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ONLINE GIVING IS GREAT  

FOR YEAR END GIFTS  

TO THE CHURCH 

In the course of year-end tax planning, you 

may find yourself considering special one-

time donations. Online giving makes this 

possible even in the final weeks of the year. 

As you contemplate year-end gifts, please keep St. John’s in mind. We welcome your 

gifts through the Online Giving link on the right-hand side of the St. John’s website at 

www.stjohnsworthington.org. The link will redirect you to a secure website that 

provides options of paying directly from your checking or savings account or from 

any major credit card. You can proceed directly to the online giving page, or you can 

first view a slideshow to familiarize you with how to set up your online giving. You 

can enter a one-time or recurring gift to support normal operations (General Pledge) 

or mortgage reduction and major property repairs (Ministry Pledge), or you may wish 

to make a special gift to the Rector's Discretionary Fund or the All Saints fund to 

honor a special person or event in your life . 

~ Mary Bailey, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Tuesday evening, December 24th 

4:00 p.m. - Holy Eucharist with Children’s Pageant and hymns  

7:00 p.m. - Holy Eucharist with music and sermon 

9:30 p.m. - Holy Eucharist with music and sermon, incense will be used 

Special notes: 

The worship times above are different from previous years! 

Thirty minutes of music will be provided before the 9:30 p.m. service. 

Christmas Day – Wednesday morning, December 25th 

10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist with hymns, no homily 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org
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ACOLYTE CORNER 

St. John’s is not only blessed to have families with 

traditions of service as Acolytes, we have also been 

blessed to watch some of our Acolytes grow up before 

our eyes. This month we will meet someone who is 

among our longest serving Acolytes and has grown up 

before our eyes. He has not only grown up but he has 

also grown in his ministry to St. John’s. This month 

please meet Thomas Broere.  

Why am I an Acolyte? 

I started to Acolyte when I 

was in the third grade be-

cause my brother left. At that 

point, it never occurred to me 

that I started to strengthen my 

faith in God and religion. 

Though as the years past, 

while I’ve acolyted, I started 

to notice something. When 

I’m up at the Altar, I think 

more and more about what is 

currently going on in my life. 

If things are really bad, I ask God to give me a help-

ing hand. 

A few years ago I thought it was weak to ask for help 

but honestly it shows you are stronger. A few years 

ago I wasn’t sure where my faith was at. But with the 

help of me acolyting and everyone at the Church, I’ve 

been able to regrow my Faith. Since I have acolyted it 

has helped my moral compass and helped me figure 

out what kind of person I want to strive to be like. 

~ Thomas Broere   

Thomas Broere 

SAINTS AND SINNERS CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

The Saints and Sinners 

(20s/30s group) will be 

having a pizza lunch af-

ter the 11:15 am service 

on Sunday, December 

15th in the Under-

croft.  Pizza and soda 

will be provided plus Elizabeth and John will be 

bringing Christmas sugar cookies!  The Saints and 

Sinners will be collecting items from the Capital Area 

Humane Society Wish List (http://www.cahs-pets.org/

get_involved/wish_list.htm) to donate.  Join us for 

some fellowship, outreach, and Christmas 

spirit.  Please RSVP to saintsandsinners-

group@gmail.com so that we can get a count for or-

dering pizza.  Kids are welcome too! 

Elizabeth Schultz 

CELTIC SERVICE: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

All are welcome to participate in a 

Celtic Evening Liturgy observing 

the First Sunday of Advent, De-

cember 1, 5:00 pm. It will be held 

in the Atrium. Following the lit-

urgy there will be a time of fel-

lowship and light refreshments. 

Please come and bring a friend.  

~ Robert Reber 

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTION 

Inquiry has been made 

regarding the paintings of 

the Liberian artist,  

Lawson Sworh.   

Reproductions (framed) 

are available for only $20 

each. Proceeds directed 

toward two benefits: 

Fundraising efforts of 

PIMIL scholarship pro-

gram –of 81 students 

(basically K-12) in the 

current school year.  Twenty-five percent of the pro-

ceeds will be donated toward the scholarship  

students. 

Reinvestment in Lawson’s business – 75% will re-

turn to Lawson Sworh. 

We ask for your patronage of a good item as Christ-

mas gift for a family member, a friend or for your-

self.  Contact: Vicky Tuner in the office or Mother 

Abby 614-891-2960. 

Also, reproductions can be purchased at the web-

site: www.SworhArts.com. 

EEC STEP-UP- TO- QUALITY! 
The St. John’s Early Education 

Center, a pre-school for 3-5 year 

olds, has received the prestigious 

status of 4 Stars by the state. This 

is an audacious accomplishment.  

Please give your appreciation and 

recognition to our pre-school di-

rector, Cathy Wahoff, and to her 

staff, for their accomplishments!   

http://www.cahs-pets.org/get_involved/wish_list.htm
http://www.cahs-pets.org/get_involved/wish_list.htm
http://www.cahs-pets.org/get_involved/wish_list.htm
mailto:saintsandsinnersgroup@gmail.com
mailto:saintsandsinnersgroup@gmail.com
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6th through 8th graders enjoying their Junior High 

Coffee Hour time in November.  

ST. JOHN’S RECEIVES ADDITIONAL  

MONETARY GIFTS! 
The year 2013 has been an exceptional and extraordi-

nary year in terms of receiving unexpected, unplanned 

monetary donations given to St. John’s. These gifts 

could not have come at a better time! 

