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WINDOW RESTORATION BEGINS! 
It is difficult not to notice that the many of our 

windows are gone!!  Franklin Art Glass has 

been on site to begin the window restoration 

project, at least the part that we can see.  There 

has been “behind the scene” work going on for 

some time at their shop.  Fortunately, the 

spaces facing outside have been filled in with 

temporary windows and/or plywood that, while 

not aesthetically pleasing, at least keep out the 

weather and cold.  As far as on the Atrium side, 

we are wide open!  It definitely is a different 

“look” but fortunately temporary. 

As a reminder, this project is being funded 

from your donations to the Ministry Campaign 

to pay off the mortgage and make property 

improvements/repairs.  The money remaining 

after the mortgage was retired, and the deposit 

to Franklin Art Glass paid, has been reserved 

out of these funds with the balance is being held in our investment portfolio.  

Therefore, the project is fully funded.  Thank you to all donors to the campaign who 

made this very important restoration work possible. 

The entire project includes the six large windows (three on each side) in the nave, the 

two windows on the front facing the Village Green and the window above the red front 

doors.  Obviously, it will take some time to complete the entire project so we will have 

to be patient.  Such restoration work is an art and cannot be done too fast.  We have 

waited some time for it to begin so let us be thankful that it is underway and look 

forward to its completion. 

The process obviously is a tedious one in order to remove the windows without 

damage.  The Franklin staff has indicated it is clear these windows have not been 

removed since the church was constructed in the mid 1800’s.  Obviously, the work is 

long overdue! 

We are fortunate to be able to worship in such a historic building and be able to be 

stewards of its maintenance for the generations to follow us. 

~ The Property Committee 
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January is traditionally the time for new beginnings, 

fresh starts. For the Christian steward, the grace of be-

ing given another day, or God willing, a whole new 

year, stirs our deep gratitude. But it also calls us to ask 

what a “resolution” should really be. Our first resolve 

should always be to involve ourselves more intimately 

in the life of Christ, and how better to do that than by 

embracing Christ’s call to be compassionate? 

After all, Jesus himself instructed us, “Be compassion-

ate as your Father is compassionate” (Luke 6:36). 

Clearly, we strive now to live and give compassion-

ately, as we generally understand the term. We try to 

be kind, considerate and understanding individuals. 

We share with others. But Jesus’ words challenge us 

to embrace a compassion that is much deeper, much 

more radical than our general understanding. 

The word compassion, at its root, means “to suffer 

with.” This goes beyond merely writing a check, of-

fering a prayer or sending a note. Suffering is not a 

popular notion in our society and we strive to avoid it. 

But now we hear Christ instructing us to “suffer with” 

the poor, the vulnerable, the powerless, the neglected, 

and the weak. 

How can we possibly choose such a journey, this chal-

lenge to be truly present to those who suffer? All are 

possible with God, and it is through a commitment to 

a life of discipline -discipline in action and discipline 

in prayer - that we move towards the goal of true com-

passion. The Christian steward is committed to the 

Eucharistic life, and it is through this life which Christ 

offers us that we gain the courage and the will and 

even the need to follow him in his own example of 

compassion. 

Compassion is the doorway to a more responsive 

stewardship and a committed discipleship. Through 

our deepening sense of compassion in 2016, may we 

resolve to be the kind of Christian stewards who bring 

Christ’s presence to a suffering world. 

~ Donna Hissrich, Stewardship Co-Chair  

A STEWARDSHIP OF NEW BEGINNINGS 

NEW VISION STATEMENT FOR ST. JOHN’S 

A letter to all parishioners of St. Johns was mailed 

out on December 10, 2015. This letter introduced 

new vision statements for St. John’s.  These 

statements will guide our efforts for the next few 

years. 

If you have not yet seen the entire letter, it can be 

found on the web page. A few hard copies may also 

be found on the Information Table in the atrium. 

Although the vision statements are important, what 

will happen next is just as important. During 

January, the Vestry will have another look at those 

statements and begin contemplating the next few 

steps for achieving the work that is yet to be done. 

So, please watch for more details in the weeks and 

months to come.  

The vision statements are listed below:: 

St. John’s will be a growing and thriving spiritual 

community within the greater community. 

 We will enhance our community through 

strong spiritual formation. 

 We will strengthen and promote greater 

relationships between generations. 

 We will expand our presence and purpose in 

the greater community outside of St. John’s. 

 We will engage our external and internal 

communities through effective communications. 

 We will be financially sustainable. 

