I thank you for your prayerful 

consideration and support! 

Deacon Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard (MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org; 614-846-5180 ext. 308)  

TAKING ACTION TO STOP EXECUTIONS IN OHIO 

The candidates for Vestry will soon be 

announced.  

The Meet the Candidates session will be 

held on Sunday, February 5, during the 

Adult Forum.   

Actual voting for new vestry members and a Junior 

Warden will be held on Sundays, February 12 and 19. 

Jonathan Johns is the Chair of the Nominating Committee this year. 

The Annual Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, February 26.  Please mark 

your calendars! More information will 

be forthcoming. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Rev. Maggie 

Leidheiser-Stodddard 

CANDIDATES FOR VESTRY 

Jonathan Johns 
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Do you use the St. John’s Parish Library?  If so, you know that the room is overflowing these 

days with the generous donations of many parishioners! (And there are more boxes hiding in the 

closet!)  Despite best intentions, the efforts to “process” new donations have not kept pace with 

the inflow.  Solution?   Join us for a special ministry:      A Parish Library Work Day!! 

On Saturday, January 14, from 9:00am to 4:00pm, there will be a special work day.  All 

interested parishioners are invited to volunteer 30 minutes or 3 hours (or more) of their time to 

help whip the library into shape.  Come alone or bring your family; come early and stay for lunch 

and fellowship or begin with lunch and stay for the afternoon.  No special talents or skills are 

required – everyone’s contribution will be of great value!  And we’ll have lots of fun while 

making it possible for parishioners to read books that will change their spiritual lives. 

We’ll set up long tables in Kilbourne Hall with multiple work stations and use an assembly-line 

approach to getting books ready for shelving.  Here are the sorts of tasks we’ll need you to undertake: 

 Box up sets of reference books that will be sold or given to a book distributor for donation  

 Wipe down emptied shelves in preparation for receiving new books 

 Under the guidance of a Children’s Library Leader, evaluate each children’s book and confirm that it 

will either (1) remain in the collection or (2) be added to the Take Away bookcase in the hallway near 

the Kilbourne kitchen 

 Write out bookshelf labels, insert them in label holders and attach them  

 Shift books already on shelves to make room for new books 

 In consultation with Library Leaders, evaluate each new book and confirm that it will either (1) be 

added to the collection; or (2) be added to the Take Away bookcase  

 Find, match or create a book record in our online catalog (using a laptop that will be supplied) 

 Write out date due cards (Author & Title & Call Number) for each book  

 Attach bookplates (self-adhesive) in the fronts of each book and, if the book is a gift, write-in the 

donor’s name 

 Attach book card pockets (self-adhesive) in the back of each book; place the date due card in the 

pocket 

 Use an inkpad and stamp to add St. John’s name/address at two places in each book 

 Hand-write spine labels (self-adhesive) with call numbers and attach spine labels to each book 

 Attach spine label protectors to each book (also self-adhesive) 

 Consult with Library Leaders to either shelve or place the completed book on display 

There is a sign-up sheet on the Information Table in the Atrium – please add the names of volunteers  (and 

their age group) plus a rough estimate of when you will be able to be with us.  (Especially if you will be 

joining us for lunch!)  Questions?  Call or text Nancy Elkington at: 516-316-9104. 

Your contribution will make a huge and immediate difference in the spiritual life of the parish.  Thank you for 

the gift of your time and energies.  See you soon!    

Library Leadership:  Nancy Elkington (Coordinator); Margaret Allen and Brice Patterson (Leaders) 

WE NEED YOUR HELP AT A PARISH LIBRARY WORK DAY!  
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WHAT ST. JOHN’S MEANS TO ME 
 

During our Let Your Light Shine Fall Pledge Program in October, three parishioners shared a Stewardship 
Moment during morning worship or on Facebook, but not everyone got to hear their stories.  Their messages 
are timeless and offer inspiration to all of us as we begin a New Year.    Thank you to Yvette Adjanoh, Ann 
Badger, and Andrew Nelson for Letting Their Light Shine by sharing their time and talent at St. John's in a 
number of ways, including BREAD and the Moms Group for Yvette, Youth Group and Vacation Bible School 
for Ann, and Adult Forum and acolyting for Andrew.  We also thank them for graciously agreeing to share 
their stories with the whole parish. 