In addition to the numerous gifts we received earlier 

this year, we recently received a donation for $10,000 

from a parishioner who wishes to remain anonymous. 

No restrictions were attached to this donation.  This 

means the Vestry can decide how to use this gift as 

they feel it is most needed. 

Additionally, we have been promised (but have not yet 

received) a donation of approximately $1,500 from the 

St. John’s ECW (Episcopal Church Women). This 

money is to be used to assist in the repair or replace-

ment the current dishwasher in the lower-level kitchen. 

That dishwasher has not worked for several years. 

At the November meeting of the Vestry, the Vestry –

following the recommendation of the Finance Com-

mittee - approved the repair or replacement of the cur-

rent dishwasher, including installation costs. The bill 

for this project will be paid from a combination of the 

two donations listed above.  

A committee of several people has been appointed. 

They will begin investing actual costs immediately. 

Hopefully, this project will be completed soon after the 

Christmas and New Year holidays. 

In addition to the two 

gifts already mentioned, 

we have received an-

other donation of 

$50,000. This gift comes 

from Del and Sharon 

Lothes - long term mem-

bers of the congregation 

who have given other 

significant donations in 

the past.  

Del and Sharon’s gift did have a stipulation that 

$30,000 of their gift be used to assist in paying down 

our mortgage. Per their direction, the Vestry has di-

rected the treasurer to pay that additional payment to 

the mortgage principal immediately.  

(We will have an updated report of the status of the 

mortgage at the Annual Meeting in February. There 

will be good news to report!) 

Del and Sharon gave the Vestry permission to use the 

remaining cash as best as the Finance Committee and 

the Vestry could determine. At the November meeting 

of the Vestry - at the recommendation of the Finance 

Committee - decided to apply the remaining $20,000 

Del & Sharon Lothes 

to the operating revenue for 2013.  

Despite the recent gifts, we are still currently operat-

ing with a deficit budget. Applying the additional 

$20,000 from this most recent gift to our operating 

budget this year means we will not have to withdraw 

from on our investments quite so much. In effect, we 

now have more investments that can be used next 

year.   

Please offer God thanksgiving for these additional 

gifts! 

If you are prayerfully considering making a special 

monetary donation to assist with our difficult fi-

nances, please speak to me prior to finalizing your 

decision. 

Fr. Philip + 
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At each month’s meeting of the St. John’s 

Vestry, a member of the Vestry begins the 

meeting with a mediation followed by a 

prayer. Below is the November medication 

given by Vestry Member Jonathan Johns.   

Fr. Philip + 

Meditation 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him, above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, 

Is now and ever shall be, 

World without end, 

Amen, Amen. 

I will begin this meditation by reading a chapter from a col-

lection of writings by a Buddhist monk, Thich Nhat Hanh. 

It is difficult if not impossible to practice the way of Under-

standing and Love without a Sangha, a community of 

friends who practice the same way. In my country, we say 

that if a tiger comes down from the mountain, he will be 

caught by humans and killed. Practicing without a Sangha is 

like that. Society has so much momentum in the direction of 

forgetfulness that we need the support of friends to help us 

keep in touch with our deepest desire to love and help all 

human beings. 

As you may or may not know, my mother is a long time 

member of this church, and she sings in the choir. She has 

always been attracted to church worship because she says, 

“there is ritual in church. In ritual there are always the same 

elements, a group of like minded individuals gather once a 

week to recite story and song in praise of God.” I believe 

nothing could be a simpler, nor a more correct thing to do. 

Praising God. It is a good and joyful thing to do. For a time, 

I believed that I could praise God anywhere, because God is 

everywhere, I could find God’s presence on the farm, camp-

ing deep in the mountains, in a city park. I could find many 

places to praise God, to thank God for my many blessings. 

I still discover new places to praise God, to worship in eve-

ryday life. I enjoy simpler things, and I have been in situa-

tions where the simple things weren’t available. So, once on 

a cold morning years ago, I jumped into a hot shower. Im-

mediately I said, “Thank God!” as my body warmed and I 

was able to wash, cleanse myself. Suddenly I realized, 

Thank God, indeed, and right then I said a short prayer of 

praise and thanks that I was blessed with a hot shower!  I 

still do this, sometimes expanding the prayer to include the 

Lord’s Prayer, or the song I just recited earlier. Sometimes 

it is a simple Amen, amen, thank you Lord, Amen. 

I now find myself remembering God in other simple mo-

ments of the day, walking the dog, making dinner, spending 

time with my wife. But it all stems from ritual. 

So, I began to realize that I was at-

tending church more frequently af-

ter my kids were grown. I had more 

time in my life for other things and 

worship was going to be one. I 

started to understand that ritual 

serves many purposes, one of which 

is that it forces you, allows you to 

go through the motions and songs of 

praise. I worried that I was attend-

ing church to please my Mom, it 

makes her happy to see me there. 

But I saw that I was invested in lending support to a church I 

believe in, one that allowed me time to worship and praise 

God with other like-minded people. I remember attending 

church one time, even when my mom did not, even without 

family, friends I was going because I enjoyed the ability to 

worship, to stand in some place and say out loud the praises 

I believe are right to acknowledge. My mom is 80 now, she 

may live a long time, but there will come a day when I will 

not hear her voice in the choir, she will not be there for the 

sign of Peace. When that time comes, will I still attend 

church? 

The answer is yes, I realized, I knew with the same surety 

when I said Thank God for a hot shower and really meant it. 