Please thank the members of the Vision Team and 

member of the Vestry for their hard work over the 

past several months.   Fr. Philip   

Fr. Philip will be out of the office from Friday, 

December 26th through Tuesday, January 5. He will 

return to the office on Wednesday, January 6.   

If you need emergency pastoral care please call the 

church office or one of the wardens: Lisa Graupmann 

614-653-1917 or Jonathan Johns 614-425-5295. 

FR. PHILIP TO BE OUT OF THE OFFICE 
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After tabulation of votes from parishioners of St. John’s and other churches and 

synagogues in Franklin County the B.R.E.A.D. (Building Responsibility Equality and 

Dignity) justice ministry has determined that the job situation within Franklin County 

will be the main issue addressed in 2016. This is being followed by research to isolate 

specific needs and to set up an agenda for dealing with these needs at either the 

private and/or county government level. What does this have to do with being a 

Christian? The Jewish tradition of Jesus adhered to a set of Biblical law codes that 

protected the poor, the marginalized, and the stranger. For example, the poor were to 

receive their wages on the day that they were earned since they were often living day 

to day in terms of obligations and needs. Those that had to sell themselves into another’s service were not to be 

treated as slaves, but as hired servants with all due rights. These were but a small portion of a legal code that 

called for compassion and justice. The writings of the Prophets are filled with 

warnings that Israel would lose God’s favor if it did not repent and show justice to 

those in need. In his ministry Jesus grappled with these same social issues. In his 

first sermon, preached in his hometown of Nazareth, we read “he went to the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll 

of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it is written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 

of the Lord’s favor’. And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to 

say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’ (Luke 4:16-

30).” Jesus came to provide salvation and to lead us into life in the kingdom of God established here on earth. 

As Christians we are called to proclaim this kingdom in our words and our actions. I invite all of you to 

become a part of the B.R.E.A.D. ministry. Assistance in research and agenda setting is welcomed. Our main 

event will be in May 2016 at the Nehemiah Action meeting where all come together to show the strength of 

our number and dedication to justice in Franklin County and to call for accountability where justice has not 

been served. “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you; but to do justice 

and to love kindness, and to walk humble with your God?” (Micah 6:8) 

~ Teri Foley-Nelson 

CELTIC EPIPHANY SERVICE JANUARY 3 

We start all our Celtic Services by light-

ing a candle and thanking God for the 

light. Come and celebrate the return of 

the light at Epiphany with the Celtic 

worship group on January 3 at 5 p. m. 

Experience the quiet spirituality of the Celtic Chris-

tian tradition with music, meditation, and liturgy em-

phasizing the unity and innate goodness of God's crea-

tion. The service is led by St. John's parishioners, lasts 

less than an hour, and is followed by hospitality time. 

If you haven't yet attended one of these Celtic ser-

vices, join us on January 3 as we celebrate God's gift 

of light. Enter by either Atrium door after 4:30.  

~ Eve Herold 

B.R.E.A.D. TAKES ON JOBS  

Teri Foley-Nelson 

Baptisms at St. John’s are scheduled 

on major feast days as prescribed by 

the Book of Common Prayer. 

We will have at least one baptism on 

Sunday, January 10, at the 11:15 a.m. 

service. January 10 is the Sunday after 

the Epiphany and feast of the Baptism 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Baptisms will be offered at St. John’ on the following 

dates in 2016: 

Saturday evening, March 26, The Great Vigil of 

Easter. 

Sunday Morning, May 15, The Day of Pentecost. 

Sunday November 6, The Sunday after All Saints.    

BAPTISMS AT ST. JOHN’S  
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NEWS FROM ST. JOHN’S EARLY EDUCATION CENTER 

Best Wishes from PIMIL for a very 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  
and a 

BLESSED AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 
This year’s PIMIL card is based on the painting “Under the 

Palava Hut” by Liberian artist Lawson Sworh.  A palava hut is 

an important part of the Liberian community, for it is here that 

residents meet to solve problems and make peace. 

Thank you to all members of St. John’s for your prayers and 

monetary support of PIMIL (Partners in Ministry in Liberia) 

during 2015. With your help we have been able to educate more 

children and support many Ebola Orphans. PIMIL ended the 

year by sending rice to our families, supporting more orphans, 

and sending funds for Christmas gifts to our children. Now that 

a new year is upon us, please remember that we are collecting 

gently used items (except clothing) for our silent auction. 