 

My name is Yvette Adjanoh, mother of David and Kayla.  It has been 5 years since we 

started coming to St. John’s.  I was raised and married in the Catholic Church.  I never 

dreamed I would switch a church until the day we came to a 9 am service at St. 

John’s.  We used to go to St. Anthony.  One day I was driving to our church, crossing 

High Street, and looking to my right I saw St. John’s.  I did not even pay attention if it 

was Catholic or not; I said to myself, “A church is a church, and there is only one God 

we are all serving.”  I told David and Kayla, “Guys, we are late, so we are going to 

visit this church today.”  As soon as we entered I felt something different – love and 

caring.  The first word that came to my mind was Psalm 133: “How good and pleasant 

it is when God’s people live together in unity.”  Since that day, St. John’s has become 

home and family to us.  And one thing that inspires me most is that St. John’s does not 

care about the color of your skin or your culture – it is a community that welcomes all.  That’s why sometimes 

when I feel like going back to be a Catholic again, it’s just a hard decision for me, because of the love and care 

my kids and I are receiving from St. John’s.  Everybody welcomes us and makes us feel special.  I’m so 

grateful and thankful because St. John’s has helped me use my gifts and talents to serve others with gratitude.  

And I want to take this opportunity to invite all the moms to our Moms Group meeting on the first Sunday of 

every month.  It’s good to know that you are not alone when it comes to parenting.  Thank You.   

~ Yvette Adjanoh 

Merriam Webster's full definition of joy is, "the emotion evoked by well-being, success, 

or good fortune or by the prospect of possessing what one desires."  By definition, every 

time I'm in church or working with the Youth in Sunday School or Youth Group or 

Vacation Bible School, I get to experience this feeling. Meetings in the church office, or 

having coffee with a cherished staff member also brings me joy. Attending Fellowship 

Group also is a very joyful thing. I guess the deal with Joy also means to me that you 

get out of something what you put into it. I'm so grateful for the friendships and family 

that I've had the grace to be a part of in this very special church. I joined St. John's and 

became an official Episcopalian just after 9/11, when I heard a young priest, Astrid 

Storm, speaking on the Worthington Green as a means of bringing God's Love and 

comfort to people after the attacks. I knew it was time to make church and God a bigger 

focus in my life. One of the best intentional decisions I've ever made.   

~ Ann Badger 

Julian of Norwich said, “God suffers with his creation as it experiences great and multifaceted evil.” The 

church as an entity exists to suffer with creation. We are all one community in God that reaches across the 

globe. 

My journey to the Episcopal Church and St. John’s was a journey of meaning and finding my place in society. 

The Episcopal Church allows me to be part of a long line of Christians reaching back to the ancients.  St. 

John’s itself as a structure allows for us all to follow in the footsteps of the former inhabitants of the pews in 

which we are sitting today.  How many masses have been said in this spot?                     Continued on Page 11 

Yvette Adjanoh 

Ann Badger 
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How many marriages and baptisms?  How many Easter vigils and Christmas 

celebrations have happened here?  I cannot currently give financially, but I give my 

time as best as I can.  I do not fully know my skills yet, but I feel a calling to comfort 

and spread peace.  These are goals of the Gospel that can be found in all members of 

our church. 

I feel the influence of St. Francis of Assisi when I am working as a lay-weeder and 

helping to plan our church’s future herb garden. 

I feel the influence of the Eucharist as an acolyte - the closeness to God that one feels at 

the high altar, the most sacred part of the church building. 

I feel the influence of St. John Chrysostom when working for BREAD and confronting the powerful on behalf 

of the weak. What good is it if the Eucharistic table is overloaded with golden chalices while your brother is 

dying of hunger? 

I feel the influence of C.S. Lewis and G.K. Chesterton when teaching a class and/or attending Adult 

Education.   

The saints in heaven guide us and influence us to become part of the long line of Christians that to this day still 

follow the apostles’ teachings and actions. 