Because although I like this old building, and I like to hear 

my mom sing in it and I enjoy Father Philip’s sermons, and I 

like to be associated with a church that openly accepts all of 

God’s children, it all comes down to this, the main thing for 

me is that I like to worship God and I have a place to wor-

ship. I have a place to thank God from whom all blessing 

flow. I attend church because it is a place where no matter 

what mood I am in, no matter how hard life becomes, I can 

go to a place where there are set processes and accepted mo-

tions (rituals) that guarantee and allow me the ability to give 

back to God that which belongs to God. And I can leave 

with gladness and singleness of heart that I have praised God 

in a place of worship. I will remember, because of ritual, to 

thank God everyday for other blessings as I find them. 

But humans are frail and forgetful. I have walked out of 

church and driven not quite half the way home before I for-

get all about peace and love over a traffic maneuver. We 

forget who we are, where we come from, and so we need 

ritual and rites of passage to awaken us to God’s world all 

around us. Ritual allows us to be absorbed in the acknowl-

edgement and awareness of God in our lives, and allows us 

to praise God for it, which is the mindful thing to do. 

In closing, a prayer from the Book of Common Prayer, 

O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our 

being: We humbly pray thee so to guide and govern us by 

thy Holy Spirit, that in all cares and occupations of our life 

we may not forget thee, but may remember that we are ever 

walking in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

~ Jonathan R. Johns 

Jonathan Johns 
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Youth smiling just before piling into wagons and setting 

off on our hayride! 

Congratulations to  

Bryn House and Femi Adeyanju  
who were married on  

Saturday, October 5, 2013.  

The marriage took place at  

Trinity Church on Capital Square.  

Fr. Philip College officiated. 

Olaf, Joanne Dylan and Max Weber Ashley, Jordan and Emerson Lothes Emily, Mat and Annie LaMonica 

Betsy, Douglas and Chloe David 

Congratulations Laura & Ches! 
Ches Stewart and Laura Reedy were married  

October 12, 2013 at the Episcopal Church of the  

Redeemer, Ashville, N.C. Ches and Laura were  

members of St. John’s until last summer. They met 

each other at Sunday morning worship at St. John’s, 

and they became active members of our Saints and 

Sinners group for 20/30’s.   

CONGRATULATIONS ON BAPTISMS ! 
The following children were baptized on All Saints, Sunday, November 

3, 2013. 

Emerson Lea Lothes - daughter of Jordan and Ashley Lothes, and 

granddaughter of Chip and Cathy Lothes, and great granddaughter 

of Del and Sharon Lothes. 

Max Roland Weber – son of Olaf and Joanne Weber. 

Ann Cecelia LaMonica – daughter of Mat and Emily LaMonica. 

Chloe Elizabeth David – daughter of Doug and Betsy David.  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10202351515133495&set=a.1605796429066.2087266.1360827333&type=1&relevant_count=1&ref=nf


6 

 

139TH CONVENTION OF THE  

DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO 
November 8—9, 2013 in Cincinnati, Ohio 

We had a strong showing at the Convention from St. 

John’s Worthington: Father Philip, Rev. Jackie Burns 

(Deacon), Rev. Deniray Mueller (Deacon), Bill 

Weatherholt (Senior Warden and Delegate), Jeffrey 

Rees (Junior Warden and Delegate), Nancy Elkington 

(Vestry Member and delegate), Linda Weatherholt 

(Parishioner and Delegate), Karen Peeler, and Edward 

Lasseigne. 

The theme of the convention was Service. Keynote 

speaker Rev. Suzanne Watson Epting’s (a deacon) 

speech entitled To Serve you is Perfect Freedom, which 

focused on the Diaconate’s perspective and focus on 

Service. Throughout both days a series of videos ran 

showing the numerous and creative ways our parishes 

reach out and serve the community  

(http://www.youtube.com/user/diosohio). Finally Bishop 

Breidenthal’s convention remarks and sermon also fo-

cused heavily on this theme (given at Christ Church Ca-

thedral).  

The Taskforce on Reimagining the Diocese provided a 

report that included a humorous clip from Stephen Col-

bert (if you go to YouTube.com and search on “Colbert 

Episcopalian”, it will pop right up). The Diocese is fo-

cused on ending the misconception that they are a sepa-

rate entity from the parishes. They passed out pins with 

the slogan “I am the Diocese” and proposed two new 

resolutions to further engage the local parishes and 

gather information. These resolutions passed. 

Speaking of social media sites such as YouTube, Twitter 

was pushed as another way for us to reach out to others. 

If you are a Twitter user, search on #diocohio2013 for 

all the happenings at the Convention this year. 

Finally, there were a number of resolutions that the dele-

gates voted upon at the convention. All passed except 

for one. The Resolution urging Divestment from Fossil 

Fuel Corporations and Industries did not pass after a 

very robust and thoughtful discussion. If you go to the 

Diocesan website (http://www.diosohio.org/) you will 

see a number of links from the Convention, including 

one leading to the full text of the Resolutions and their 

outcome. 

A fine time was had by all! 

Yours Truly, 

Jeffrey Rees, Junior Warden  

FLOURISH IN FAITH - PLEDGE UPDATE AND 

ONLINE GIVING CLARIFICATION 

In this season of Advent, 

our Flourish in Faith cele-

bration back in October 

may be fading from our 

memories, but the mission 

and ministries of St. John’s 

will continue to flourish 

thanks to our financial of-

ferings and all the ways we offer our time and talent 

throughout the new year. By mid-November, a total of 

141 pledges for 2014 had been received, including 13 

new commitments, yielding a total of ~$368,000 so far. 