ALSO, save the date of July 23, 2016, for the 7th Annual PIMIL 

Luncheon and Silent Auction here at St. John’s. Monies from 

this event will be used to educate and support our children in 

Liberia.         ~ Kathy Hall 

We want to thank everyone for all of the pajamas that 

were donated to needy children in Columbus via the 

preschool. We collected well over 140 PJ’s and over 

50 books! 

Our young 3’s class begins in January. It is always so 

dear to see such little ones coming into their first 

school experience; so apprehensive and tentative, and 

watch them blossom and grow. Our teachers work 

especially hard to provide a trusting environment 

where children are comfortable and welcome. This 

experience will set the tone for their future education 

and so we take great care to set a positive example. 

The teacher to child ratio is 2 teachers for 12 children, 

which enables more individualized attention for each 

child.  

This is typically the time of year that we receive many 

calls from parents of pre-school age children who are 

trying to decide where to enroll. We are finding out 

that many parents are finding us on our web site and 

apply without even visiting! We do encourage parents 

to visit and see what is going on in the classrooms. 

Our teachers are our best asset, and when parents visit 

and see the classrooms, many fill out the enrollment 

form at the time of their visit.  

We begin accepting applications on January 5 from 

families currently enrolled at St. John’s EEC for the 

2016-17 school year. St. John’s parish families are 

considered current families so you may enroll starting 

January 5. On January 19 we will open the enrollment 

up for all families in the area. If you know of a family 

who may be interested in our program, please 

encourage them to visit us at www.sjpreschool.com or 

call 885-2315 for a personal tour. 

~ Cathy Wahoff. 

Another great Pajama and book drive from the 

families of St. John's EEC 

http://www.sjpreschool.com
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THE FOOD PANTRIES 

CAREGIVERS AND GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  

St. John's Intercessory Prayer 

Group prays for others and 

the situations in which they, 

their loved ones, friends, co-

workers, etc, may find them-

selves.  If you or someone you love or know needs 

prayer support or you would like to join us in praying, 

please call or email me, Jo Pascoe at  (614) 885-1773 

or twopas@aol.com. 

The January Caregivers/Grieving 

Support Group meeting will be 

held on the third Monday,    

January 18, in the Library at    

1:00 p.m.   Come for support and 

sharing, all is confidential there.  For further 

information contact Nancy Woodson, 396-7392; 

Margaret Allen, 553-7371; Kim Basso, 761-8100. 

Many thanks to all the faithful St. John's parishioners who contributed food or monetary 

donations to our Food Pantries in December.  Your donations helped the Gladden and 

Worthington Food Pantries fill Christmas baskets and re-stock their shelves.  Thanks to 

those who collected food at holiday parties and contributed it to one of our local pantries 

- this is such a meaningful way to share the spirit of giving. 

    Hunger, unemployment, and high heating bills will continue to plague some families 

and individuals in the coming months, so let's continue that spirit of giving and share our 

own blessings with additional donations of food and money in the New Year.  Our food donations go straight 

to the pantry shelves, and both the Gladden and Worthington pantries can stretch our dollars even further - a 

$50 donation could provide 280 meals or it could cover food deliveries to 50 homebound seniors or disabled 

persons.  God is the Giver, and We Are the Church, helping to feed God's hungry people in our community. 

    In addition to food, the neighbors served at our pantries may also need personal hygiene products, diapers, 

and pet food.  Pet food is not a frivolous request - for some homebound pantry clients, a beloved pet is their 

only companion, and food stamps don't buy pet food, toiletries, diapers, or household products.  Keep your 

eyes open for bargains, or follow suggestions for January: 

January   3    baked beans, shampoo 

             10    chunky soup, deodorant 

             17    oatmeal, toothbrushes 

             24    spaghetti sauce, pet food 

             31    baby food, formula, diapers  

The Outreach and Social Justice committee delivered 

all the wonderful gifts donated by our parishioners to 

Kilbourne Middle School on Thursday, December17th. 

Mrs. Melissa Gordon, School Counselor (pictured) and 

the middle school’s Principal, Mr. Pete Scully were 

amazed and extremely grateful for St John’s generous 

contributions and indeed our newly formed partnership 

to serve those in need within our very own 

community. A big thank you to all who donated and 

helped in organizing. 

mailto:twopas@aol.com
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Music Series Concert: Echoing Air – 

England Then and Now 

Sunday, January 31, 3:00 p.m. 

early music vocal ensemble with  

baroque instruments 
 

Echoing Air is a dynamic ensemble 

specializing in the repertoire of the 

English Baroque, with an emphasis on 

chamber works featuring countertenor 

voices with baroque ensemble. The 

ensemble is comprised of talented 

performers who have worked with leading 

proponents of early music, including the 

Bach Ensemble, Ensemble Galilei, Musica 

Antiqua Köln, Ensemble Voltaire, and 

Chanticleer, and have performed in venues 

such as the Boston Early Music Festival 

and the Proms in London. 
 