This is what St. John’s means to me. We are a timeless community rooted in tradition but looking toward the 

future.  As a historian, I may tend to embrace the past a bit more than some, yet the future of this parish and all 

of Christendom looks promising with God and the Blessed Virgin Mary as our comfort and our guides into this 

future.  I encourage everyone who is financially able to bless the church to do so, and also to donate your time 

to at least one church ministry.  In many ways you get out of the church as much as you put into it.  Let the 

Eucharistic promises of pardon and renewal become even more impactful in your lives.  As you take the host 

and wine at Eucharist each week, remember your role as a modern ambassador of the Christian faith in our 

world, and meditate on the many generations that have knelt in the same spot or somewhere near.  Pray and 

always remember that the church is always there for us like a loving mother; we should be there for the church 

as well.  Thank you.  

~ Andrew Nelson 

WHAT ST. JOHN’S MEANS TO ME, CONTINUED 

Andrew Nelson 

St. John’s in the evening  

by Virginia Nussbaum 
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ADULT FORUM 

SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 

COMING IN 2017 

Jan 8  The Zealot: Making Jesus Contemporary. 

Discussion leader Nancy Woodson  

Jan 15 The Zealot continued  

Jan 22 Newcomers Reception (see page 2) 

Jan 29 Donna Hissrich; presentation on Seeking God 

Together  

 
ADULT FORUMS IN JANUARY 

Nancy Woodson will discuss 

the book, “Zealot” by Reza 

Aslan on Sunday, January 

8th and January 15th at Adult 

Education. “Zealot” 

challenges many assumptions 

about Jesus by returning the 

readers to the times and 

places in which he lived. The 

presentation on January 8th 

will examine our need to see 

Jesus in a contemporary light 

and to share examples from 

“Zealot” as well as 

contemporary writings. The presentation of January 

15th will continue with discussions about the book 

and the questions it raises for us as believers in Jesus. 

The book “Zealot” is available in bookstores, on-line, 

and there will be limited copies available in the 

church library. Critics have referenced this book as, 

“A bold, powerfully argued re-visioning of the most 

consequential life ever lived.” Please join us for the 

reading and discussion of this book.  

~ Margaret Allen 

Seeking God Together meets the 

first Wednesday of each month at 

12:30 in the library. 

The Spirit is speaking. Can you 

hear Him? If you're longing to 

become more attentive to God--to 

listen to Him, know His voice and 

experience His love, spiritual 

direction can point the way.  

Donna Hissrich, Spiritual Director, 

facilitates Seeking God Together, 

a small group sharing each other’s 

meditation practices. We use written word, visual art, 

and music to guide us, and we are open to each 

participant’s method of seeking. 

~ Margaret Allen and Donna Hissrich 

Martin Luther was the most influential man of his day. 

The movement that began with his posting of the 

Ninety–Five Theses reshaped Europe, redirected 

Christian history, and recovered the truth of God's 

word. October 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of 

this event. What is Luther's legacy? During this 

coming year, we will meet Martin Luther, the 

mercurial Reformer who, out of love for the truth and 

the desire to bring it to light, set the world ablaze. 

Watch the Crossroads and the weekly announcements 

for Adult Forums, Lenten sessions and other events 

when we will learn about Luther’s life, teaching, enduring influence, and what led to his influential action.  

~ Margaret Allen 
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The Columbus Lenten School for 2017 will be held at St. Philip Episcopal Church,  166 Woodland Avenue on 

Tuesday evenings, 6:30 - 8:15 p.m.  The dates are March 14, 21, 28 & April 4.  These dates are different from the 

ones previously published.   

The purpose of this announcement is to invite you to consider teaching a class for the Lenten School. Last year, we 

had 10 teachers present 9 classes on diverse topics.  Most of these were 4 week classes.  Two classes were 2 weeks 

in length.  The time for the class is one hour.   

If you would like to teach, please e-mail to me at glazier.george@gmail.com 

Include the title of the class and a brief (really brief) description of it.   

Please take a moment and consider offering your time and talents to the Lenten School.  Last year, over 100 people 

from Episcopal Churches in Columbus signed up for a class.   

-  The class you offer need not be new.  It might be something that you have offered to your parish and would like 

to share with a wider audience.   

-  It might be a topic that you have wanted to explore for some time.   

-  It does not necessarily have to be religious in nature. 