Based on the pledges received up to now, the Vestry, 

the Finance Committee and Father Philip have been 

working hard to build a responsible budget for 2014. 

We want to give them reliable information so they can 

be good stewards of our offerings, so please help by 

filling out your pledge form and turning it in as soon as 

possible. If you did not receive a pledge form or have 

misplaced it, please pick one up from the table in the 

atrium or fill out a pledge form online at 

www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-

online/.  

Please note that if you filled out the pledge form online 

AND if you utilize online giving to pay your pledge, 

those two web pages DO NOT talk to each other!  If 

you filled out the pledge form online to indicate an in-

crease (or decrease) in your pledge for 2014, you will 

also need to go online to www.stjohnsworthington.org 

and click the Online Giving link on the right-hand side 

to update your online giving.  If you are a previous 

online giver, be sure to "Log In" first so you can edit 

your previous pledge to the new amount for 2014.  

(Don't make the mistake I made one year, where I in-

stead accidentally added a NEW pledge instead of edit-

ing the previous one, so I was "giving double" for a 

couple of months!)  If you are new to online giving, 

you can view a slide show to walk you through the 

steps to set up your online giving.  For those who prefer 

making their offering in church, packets of pledge en-

velopes will be available on the information table in the 

atrium.  Thanks to everyone for your financial support 

of St. John's! 

~ Mary Bailey,  

on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

http://www.youtube.com/user/diosohio
http://www.diosohio.org/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/stewardship-pledge-online/
http://www.stjohnsworthington.org
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THE FOOD PANTRY 
Advent is a time of preparation, a time to prepare ourselves to receive God's miraculous 

gift to us, His Son Jesus.  Unfortunately, we sometimes get so caught up in "holiday" 

preparations, such as shopping, baking, cleaning, decorating, wrapping, and traveling, that 

we forget to prepare ourselves for the "holy day" of Christ's birth.  As we make room in 

our hearts for Jesus, let us also make room for those of God's children who need a helping 

hand at Christmas.  

 This Advent, please consider augmenting your regular Food Pantry donations with an extra "Christmas 

Dinner" donation each week.  Both the Worthington Food Pantry and Gladden Community House will pre-

pare Christmas dinner baskets for selected families, and the number of Christmas baskets needed is likely to 

exceed 500. YOU CAN HELP make these baskets possible with your contributions of canned fruit, canned 

corn, green beans, sweet potatoes, stuffing mix, spices (sage, nutmeg, thyme),  gravy, chicken broth, cornbread 

or hot roll mix, cranberry sauce, canned pumpkin or other pie filling, evaporated milk, pie crust mix or pie 

shells, nuts, mashed potato mix, gingerbread mix, Christmas cookies or candy.  Even things like turkey cook-

ing bags, aluminum foil, and freezer bags are helpful. 

 If you will be hosting a party during the holidays, consider inviting your guests to bring a Food Pantry 

donation to the party. 

 A turkey or ham and some perishable items will need to be purchased for each of the Christmas baskets, so 

MONETARY DONATIONS are also gratefully received and wisely spent. Please make your check payable 

to the pantry of your choice, "Worthington Healthy Coalition, Inc" - with Food Pantry on the memo line - or 

"Gladden Food Pantry," and place it in the offering plate at church or mail a check directly to Worthington 

Healthy Coalition, Inc, PO Box 190, Worthington OH 43085 or Gladden Food Pantry, 318 S. Glenwood Ave, 

Columbus OH 43223.  

 Fresh fruit or vegetables such as tangerines, oranges, grapefruit, apples, carrots, onions, yams, or potatoes 

are also helpful and could be brought any Sunday through December 22. 

You will enjoy your own Christmas celebration more when you know you have helped others enjoy a special 

Christmas dinner too. Let's fill the baskets in the back of the church and the atrium to OVERFLOWING!! 

Speaking of filling the baskets, have you noticed the wonderful new rolling baskets made by Tom and Donna 

Bailey?  Thank you so much, Tom and Donna - the new baskets greatly facilitate the delivery of our weekly 

donations to the kitchen for counting, sorting, and bagging. 

December  1     canned beans & Christmas dinner items 

    8    canned diced tomatoes & Christmas dinner items 

   15   chunky soup & Christmas dinner items 

   22   canned chicken & Christmas dinner items 

   29    baby food and formula 

 

CHURCH OFFICE TO BE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
Christmas Week.  

The church office will be closed on Tuesday and Wednesday of Christmas Week, December 24 and 25.  The 

office will be for limited hours on Monday, Thursday and Friday of that week.  Please plan accordingly.  

New Years Week. 

The church office will also be closed on Tuesday and Wednesday for New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, 

December 31st and January 1st.  The church office will be open for limited hours on Monday, Thursday and 

Friday of that week. Please plan accordingly. 
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Make a Joyful Noise: Music Notes 
 

Music Series Family Concert 
“Rhymes, Lullabies, and Letters, Oh My!” 

Sunday, December 8, 3:00 p.m. 

Sopranos Rebecca Freshwater and Maribeth Crawford have 

created a program centered on songs for children. Kids will 

love the puppets and fun interactive moments throughout the 

concert; adults will enjoy the excellent musicianship of these 

two classical singers. Rebecca just finished four years as the 

Expressive Arts Enrichment specialist for Music and Art at 

the First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland’s Children’s 

Center, and both she and Maribeth are mothers of toddlers.  

This will be an afternoon that engages and entertains children of all ages. 
 