Choir Schedule 

The choir is open to anyone who would like to participate and always welcomes new singers. 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

 

Looking ahead… 

Sunday, February 28, 5:00 p.m. – Choral Evensong for Lent 

Sunday, April 24, 3:00 p.m. – Sara Seidel & Jo Pascoe: A Hymn and Two Hers (Music Series Concert) 

Sunday, June 5, 9:00 a.m. – Illuminati (the Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus’s sacred ensemble) 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: MUSIC NOTES 

Young kings and queens sang a special communion hymn during the 9:00 am service on Christ the King Sunday.  
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Children’s & Youth Ministries News 
Happy New Year everyone!  I’m so excited to begin a new year of learning and fun with the kids and youth of 

St. John’s, and I hope you are too!  Now is the perfect time to make a commitment to your children’s spiritual 

development by attending church regularly and participating in the various opportunities for worship, educa-

tion, and Christian fellowship here at St. John’s. 

Children’s Church will meet during the 9:00 am worship service every Sunday this month (that’s the 3rd, 10th, 

17th, 24th and 31st).  Sunday School classes for preschoolers through 5th graders and Youth Education for 6th 

through 12th graders will meet every Sunday from 10:20 to 11:00 am.  And Sunday, January 31st will be the 

first session of “Just For Seniors,” when our graduating high schoolers will gather in the library to share 

thoughts and questions about the big transitions they’re facing in 2016.  For our littlest brothers and sisters and 

their grownups, Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies and toddlers will meet at 10:20 am in the 

Nursery on January 10th and 24th. 

The Youth Group (for 6th through 12th graders) has some fun activities coming up this month!  We’ll begin 

the year with a special “Hibernation Night” on Friday, January 8th from 6:00 to 9:00 pm (we’ll have pizza, hot 

cocoa & cider, ice cream sundaes, games, and a funny movie – come in your PJs!).  And on Sunday, January 

31st, we’ll go out to lunch after the 11:15 am service and then head over to Highbanks Metro Park for a winter 

hike (no impromptu sledding this year – we don’t want any injuries!).  We’ll warm ourselves up at Starbucks 

after our chilly hike.  Watch your emails and texts for more details 

Visitors and friends are always welcome at these events for children and youth.  Please let me know if you 

have any questions about anything.  I hope to see your family at St. John’s this month! 

~ Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard, Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org) 

1st - 5th graders showing off their lion crafts after learning about Daniel in the lions' den in Sunday School.  
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 God is the Giver, We Are the Church - and We Thank YOU for Your Support! 

By mid-December, a total of 174 pledges for 2016 had been received, totaling 

$418,720.  Here is a snapshot of those pledges compared to 2015 pledges: 

    72 increased (41%) 

    54 stayed the same (31%) 

    26 decreased (15%) 

    22 were NEW (13%) 

Our pledges come in all sizes, with an average annual pledge of $2406.  Every single pledge helps support 

some aspect of our church's ministries, whether it goes toward new church school materials, communion 

wafers and candles, the salaries of our wonderful staff, or heat and light for our worship services, our 

meetings, and the 12-Step programs in our buildings.  The mission and ministries of St. John's rely on the 

contributions of time, talent, and treasure of every member, so that together we may serve God and share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ with each other and with the world, as a growing and thriving spiritual community 

within the greater community.  If you have not yet filled out a pledge form for 2016, please pick one up from 

the table in the atrium, or fill out a pledge form online at www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-

online/.  Thank you to all those who will be supporting our parish in 2016 with their pledges and offerings, as 

well as their time and talent.  May God the Giver bless us and guide us in the New Year as we worship 

together and work together - We are the Church, doing the work God has given us to do.   

~ Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee  

We congratulate The Rev. 

Paul Castelli for his ordi-

nation to the (transitional) 

diaconate. He was or-

dained deacon on Satur-

day, December 12, at the 

Cathedral Church of St. 

Paul’s in Detroit by The 

Rt. Rev. Wendell Gibbs.  

Deacon Paul will continue 

on staff at St. John’s as our 

seminarian/deacon until he 

graduates from Bexley Hall 

Seminary this coming 

spring, 2016.  

At some point in the future, God willing, he will be 

ordained as a priest.  