-  Though many clergy (priests & deacons) have offered classes in previous years, lay people are highly encour-

aged to consider teaching.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at glazier.george@gmail.com or by phone at 614.361.9428. 

~ (The Rev.) George Glazier 

COLUMBUS LENTEN SCHOOL 2017   

For those of you who might be considering Confirmation Classes – or if you have a teenager who is 

considering Confirmation Classes, it is time to mark your calendars!   

The 2017 Confirmation Classes will begin on Wednesday evening, February 1st. The classes will continue 

most Wednesdays until April 5th. The actual date for confirmation is tentatively set for Sunday, May 7, when 

Bishop Breidenthal is scheduled to be at St. John’s. 

Confirmation is an adult affirmation of our baptism. Confirmation includes education, prayers for the Holy 

Spirit and the Laying on of Hands by a Bishop – preferably the local bishop.  

Confirmation is not required in the Episcopal Church. Although Confirmation is considered a sacrament, it is 

considered a lesser sacrament than Holy Baptism or the Holy Communion. 

Students enrolling in the Confirmation Classes may be teenagers or adults. Fr. Philip prefers students to be at 

least in the 8th grade or older. Hopefully all adults that have never been confirmed will also seriously consider 

taking the classes.  

If you have been confirmed in another denomination, please discuss the possibility of taking confirmation in 

the Episcopal denomination with Fr. Philip. Former Roman Catholics (and some others) are “received” into the 

Episcopal Church, rather than being re-confirmed. Yet, taking the Confirmation Classes helps everyone to 

better understand the uniqueness of the Episcopal Church. 

Even if you have already been confirmed in the Episcopal Church, you may still join the classes. Who knows, 

you may learn a great deal! And at the end of the classes you have the option of standing before the bishop and 

renewing your faith! 

The series of nine evening classes (7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.), includes topics such as church history, the Bible, the 

Book of Common Prayer, the Catechism, and church governance. This is also a chance to get to know a few 

fellow parishioners who you otherwise may never have known.  

A registration form may be found in the atrium on the Information Table. Or you may contact Fr. Philip 

directly at PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org, or 614-846-5180, ext. 302.  

CONFIRMATION CLASS IS COMING! 

mailto:glazier.george@gmail.com
mailto:glazier.george@gmail.com
mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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  (Under) or Over  

    Budget    Actual          Budget  

     

Operating Revenue:     

Pledge & Plate Contributions   392,788 394,116               1,328  

Other Revenue     25,300   28,732               3,432  

Total Operating Revenue   418,088 422,848               4,760  

     

Operating Expenses:     

Human Resources  283,467 277,570              (5,897)  

Diocesan Expense    71,187   75,388               4,201  

Other Administrative Expenses    24,113   23,352                (761)  

Building & Grounds Expenses  110,572 111,176                  604  

Committee Expenses    36,194   31,690              (4,504)  

Total Operating Expenses  525,533 519,176             (6,357)  

Operating Cash Flow (107,445) (96,328)             11,117  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR THE PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2016 

Financial Recap:   

During the month of November, our actual pledge and plate contributions were over budget by $1,300, 
with our total revenues being above budget by $4,800. A big thank you to all of you who have been 
maintaining your pledges and to those who caught them up in the past couple of months in re-
sponse to our need!  In total, our operating expenses were under budget by $6,400 which, in combina-
tion with our revenues, left us with a negative cash flow of $96,300.  As a result, we have needed 
$105,300 to cover the deficit.   On the bright side, the church has received special gifts from several pa-
rishioners in 2015 and 2016 totaling $108,200, of which $83,000 has been allocated by the Finance Com-
mittee and the Vestry to use towards the expected budget deficit for the year 2016.  Therefore, to date, we 
have only needed to use $51,000 of funds directly from our investments when our expected need was 
$105,000.  Again, a big thank you for these wonderful gifts, they make such a huge impact and al-
low us to preserve the funds in our investments!  
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church com-

mittee meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more 

committee meetings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are im-

portant components of the lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like 

your special events or regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the 

church office at (614) 846-5180 or vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars 

are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Wednesday, January 4th  12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich 