Featured works include "I Hate Music" by Leonard Bernstein, which examines childhood curiosities and mys-

teries while exploring what the word "music" means; "Songs of Innocents" by Aaron Jay Kernis, a cornucopia 

of childhood lullabies and fables; and “Childhood Fables for Grownups” by Irving Fine, which takes you on a 

journey with Lenny the Leopard, Tigeroo, and Polaroli the Polar Bear. Also included, with permission, is 

James D. Cram’s unpublished song cycle “Children’s Letters to God”.  
 

I invite you to share this afternoon with all the children in your life! 
 

A Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols 
January 5, 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. 

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a traditional service of worship celebrating the birth of Jesus. The story 

of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of the Christ Child is told in several short les-

sons, interspersed with congregational carols and choral anthems. It is traditional to include nine lessons, but 

since our Festival of Lessons and Carols will be paired with our celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday morn-

ing, we will hear five. We have only a couple of weeks to sing Christmas carols in church – I hope you will 

join us as we mark all twelve days of Christmas with this special celebration of Christ’s birth! 

 

 

Choir Schedule: 

Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (8:15 on the first Sunday of the month), in the Chancel 

The complete 2013-14 Choir Calendar is posted on the church website under Worship: Music: Adult Choir. 

New choir members are welcomed at any time. 

 

 

 

Looking ahead… 
Several other exciting events will be a part of the 2013-14 program year, including… 

 

Sunday, December 8, 3:00 p.m. – “Rhymes, Lullabies, and Letters, Oh My!”– Family Concert 

Sunday, January 5, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. – A Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, March 2, 3:00 p.m. – The Black Swamp Saxophone Quartet (Music Series concert) 

Sunday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. – Instrumentalists of St. John’s (Music Series concert) 

 

~ Sara Seidel 

Rebecca Freshwater Maribeth Crawford 
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CHILDREN’S & YOUTH MINISTRIES NEWS 

The season of Advent has arrived, and with it all the events and “busy-ness” of December.  It is so easy for all 

of us to get swept up in the hustle and bustle of the weeks before Christmas without slowing down and pausing 

to appreciate and anticipate the importance of the gift we will celebrate on December 25th.  Although there are 

many events happening at St. John’s in the coming weeks, I invite you to approach them as opportunities to 

enrich your family’s experience of the Advent season and call us all back to the true meaning of the Christmas 

celebration. 

Children’s Church will continue to meet every Sunday in December during the 9:00 am worship service.  

Sunday School classes for preschoolers through 5th graders will meet from 10:20 to 11:00 am every Sunday 

except Dec. 29th (there will be Children’s Church but no Sunday School on that day).  On Dec. 1 st, the Sunday 

School children will meet in the Undercroft rather than their regular classrooms, to enjoy snacks, do a special 

project and hear a story about the Advent “Jesse Tree.”  Parents and grandparents are encouraged to come and 

join in the fun! 

For 6th through 12th graders, the combined Youth Education class will meet on Dec. 1st and 15th in the Car-

riage House from 10:20 to 11:00 am, and the separate Jr. High Hangout and Sr. High Coffee Hour groups will 

meet on the 8th and 22nd.  And there are three Youth Group activities this month – a Christmas movie night on 

Friday Dec. 6th, lunch after church and volunteering with our rabbit friends on Dec. 15th, and our annual 

Christmas Party on Friday Dec. 20th.  Youth are always welcome to bring friends to these events.  Watch your 

email for more details! 

For our littlest brothers and sisters, Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) for babies and toddlers will meet in 

the Nursery at 10:20 am on Dec. 8th and 22nd.  All little ones and their grownups are encouraged to join in this 

fun worship experience as we get ready to welcome baby Jesus! 

This year St. John’s will provide special Advent storybooks for families to enjoy the season together.  There 

is a board book called “Happy Christmas Day!” for babies and toddlers and a paperback book called “Finding 

Bethlehem” for older children.  I encourage you to read these books with your children every night during Ad-

vent as a special family devotional time to remind you why this season is so special.  Books will be available 

in the Atrium on Sunday, December 1st!  Also available will be details of a special online Advent devotional 

activity for youth called “Following the Star.” 

This year’s Christmas Eve Pageant will be a wonderful opportunity for the children and youth of St. John’s 

to dress up and explore the important themes of the Christmas story without feeling pressure to remember lines 

or choreography.  Our pageant is called “The Greatest Gift,” and it uses selections from Scripture and familiar 

carols to help us recall what happened on that very special night so long ago.  There will be only one rehearsal 

session this year, and that will be on Saturday, Dec. 21st from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, with lunch provided.  We 

will divide the children up into “story groups” to explore ways of acting out different sections of the Christmas 

story, and we’ll also assign costumes for each participant.  All children and youth who want to take part in the 

pageant must attend this rehearsal session – if your child has a conflict but would still like to participate some-

how, please talk to me before the 21st so that we can come up with a 

plan.  My hope is that “The Greatest Gift” will allow us to make the 

Christmas story come alive in a fun and relaxed way that will enrich 

our experience of Jesus’ birth! 

Please let me know if you have questions 

(MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org).  I look forward to enjoying 

a peaceful and blessed Advent and Christmas with you! 

Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard, Coordinator of Children’s  

& Youth Ministries 

An interesting cast of characters showed up 

at St. John's on Costume Day!  

mailto:MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org
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 STEWARDS OF ADVENT: WAKE, WATCH, AND WAIT! 

Probably nothing challenges a Christian steward’s use of time as much 

as the seasons of Advent and Christmas. 