Deacon Paul Castelli with 

Bishop Wendell Gibbs 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DEACON PAUL! 

What used to be called the “deanery” Lenten School 

will be re-born this year. Since the official “deanery” 

no longer exists, it will simply be called the Lenten 

School. However, all Episcopal Churches in the 

Columbus area will be invited to participate. 

The Rev. George Glazier – former Rector of St. 

Stephens on campus, and current part-time assisting 

priest at St. Patrick’s – will be spearheading these 

programs. 

St. John’s will be responsible for providing the space, 

providing altar guild staff and for hospitality. We will 

also need people to help setup and tear down. If you 

would like to assist with this, please contact Fr. Philip. 

The dates for the Lenten School will be Tuesdays: 

Feb. 16 and 23, Mar. 1 and 8.  If you have a program 

or presentation that you would like to provide at the 

Lenten School, please contact The Rev. George 

Glazier at glazier.george@gmail.com .  

LENTEN SCHOOL TO BE HELD  

AT ST. JOHN’S  THIS YEAR 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
mailto:glazier.george@gmail.com
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NEW BOOKS AND MORE FOR 2016 

NEWCOMER LUNCHEON JANUARY 24 

 

We are evolving, like many other committees and the 

congregation, as we enter the new year. We hope you 

will join us in developing a vibrant, enjoyable, 

challenging process in each of the subcommittees. 

Some of those subcommittees are in respite right now 

as they consider how to meet the challenges of the 

new vision for St. John's Church and how to meet the 

needs and wants of the congregation and other 

interested persons.  

ADULT MOVIES and ROOF (Reflecting On Our 

Faith) continue in respite through January and 

February. 

Donna Hissrich is coordinating the 2016 Fall 

WOMEN’S RETREAT and leading the SEEKING GOD 

TOGETHER meeting. The latter group helps us form 

closer ties with each other and with God.  

ADULT FORUM will be presenting:  

Jan 3--Tricia Herban in the "What I've Been Reading" 

series, talking about TOXIC CHARITY. 

Jan. 10--Joan Bird is hosting Clarissa Epps, from 

BREAD, speaking about "How We Do Justice.”  

Jan. 31--"Meet the Candidates" for the coming Vestry 

elections.  

We are still firming up speakers for Jan. 17 and Jan. 

24. Be sure to check your Saturday email and the 

Sunday bulletin for information. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS: In February, we are 

planning "St. John's Love Stories" for Feb. 14. Did 

you meet your sweetheart, spouse, or partner at St. 

John's? How has St. John's helped nurture your 

relationship and traverse the various "speed bumps" 

that life often places in our paths? We'd love to hear 

your story. Please plan on coming to Adult Forum and 

sharing it. We are planning on Jackie Burns speaking 

Feb. 7 on her ministry with women returning to the 

mainstream from prison. This ministry has made a 

tremendous difference in the lives of many women. 

In April, following the guest minister appearance of 

Scott Gunn, we hope to present Transforming 

Questions, a series of thoughtful questions from the 

Forward Movement. The series is 10 sessions long and 

consists of Bible readings followed by questions and 

discussion. If you would be interested in presenting 

one of the sessions, please contact Dan Collins or 

Margaret Allen, both of whom have downloaded the 

information.  

~ Margaret Allen 

SUNDAY ADULT FORUMS 

Last month I wrote an article for 

Crossroads explaining the progress we’ve 

made toward revitalizing our library.  

Since then, many books have been 

ordered and donated and will be ready 

shortly for you to borrow.  I also asked 

for volunteers – are you ready to raise 

your hand? 

Where do your interests lie?  Episcopal Church 

history?  World Religions?  Modern Theologies?  

Contemporary Theologians?  Alternative Worship?  

Meditation, Prayer and Devotionals? Personal 

Spiritual Growth?  Soon a survey will be available for 

you to fill out and return – which we urge you to do.  

The results will help guide as we build a Parish 

Library that is used and valued. 

For now, here are a few books that will be ready to 

borrow soon: 

The Modern Theologians: An Introduction to 

Christian Theology Since 1918 by David F. Ford 

A New Harmony: The Spirit, the Earth, and the 

Human Soul by J. Philip Newell 

Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and 

the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening by Diana 

Butler Bass 

Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown 

Taylor 

Chosen?: Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict by Walter Brueggemann 

~ Nancy Elkington – 614-742-7054 – 

nancyelkington@gmail.com 

At St. John’s we look forward to meeting newcomers 

at receptions three times a year. So, even if you have 

been coming for a while, but haven’t yet joined us for 

a light lunch, please plan to come to Kilbourne Hall 

after the 11:15 service on January 24th.  This is a 

chance to meet other newcomers, to chat with staff, 

and to learn more about parishioners’ commitments to 

St. John’s and the wider community.  Watch for your 

invitation or contact Susie Bonnell at 

sjbonnell2011@gmail.com or 614-438-5259.    