Sunday, January 8th    10:30 AM – Mom’s Support Group, Conference Room, Yvette Adjanoh 

Sunday, January 8th    3:00 PM – MUSIC SERIES CONCERT – Nave 

Sunday, January 8th      5:00 PM – Celtic Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, January 9th     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday, January 10th    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Off Campus, Alice Foeller 

Tuesday, January 10th    6:30 PM – Outreach & Social Justice Committee, Atrium, Wes Clay 

Thursday, January 12th    5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, David Hissrich 

Saturday, January 14th    9:00 AM – Library Work Day, Kilbourne Hall, Nancy Elkington 

Saturday, January 14th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Monday, January 16th     1:00 PM – Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Atrium 

Tuesday, January 17th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Father Philip 

Wednesday, January 18th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to 

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Thursday, January 26th    6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Tuesday, January 31st     7:00 PM – Worship Committee, Conference Room, Donna Somerville 
 

Wednesday, February 1st  12:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Library, Donna Hissrich 

Wednesday, February 1st   7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Saturday, February 4th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Kilbourne Hall, Kim Basso 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of January 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM  Christian Education for Children, Youth and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Bible Study, Nave 

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

The following person has recently made a donation to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 

 Virginia Trapp     In memory of Richard Trapp 

 Virginia Trapp     In memory of Phyllis McGalliard 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 

programs or premises. Please consider making a donation! 

If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check 

to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person or event be-

ing memorialized should be included in the memo line. 

ALL SAINTS FUND DONATIONS 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Coey Podraza  Jan. 2  

Carol Radkiewicz Jan. 3 

David Talbot  Jan. 5 

Rich Rastetter   Jan. 6 

Robert Tobin  Jan. 9 

Todd Anderson Jan. 11 

Nneoma Anaba Jan. 11 

Shari Schwartz  Jan. 12 

Barb Rogers  Jan. 12 

Scarlett Reel  Jan. 12 

Miriam Utter   Jan. 13 

Juliana Pascoe  Jan. 14 

Ellen Hitch   Jan. 17 

Rob Thurman   Jan. 17 

Sandy Disantis Jan. 20 

Calder Nemeth Jan. 20 

Leigh Thurman Jan. 21 

Fran Compton  Jan. 23 

Kristen Begg   Jan. 24 

Marley Nemeth Jan. 24 

Nadine Wise  Jan. 26 

Nancy Woodson Jan. 27 

Lorey Roggenkamp  Jan. 27 

Melissa Alexander Jan. 28 

Kim Fuller  Jan. 28 

Leslie Heckert  Jan. 28 

Emerson Begg  Jan. 28 

Dick Martin    Jan. 30 

Zoe Look  Jan. 31  

Happy Birthday to you! 

Third "Annual" Chili Cook Off Coming in February! 

The February Saturday Supper 

will be a Chili Cookoff on 

February 4th at 6:30 pm in 

Kilbourne Hall, hosted by 

Donna and David Hissrich and 

Mary Bailey.  Singles, couples, 

and families with children are 

welcome to attend.  A 

successful Chili Cookoff needs 

at least 3 or 4 different chili 

offerings, and a vegetarian 

chili would be a welcome addition. We had some delicious entries 

last winter, but YOU might be the winner this time, so start 

perfecting your recipe this month.  Add-ons such as sour cream, 

shredded cheese, and oyster crackers will be provided, but we will 

also need contributions of appetizers, salads, cornbread or corn 

muffins, and desserts. Please RSVP to Donna at 

<donna.hissrich@gmail.com> or Mary at <bailey.3@osu.edu>, 

and let them know what you'll be bringing and how many 

people.  February is likely to be a COLD month, so we hope you'll 

join us in warming up together with some CHILI next month!  

~ Mary Bailey 

The January 14 Saturday Supper (this is the second Saturday) will 

be hosted by Christine Arnold at her home, 122 E. Schreyer Place, 

Columbus.  Please make your reservations directly with Christine 

at tch13chris@aol.com or phone 614-267-2124, and let her know 

what side dish you will bring.  

~ Kim Basso 

JANUARY 14TH SATURDAY SUPPER  

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
mailto:bailey.3@osu.edu
mailto:tch13chris@aol.com