Each year, we marvel at the irony of it: a time to honor and ponder 

God’s great mystery, the Incarnation, somehow falls prey to a time of 

stressful shopping, endless “to do” lists, strained checkbooks, and guilt 

over what’s not getting done. Sometimes those non-stop Christmas 

tunes begin to grate on our senses. 

How does the Christian steward answer this challenge to devote time 

to reflection and prayer while incorporating the best and most fruitful of our cultural traditions into this festive sea-

son? 

One suggestion would be to set aside a special time of reflection right at the beginning of Advent for determining 

what our priorities for the season will be. Set aside an hour and begin by rereading the Christmas story in the Gos-

pel of St. Luke. Ask God to help you know what is the most generous and beneficial use of time for God’s service 

during this season. Ask for help in setting aside time for prayer each day. Don’t be afraid to cross things off your 

“must do” list if they add stress to what should be a peaceful time. 

Only you and God can determine the best use of your time. For instance, some people find annual Christmas cookie 

baking a reflective, creative time and a wonderful way to share as part of their prayer time. Some find that spending 

time with crafts, such as making an Advent Wreath, is meaningful. Or maybe it is making a manger scene with the 

kids or it could be keeping a journal about your spiritual journey. So, ask God which traditions are life-giving for 

you, and be bold enough to leave the others behind.  

“I just don’t have time,” is the frequent response to the holiday season. But the Christian steward is aware that we 

all have the same amount of time, and to each is given an opportunity of returning the first fruits of that time back 

to God with the gifts he gave us. The season of Advent offers just such a grace-filled opportunity. 

“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” (Matthew 24:42) 

Advent is about many things. It is about being awake and vigilant in the midst of a world that would have us 

calmed into complacency. It is about watching, about looking for signs of God’s activity in the world in the person 

and message of Jesus Christ. It is about waiting, about holding the gospel in your heart and listening to the word of 

God and listening to what God is saying to you. 

The challenge lies in effectively communicating the importance of being stewards of this season to people so accus-

tomed to rushing through it to get to the liturgical dessert of Christmas. Being a steward of Advent involves a seri-

ous tweaking of one’s mindset. Instead of the expecting lots of instant gratification, we must develop and cherish 

the witness behind the “W” words: “Wake,” “Watch,” and “Wait.” 

The texts for these four weeks lead us deeper into an examination of the function of time and of how God is at work 

in our world. We are told that “…salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 

gone, the day is near.” (Romans 13:11b-12a) We are urged to be awake and live honorably in the world. We are to 

live as God’s people, doing God’s work and not allowing ourselves to be consumed by what still needs done on our 

“to do” list. We, as God’s people, are challenged to live into our baptismal identity, to be the church, and to be 

awake and alive, renewed and refreshed. 

Instead of the setting our hearts on the latest toy or newest electronic gadget that will soon break and be cast aside, 

remember first that we are stewards of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh that transcends time, 

always fresh, new, and unexpected. Let us live into that reality with all its mystery, wonder, and discomfort. 

Look for the unexpected: watch, wait, and most of all be awake. Christ is coming. Christ is here. Christ is loose and 

on the move in the world. Thanks be to God. 

~ On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, 

Donna Hissrich  
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NEWCOMERS WELCOME LUNCHEON 

You won’t be a newcomer any longer after you join us 

for a light lunch in Kilbourne Hall on Sunday, January 

26 immediately after the 11:15 service.  Even if 

you’ve been attending St. John’s for months, if you 

have not come to one of these informal receptions, 

you are most welcome.  It is a time for fellowship and 

an opportunity to see where you might become in-

volved in our church “family”.  Please mark your cal-

endars now for January 26. You may respond directly 

to Susie Bonnell at sjbonnell2011@gmail  

or 614/438-5259. 
 

NEWCOMER ORIENTATION TOURS 

Another way to “get to know” St. John’s – take a 

TOUR! Do you know the way to the kitchen?  Do you 

know there is a kitchen? What about the elevator? Or 

the library?  Learn what’s behind closed doors. You’ll 

feel more at home here – and be able to direct others 

who might be finding their way for the first time.  The 

Newcomers Committee will be glad to show you the 

way on Sunday, January 19 after both services. 

~ Susie Bonnell 

GARDEN GLORIES 

“All things bright and beautiful…” 

Think Spring!  As you are coping with wintry weather 

and snowy streets, be of good cheer!   Spring will 

come, and with it a fresh and breezy gardening season.  

When daffodils come up in the churchyard, you might 

really want to be with the Lay Weeders as we choose 

flowers and set them out to flourish.  Visitors and pa-

rishioners will be warmed and uplifted as they come to 

church or just by walking through the grounds.  So 

think spring, watch for the Lay Weeders’ “Perennial 

Annual Meeting” in March, and join us as we play in 

the dirt again, starting in April! 

 “…the Lord God made them all.” 