~ Susie Bonnell 

https://www.librarything.com/work/304545/book/124082226
https://www.librarything.com/work/304545/book/124082226
https://www.librarything.com/author/forddavidf
https://www.librarything.com/work/11961245/book/123398829
https://www.librarything.com/work/11961245/book/123398829
https://www.librarything.com/authorlink.php?book=123398829
https://www.librarything.com/work/12283519/book/123665449
https://www.librarything.com/work/12283519/book/123665449
https://www.librarything.com/authorlink.php?book=123665449
https://www.librarything.com/authorlink.php?book=123665449
https://www.librarything.com/work/14243859/book/122813709
https://www.librarything.com/authorlink.php?book=122813709
https://www.librarything.com/authorlink.php?book=122813709
https://www.librarything.com/work/16427757/book/123460367
https://www.librarything.com/work/16427757/book/123460367
https://www.librarything.com/authorlink.php?book=123460367
mailto:nancyelkington@gmail.com
mailto:sjbonnell2011@gmail.com
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Confirmation is considered a sacrament in the Episco-

pal Church. Baptism is required before Confirmation. 

Confirmation is an adult acknowledgement and re-

commitment of your baptism. 

If you have never been confirmed in the Episcopal 

Church, please consider taking this year’s Confirma-

tion Classes. This series of 8-9 evening classes is a 

brief introduction into the history, theology, govern-

ance and traditions of the Episcopal Church and 

Christianity in general.  The series will also include a 

brief history and introduction to St. John’s, in particu-

lar.  

Presently, the classes are scheduled to take place on 

Wednesday evenings, beginning, January 13, 2016. 

Fr. Philip will be teaching most or all of the classes. 

The classes will begin at 7 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. 

If you have been confirmed in another tradition or de-

nomination of the church and are not sure if you 

should be re-confirmed in the Episcopal Church, 

please discuss this matter with Fr. Philip.  

Former Roman Catholics are not required to take 

these classes. However, the classes would be very 

helpful in helping you to understand the unique quali-

ties of the Episcopal Church. Former Roman Catho-

lics are officially “received” into the Episcopal 

Church by the Bishop. 

Teenagers who wish to be confirmed should be in the 

8th grade or higher. 

A sign-up sheet is on the Information Table in the 

atrium. Or, you may telephone or email Fr. Philip with 

your contact information,  614-846-5180, ext. 302 or 

PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org . 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  

TO BEGIN IN JANUARY! 

You might have read a couple of articles in the 

Dispatch this fall. On Nov. 23, under the headline 

“Focus on community programs leads to drop in 

juvenile lockups”, the article begins “Huge reductions 

in juvenile-incarceration rates are nothing new for 

Ohio.” It continues to state that the Office of Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention regards Ohio as a 

national leader in diverting juveniles away from 

prison and into lower-cost community programs. 

On December 9, under the headline “Goodbye to 

Blight”, the article describes the demolition of the 

900th abandoned house in the city of Columbus since 

2012. The article continues to note that 1294 blighted 

houses were destroyed last year in the city and county 

combined, a record that has been set since the 

incorporation of the Franklin County land bank in 

2012. 

It is no accident that the eradication of neighborhood 

blight and the reduction of juvenile offenders sent to 

jail were two of the issues the B.R.E.A.D. (Building 

Responsibility, Equality, and Dignity) organization 

has researched and advocated for in the last decade. 

No doubt these were issues that concerned some 

officials before B.R.E.A.D. became involved. What 

B.R.E.A.D. did is to bring best practices to the 

attention of officials and make them priorities for city 

and county government. It accomplished this by 

bringing thousands of people to the Nehemiah Action 

Rally at the Celeste Center in May. Thinking of the 

old adage, the squeaky wheel gets the grease, 

B.R.E.A.D. prevailed by squeaking as loudly as it 

could. 

I am personally proud to be a member of the justice 

ministry network at St. John’s and to stand with 

members of some 40 religious and other organizations 

under the banner of B.R.E.A.D. to do the important 

work of advocacy for justice. If someone asks you to 

be a member of St. John’s Justice Ministry Network, 

please give it prayerful consideration. If a network 

member asks you to join us at the Nehemiah Action 

Rally next May, please just say “yes”. It’s a few hours 

of your time for one evening of the year. It’s your 

chance to squeak! 