~ Ellen Stukenberg, for the Lay Weeders 

PIMIL – PARTNERS IN MINISTRY IN LIBERIA  

In the October issue of 

the Crossroads, we heard 

the story of parish spon-

sored student, Abeoseh 

Yanforh of the last 

school year and it was 

wonderful!  She was pro-

moted to the 2nd grade.  Now we have the story of the 

second parish sponsored student, Ernest Dahn.  Ernest 

is 12 and was promoted to the seventh grade. “I love 

my new class and I promise and pray to study hard so 

that I can make another pass at the end of the next 

year”, Ernest wrote to the Outreach Committee.  Of 

course, members of the parish, three, including two 

couples and the ECW (the women of the parish) are 

sponsoring students as well.  We are grateful when we 

are inspired to respond to God’s needs in the world.  In 

the past as many as twelve persons, including couples 

have generously sponsored students in Liberia through 

PIMIL for which we thank you.  However, today that 

number is half.  An Appeal: We encourage former 

members again and new members of the parish to be-

come sponsors.  PIMIL is sponsoring 81 students this 

current school year – a record high from 75! We invite 

you to visit the PIMIL website: www.pimil.org and 

choose a level of education to support a student.  You 

can do this in two ways: 

 Make your donation to PIMIL on the online giving 

page of St. John’s website (Any amount will be 

appreciated)! 

 Make a Holiday giving to PIMIL.  Make a check 

payable to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church and 

place PIMIL in the memo line. Send to: PO Box 

176, Westerville, OH 43086.  Thank you!  A Joy-

ous Christmas Holiday to you and the family. 

~ Joan Bird & Mother Abby 

ANNUAL MEETING  
Mark your calendars now! 

The 211th Annual Meeting of St. John’s parish will be 

held on Sunday, February 16th, 2014. 

Watch for more details in the January CROSSROADS. 

Committee Chairs and Vestry Liaisons will soon ask to 

submit articles for the Annual Report to the congrega-

tion. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 

The next meeting will be 

on Wednesday,  

December 18th in the Con-

ference Room at 10:45 

AM. All current caregivers 

and those who have been 

care givers in the past are 

welcome. For details con-

tact Kim Basso at 614-261-8100,  

Nancy Woodson at 614-890-3044 or  

Nina Bruns at 614-882-9032. 

Newcomers Welcome 

http://www.pimil.org
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP  
St. John's Intercessory Prayer Group prays for others 

and the situations in which they, their loved ones, 

friends, co-workers, etc, may find themselves.  

If you or someone you love or know needs prayer sup-

port or you would like to join us in praying, please call 

or email me, Jo Pascoe at  

(614) 885-1773 or 

twopas@aol.com. 

NEXT DATE FOR BAPTISMS 
The next date for Baptisms is January 12, 2013 – the 

Sunday after the Epiphany; the Baptism of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. 

If you wish to be baptized, or if you have a child to 

be baptized, please contact Fr. Philip immediately. A 

baptismal education conversation requires about one 

hour of your time. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES ANNOUNCED  

The 2014 Confirmation Classes are scheduled to begin 

on February 19th.  

If you are new to the Episcopal Church - or if you have 

never been confirmed in the Episcopal Church, please 

consider taking a series of classes that will introduce 

you fully to the Episcopal Church and will assist you 

in taking increased interest and responsibility for your 

baptism. 

These Confirmation Classes are for any adult and for 

any teenager who has finished the seventh grade.       

The classes will be held on a series of Wednesday eve-

nings from 7– 8:30 p.m. – beginning on February 19th. 

The classes will end on April 23. 

Our bishop, The Rt. Rev. Tom Breidenthal, is sched-

uled to be here on Pentecost Sunday, June 8th to actu-

ally do the laying on of hands for Confirmation. 

If you were formerly Roman Catholic – whether you 

were previously confirmed or not, it is recommend that 

you receive the Episcopal Confirmation Classes before 

being “received” (or formerly welcomed) into the 

Episcopal Church by the bishop. 

A sign-up sheet has been placed in the atrium. 

If you have already been confirmed in the Episcopal 

Church, but simply wish to refresh your knowledge, 

please join us! 

Please direct your questions about Confirmation to Fr. 

Philip, PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org  or 614-846-

5180, ext. 302. 

ORDINATIONS SCHEDULED! 
 

God willing- our seminarian,  

Juan Perez, will be ordained to the 

transitional diaconate on Saturday, 

December 14th, 2013, at 11:00 a.m. 

The ordination will be held at St. 

Paul’s Cathedral, 4800 Woodford 

Ave, Detroit, MI. All are invited! 
 

 

God willing – out former parishioner 

and now transitional deacon,  

The Rev. Sara Kelb, will be or-

dained to the priesthood, on  

Saturday, January 4, 2014 at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral in Boston, MA. 

All are invited! 
 

 

God willing – our former  

parishioner and now transitional  

deacon, The Rev. Bob Saik, will be 

ordained priest, Sunday afternoon, 

January 19th, 2014, in Mesa, AZ. Bob 

and the congregation will also cele-

bration their new ministry to-

gether that same day. All are in-

vited!  

Juan Perez 

The Rev. Sarah Kelb 

The Rev. Bob Saik 

mailto:twopas@aol.com
mailto:PhilipC@StJohnsWorthington.Org
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Amanda Herrmann  Dec. 1 

Lois Welsh  Dec. 2 

Michael Heckert  Dec. 2 

Bill Schulte  Dec. 3 

Lillian Matthews  Dec. 3 

Collin Rees  Dec. 3 

Jackie Burns  Dec. 5 

Paul Patterson  Dec. 5 

Alyssa Monell  Dec. 5 

Lauren Harter  Dec. 6 

Elizabeth Thurman  Dec. 6 

Gianna Garro  Dec. 6 

Fred Herman  Dec. 7 

Gianna Rees  Dec. 7 

Todd Boles  Dec. 8 

Ellen Stukenberg  Dec. 9 

Marilyn Fawcett  Dec. 9 

Alexandra Anderson  Dec. 9 

Michael Rogers  Dec. 9 

Alex Troester  Dec. 10 

Linda Campbell  Dec. 10 

Anthony Monell  Dec. 11 

Zachary Powell  Dec. 12 

Elizabeth Radkiewicz  Dec. 12 

Jonah College  Dec. 12 

Del Lothes  Dec.13 

Vicky Turner  Dec 13 

Howard Brooks  Dec 14 

Nora Hohl  Dec. 15 

Ginny Ronning  Dec. 17 

Helen Arnold  Dec. 17 

Keith Redmill  Dec. 17 

Thomas Broere  Dec. 17 

Brysyn Holschbach Treadwell Dec. 17 

Kelly Koppes  Dec. 19 

Joan Bird  Dec. 20 

Ashley Lothes  Dec. 20 

Monica Mahoney  Dec. 21 

Rylee LaRue  Dec. 22 

Charlene Hustek  Dec. 24 

John Pascoe  Dec. 24 

Diana Hunter  Dec. 28 

Kim Basso  Dec. 28 

Dale Dettra  Dec. 28 

Bob McVicker  Dec. 29 

Tony Hudock  Dec. 29 

Sara Seidel  Dec. 31 

EARLY ED CENTER NEWS 

Our Thanksgiving feasts were a huge success and we are deep 

into December activities. Although the month is a short school 

one, our days are full of painting, singing and lots of laughter. 

The teachers have been preparing for the children to travel the 

Polar express on the last days of school before Christmas break.  

Passports are issued for each child to travel the fun train and 

stop at many places around the school making crafts, listening to 

stories, playing games and singing with Music Lady Becky. The 

children will get their passports stamped at each stop along the 

way.  

We are collecting Pajamas again this year for children.  There is 

a collection bin in the Atrium if you would like to donate.  We 

started collecting right before Thanksgiving and continue to do 

so until December 9th.  Last year many of our pajamas were sent 

to the Homeless Family Foundation right here in Columbus.  

Any size is fine and if you would like to also donate a book for 

reading at bedtime that would also be a wonderful addition. 

We have a few spots available in our young 3’s class which will 

start in January. Families of children who are too young for our 

other classrooms but have a birthday before January 30th and are 

potty trained are encouraged to apply. Applications are available 

at the school office or on our web site www.sjpreschool.com. 

From all of the teachers, staff and children at St. John’s Early 

Education Center, we wish you a blessed Christmas and an 

abundantly happy 2014. 

~ Cathy Wahoff, Director 

Thanksgiving Bulletin 

Boards in the halls of the 

Early Ed Center.  

http://www.sjpreschool.com
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Church Service Opportunities 
Both special events and regular activities of our parish are listed below. These include the dates of all church committee 

meetings as well as a contact name and number for each committee. Please consider attending one or more committee meet-

ings to explore where your interests and talents fit in best. The committees and their work are important components of the 

lay ministry here at St. John’s. We need you. 
 

St. John’s Calendar of Events 
 

More details about these activities can be found on the announcement sheet each Sunday. If you would like your special events or 

regularly scheduled meetings to be published for the congregation, please contact the church office at (614) 846-5180 or 

vickyt@stjohnsworthington.org. Please understand that these calendars are prepared well in advance of the actual events and that 

subsequent changes cannot be reflected. 
 

Sunday, December 1st    5:00 PM – Celtic Worship Service, Atrium, Eve Herold, 846-3736 

Monday, December 2nd    1:30 PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, Jane Kuntz 

Thursday, December5th     6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 

Saturday, December 7th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 

Sunday, December 8th    3:00 PM – Music Series Concert, Nave 

Thursday, December 12th    5:00 PM – Finance Committee, Conference Room, Chip Lothes, 560-4912 

Sunday, December 15th  12:30 PM – Saints & Sinners Lunch, Undercroft 

Monday, December 16th  Deadline for Newsletter submissions: Send to  

  http://www@stjohnsworthington.org/news2/submit-news/ 

Tuesday, December 17th    7:00 PM – Vestry Meeting, Music & Movement Room, Philip College 

Wednesday, December 18th  10:45 AM – Caregivers Support Group, Conference Room 

Friday, December 20th   7:00 PM – Magpie Consort Concert, Nave 

Tuesday, December 24th   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday, December 25th   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED – MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Tuesday, December 31st  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday, January 1st  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED – HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Thursday, January 2nd   6:30 PM – Friendship Dinner, Undercroft, John Pascoe, 888-3471 

Saturday, January 4th    6:30 PM – Saturday Supper, Off Campus, Kim Basso 
 

MONTH AT A GLANCE: Regular Activities for the Months of DECEMBER 
 

Sunday 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Including Children’s Church, Nave 

10:20 AM Christian Education for Children and Adults 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Nave 

Monday 

 7:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 268, Undercroft 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Bible Study, Nave 

Thursday 

1:30 PM ROOF Study Group- 1st & 3rd Thursdays, Conference Room 

7:00 PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

ALL SAINTS FUND DONATION 
The following donations have recently been given to St. John’s ALL SAINTS FUND:  

By Jan Howden       in memory of Betty Killen 

By Barbara Parsons       in memory of Fran Marshall 
All donations to the All Saints Fund are sued for permanent or semi-permanent improvements for St. John’s programs or 

premises. If you wish to make a contribution in honor of someone or in thanksgiving for any event, simply write a check 

to St. John’s Episcopal Church with a notation for the “All Saints Fun”. The name of the person or event being memori-

alized should be included in the memo line.  

~ Fr. Philip +  
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