~ Eve Herold  

BE A SQUEAKY WHEEL! 

mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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I recently attended a workshop to become a certified 

FEMA Disaster Chaplain and one of the most 

important things they kept pounding into our heads 

was the importance of self-care while you are 

providing chaplaincy services at a disaster. 

We clergy are all taught in school that we cannot help 

others if we are so drained and exhausted that we are 

running on our reserve, or on empty. Our natural 

instinct is to place the needs of others above our own 

self-care. 

But self-care doesn’t only pertain to clergy; people 

providing services, whether as a vocation, or care-

giving for a family member, must remember that you 

can’t help someone else if you do not take care of 

yourself! 

It is important to set aside time for rest and exercise to 

maintain your mental and physical health. I have been 

walking about 3 miles a day since September, and 

because I spent the three days in the training and two 

days at convention, I now have trouble moving. I need 

to get back to the walking to restore the balance in my 

life. Even the slightest bit of exercise has an amazing 

amount of revitalization to my body, and when I 

meditate as I walk, to my soul. 

Clergy are ‘supposed’ to have a Sabbath time – a day 

off to replace the Sunday (since we all have a ‘little’ 

obligation on that day). Father Philip is REALLY 

good with that; me, not so much. I, and most of us, 

tend to get embroiled in things that we consider 

important and forget to take time for ourselves. I sit on 

several boards and belong to some very essential 

community organizations serving a myriad of good 

causes, but that means there are two weeks of the 

month that all I do is run to a meeting, sit in a meeting 

and then run to another meeting. Each one is 

important in itself, and I do it because I believe in the 

causes, but by the end of the day I am almost non-

functional. 

And we all do that to some extent in our everyday life. 

We all pencil in appointments on our calendar that we 

feel are important. It is time to pencil in a mini-

Sabbath or spiritual meditation time, or a ‘do nothing 

at all’ time to maintain our physical, emotional and 

spiritual health. ALL of us need to take care of 

ourselves. No one is immune from exhaustion and 

fatigue. 

I have found it necessary to take a short leave from 

Saint John’s to deal with some physical and medical 

issues. Father Philip has been very supportive of my 

decision. As it is now, I cannot be fully present and 

effective in the parish until I address these issues. 

Therefore, I will be serving at the last two Christmas 

Eve services and then taking January and possibly 

most of February off to take care of myself. 

The people of Saint John’s will be in my prayers, as I 

hope I will be in theirs. It is my hope that by the end 

of February I will be ready to come back, running at 

full speed. 

So, just as I am taking the time to take care of myself, 

consider whether you need to evaluate what you are 

doing and practice self-care for yourself. Let us be the 

best present and functioning that we can be. 

Blessings! 

Deacon deniray 

SELF-CARE IS FOR EVERYONE! 

GUEST PREACHER AND CELEBRANT 

The Rev. Robert (Bob) Ficks III will 

be our guest preacher and celebrant on 

Sunday, January 3. Fr. Bob has served 

at St. John’s several times over the 

past couple of years. 

Fr. Bob is semi-retired, although he is 

usually serving at some parish on 

Sundays. 

During the summers, Fr. Bob serves a 

small congregation in Maine. He lives in Columbus 

(Mt. Air) with his wife Ann and their dog, Patch. 

The Rev. Robert 

L. Ficks III  



 

12 

 



 

13 

 

Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 

 

Friday, January 1st   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, January 3rd     5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold 

Monday, January 4th     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday January 5th    6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room, Alice Foeller 

Friday, January 8th    6:00 PM – Youth Group, Hibernation Night, Carriage House 

Saturday, January 9th     6:00 PM – Saturday Supper, Kilbourne Hall 

Tuesday, January 12th    6:30 PM – Seeking God Together, Chapel, Donna Hissrich 

Tuesday, January 12th    7:00 PM – Worship Committee, Conference Room, Donna Somerville 

Wednesday, January 13th    7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Thursday, January 14th    5:00 PM - Finance Committee, Conference Room, John Pascoe  

Monday, January 18th     1:00 PM – Caregivers & Grief Support Group, Library, Nina Bruns 

Monday, January 18th    6:00 PM – Outreach & Social Justice Committee, Conference Room 

Tuesday, January 19th    7:00 PM – Newcomers Committee, Conference Room, Susie Bonnell 

Tuesday, January 19th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, January 20th   Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 
Wednesday, January 20th    7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Saturday, January 23rd    9:30 AM – Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Atrium, Punky Cline 

Sunday, January 24th   12:30 PM – Newcomers Lunch, Kilbourne Hall, Susie Bonnell 

Wednesday, January 27th    7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

Thursday, January 28th    6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe 

Sunday, January 31st  12:30 PM – Youth Group, Atrium, Maggie L.S. 

Sunday, January 31st    3:00 PM – Concert Series Concert, Nave, Sara Seidel 

Monday, February 1st     1:30 PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Atrium, Jane Kuntz 

Tuesday February 2nd     6:00 PM – Communications Committee, Conference Room, Alice Foeller 

Wednesday, February 3rd    7:00 PM – Confirmation Class, Music Room, Philip College 

 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Month of January 
 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children & Youth and Adult Forum 

10:20 AM GIFT (Growing in Faith Together for babies & toddlers) 2nd & 4th weeks, Nursery 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

 

Thursday 

  7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 

http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/
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The following people have recently made a donation 

to the St. John’s All Saints Fund: 
 

Dan Kochensparger       in memory of Fran Gilbert 
 

All donations to the All Saints Fund are used for 

permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s 

programs or premises. If you wish to make a contribution 

in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, 

simply write a check to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a 

notation for the “All Saints Fund.” The name of the person 

or event being memorialized should be included in the 

memo line. 

The January Saturday Supper will be a Chili Cookoff on January 9th at 6:30 pm 

in Kilbourne Hall, hosted by Donna and David Hissrich and Mary 

Bailey.  Singles, couples, and families with children are welcome to attend.  A 

proper Chili Cookoff needs at least 3 or 4 different chili offerings, and a 

vegetarian chili would be a welcome addition. Add-ons such as sour cream, 

shredded cheese, and oyster crackers will be provided.  We also need 

contributions of appetizers, salads, cornbread or corn muffins, and desserts.  We 

had some delicious entries last winter, but YOU might be the winner this time, so 

dig out your favorite recipe.  Please RSVP to Donna at 

<donna.hissrich@gmail.com> or Mary at <bailey.3@osu.edu>, and let them know what you'll be bringing and 

how many people.  If Winter ever comes, January could be a COLD month, so we'll warm up together with 

some CHILI on January 9th.  

~ Mary Bailey 

Coey Podraza  Jan. 2  

Carol Radkiewicz Jan. 3 

Elizabeth Lilly  Jan. 4 

David Talbot  Jan. 5 

Rich Rastetter   Jan. 6 

Wendy Brinker Jan. 6 

Robert Tobin  Jan. 9 

Oliver Sellan  Jan.9 

Todd Anderson Jan. 11 

Kate Meyer  Jan. 11 

Nneoma Anaba Jan. 11 

Foster Meyer  Jan. 11 

Shari Schwartz  Jan. 12 

Barb Rogers  Jan. 12 

Scarlett Reel  Jan. 12 

Miriam Utter   Jan. 13 

Juliana Pascoe  Jan. 14 

Ellen Hitch   Jan. 17 

Alan Palo  Jan. 17 

Rob Thurman   Jan. 17 

Sandy Disantis Jan. 20 

Calder Nemeth Jan. 20 

Leigh Thurman Jan.21 

James Langman Jan. 22 

John Mamone  Jan. 22 

Fran Compton  Jan. 23 

Barbara Richardson Jan. 24 

Marley Nemeth Jan. 24 

Nancy Weimer Jan. 25 

David Horton  Jan. 25 

Nadine Wise  Jan. 26 

Nancy Woodson Jan. 27 

Lorey Roggenkamp  Jan. 27 

Melissa Alexander Jan. 28 

Leslie Heckert  Jan. 28 

Dick Martin    Jan. 30 

Zoe Look  Jan. 31 

Happy Birthday to you! 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

SATURDAY SUPPER JANUARY 9 - SECOND "ANNUAL" CHILI COOK OFF 

Sunday, Jan. 31 – “Meet the Candidates” for Vestry 

Election, during the Sunday Adult Forum 

Sunday, Feb. 7 – voting for Vestry and Junior Warden 

in the atrium before and after services 

Sunday, Feb. 14 – voting for Vestry and Junior 

Warden before and after services 

Sunday, Feb. 21 – The Annual Meeting. Watch for 

more details  

UPCOMING EVENTS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALL SAINTS FUND 

mailto:donna.hissrich@gmail.com
mailto:bailey.3@osu.edu

